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Book 1. 

HiLiP II. King of Spain, Toft of thfe » ^ ^ 
Emperor Charles V. ancl of Ifabella, ^^' J- -^ 
daughter of Ertiaiiiiel the Grcatj King of cducati^of 



Portugal, was bom at Valladolid on the twenty^ *^^^* 
firft of May, one thoufand five hundred and 
twenty-feven. He was educated ki Spain un- 
der EcJclefiaftics, noted for their bigotry, who 
were appointed by his father to inftruft him'; 
and, by thiscircumftancc, fcveral of thofe fea- 
tures in his character were cither formed, or 
greatly heightened, which were afterwards fb 
confpicuous in his conduft. 

Charues, who was borri in the Netherlands,', 

and paflcd his early youth thert, had, through 

VoL.l. B ' . his 




HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

his whole rcign, entertained fuch a mSn^fcft par- 
tiality for that country, as was the fource of 
much diflatisfaftion to his Spanilh fubje6ts» 
But they were foothed Ij^y the preference which 
they received from the young prince, and flat- 
tered themfelves with hopes, which were not 
fruftrated, of obtaining, under his adminiftration, 
that fhare of the royal favour, which the Flem- 

ings.had enjoyed under the Emperor *. 

I, '. 

Hischarac Philip early difplayed fagacity, ' prudence, 
and application : and difcbvered likewilfe a dif- 
polition wonderfully fuited to the religicJus in* 
ftruftions which. he received. His mind, being 
naturally ferious and thoughtful, gave a ready ad- 
' mittance to all the . lentinnente of that iUibe* 
ral fuperftition, which formed, at that time, the 
diftinguiihing chaFafter of the Spanifh Eccle- 
• iiafticS; 

HUfirfi At the age of fixtcen, he efpoufcd Mary, a 

*namas«. princefs of Portugal ; w^o died in lefe thafl two 

years after her marriage, in child-bed ; when Ihe 

was delivered of .Don Carlos, whofe unhappy 

. ' . fate will be related in the fequeL 

Philip continued to refide; in Spain, an^;^ 
was intrufted with the adminiftration^ of the 

• Harseus Annales Belgiij $cc. p. 570. Cabrera Vida del 
Filippe XL lib, i. c. I* 

king- 




tHiLiP l!. ICING OF SPAIN* 

ktngdom> till the year pnc thoufarid five hun* 
drcd and forty-eight. At that. time,, he was 
talted by his father into thcXow Countries j ^^4 
where he. arrived, in the beginning o£ the fol- jj^jjl^^'' : 
lowing year, with a numerous retinue of Spa-^ 
ni(h noWes. Upon his entrance intp Bruflcis, 
as he was ever defirous to maintain t^e ap« 
pearancc of . extraordinary piety, he went firft 
to the cathedral church, to render thanks to 
the Almighty for his prefcrvation ; and then 
proceeded to the palace. After pafling fomc 
days there with the Emperor, who> in all his be- 
haviour, difcovered that fond affeftion, which 
is natural to a perfon in the decline of life to- 
wards an only fon, he fet out to vifit the prin-^ 
cipai cities in the Low Countries, accompanied 
by the Regent, his aunt, the Queen DoWagcr 
of Hungary ^ 

Nothing could exceed the pomp with which i^wfeosp. 
he was every where received. In prefcnts> en- 
tertainments, illuminations, and tournaments, 
immenfe fums were expended. The cities vied 
with each other in difplaying that magnificence 
which their iriduftry had enabled them' to attain ; 
and the people gave every where the ftrongeft 
demonftrations of their attachment*. 

* Harxi Annales Ducam BrabantiK, ^c. torn. ii. p. 65}. 
Antiverpias, 16Z3. Lud. Gaicciardini«^ lib. ii, p. 127. 

* Meteren> p. 9. 

B a But 
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HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

But Philip, in the midft of thofc fcenes of 
feftlvicy which, were exhibited for his amufe- 
^'krlJS^.. nicnt, and which were fo well calculated to gra- 
■*^? tifjr a young, ambitious mind,- could not con- 

ceal the natural auftcrity of his temper. The 
Flemings obferved, with anxiety, that there 
was a (hiking contraft between the fethcr and 
the fon. Charles was courteous and affiible; 
but Philip, they perceived, was diftant, haughty^ 
and fevere. The former could Ipealc with faci- 
lity the principal languages of Europe, aod 
ufcd to difcourfe familiarly with all his fub- 
jefts i the latter had declined learning to ipeak 
^y other but the SfDanilh tcwigue, converfed 
little with the ihhabitants of the Low Coun- 
tries, and was almoft inacccflible to all but the 
Spanifli nobles* He lived in every refpeft as 
he had been wont to do in Spain, wore a Spa- 
niih drefs, and refufed to conform, in any thing, 
to the modes and cuftoms of the Nether- 
lands'*^ 

Their effea This behaviour, ccjually ungracious and im- 
rtings. politic, / made a deep impreflion on the minds of v 
the Flemings, iand created in them ^ jealoufy 
of the Spaniards, which they did not ftudy to 
conceal, Charles having required the States 
to fwcar allegiance to Philip, as they had for- 

* Bcntlvogllo, Hiiloria delia Guerra dc Fiandra, p. 5. 
ip Pdrigi 1645. 
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PHILIP 11. KING OF SPAIN. 

fncdy done to himfelf, they rcjcftcd Mk re- 
queft; and refufed to acknowledge Philip's 
right of fucceffion, till he engaged to exclude 
all foreigners from any Ihare in the govern- 
ment of the provinces. And even to this no- 
thing would have made them agree^ but their 
refped for the Emperor, ^nd the awe in which 
they ftood of his power; for, if the diftem- 
per> under which Charles laboured at this 
time, had proved mortal^ it was believed, they 
would have excluded Philip from the fove- 
reignty^ and conferred it on Maximilian hi$ 
coufin, iba of Ferdinand King of Hungary and 
Bohen[ua% 



From the Low Countries the Emperor car^ ^'sfh?*' 
tied his fon into Germany, in order to facilitate forprocur- 
thc execution of a fchemc, which he had lately bL^ek^te? 
formed, of having him clefted King of the rJIJS^*^ 
Romans. In the year one thoufand five hun- 
dred and thirty, Charles had procured that dig^ 
nity for his brother Ferdinand ; but having now 
a-fon grownup to maturity, of whofe talents for 
government he entertained the moft favourable 
opinion, he repented of what he had done in 
behalf <^ his brother; and refolvcd, in cafe* he 
would notrefign, to endcavow to perfuade the 
Eledfcors to annul his elcftion. 

• Meincnr«s dc Ribi^r, torn. S* p.^i9t a Paris, i666» 
B 3 But 
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Bt^ Philip's manners were not fcfs'di^iA- 
ing in Germany, than they had been in the 
Avfj^pn pf i^ctherlands; and fervcd rather to alieiatc the 
f^J^^ afiWHoiis of the Germans, than to concUiatc 
their favour. His demeanour there wis equally 
diftant, rcfcrved, and haughty- He fuffeffed 
even princes of the highcft rink to remain ^- 
covered in his prefcnce ; and in all his belta^ 
Viour, afFeAed a degree of ftatc and dignity 
which the Emperors themfelves had never been 
accuftomed to aflume. The Germans dreaded 
the dominion of one whofe behaviour, even 
. when he was courting their ftvour, was £6. cold 
and diftant. They refufed to liften to die Em- 
peror's propofal J and they were confirmed in 
their refolution of rejefting it, partly by their 
remembrance of the calamitieaf which they had 
fiiffcrcd from conferring the Imperial^ crown <5n 
. . Charles, whofe power had proved almoft fetal 
to their liberty; and pardy by -dieir attach- 
ment to Ferdinand, joined with the aflfeflion 
which they bore to Maximilian, whofe charac- 
ter and manner^ were entirely thtt rcverfe of 
tbofc of Philip. 

Charles was not of a temper to be eafily' 
diverted from his dcfigns; and, being con- 
fcious of the great fuperiority which he- had 
lately acquired, from his triumph over the 
confederacy of Smalkajde, he doubted not; of 

being 
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being able to compel die elcAprs to jaiake 
choice ofjiis fon, provided he could prevail, on 
Ferdinand fo refign. To cffc&uate this, he 
applied, himfclf with all that .carncftnefs and 
ardour which he commonly difcovered in the 
profecutton of his fchemes, Is[othing but thq 
incoxiaatioii of proipcrijty could have infpireci 
Aiprince of fo great fagaxity as Charles, with 
the hopes pf fuccceding ia'lb chimerical ati at-r 
tempu Ferdinand himfelf was in the full vi- 
gour of lifes and> confidcriog the declining 
ftate of his brother's health, his profpcd of the 
Imperial' dignity was not dift^nt : his fon had 
been educated with the view of attaining* the 
lame exalted ^ftation after his father's death; 
and, from the great popularity of his charaftcr, 
he had ji^ ground to entertain the moft fan*^ 
guine expectations of fucccfs, Charles: miglxt 
cafily have. perceived, that no arguments .which 
he could employ, would perfuade either the fa- 
ther or .the {on to forego* a profped fo 'alluring. 
Accordingly, although he had, on all -former 
occalions, found his brother's behaVicMir 'tQ- 
Wavds him refpedlful -and complying; and^ to 
give greater weight to his prefent application, 
mfade tffe of the powerful- intepceflion of "his 
fitter the Queen Dowager of Hungary, to whom 
'his brother was indebted for the crowns of 
Hungary and Bohemia ; yet * Ferdinand with- 
ftood all his fitter's entreaties, and reJQCkd all 
B 4 the 
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BOOK the offers of compeniktion which were made to 
j^— J*i mP him. Charles had given his daughter in mar- 
riage to Maximilian, and intmfted him with 
the government of Spain, during Philip's ab- 
fence, in order to (both him under the diiap^ 
pointment which he was preparing for hitia^ 
and to remove him to a diftince from Ger- 
many, when his father's affis£bion was about to 
be put to, the trial. This young prince was 
gready alarmed when he heard of the defign 
which was carrying on againft him i and hay<- 
ing left Spain, and returned to Germany, ke 
omitted nothing in his power, to confirm his 
father's purpofe, and to render it unalterable* 
Charley faw at lafl: the necelfity of dropping» 
for the prefent, the profecution of hi^ fchemc ; 
and Philip left Germany, much diiQatisfied with 
the Electors, and other German princes, but 
with none more than with his kinfmen ^ . 

SlJnf to" From Germany he returned to Spain, where 
Si>aiii. he held the regency of the kingdom, and ac* 
quitted himfelf of his charge, in fuch a manner 
as led his fubj^s to form a favourable opinion 
of his prudence, his induftry, and his capacity 
for government. But the coteinporary hiftor 

f lud. Gtticci^rdin.4ib. u. p. iz8. Pallavieini lAorif 4i 
concilio di Trento^ lib. xi. c. 1 5 . Thaanus, lib. vii. ab initio. 
Pxtrait des Lettres de Manila^ au Roy de France en RiUer^^ 
Jaly a?, ijjo, 

rians 



tlllLlP II. KING OF SPAIN. g 

nans have mentioned no particulars of his con- « o^o k 
duft during this period that dcferve to be u .^,j 
recorded. He remained in Spain till his mar- ' 
riage with the Queen of England, in the year 
, one thouland five hundred and fifty-four. 

_ No fooner wAs Mary, daughter of Henry Hisni»- 
VIII. fcated on die throne, thanXharles, whofe f^^^;^^^ 
ndthg paflion, towards the clofe of his reign, ^^s^^^^ 
was to aggrandife his fon, conceived the defign 
of uniting England to his other dominions, by 
the marriage of Philip with the queen. Had 
. Philip declined this match, it was believed, 
that Charles would have offered himiclf to 
Maiy, rather than have loft fo inviting an op- 
portunity of augmenting his power. But the 
fon was not lefs governed by ambition than the 
father; and readily confented, at the age of 
twenty 4ix, to marry a princefs of thirty-lcvcn, 
difegrceable in her temper and mannas, home- 
ly in her perfon, and entirely deftitute of every 
female charm ^. 

When Charles found that PhiHp was not 
averfe to the marriage, he immediately dif- 
patched a meflenger to riie court of London to 
propoie it; and Mary hefitated not a moment 
jn declanng her confent. Philip's bigotry, 

' 9 Ribicr, torn. ii. p. 457- 

wbidi 
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which rendered him unamiabk in die -cycs^ of 
others, recommended him to her. She wa$ 
ever ftrongly attached to her mother*s family i 
and fhe cqnfidcred how much fo pow«;;rful an 
alliance wpuld enable her to. execute her fa* 
vourite fcheme of extirpating herefy from her 
dominions. 

ObjediQD^ li/lAKY^s fubjefts had not the iame reafym 
m^^ with their fovereign to make them; fond of this 
^^ alliance. They had beheld, for more than thirty 

years, that reftlefs ambition with which the 
Emperor was actuated j and they now received 
a ftriking proof of Philip's inordinate thirflb 
.after power, by his agreeing fo readily to. .the 
intended marriage, to which there was nothing 
but motives of ambition that could allure hiiq. 
Xhcy were all well acquainted with his -private 
chvailer^ and. the prejudices .which his haughty 
demeanour had, a few years before, created 
^gainft him in Germany and the Netherlands. 
They dreaded the confequences 0f baying their 
Queen, whofe temper was naturally rigid and 
:^vere, united to. a prince of fo imperious a 
i:haraften They treipbled at the thoughts of 
(the danger to which their liberty and indepen-- 
dence would be expofed; aad they were filkd 
with the moft difquieting apprehenfions of fall- 
ing under the dominion of the Spaniards i a 
nation noted for their violent uf? of power in 
ij * die 
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tb^ Ncthcrlandsand Italy, infamous for the bar- 
barities which they had cxercifed over the lUr 
tives of AmtriqjLy afid diftinguifhed, above ,a^ 
ether nations, for their bigotted attachment to 
jfee . church of Rome *♦ 

To quiet thefe alarms, Charks Md reoowfe ehaiks u^ 
to diflFerent expedients* He prcy^ijied lOn Mary movct^enj 
to fulpend her perfecution of the Protcft?nt^4 
and to refume the title of Supreme Head of the 
Church, which Q}€ had laid afide ibme months 
before. He fent over immcnfe fums of money 
to be diftributcd among the members of parliay 
ment j and he ordered the naarrirage articles to 
be drawn in terms the moft <honourable^and ad^ 
vantageous rto Mary and her fubjedts, 

. By thefe articles it was provided, that Philip 
ihould have only the name of King, while- the 
fovereign power fhould remain entire in the 
hands of Maty; that no foreigner ihould be 
admitted into any public employment ; no> in*- 
novation made in the laws and cuftoms, and ^. no 
violation offered Jto the rights or privileges - of 
the nation ; that England ihould not> in con- 
fequence of the marriage, be involved in any 
war between France and Spain ^ that the hairs 

^ Burnet*s Ref. part ii, p. 284 ; «nd C^ne, yo]^ ii. 

of 



12 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

BOOK of the marriage Ihould not only inherit the Ne- 
% ■ Y I J therlands and England, but, in the event of Don 
Carlos's dying without iffuc, Ihould fucfceed to 
the crown of Spain, arid to the reft of Philip's 
hereditary dominions j and that if the Queen 
ihould die without iffue, Philip fliould have no 
claim to any Iharc in the government of Eng- 
land, but the crown of that kingdom (hould de« 
volve immediately to the lawful heir *• 

HUfuceefs. These conceffions were not altogether with^ 
out efFeft. They did not indeed entirely dift- 
pel the apprchcnfions that were entertained ; 
and many perfons tKought that the more ad- 
vantageous the conditions offered were, there 
was fo much the greater rc.afon for fufpe&ing 
that Charles and his fon had no ferious in- 
tention to fulfil them. Biit they furnifhed the 
courtierr., and other partizans of the Spanifli 
match, with fpccious argument in its defence; 
and deprived thofe who ftillrcmabed averfe to 
it, of any plaufible pretext under which they 
might have procured an aflbciation againft it. 
This was attempted by Sir Thomas Wiat; and 
others, who fucceeded fo far, as to perfuade 
fcvcral hundreds of the people to take up arms; 
but this inconfiderable aud ill--concerted infuiv^ 

^Banaet's Hill, of the Ref, p. ii. h. n* p. 260. Qme^ 
h.vnu 

'jreftioo 
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ft^ion was quickly fupprefled^ and fcrved only 
to confirm that power of the Queen to difpofe of 
herfelf in marriage, which the malcontents in* 
tended to have controuled*". 

Every obftade being removed, and the ar- 
ticles of marriage ratified by parliament, Mary 
now employed herfelf in preparing for the re* 
ception of her future hufband -, for whom, al- 
though flie had never feen him, Ihe had con- 
ceived fo vioknt a paQlon, as filled her mind 
with the moft anxious impatience for his arrival. 
She was, at the fame time, extremely mortified 
with his coldnefs towards her ^ and complained^ 
that, although ftic.had fo readily confcnted to 
bellow upon him both her kingdom and her- 
felf, he had never vouchfefed to write her a 
letter on the fubjed, or to fatisfy her as to 
ibie caufes of his delay in coming to England. 
At length he lent the Marquis De las Navas to 
inform her, that every thing was in readinefs 
fi>r his leaving Spain. But before his depar* 
ture, the Spanifli hiftorians relate, that, having * 
vilited the ihrine of St. Jago in Galicia, he 
there heard mafs with much devotion ; kneeling 
on the ground, without allowing the monks 
to fumilh him with a cufhion; and refcom- 

* Bumct, p. 262. Carte. 

mending 
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t o^p it mfcnding himfcif tothe protcdtion of the patroil 
L, ' -^ J laint '. . 

" !i5!!i hi* "' ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^"^ Corunna, m the beginning of 
SnsUnd. July, one thoufand five hundred and fifty-four, 
and arrived at Southampton, after a prolperous 
voyage, on the 19th or 20th of the fame month* 
In a few days after his arrival, the marriage cere-^ 
liiony was performed at Winchefter; where 
Philip received, from the Emperor's ambaffa-^ 
dor, the inveftiturc of Naples, Sicily, and Milan/ 
togethfer with the titular kingdom of Jerufelcmj 
all which Charles refigned to him on this occa-* 
lion, as a teftimony of the joy and fatisfa^tion 
which the marriage afforded hini,' and in order 
to render his fon a hufband more worthy of hi* 
royal fpoufe". 

Uisbeha. Having brought with him a numeroiis train 
i^Sf of Spanifti nobility, Philip ftudied to daz2l€ 
the eyes of the Englifli, by the pomp and fplen- 
dotr of his public appearances, and to gain 
their affedlions by his liberality. But he could 
not, with all his endeavours, hide the bkmilhes 
of his character. His natural referve and 
haughtineft ftill appeared in all his demeanour* 
He was too much a Spaniard to felilh any 

* Carte, b. xvii, p. 31a. Cabrera, lib. i. c. 4. 
*» Burnet's Ref. p. ii. b. 2. Carce, b. xvii. p.3i3» Sum- 
monce Hift. di Napoli, libro ono, p. 263. 

thing 
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thing that was not Spanifh- He could, on rid ^ *j^ ^ 
occafion, comply with the manners of the Ehg- < — -y i - -i 
liih. He fiiffercd even the chief nobility to re- 
main in his prefcnce without taking any notice of 
thcili ; allowed no perfon to approach him with- 
out having previoufly obtained permiflion ; and 
thus made himfelf difficult of accefs, even to 
thoie whofe Blyout he wifhed to cpnciliate or 
fccure'. 

It fiK>n af>peared, how little he was fatisfied He difco- * 
wiA that article of his marriage-treaty, by which uS)^"** 
he was excluded from the government. At his ^*^^*' 
defire, and in order to gain his afFeftions, which 
Mary regarded more than either the intereft of 
her people, or even her own importance in the 
kingdom, flie requefted of the parliament to de- 
clare him the presumptive heir of the crown, and 
to commit the adminiftration of the ftate into his 
hands. 

Both houfes had hitherto Ihewn themfelves 
extremely obfcquious to her will ; but they faw. 
ftow the necellity of putting an end to their 
compliances. They eafily perceived the Ipiric 
and tendency of her demands, and confidered 

» Burnetts Hifl. of the Rcf. v. ii, p, 288. Carte* b. xvii. 

«' Hisckrriage/* fays Bifhop Burnet, *' was fuch, that the 
" ading him and his Spaniards was one of the great diverfions 
^' ofijucen Elizabeth's court." 

them 
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B o o K them as an indubitable proof of her determined 
Ui- v »«* ^ purpoie to gratify her husband's ambition, with^ 
out regard to the fatal cpnfequences that migbf 
follow. They iTJedted both her requefts* Al- 
though they had confented to Philip's bearing 
the title of King, they iv<Hild no( agree to the 
ceremony of his coronation ; and they obftinately 
refiifed to affift the Empeiror in the war v^fhich 
he was carrying on againft France ^ 

•Ksairtifice. To Qvcrcome the prejudices, whichj from 
this Gonduft of the parliament^. Philip perceived 
were entertained , againft him, he refolved to 
curb his natural di(pofitioni and to afiqme the 
appearance of moderation. With (his defign, 
he obtained from Mary the releafe of feveral 
perfons of diftindkion, whom Ihe had thrown 
into prifon, on fuipicion of their diiTatisfadlioii 
to her government. But there was no part of 
his condu6i better calculated to conciliate the fa- 
vour of the Englilh, ' than his . proteftion of 
the lady Elizabeth ; agaiihft whom Mary had 
given fuch proofs of jealouly and refentment;^ 
as rendered' the nation extremely anxious with 
regard to the life of that princcfs. It was un-» 
fortunate, however, for Philip, that the favour 
which he fhowed towards EMzabeth admitted of 
an inter^retatioi>. very different from what he 
expected would have been put upon it. Men 

^ Carte, .p» 515, 

wer^ 
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Wer<i not inclined to afcribe to generofity, in i 
prince of his incerefted charadter, an adJonto 
which he muft have been prompted by this poli- 
tical confideration) that if Elizabeth were cut off, 
and Mary to die without iflue, England would be 
inherited by the Queen of Scots; by whofe 
marriage with the Dauphin, both the crowns of 
Scotland and of England would be united to that 
of France ^ 

. Mary had, in ofdef to ingratiate herfelf l^^^ 
with the people, and to advance the views of tdUhtu 
her hufband, fufpendcd Kcr perfecution of the 
Reformers* But her zeal and bigotry wtrc too 
violent to be long reftrained ) and Philip was 
not inclined, cither from principle or temper, to 
oppofc thofe ianguinary meafures which Ihc 
was now determined to purfue. Courts no Ids 
iirbitrary than the Spanifli Inquifition were infti* 
tutedj and the fame barbarous puniihments, 
which that tribunal denounces, were inflifted 

rcn great numbers of perfons without diftinftion 
of either age or fcx. No perforl doubted that 

' Mary was of herfelf fufficiently prone to em- 
ploy thofe dreadful fcverities which were exer- 
cifed ; but as all men knew how implicitly (he 
was devoted to her hufband's will, they could 
not help confidering them as the coriftquencc 

f Burnet, vol.ii. b. ii. p. i^j. Carte, p. 3i6* Camden** 
Apparatus. '* * 

-Vol. I. ^ Q #f 
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B o Or K of either his advice or his approbation^. PhStp 
ifai«i«ii.i> was fenfibfe of the odium to which he was ex-* 
pofed ; and, in order to remove or ie£^n it^ he 
. had recourfe to the ridiculous expedient of 
making his confeflbr, a Francifcan Friar, deli- 
ver before him, a fefmon in favour of tolcrarion'^ 
But notwithftanding this artifice, wWch was too 
.grofe'to impofe upon any perfon, , and though 
Philip feldom appeared openly to a6t a pairt ki 
the adminiftration, the prepoffeffions againft him 
flill remained. All his condud was beheld with 
an eye of watchful jealoufy and diftrtift ; nor was 
it poffiblc for Mary to obtain any higher con-» 
ceflion from the ^parliament in his favour, than 
this, that if fee fliould die, and leave iffiie behind, 
her, Philip ihould be protedor durii^ the mi^ 
nority* 

Philip Fon^ i^veral months, this cohoefiion was^ not 

Jc Jives £ng« , 

buKi. deemed fo infignificant as it afterwards proved 

^ 'l^faflip's hiftoriati Cabrera afcribes the perleGHdoiit t« 
Philip as matter of prsuie, . p. zS. lib. i. c. 7. > 

* This ferixion was delivered oa th^ 1 oth of February syey 
on the 14th of May following» Philip joined with Mary, upon 
occafion of Bonner's declining to take all the odium of At 
"perfecution upon himfelf, in writing to that brutal prelate^ it- 
Quiring him to proceed m the execution of the laws againft 
heretics; fo as that, through his goofd furthersnce, both, 
God's glory may be the better advanced, and th^ common- 
wealth the more quietly governed. Burnet's Colleftion oC 
Kecordsji No.20> 

Abe* 




A belief prevailed throughout the kingdom, 
that Mary was with child, and Philip, and 
even Mary herfelf, believed it*, Philip re- 
mained in England while there was any reafon to 
entertain hopes of fo.defirable an event ; which 
might have realized that power at which he had 
alpired ever fince his arrival in that kingdom; 
But when thofe appearances, which gave rife to 
the belief of Mary's pregnancy, were found to 
be npthing but the approach of a dropfy ; when 
all prolpe6i: of her ever having children was an- 
nihilated, and her anxiety for offspring, joined 
with her natural fournefs and jealoufy, had 
preyed i^on her health, and rendered her per- 
fon> as well as her converfation, difagreeable $ 
Philip left England, after having ftaid .in it; 
fourteen months, and paiTed over to the Nether- 
lands^ 



« Cb thh 30th of Aprils a repbn was fpread th^t (he tVal 
ftdoaiy delivered of a fon. All the bells in London were 
fet ax^ging* Bon&res were lighted op in every comer jot" 
the dty. A Te Deum was fang in the cathedial of 6l^ 
Paul's ; an4/a prieft indulged his credulity to fuch a height 
as to deicribe« with great particularity, the proportions and 
ftatares 6f the young prince^ whom he reprefented as the 
heakhieft M4 nfeoft beaadfiil that had b^i^ ever feeii. 
Carte, p. siy, 

^ Haraeus, Carte, p. 317. Burnet, part IL b. ii. p, 

Ca There 
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There the Emperor was preparing to exe- 
cute a rclblutioh which he had formed of rC- 
figning his dominions^ in order to pafs the 
remainder of his life in retirement. At the 
time of Philip's marriage with the Queen of 
England, he had ceded to him the kingdom of 
Naples, and the Dutchy of Milan ; and had 
litde rcafon to be fadsfied with his fon's beha- 
viour towards him, after giving fo ftrong a 
proof of his paternal affedlion and munificence. 
I'hilip, befides refufing to come oyer to Flan-^ 
ders, where Charles was dcfirous of feeing him^^^ 
unlefs he were invcfted with fome authority in 
that country, during his abode in it, infifted, 
that the grant of the Italian States (hould be ab- 
folutc and unconditional ; and no fboner had he 
entered upon the pofFeftiOn of them, than he dis- 
placed his father's minifters, in ordef to make 
room for creatures of his own. This undudfiil 
behaviour did not deter the Emperor from re- 
folving to refign to his fon all the reft of his do- 
minions. On the contrary, it appears to have 
been his principal motive in forming this refolu- 
cion ; as it gave him a clear difcovery of Phifip's 
imperious temper, and ihewed that he had noW 
reduced himfelf to the difagreeable alternative, 
of either contending with him, or of yielding to 
him". 

^ L'Erefque, p. ^4, 35. Summonte, Iib« ]X« p. 263* 

Had 
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Had Charles enjoyed the fame vigour, cither J* 0^0 k 
of body or of mind, which he poflcffed fome ^- - J '..* ^ 
years before, it is probable that Philip's beha- 
viour would have operated upon him very dif- 
fcrcndy, and have determined him to abridge, 
rather than to augment, his fon's power. But 
finding himfelf worn out, pardy by the excruci- 
ating pain which he had long fufFered from 
frequent returns of the gout, and pardy by his 
inccflant aftivity, and continual application to 
bufmefs, he perceived that he muft, for the fu- 
ture, cither truft to his minifters, which he had 
hitherto avoided -, or fink ere long uqder the 
weight of the government of fo many States as 
were fubjeft to his dominions. It was therefore 
become ncccflary for him to difengage himfelf 
from, at leafl:> a part of thofe cares which op- 
prcflcd him. If Philip's ambition had been 
more moderate, or his tempfer of mind more 
complying, Charles might have invefted hirn 
with the chief branches of adminiftration, and 
have ftill retained the fupreme authority 5 or, 
after refigning to him the fovereignty or a part 
of his dominions, he might have referved the 
remainder iji his own hands; but he forefaw 
that Philip's temper woqld, in either of thefc 
cafes, have proved th^ fource of continual un-^ 
caflncfs to him; and this he could not, with 
dignity, avoid, by any other means, than by 
C 3 retiring 
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BOOK retiring from the world, and miking afi at)foliitc 
ceflion of his whole dominions*. 

Determined by thcfe motives, he rcfignc4 
the fovercignty of the Low Countries in OAo- 
ber i555> and that of Spain in the month of 
January inamcdiately following. But he re- 
tained pofftffion of his Imperial crown for fe- 
yeral months longer, till he had made another 
fruidefs attempt to perfuade h}s brother to relin- 
quifh hi? claim to the empire, in behalf of ' 
Philip. Charles was retiring from the worl4 
Under a conviftion of the vanity of human 
greatnefs, yet he w^s as folicitous to fecure aa 
acceflion of that grcatncfs to his fon, as if 
he had belicvpd that it conftituted the fuprem© 
felicity pf man. His own experience had fur^ 
nifhed him with the ftrongeft proof, that domi- 
nions fo widely extended conferred the appear- 
ance of power more than the fubftance or reality i 
IJhat they arc the fource of continual and diftraft - 
ing anxiety ; that they engage the poffcffor in en- 
terprifes beyond his ftrcngth, ai?d that the right 
government of theni is a talk above the capacity 
of any individual : yet he defired nothing fq 
much as to load his fon with that burden, 
which he himfclf had found intolerable, ?n4 
under which he had funk long before the period 
when old age obliges men to quit the fcenes of 

» Ribicr, p. 485. 
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aftivc life* Charfes had long foftcred that pre- book. 
^fterous ambition of princes, which prompta i_j - J|- i_r 
them to the piwrfuit of power, without regani to. 
the great end for which atoae it is defirabk,, tho 
happinefs of their fubjefts : and it was become 
impoffible for him entirely* to divefl: himfelf of 
this paflion, although he was determined never 
more to indulge it. 

It is much cafier to enter into the motives Thctroc«o£ 
from which he afted, with refpedl to another ^*"^^ ^ 
part of his conduft at this time. Previoufly to 
his abdication, he had been exceedingly de- 
firous to have peace eftablifhed with France, in 
order to give his fon leifure to recover his do- 
minions from that exhauftcd ftate to which his 
own continual wars, together with the fums 
tranfmitted to England^ had reduced them. In 
this, however, all his attempts had hitherto 
failed. But, having been detained in the Low- 
Countries by ficknefs and the fe verity of the 
feafon, much longer than he intended, he had 
the fatisfadibn, before his departure, to employ 
his endeavours fuccefsfull)r in efFeftuating the 
truce of Vaucelles : and, before the expiration 
of that truce, there was ground to hope, that the 
feveral points of difference between his fon 
and the French monarch woirid be amicably^ 
adjufted. Soon after this, he fet out for his re- 
treat in Spain : where, having buried, in the. 
C 4 folitudc 
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? o^P K fofitude of a convent, all his fchcmcs of^ glofy^ 
and ambition, he feldom inquired, or even fiif- 
fered his domeftios to inform him, concerning 
what was paifing in the world''. 

T Qiawone, tomav. j>* 1^89 
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NOTWITHSTANDING Charlcs was difap- b o o f; 
pointed in his fchcmc of tranfmitring . -V^ 
the empire to his fon, Philip was ftill the moft Phmp's 
powerful monarch of the age. In Europe, be- doml^im^ 
fides the united kingdoms of Caftilc, Arragon, 
and Navarre> he poffeffed the kingdoms of 
Naples and Sicily, the Dutchy of Milan, 
Franchc-Compte, and the Netherlands; in 
Africa, Tunis, Oran, the Cape-Vcrd, and the 
Canary Iflandsj in Afia, the Philippine and 
Sunda Iflands, and a part of the Moluccas i 
and in America, the empires of Peru and Mexi- 
co, New Spain and Chili, befidcs Hiipaniola^ 
Cyba, and many other of the Anierican iflands* 
The mmcs of Mexico, Chili, 'and Potofi, werc^ 
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at the time of Philip's acccflion, a iburcc K>f 
greater wealth than almoft alKthe other princes 
in Europe were pofleflcd of*. His fleer was' 
much more numerous than that of any other Eu- 
ropean power. His troops were better difci- 
plined, and more accuftomed to war and vic- 
tory : and they were commanded by the ableft 
and moft experienced genefals of the age. 

Such extenfive power, and foch copious rc- 
fources, could, not but appear extremely for- 
midable to the other European States ; efpeci- 
* ally when they refleftcd upon the dark, impe- 
rious charafter of the prince to whom they be- 
' longed. For' although Philip had neither his 

father'? valour, nor his enterprifing adtivity, yet 
he was plodding, induftrious, and penetrating. 
He had already fhewn that his ambition was not 
lefs ardent than that of the Emperor ; and it was 
the more to be dreaded, as it was concealed un- 
der the cloak of fervent zeal for the intcrefl: of 
religion, 

state of Put how much foever Philip*s power and 

chara6tcr were fitted to excite jealoufy in the 
neighbouring ftates, diere were few of them, 
at tha.t peripd, in a condition to counteraft his 

CfEni^d. defigns^ The Englifli had, fince Mary's ac- 

• They brought him 3^5,000,000 of ga'ilders yearly. 
Meteren* 

ceffion> 
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ccflion^ loft much of that importance in Eut ® ^^^ ^ 
rope, which they had enjoyed for half a century 
before.' Con^merce was eifher neglcdcd, or 
ppprefied ; their troops i^vcre undifciplined, and 
difufcd to war I and their nayy was in the moft 
languifhing conditipa During Philip's refi- 
dence among them, they had ' given proof of 
their nafivc Ipirit of independence, by refufing 
^0 admit him to any ihare of the adminiftra^ 
tion 5 but they had, in every thing elfe, fhewn 
themfelves tamely fubmiflive to the will of 
their weak bigoted Queen -, and there W4S 
ground to apprehend, that, inftead of oppofing, 
they would be compelled by her to affift him, 
\n the execution of any violent or hoftile plan, 
which his ambition op bigotry might prompt 
him to purfuc. 

He had no greater reafon to expeft oppo- orccr* 
fition from Germany than from England. For 
whatever difguft his competition with Fer- 
dmand for the Imperial crown might have 
(Treated, there was no probability that it would 
ever occafion any violpnt diffenfion, or open 
fupture between them. Ferdinand was not yet 
fully fettled in the poffpffion of Hungary. He 
was dilquicted with apprehenfions that the 
Sultan would ere long renew hoftilities againft 
him in that kingdom ; and, in order to provide 
figainft this event, and fccuf c to himfelf that 

fqpport. 



inany,i 
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^ ^11^ ^ fupport, of which, in cafe it fhould happen, 1^ 
would ftand in need, he laboured affiduoufly 
to cftablifli concord among the feveral princes 
of the Germanic body, and to compofc the ani- 
mofities which the differences in religion had 
produced. 



CfPtrto« 

«4 



Portugal had, at this time, reached the 
-ftimmit of its profperity and glory. Thole 
difcoveries and conquefts in the moft diftant 
regions of the globe, which had advanced that 
kingdom to a rank fo much fuperior to what 
it held before, were almoft completed. But 
JPohn the Third, under whofe government and 
aufpices fo great a number of difcoveries and 
conquefts had been made, was now in the de- 
cline of life ; beloved by his people ; refpeftcd 
by his neighbours -, and only felicitous to main- 
tain peace, and to render his fubjeds happy. 



and Swe^ 
4fm 



The thrones of Denmark and Sweden were 
filled by Chriftiern the Third and Guftavus 
Vafa. Under the juft and mild adminiftration 
of the former monarch, Denmark was begin- 
ning to recover from that exhaufted ftate to 
which civil diflenfions, the calamitie3 of foreign 
war, and the oppreflion of an odious tyrant; 
lately dethroned, had reduced it; while the 
Swedes, who, under Guftavus, had thrown 
off th? yoke of the neighbouring kingdom, 

and 
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and bcftowcd their crown upon their brave dc- ® ^^ ^ 
livcrer, were enjoying under him the fweets of 
liberty, and laying the foundation of that great- 
ncis to which they aftetwards attained* Neither 
of thefe nations, however, were yet in a condi- 
tion to take a part in the affairs of the other Eu- 
ropean powers; and the patriotic princes who 
ruled over them, found fufficicnt e;nploymcnt 
in eftabliihing tranquillity within their king-- 
doms. 



In Italy, the dominion of the church, 4atcly 
much diminilheci by the grant which Paul the 
Third had made of the Dutchies of .Parma and 
Placentia to Oftavio Farnefe his grandfdn, 
were fliut up between the Dutchy of Milan on 
the one hand, and the kingdom of Naples 
on the other. The fovereign Pontiff, there- 
fore, was more dependent on Philip, than upon 
any other prince, and was much more likely to 
find his intercft in courting that n^onarch's fa- 
vour, than in promoting any fchcmc of oppofi<i- 
tion to his defigns. 



efthe 

Popt*s d#« 
n]inioii&. 



Cosmo de Medici, Duke of Tufcany, had Tufcan^ 
been greatly indebted to the late Emperor for 
the fovereignty which he enjoyc^i ; and his do- 
minions were, by the Emperor's favour and his 
own wife policy, become fo confiderable, that 
•nly the viceroy of Naples, or the governor of 

Milan, 




fiavoy^ Par« 
ma, and _ 
JPJacentia. 
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Milan, could give him any juft ground of urf^ 
eafinefs. Both gratitude and intercft fccmcd 
to call on that political prince to attach himfelf' 
to the kmg of Spain, and t6 cultivate his friend^ 
ihip. 

OcTAVio de Farnefe, duke of Parma, haS 
been deprived of the dutchy of Pkcentia by 
the Emperor; and Philibcrt Emanuel, duke of 
Savoy, had been ftript, in his father's lifctimCi 
both of Savoy and Piedmont, by the French^ 
Witfcout the favour of Philip, neither of thefc 
two princes had any profpeCk of recovering hii 
dominions. 



Ttnice. "^^^ republic of Venice, formerly fo power- 

ful and ambitious, had, after the league of 
^ Cambray, difcovered the folly of their ambi- 
tion < and they now adhered ftedfaftly to thfe 
cautious maxim' of maintaining a ftrift neutrality 
in all the quarrels of the European powers : 
\<^ofe friendfhip, and efpecially that' of Philip, 
they were folicitous to fecure, as the only meaifs 
by which the invafions of their formidable eno* 
my, the Turkiih Sultan, could be repelled* 

DCFtece. From this view of the European States ML 
the time of Philip's acceffion, it is evident there 
was no other counterpoife in Chriftendorii to 
his power^ but France ; which was not indeed 
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t>f fo great extent as Philip's doiirintonS, but ^ ^^ ^ ' 

pofielSed fuch advantages m its fiCUation) in its I f ^ j r^^ 

people, and ib its government, as nwute it ait 

Icaft the fecond kingdom in Europe, and qua*- 

lifted it to fcrve as a bulwark of the general li- 

■bercy agatnft the power of Spain, Although : 

the frontkr of this mighty monatchy did not 

feach fo far as it does at prefent, yet it ex« 

tended from the Britiifa Channel to the Medt^ 

terrawanand Italy, and from the Pyrenees t3 

Germany and the Netherlands ; and, throt^ 

aH that fpace, was unmixt with. the temtorics 

of any other date ; lying ^between Philip's do** 

mim ons in Spain or Italy, and the Netherlands i 

and in the time of war, rendering it difficult 

for his troops in one of thefe countries, to cor 

cperate with thofe in the other. 

During the reigns of fcveral princes, tfit chsnSter^ 
French nation had been accuftomed'almoft per- ^ T^rumh. 
petually to the ufe of arms, and had never 
become fufficicntly acquainted cither with the 
arts, or with the fweets of peace, to be averfe 
to war. The fpirit of chivalry, the heroic va** 
lour, romantic love of military lame, whichy 
whilft the feudal government fubfifted, proved 
the fource of fo many calamities to the king^ , 
dom, ftill animated in a high degree the Frencli 
hobiEty; but having taken a different direc* 
tion, inftead of engaging them in hoftilities 

*igainft 
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I 6 o K againft one another, it inflamed them with the 
^im^ i,>^ laudable ambition of courting toil and dadger 

in fupport of the glory of the nation and the 

crown. 

nmfp, HtNftY the Steond, who governed this wart- 

like people, had already (hewn himfelf poflefled 
of no inconfiderable fhare of that ardent and 
ambirious fpirit by which his father was fo emi- 
nently diilinguilhed* He had not indeed the 
bold military genius of Frahcis « but this dc- 
fed in his charaftcr was abundandy fupplied 
by his generals: among whom were the Ma- 
rcfchal de Brifac, the conqueror of Piedmont i 
the Conftatle Montmorency, fo much cele- 
brated for his heroic valour j and Francis of 
Lorrain duke of Guifc, who had lately ac« 
quired immortal honour by his defenge of 
Mctz againft the Empcron 

Hit allies. Henry was formidable, from his connexions 
with foreign powers, as well as^on account of 
his internal refources. The Queen of Scots 
having been educated at his court, and be- 
trothed to his eldcft fon, her kingdom was 
likely to become a province of France. And, 
in imitation of his father, he had courted afli- 
duoufly the friendfhip of the Swifs, and en- 
tered into a ftrift alliance with the Sultan j as 
from the forincr he might, in cafe of a rupture 

with 
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with Spain, receive affiftancc by land, and from ^ ^^^^ ^ 
the latter by fea, on the coafts of Spain and 
Italy. 

It appeared, almoft frofti the beginning of 
Henry's reign, that he had thoroughly imbibed 
his father's paffions, his ambition to recover pof- 
ieflion of thofe Italian dominions which had 
occafioned fo many bloody wars, and his jea- 
loufy of the Spanifti or Auftrian power and 
greatnefi. 

Prompted by thefe paffions, he had, in the 
year one thoiifand five hundred and fifty-one, 
taken Oftavio Fartiefe, duke of Parma, under" 
hi^ proteftion, in oppofition both to the Pope 
and to the Emperor. And he had entered into 
a league againft Charles, with the Proteftant 
princes in Germany, than ^hich, he could 
not hate given a ftronger demonftration of his 
jcaloufy of the Emperor; fince the principal 
end of this alliance was, to fave from ruin in 
Germany, that religion, the profeffors of which 
he had perfecuted in France with unrelenting 
rigour. The war, which was the confequence 
of this alliance, continued with various fuccefs, 
till a ftop was put to it for a few months by 
the truce of Vaucelles above mentioned. By 
this truce the contending parties were to retain 
pofleffion of their conqucfts for five years, un- 

Vol. I. P lefs 
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* ^11^ ^ ^^"^ ^^^^ rcfpcftivc claims were adjufled before 
the expiration of that term. This was the prin- 
cipal article; and, in virtue of it, not only 
Mctz and Toul and Verdun, which rendered 
France fecure on the German frontier, but al- 
moft the whole of Savoy and Piedmont (the 
reftoradon of which the Emperor was ia ho- 
nour bound to procure to the duke of Savoy), 
were to remab in the hands of the French. , 
Charles would never have corifented to this 
condition, which he had rcjeftcd when it was 
propofed in the preceding year, had he not 
thought it neceflary that his fon Ihould enjoy 
fome years of peace. Henry, on the other, 
hand, had the highefl: reafon to be fatisfied; 
yet it was by him the truce was violated. Into 
this meafure, of which he had much reafon after^ 
wards to repent, he was drawn, partly by that 
hereditary ambition, which had impelled fo 
many of hjs predeceflbrs to attempt to gaia a 
footing in Italy, and partly by the intereftcd 
counfels o^the family of Guifc ; but chiefly by 
the folicitations and importunity of the fovereign 
pontiff. 

Paul the Fourth, one of the moft lingular 
rharaders of the age, and whofe conduct fur- 
nilhed, at this timCj, a ftriking contrail to that 
of the Emperor, had been lately advanced to 
the papacy i after having pafled the grcateft 

part 
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part of his Kfe cither in the ftudy of the learned ^ ^^^ ^ 
languages and fchblaftic theology, of in the 
aufterities of a cloifter. Born of the family of 
Caraffa in the kingdom of Naples, he had in 
his youth enjoyed fcveral rich preferments, and 
been employed as a nuncio in Naples, in Spain, 
and in England^ But having grown tired of 
this public life, he had relinquilhed the paths of 
ambition ; reflgned his benefices ; iriftituted an 
order of monks, and lived, for feveral years, iri 
ftrift conformity to the rigi4 ruks which he pre- 
fcribed them. Paul the Third with difficulty per- 
fuaded him to quit his retirement, '^nd accept the 
dignity of Cardinal : nor would he have beeri 
induced to comply with the Pope's requeft, by 
any other motive, but the hope of contributing 
towards the cxrirpation of the Lutheran herefy t 
againft which he had ever ihewn the moft fu- 
rious and bigoted zeal. He was the okJeft car-^ 
dinal when Marcelltis died -, a^nd this eircum- 
ftance had ferved not a little to promote his elec- 
tion; as it' flattered the other competitors with 
the profpe^k of feeing, ere long, another vacancy 
in the papal chain 

But his advanced age had given him ncrthcr 
moderation nor prudence, nor any lafcful. ac- 
quamtance with the world. He talked perpe- 
tually of the power belonging to the fucceflbr 
of St. Peter, and of his fupci'iority to princes. 
Da' iiji 
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B o^o K in terms that might have been fuflfercd in the 
w— V ""-'^ . dark ages of the churchy but which, from the re- 
volution men's fcntiments had lately tindergonc, 
appeared, even to his courtiers, ridiculous and 
extravagant* In all his demeanour he difcovercd 
a degree of haughtinefs, that aftoniflied thofe 
who obfervcd it; and he began his pontificate at 
the age of feventy-nine, with an ifnpetuofity and 
violence feldom to be met with in the ardour of 
youth \ 

His ne- He had long held a diftinguifhed, charafter 

phcws. £^^ fanftity of manners, and difinterefted zeal 
for the honour of the Holy See j but having 
now attained the highef): dignity to which he 
could alpirc, and having no longer any reafon to 
difguife his fentiments, he devoted himfelf> 
with a blind attachment^ to his nephews, and 
feemed to have no other aim, in the exercife of 
his pontifical power, than to advance their m- 
terefts, and affift them in the execution of their 
ambitious defigns. Unfortunately for the peace 
of Europe, their ambition could not be ia« 
tisfied with the dignities, which, as fupreme pen- 
tifi^, he had the power of conferring ; although 
he bellowed on Count Montorio^ his eldeft 



s 



* F. Paul» lib. V. Onuphrii Panvinni vita Pauli IV. 
Tl)uani> lib. xv. c. i2. Burnet's Hift. of the Ref. partii*. 
b. ii. 

nephew^ 
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nephew, the dukedom of Palliano, of which he . ^ ^^^ ^ 
had violently difpofleffcd Mark Antony Colon- 
na; on the fecond the government of Rome, 
with the county of Bagno, and the tide of Mar- 
quis of MontebcUo j and had made the young- 
eft a cardinal, and legate of Bologna. But 
thefe men alpired at fomc fovereign or inde- 
pendent eftablifliment, fuch as had been pro- 
cnred by Leo and Clement, for the Medici ; 
and by Paul the Third, for the family of Far- 
nefe. They faw ho other means of accomplifh- 
ing their defign, but by difpofleffing the Empe- 
ror and his fon of their Italian dominions : and 
to attempt this, both Paul and his nephews were 
incited by motives of refcntment, as well as 
intercft. The younger Caraffa, formerly a fol- 
dier, and one of the knights of Malta,' though 
now a cardinal, having, when he ferved in 
the Emperor's army in Germany, challenged a 
Spanilh officer to fingle combat, Charles had 
put him under arreft; and afterwards, when 
the Pope had conferred on him the priory of 
St. Jerom in Naples, the Emperor's viceroy 
had prevented him from entering on the poffef* 
fion of it*", 

Paul, himfelf, during his refidence as nuncio 
in Spain, having acquired the efteem of Ferdi* 

^ PalUvicini, p, 60. Father Paul, lib. v. 

D 3 nand 
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^ ^11^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^ Catholic, had been admitted by hini 
into the council of ftate, and had retained his 
place there after the acceflion of Charles. But 
having on fomc occafion fpokcn with too much 
freedom againft the Enjperor in the confiftory 
at Rome, Charles had tcftificd his difpleafure 
with him, by ordering his name to be ftruck out 
of the lift of counfellors. Not fatisfied with 
this, he had firft oppofcd his being admitted to 
the archbiihopric of Naples, to whi^h Paul the 
Third had prcfented hiip; and afterwards, 
though Charles was perfuaded by Julius the 
Third to confent to his inveftiture, yet he had 
mfilefted him in the excrcife of his jurifdi6tion ; 
and had exerted all his influence in the con- 
clave to prevent hjs advancement tp the papal 
throne**. 

These injuries made a deep impreflion on the 
proud and fiery temper of the pontiff; nor was 
he felicitous to conceal his indignatipn. Even 
in the prefence of the Cardinals of the Imperial 
party^ he ufed to inveigh bitterly againft the 
Emperor, and to join menaces to his invedtives j 
and would fometimes add, that they might in-i-' 
form their matter, if they pleafed, of what he 
iajd. 



^ Sutninonte» lib. x. p. 269. Pallavicinii lib. »u. e. jAv. 
p. Paul, life. V, 

h 
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It is probable, however, that he would not ^ ^^^^ ^ 
have forme4 the refolution of having recourfe, to ^ ' W ' j ^ 
arms, had not his nephews, and particularly the ^J^ 
Cardinal, the moft ambitious and intriguing, em- 
ployed various artifices to deceive him. They 
gave him information of nofturnal afiemblies 
held in Rome, by the partizans of the Emperor, 
at which, meafures were concerted prejudicial to 
his authority j they informed him of a deteftion 
which they had made, of pcrfons hired by the 
Emperor,. to poifon, or aflaflinate both him and 
them 5 and they carried him intercepted letters 
writ in cypher, from which, according to the Car- 
dinal's interpretation, it appeared that fome fe- 
cret machinations were in agitation againft him 
among the Imperial minifters. 

Bv thcfe and other means of the fame nature, 
they at once roufed his fears, and inflamed his re- ' 

ftntment ; and he at length refolvcd, in confor- 
mity with their advice, to endeavour to engage 
the French kbg, whofe war with the Emperor 
ftill fubfiiled, to enter into a treaty of alliance 
with him againft the common enemy. 

Having, with this view, called fuch of his Paul forms 
courtiers as he confided in, to a fecret confer- w/thHCT«^ 
cnce, at which he.defir^d the French ambafla- ^^' 
dor, Avanfon, to be prefent 5 he informed them 
of the fcveral plots againft him and his nephews, 
D 4 ' which 
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B o^^o K yffhjcU had fortunately been defeftcdi and la* 
mcnted that, notwithftftndmg it l;iad pleafcd God 
to, appoint him tQ be the cominQn father of Chrif-r 
tians, yet hi§ children, by cqnfpiring tq ac- 
coinpliih. his deilrudionj had reduced him to the 
painfol ncceffity of taking arm? againft th^m, in 
qrder to maintain that facred digijitjr with which 
he was invefted. And he concluded with fay^ 
ing, that his hopes of deliverance from the dan- 
gers which threatened him and the church, were 
fpunded principally on the power and zeal of hi^ 
mpft Chriftian majcfty. 

AvAiJSO^ replied to this difcourfe, by afllir- 
iBg him that the king and kingdom of France 
would be ready to devote themfelves to the 
defence of his facred perfon, and the Apoftolic 
See J and Paul difmiffed the affembly, after 
observing that he hoped ere long to fee one of 
the king^s fons in poffeflion of Naples, and ano-i 
ther, of the Dutchy of Milan^. 

CARAFFAthe cardinal, impatient of delay, imr 
mediately fet qxx foot a treaty between his vncfe 
and Avanfon ; and having, without much diffi- 
culty, brought it to a conGlufiQn,he tranfmitted it 
to the court of France % 

The 

9 From this treaty it is evident, that however felicitous 
Paul was to advance the ambitious and. intcfefted views of 

his 
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The mod important articles were thefc, That ^ ^jj^ ^ 
Ae King of France ihould tajce upon himfetf the 
protCiaion of the Pope, and all the family of 
Caraffa : that the Pope ihould furnilh an army 
of t/tn tiiDufknd n)en; aad the King the fame, 
or a greater dumber, if neceffary, to co-operatQ 
with the ecclefiaftical forces, in rcftoring liberty 
to ,Tufc^ny> and in expelling the Imperi^ifts 
and Spaniards from thq kingdoms of Naples 
and Sicily. And that, in cafe their arms 
Ihould be attended with fuccefs, the Pope fhould 
immediately grant the inveftiture of thefe king^ 
dotps to a younger fon of the French monarch 5 
rpferving for the Ecclisfiaftical State, the city 
of Benevento, with its territory, and an annual 
tribute of twenty thoufand crowns ; befides an 
independent eftablifliment, in the kingdom of 
Naples, of twenty-five thoufand crowns, for the 
Count Montorio 5 and another of fifteen thoun 
fajod for Antonio dc CarafFa ^ 

This treaty met with fuch a reception at the 
court of France, as Avanfon had given reafon 
to expeft. Henry was allured by the profpe^Jt 
which it opened to him of acquiring thofe Ita- 

bis nephews^ he was not entirely under their diredlion, nor 
altogether regardkfs of the intereftof the Holy See, Palla- 
viciniy lib. xiii. c^xv. 
^ Summonte^ lib. x, p^ 2y9. 

lian 
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* ^^ ^* Kan dominions, for which his predcccflbrs had 
fo often contended; and was of himfcif ftrongly 
inclined to comply with the pope's propofals* 
The conftable Montmorency, ever bold, and 
often rafh in aftion, but in counfel provident, 
circumfpeft, and cautious, employed fcveral 
cogent arguments to difiuade him; and was 
warmly fcconded by the cardinal of Tournon^ 

They obferved; that, as the Emperor was 
about to refign his dominions, it was highly 
probable, that either a peace, or a truce with 
Spain, might foon be eftabliftied ; they repre- 
fcnted how pernicious all thofe enterprifes in 
Italy had been, which Henry's anceftors had 
undertaken, in circumftances much more fa- 
vourable than at the prefent period, when the 
nation was exhaufted by a long fucceflion of 
expenfive wars. And they endeavoured to con- 
vince him of the imprudence of unneceflarily 
prolonging war with a prince poffeffed of fo 
many refources as the Emperor, depending on 
the feeble aid of a pope, at the age of eighty ; 
after whofe death thofe very forces on which he 
now relied, would probably be ranged on the 
fide of the enemy. 

Henry, who had been longaccuftomed to pay 
the higheft deference to the conftable's opinioi\, 
woi4d have yielded to thefe arguments, had 

they 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN, 43 

they not been warmly oppofcd by the duke of ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Guife, and his brother the cardinal of Lorrain 5 
who flattered the king's ambition, and thereby 
obtained an eafy viftory on this occafion over 
their rival. Whether there was ground for the 
fuipicions which were entertained, that Guile 
had formed a defign on the kingdom of Naples, 
and the cardinal on the papal throne, it is im<- 
pofiibk to decide; but, from the intercfted 
and ambitious charafters of thcfe men, there is 
reafon*to believe, that neither a regard to the 
welfere of France, nor the glory of the King, 
determined them to offer the counfel which 
thpy gave. They knew that the management 
of die war, arjd the condqft of all the negoci'- 
ations relative to it, would be put into their 
hands; and they hoped, if the event were prof- 
perous, to enjoy in Italy, a more independent 
authority than they could expe<5t to excrcife in 
France, where they muft fubmit to perpetual 
controul from the prefcnce^of the King, or from 
their rivak in the court. 

<f So fair an opportunity," faid the Cardinal, 
'f of recovering thofe dominions in Italy, Which 
thjc crown of Spain has ufurped, ought not to 
be negleftcd. It was from the fovercign pon- 
tiff, that the French monarchs had originally 
received their tide to the Neapolitan kingdom ; 
apd it would not be difficult for the King to 

aflcrt 
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BOOK aflcrt his claim, with the affiftance of the prc- 
^.-^^^,_j fent Pope, wbofe family would, by their credit 
and influence, engage the friends of France to 
(land forth in defence of a caufe which their 
anceftors had fo ftrcnuoufly fupported. And 
with regard to what had been faid of peace with 
the Emperor, as the prolpeft of it was extremely 
precarious, fo it was not to be fuppofed, that 
"^ny benefit that would accrue from it, could be 
put in the balance with that acceffion of glory, 
which the King and the French nation would 
derive from the propofed alliance."' 
* 
This fpecious, buf flimfy declamation, pro- 
duced the defired efFeft on the improvident; 
temper of the King. The cardinal of Lorrain, 
agreeably to his expedtations, was immediately 
ordered to repair to Rome j and the cardinal of 
Tournon, though extremely averfe to the mea- 
fure adopted, was required to accompany him. 
Not long afterwards the treaty was concluded 
in form, and both parties began fecretly to pre-* 
pare for putting it in execution. 

Tniccof But Henry foon forgot the obligations which 

vauceue^, j^^ j^^j brought himfclf under in this treaty | 

'^^^* and, in lefs than two months after it was figned^ 

agreed to the truce of Vaucelles. The cardi- 
nal of Lorrain was at that time in Italy ; and 
f4c Conftable, taking advantage of his abfence, 

, reprefcntc^ 
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reprefcnted to the King in fo ftrong a light, the ^ ^^^ ^ 
benefit which would arifc from the truce, as ^' ^ /^ ' u 
overcame the refolution of thajt unfteady prince, 
and pcrfuaded him to abandon thofc alluring 
profpcfts with which he had been dazzled and 
deceived.' The Cardinal, after his laft audi- 
ence of the Pope, was about to fct out from 
Rome, in order to folicit the duke of Ferrera 
and the republic of Venice to accede to the al- , 
lianceS; when intelligence was brought him 
from the court of France, that, in a conference 
held at Vaucelles for an exchange of prifoncrs, 
a truce, with the condition of leaving ^th 
parties in poffeflion of their conquefts, had 
been prbpofed by the Imperialifts. But he 
thought it fo exceedingly improbable that either 
the Emperor, or Philip, would confent to this 
condition, that he ftill perfifted in his journey, 
and left his information with the cardinal of 
Tournon, to be communicated tp the Pope. 
It made no greater impreffion on Paul, than on 
the cardinal of Lorrain. He endeavoured to 
make Tournon believe, that fuch a truce would 
give him pleafure ; but it was an event, he faid, 
to be defired, rather than to be hoped for, or 
e3q>edcd. 

Not many days after, he received certain conftema- 
intelligence from his nuncio at the court of 
France, that this event, which he thought fo 
^ exceedingly 
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* o o ^ exceedingly improbable, had taken plac^ ; thar 
!■■ m^nm^ the truce was aftiially figned, and that Henry, 
as well as the Emperor and his fon, had fworn 
to obferve it > the firft at Blois, in the prefencc 
cf the Count dc Lalain, and the two laft before 
the Admiral de Coligni at Bruflcls. The news 
of this tranfaftion excited in Paul and his ne- 
phews the mofl: alarming apprehenfions. The/ 
were confcious of having given the Emperor 
and Philip the jufteft ground of offence. They 
could not fuppofe that their conduft had been 
entirely fecret, and they were now expofed ta 
the rf fentment of enemies, by whom they mtift 
be quickly overwhelnied •, 

iixsdiifi- In order to elude that vengeance which they 
muiation, juftiy merited, Paul affcfted to rejoice, as be- 
came the father of the Chriftian church, at fee- 
ing an end put to the calamhies of war. Uff- 
der this malk he concealed his intention for 
fome time, and that he might conced rt ftill 
longer and more effedually, he fcnt two nun- 
cios, a cardinal of the name of Rebiba, to the 
Emperor and Philip; and his nephew Cardinal 
Caraffa, to the King of France. He gave the 
lame public inftruftions to both, and ordered 
them to make an offer to thefc princes of his 
mediation for cftablifliing a folid peace on the 

s PallaviciBi, libr xiii. Cr xvi. 

foundation 
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foundation of the truce j and to treat with them ^ ^^j^ ^ 
of tte mcafures proper to be taken for aflem- V- - v^ - ^ 
bling a general council. But the real defign 
of CarafFa's cmbafly was, to perfuade Henry 
to fiilfil the conditions of that alliance with the 
Pope into which he had entered fome months 
before \ 

Rebiba was purpofely detained in Rome for 
icveral weeks ; but CarafFa, having carried 
along with him marefchal Strotzi, a kinfmun 
of the Queen of France, proceeded in his jour- 
ney to Paris with the utmoft expedition. He 
pofleffed, in an eminent degree, the art and 
eloquence neceflary for executing the difficult 
negociation which he had undertaken. And it 
was not without good reafon that the Pontiff, 
when he refledled on his nephew's talents, ftiU 
flattered himfelf with the hopes of fuccefs. 

Upon his arrival at Founcainbkau, CarafFa ^^^^^"^ 
found the Courtiers divided as formerly, with Henry to 

' violate tbt 

regard to the fubjeft of this embafly. When truce 
Henry firft entered into, alliance with the Pope, 
the Conftable was fufpcdcd of having too faintly' 
oppofed it J not from any dbubt which he 
entertained of its inexpediency, but, either 
from the faithlels complaifance of a courtier: 

? Pallavicini, Kb, xiii. c, xvi 

to 
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to the inclinations of the King j or froni a dc- 
fire to have his rivals of the family of Guife 
rcmoVed to a diftahce from the court. But 
i<rhatever ground there was for this fulpicion, 
it is certain that Montmorency had been the 
chief promoter of the truce of Vaucelles; and 
that he now ftiewed himfelf extremely averle 
to that fliameful violation of it, which CarafFa 
had come to folicit. 

The duke of Guife, on the other hand, and 
his brother the Cardinal, were ftill as much 
bent on the Italian war as ever ; and made no 
more fcruple to exhort their matter to under-, 
take it, after he had fworn to obferve the truce 
with the Emperor, than they had done formei^y, 
when he was at liberty, confidently with his 
honour, either to embrace or rejeft it. 

Between the oppofitc counfcls which were 
given him, the unftable mind of Henry re- 
mained for feveral days in fulpenfe. Elated 
with the fuccefs which had hitherto attended 
his arms, and inflamed with the ambition of 
acquiring the Neapolitan kingdom, he was in- 
clined to a renewal of the war, and withheld 
his confent from it, only out of relpeft for his 
oath, and his deference to the opinion of the 
Conftable. At length Carafia having gained 
over the Queen, through the influence of 

Strozzi; 
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Strozzi; and the Guiic3 having jemidoyed the 
ftiU more powerful intercellion of the duchcfs of 
Vakntinois *, Henry began to yield to the inv 
portunity of fuch powerful folicitors> and ad- 
mitted Caraffa to a private audience^ which hie 
had rcquefted, in rfic hopes of completing that 
viftory over the Conftable's remonftrances, and 
the King's remaining fcruplcs, which his aflb- 
ciates had begun. On this qccafion, havings 
with the ufual ceremony, prcfented to the King, 
a confccrated fword, he remonftrated to him»i 
at great length, on the breach of his engage*- 
ments with the Pontiff; and when he found 
that Henry was not offended with this freedom^ 
he next addreffed himfelf to his ambition, and 
rcprcfented, that a more favourable junftura 
than the prefent could not be defired for at- 
tempting to expel the Spaniards from Italy4 
That the reins of government were now aban- 
doned by the Emperor, and committed to his 
fon; who, befides his inexperience, was ex- 
tremely unacceptable to the Italian (tates and 
princes, and was not yet firmly cftabliflied on 
his throne. That his exchequer was drained by 
thofe expeniive wars in which the Emperor 
had been almoft contbually engaged ; and his 
armies were neither fo numerous nor fb flourifh-^ 
bg as at any former period fince the com- 

' The famoui Diana of Poitiers, Henry's miftrefi* 

ToL. I« fi meoccrQcnt 
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:b ^^^ mencement of! his Other's Feign. Whik^on the 
other handy the French army would have eafy 
accefs ta Naples, through the territories of the 
Pope» ai?d would thence likewife be furnifhed^ 
bodi with freih troops^ and with abundant fup* 
pUcsof ammunition and provifions. 

Henry found it difficult any longer to with- 
hodd hb confent. But there were two points on 
which he required ftill farther fatisfiuStion/ than 
eidier Caraffa^s arguments or promiies had 
given him. He could not entirely diveft him- 
lelf of the fcruples which arofe from his oath y 
and nothing offered by Caraffa had taken off* 
the force of the Conftable's objcftion againft 
entering into engagements with a Pope in the 
extremity of old age, who, it was Ifl^Iy, would 
die before the end of the propofed. alliance 
could be accompliflicd. Caraffa had forefeen 
both thcfc difficulties, and wai* prepared to re- 
move them. He produced from Paul a power 
to abfolve Henry from the obligation of his 
oath i he engaged that fuch a number of cardi- 
nals, partifans of Francpy and enemies to Spain, 
fliould be nominated at the next promotion, as 
would fecure to Henry the abfolutc dilpofal of 
the papacy, in the event of the Pontiff^'s death ; 
and, for his further I'cciirity, he promilcd,*in all 
events, that Bolpgna, Ancona, Paliano, Ciyita- 
. "" Vecchia^ 
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Vccchia, and even the caftle of Sf. Ang^lOj ® P ^ ^ 
fljould be put into his pofTeflion. 

The war was now refolved upon without fur- 
flier hcfitation. Caraffa immediately dilpatched 
a meflenger to Rebiba^ who, according- to his 
inftruilions, was advancing by flow journies to-, 
wards BruiScls, to inform him of what had pafledi 
and to defire him to return to Rome. Henry 
received abfblution in form from the obligation 
of that facred law of Nature, which enjoins the" 
obfervance of an oath j and, at the fame timc^ 
he received a difpenfation from a law of na- 
tions, confidered as no lefs facred, by which it' 
was held to be unchriftian and barbarous to be- 
gin hoftnitics without a previous declaration of 
War^ 

As he flattered himfelf that his tranfaftioh 
with Caraffa might be for fome time concealed, 
he wastlctcfminedj if pofllble, to attack the Em- 
peror and Philip, while, trufting to the truce, 
they wete off their guard. And thus did thU 
moniu'ch, who was not kfs virtuous than' moft of 
his cotcmporary princes, deliberately rcfolve 
to add treachery to the peijury and falfchood ^ 
into which he had been betrayed 5 under a per-^ 
fuafion that his conduft was hot only juftifiablei 

^ ThuaoM, lib. xvH. c. vii. Father Paul, lib, r* Palla-* 
R 4 but 
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but even honourable, and meritorious in the fight 
of God and man. Such is the fafcinating power 
of falfc religion i and fo pernicious to fociety' 
that impious pretenfion to the power of annyl* 
Bng the Tacred obligaiions of morality, which was 
claimed by the Roman pontiffs, and which, 
through the ignorance of their votaries, they 
were permitted for many ages to enjoy. 

Caraffa had endeavoured to conceal his nc- 
gociatton at the Court of France, under the pre- 
text of treating with the King al^out the efta- 
blifhment of peace, and the calling of a general 
council. But the Emperor and Philip were too 
well acquainted with his character, to be fo eafily 
deceived. They had penetrated into the real 
intention of the embafly, and had for fome tim^ 
kept a watchful eye over all the motions both of 
Henry and the Pope. 

fcnV*f' '^^^ conduct of Paul was' extremely ill-calcu- 

Paui. lated to elude the penetration of the Spanilh 

minifters. ' Befides excommunicating the fa- 
mily of Colonna, and depriving them of their 
territories, he Had treated with much feverity 
aod injuftice all thalc whom he fufpeiEted of 
being attached to the Spaniih intereft; and 
had. received, in the moft gracious manner, 
fome Neapolitan exiles, who had fled to Rome. 
Some of his letters having been intercepted, 

he 
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he had put to the torture Antonio dc Taffis poft- book 
matter at Rome, though a Spanifh fubjedl i and, 
in violation of a privilege long enjoyed by the 
kings of Spain, had given his office to another. 
He had put under arreft de la Vega, ^Philip's 
ambaflador at Rome ; and, with no fmall degree 
of vanity, fet on foot a. trial in the confiftory, 
againft Philip himfclf, on pretence that, as his 
liege -lord, he had a right to deprive him 
of the kingdom of Naples, on account of 
his having failed in the payment of 700 ducats, 
which he alleged was an annual tribute due 
from the pofleffor of that kingdom to the Holy 
See'- 

While Paul gave thefe impotent proofs of 
his r^fentment, his nephews were making di- 
ligent preparation for the approaching war. 
They were employed affiduoufly in repairing 
the fortifications of RQtne, Paliano^ and other 
places. And, having levied a confiderablc num- 
ber of troops, they engaged Camillo Orfini, one 
of the ableft generals of the age, to con}m.^nd 
them. 

The adminiftration of Philip*s affairs in Italy thcMB^ 
lyas at this time in the hands rf Ferdinand dc 

* GiaDone> liv. xxxiii, c. 1. The duke of Alya's letter in 
Summonte, torn, iv, p. 270. Clement VXI. had renounced 
tiii« claim. 
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B 6 K Toledo duke of Alva -, a Angular and diftm- 
guiihcd pcrfonage in Philip's reign, whom 
there will be frequent occafion to mention in the 
fequcl. He was arrogant, vain, and proud ; 
violent, inflexible, and relentlefsi but paticnC, 
prudenr, and fagacious -, inured from his youth 
to arms, and poflcflcd of confummate (kill in the 
art of war. He had been intruded with the 
fupreme command of the Emperor's forces in 
Germany; and, though unfuccefsful in the 
fiege of Metz, had difcovered uncommon vi-* 
gbur and abilities. He did pot, however, en- 
joy the fame degree of credit with the fa- 
rfier, which he afterwards attained under the 
fon ', whom he nearly rcfembled in his charac- 
ter, and whofe favour he had courted with 
great affiduity and fucccfs. Through the in- 
fluence of Ruy Gomez dc Silva, Philip's prin* 
cipal fevourite, who beheld with a jealous eye 
Alva's growing favour with the King, and wa$ 
defirous, on that account, to have him removed 
to a diftance from the helm of government, he 
liad, about a year before, been iappdintcd vice- 
roy of Naples, as well as governor of Milan^ 
and commander in chief of all th«^ Spanifli forces 
in Italy. 

•Philip had been fully informed by Alva, of 
the Pope's condu6h with regard to him ; and 
even before he knew of his alliance with Henry, 

tie 
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he coidd not entertain any doubt of his intent * ^^ ^ 
tiana. Had he pertnitted Alva to aft with vi- 
gour, and to improve the advantage over Paul, 
which his dcfcncclcfs fituation afforded him, he 
might have got poffcflTion of all his fortified 
places, have deterred Henry from entering into 
any new connexion with him, juid have thereby 
prevented the renewal of the war. But beirig 
convinced that Henry would never violate the 
truce of VauccUcs, by which he was fo great a 
gainer ; and knowing that the Pontiff tould d6 
nothing without the afliftance of the French, he 
gave orders to Alva, to ufe every art of per* 
foafion, before he ihould have recourfc to arms. 
Alva, though naturally averfe to all mild expe- 
dients, complied with his inftruftions ; apd, 
by letter* and meffengers, complained, remon- 
ftrated, and even foothcd and flattered both 
Paul and his nephews. All his eridcavoursj 
however. Were ineffc<auaL They ftill con- 
tinued their preparations;, and gave him 
fometimes haughty, and always uhfatisfaAory 
replies. At length the duke of Alva fent 
PiiTo de Loffredo, with one letter to the col- 
lege of cardinals,^ and another to Paul^; in 
which, after enumerating the various bjuries 
which his^ matter had received, and renewing 
his , former offers of peace and friendihip, he 

* The original letters ars prefer ircd by Sammonte, lib, x» 
tnd dated Augirft 21,1556. 

E 4 con- 
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^ <y> K eondudcd with prottfting, that if his offers 
were again rejected, the Pope fhould be charge- 
able with all the calamities that might follow. 
Before the arrival of Loffredo, Paul had re- 
ceived inteDigcncc from France of the fuccefi 
of the Cardinal's ncgociation j and the duke of • 
Alva's letter fcrvcd only to precipitate him into 
new extravagances. He threw LofFredo into 
prifon, and would even have put him to death, 
had not the college of cardinals interpofed*. 
He then gave orders to Aldobrandin, the confif- 
torial advocate^ to finifh the proccfs which he 
had begun againft Philips on account of his 
failure in the paying tribute for Naples; and, 
dfter hearing the caufc pleaded, he palled fen- 
tcnce, depriving him of thtf fovereignty of that 
kingdom •. 

This violent conduft of Paul gave great of- 
fence throughout^ Europe ; and, in Italy, fervcd 
rather to obftruft, than to promote his defigns. 
The Venetians refufed to accede to his alliance $ 
and the Neapolitans, perceiving what the ambi^ 
tion of his nephews aimed at, with reipedt tQ 
them, entered warmly into all the prudent ihea- 
fures which the duke of Alva planned for their 
defence. 

* Summoote* lib. x. p. 277. , iSianone, lib. xxxiil. c.i. 
^ Gianooe adds^ that he was difltia^ed fro|n pabliihbg it 
by Camcrario of Bcoevcnto, the gitat Civilian^ a NeapoU- 

But 
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But Paul's extravagant behaviour did not ^ o ^ ^ 



excite in Philip that refentment and indignation 
which might have been cxpcftcd from a young, fcr^^ 
ambitious^ powerful monarch, of a temper of 
mind impatient of injuries and affronts. Not-' 
withftanding the contumelious treatment which 
he had received) he ftill continued irrcfolutc, 
and difcovercd an amaxing rcluiftance againil 
proceeding to extremities. 

Some hiftorians affirm^ that h6 had early im- 
bibed, from the Spanifti Ecckfiaftics, who had 
thf^ care of his education, the higheft venc* 
ration for die Holy See ; and entertained fonic 
fcruples as to the lawfulncfs of employing force 
againft the fovereign Pontiff. Others aflert, 
that thefe fcruples were mere grimace and af- 
feftation. He had already formed the plan of 
fubjefting Europe to his dominion; and zeal 
for the Catholic faith was both the pretext and 
the inftrument which he had refolvcd to cm-^ 
ploy for accompli fhing his dcfign. 

Neither of thefe accotmts ought to be en- 
tirely rejefted} and neither of them ought to 
be admitted as fatisfaiftory. On the one hand, 
Jt is impoffible tp doubt that ambition, and not . 
religion, was the ruling principle of Philip's 
conduft i and on the other, when we rcfledl on 
the paios which were taken, from his earlieft 

infancy,^ 
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the popiih faith, and confidcr how ferious and 
zealous he ever appeared in the profeffion and 
fupportofiti it will be impoffible to fuppofc, 
that, in religious matters, he was entirely' hy- 
pocritical. It is improbable that' any perfon 
could ad fo uniform a part as Philip did, with- 
out feeling, in a confide rable degree, the power 
of that motive which he held fprth to the world 
as the principle of his condud. Nor docs it 
afford the fmaljefl: prefumption againft this fup- 
pofition, that his condud was, on many occa- 
fions, inconfiftent with religious fmcerity. His 
religion was not fiirely pure and genuine. It 
was neither the religion of nature, nor that of 
Chrift, but was the barbarous fup^rftition of 
the church of Rome, which, in the age of Phi- 
lip, inftead of deterring men from vice, tended 
to encourage them in the pradice of it, by in- 
culcating upon them the higheft reverence for 
an order of priefts, fuppqfed to be invcftcd^ 
with the power of abfolving from the guilt and 
punilhment of the moft enormous crimes. To* 
Philip's fupcrftitious veneration for the Holy 
Sec, therefore, may be afcribed, in part, both 
his moderation in the prefent jundure, and a 
rfefolution which he formed, to confult the moft 
^diftinguifhed divines, with regard to thc'law- 
fulnefs of waging war againft an enemy whofe 
perfon he deemed fo facred and inviolable. 

I Those 




PHILIP n. KING OF SPAIN, 

Those men knew well what caunfel was 
fuited to his prefent circumftances ; and they 
dcclarcdj that, although it behoved him to be^a 
with lupplicating his Holinefs^ as the univerfai 
father of the church, yet, if his entreaties were 
rcje£ked, the law of nature would petait him to 
defend his territories^ and to vindicate his right 
by force of arms \ 

By this anfwer, Philip's religious (cruples Aha*iiiii^ 
were removed. Still, however, he lamented Sw?*^'* 
the neccffity he lay under, of beginning his 
reign wilth hoftilities, againft a power, with 
which, more than with any other, he was dc* 
firous of cultivating peace and friendlhip. But 
at laft, after having loft a great deal of time in 
ncgociating, he fent orders to the duke of Alva 
to take the field. 

That general, having Ibme time before »5f^ 
gone from the dutchy of Milan to the kingdom 
of Naples, and fixed his head-quarters n^ar the 
confines of the Ecclefiaftical Sute, began his 
march in the beginning of September one thou* 
fand five hundred and fifty-fix, with a well dif- 
ciplined army; which, though finall in nixm-^ 
ber, was fuperior to that which the Pontiff* ha4 
provided to oppofc it. In a few weeks Alv% 

9 Ferrcras, vol. ix. p. 37 j. 
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* ^iT^ ^ reduced fcvcral towns in the Campagoa di 
t 0i ^' » ^ Roma; and took poflcflion of them in the name 
'**^^' of the facrcd college, and of the future Pope. 
The people of Rome were thrown into conftcr- 
nation by his approach ; and many fatnilies left 
the city, in order to avoid the calamities of a 
fiege. Paul ftill retained all his wonted haugh- 
tinefs, and poured out threats and anathemas 
againft the enemy. 

*•_?*"* • But the duke of Alva ftiU continued to ad- 
vance till his troops could make incurflons al- 
moft to the g^tes of Rome, In this fituatioa 
Cardinal CarafFa found his uncle's affairs upon 
his return from France. The army whith he 
had obtained from Henry had already reached 
Piedmont; but, being detained there by the 
rigour of the winter, could not arrive in time 
to fave Rome from falling into the hands of the 
Spaniards. In order to prevent this, Carafia 
prevailed on Paul, who, from pride, and igno- 
rance of his danger, was extremely rcluftant, to 
^ apply for a ceffation of arms; and .Alva, at the 
requeft of his uncle, the cardinal of St. James;, 
confcnted to a conference with Caraffk, in the 
Ifle of Fiumicino. He could not be ignorant, 
that this crafty Italian's intention was only to 
amufc him till. the French army IhoOld ap-" 
proach. But an interval of repofe was no lefi 
expedient for h'iriifelf/than for the enemy. His 

utny 
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army was greatly diminilhed by putting garri- * ^^^^ ^ 
fons into the conquered towns. His fhips with ^ ■■^^y^^-iJ 
provifions had been long detained by contrary *^^ '. 
winds ; and his prefence was neceffary in Naples, 
to haften his levies, and put the kingdom into 
a pofture of defence before the arrival of the 
duke of Guife. Influenced by thefc confidera- 
tions, Alva readily confented to a truce of forty 
days; and, immediately after concluding it, 
he fet out for Naples, where he exerted him- 
fclf, with (great alTiduity, in completing his pre- 
parations for the next campaign. 

The duke of Guife had now pafled the AIps,^ 1557, 
with twelve thoufand foot, and near two thou- 
fand horfe, and had advanced as far as Rheg- 
gio. There he was met by the duke of Ferrara,' 
who, having acceded to the alliance between 
the Pope and Henry, had brought along with 
him near fcven thouland men. Guile delibe- 
rated for fome time whether he fhoiild begin. 
Ms operations with laying fiege to Cremona, 
Milan, and other towns in the north of Italy ; 
or, leaving thefe behind him in the hands of 
the enemy, Ihould march diredly towards 
Naples. He had been earneillji exhorted by 
marefchal de BrifTac, whom he faw in. Picd^ 
mont, to embrace the former of thefe mea*. 
fores, as b^ing the fafeft and moft ptaiti-.. 
cable f and in this opinion the duke of Fcrrara 

con- 
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concurred ; but Guifc had received pofitive or* 
ders from the King, to be dircfted in this mat- 
■^^'* ttr by the Pope, who infifted that he fhpuld 
advance without delay towards Naples. In 
compliance, therefore, with his inftruftions, he 
purfued his march fouthward fill he reached 
the frontiers of that part of the kingdom which 
is called the Abruzzd. At his arrival in Rome> 
he was received in triumph, as if he had been 
^ already crowned with viftory. But he foon 
^und that he had been cruelly deceived by. 
Caraffa, with regard to the afliftance which that 
^ prelate had lb confidently promifcd him in the 
name of the Pontiff; who had not been abk 
cither to raife the troops which he had ftipu* 
lated, or to furnifh his magazines with an ade^ 
quate^ quantity of military ftores. Guife was 
extremely mortified at his prefcnt difagrceablc 
fltuation, and faw that he was likely to meet 
with nothing but difgrace and fhame, where he 
had flattered himfclf with the hopes of adding. 
^^ to his former glory. He laid fiege, however, 
Civitdia. to Civitclla, and carried on his operations 
againft it, for more than diree weeks, with his 
wonted ipirit and intrepidity* After having 
made a breach in the wall, he attempted to 
take the^place by ftorui. But his troops were^ 
repuHed with great lofs by the garrifon, who 
were bt*vcly feconded by the inhabitants. Even ' 
the women difcovcred, on this occafion, the' 

moft 
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moft undaunted refolurion, and feemed - deter- 
mined to lay down their lives, rather than fub- 
mit to the dominion of the French^ whofe in- '^^^"" 
folent ufe of viftory, in former Italian expedi- 
ttons9 was not yet, after many years, obliterated 
from their minds* ^ 

The duke of Alva had refolved, with his 
ufual caution, to ad on the dcfenfive ; and to,- 
fortify his camp on the fouth fide of the river 
Pifcarra, which lay between him and the ene-, 
my. But when he found that their cnterprife 
againft Civitella detained them fo long, he con-^ 
eluded that the accounts which he had received. 
of their ftrength muft have been exaggerated >> 
and therefore he crofled the river, and advanced. 
towards them. ; , 

Guise was extremely unwilling to quit* the Butisob- 
liegc; but, having received certain intelligence. J^^*^'^'"^ 
that the Spanifh army was fuperior to his own, 
he; liftcned to the advice of marefchal Strozzi ; ' 
and retired into the Ecclefiaftical territories;* 
Alva followed him : but neither he nor Guifc ■ 
fcem to have wifhed for a general engagement. 
The former could not have ventured on it with ' 
any probability of fuectfs; and the- latter' 
thought it abfurd to rifle a kingdom without ne- 
celTity on the chance of a batde^. 

< ILirseos fays, that Gaife laboured to fcrce Alva to e)|« 
gigci but this does not appear from the detail in Thtfanirs. 

WKiLsr 
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Whilst thcfe things paffed in the Abruzzo, 
Mark Antony Colonna made rapid progrefe in 
'*^^' the neighbourhood of Rome, where he reduced 
ieveral forts and towns, and obtained a vidtory 
over the Pope's forces, commanded by Julio 
Orfini and the marquis of Montebello. 

By thcfe difafters, Paul was overwhelmed 
With terror. And when he was lamenting in the 
confiftory, the calamities in which his domi- 
nions were involved, he expreflfcd his dreadj 
that ere long the Vatican itfelf would be in the 
hands of the enemy. He added, that he longed 
now to be with Chrift j and, as if he had en- 
gaged in the prefent war from zeal for the faith, 
and not from ambition and refentmcnc, he con* 
eluded with faying, that he would wait'' for his 
crown of martyrdom without difmay. 

Hb was willing, however, fo prefervc his 
earthly crown as long as poffible -, and had fent 
to the duke of Guife, intreating him to haftcn 
towards Rome for his defence. This general 
was now on his march thither j full of vexation 
and chagriii on account of the inglorious part 
which he hSad adcd. JHtc called upon cardinal 
Caraffa to fulfil his promifes^ and he employed 
a|l his intcrefl: to procure fupplies from the 
Court pf France. But the Pope's refources were 
already c^hauftcdi and the French monarcli 

had ' 
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had more than fufficfent employment at home for » ^ ^o k 
all the troops which lie had referved, after pro- v. — i^* w 
viding for his Italian expedition. ^^^^' , 

Philip had^ for the reafons above mentioned. The war la 
entered into the war with reluftance 5 but hav- ^'^^•* 
ing, in the origin of it, received the higheft 
provocation from Henry, as well as from the 
Pope, and knowing that, in the beginning of 
his reign, the eyes of all Europe would be fixed 
upon his conduft, he had refolvcd to exert his 
utmoft vigour, and to attack Henry, in that 
quarter, where he could moft fuccefsfuUy anno^ / 
him. 

With extraordinary induftry and difpatch> 
he aflembled a numerous army in the neigh- 
bourhood of Charlemont, under die -commiand 
of Philibert Emanuel, duke of Savoy. And 
Emanuel cheerfully undertook the charge com- 
mitted to him, as it gave him at once an 
jDpportunity of difplaying his great abilities, 
and of taking vengeance on the French king, 
by* whom he had been expelled from his domi- 
nions. Of the army which was coUefted, 
only a fmall part eonfifted . of Spaniards ; the 
grcateft part were either Dutch and Flemings, 
or Germans. In levying them, Philip was 
much indebted to the zeal and alacrity with 
which his' fubjefts in the Netherlands cfpoufed 
his caufe. For the States of thefe provinces. 

Vol. I. F not- 
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^ ^^^ ^ notwithftanding the prejudice to their com* 
im^m j im^ merce, which they forcfaw muft arife from the 
'^^^* war, granted, with unufual liberality, all the fup- 
plies which he demanded. But while in this 
they gave proof of their loyalty, they difcovered, 
by another part of their condufl:, their jcaloufy 
and difcontent. They refcrved in their own 
hands the adminiftration of the money which 
they voted him ; and appointed commilTioncrs 
to apply it to the payment of the troops. This 
aftion, which proceeded from their jealoufy of 
the Spaniards, made a deep imprcflion on the 
dark refentful mind of Philip ; it contributed to 
alienate his afFeftions from his Flemifh fubjefts t 
and gave him an inveterate prejudice againft 
that free conftitution of their government, by 
which they were thus enabled to limit his au- 
' thority. But he was fenfible how improper it 

would have been, in the prefent conjunfture, to 
difcover his refentment, or to difpute their pri- 
vileges. He agreed to accept of their fup- 
plies, with the condition annexed to the grant 
of them 5 and proceeded wo complete his prepa- 
rations. 

PhUipen- , Not fatisfied with the army which he had 
bndin[he drawn together from Germany and the Nether- 
lands, augmented by a reinforcement fent from 
Spain ; he refolved, if pofllblc, to perfuade the 
Engliih to enter into the war. With this view 

I ' he 
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he went over to Ehgland* 'He found the privy* 
couriUijors, the Queen herfelf, and the whole 
body PI the people averfe to his defign. It has *^^^' 
aiaiofi never happened, either before or fince 
that period, that war with the French was not 
agreeable to the Englifli. During many centu* 
rics they had been accuftomed to confidcr their 
French neighbours as enemies and rivals, with 
whom they often fhewed an eagernefs to contend, 
. when it was greatly their intereft to remain at 
peace. But their enmity towards the French 
yielded at this time to their jealoufy of the Spa- 
niards i and they entertained the moft irrecon- 
cilable averfion to the propofed alUance. Mary, 
as juft now hmted, was not of herfelf inclmed to 
the war 5 but notwithftanding this, and the 
cold indifference with which jPhilip had ever 
treated her, ftue was unable to refift his fe- 
licitation'* 

H£R kinfinan cardinal Pole, and her other 
couniellprs, rcprefented, that it was a chief ar- 
ticle of her marriage-treaty, that the alliance 
with France fhould be prcferved inviolate j 
that the violation of it would excite an univerfal 
alarm with regard to the obfervance of the 
other articles ; and that the preferit ftate of her 
finances would render it impoffible for her, if 

» Van M^icrqi. Thuaap^ lib. xix. c. v& Camdfn'^ 
.Apparatus. 
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BOOK fhe lliould enter into the war, to acquit hcrlelf 
^-■v^■■w with honour. But Philip having faid, that if 
'557- he were not gratified in his requcft, he would 
leave England, and never return to it ; Mary 
was deaf to every argument that could be em- 
ployed to diffuade her from her purpofe ; and, 
without further hefitation, ordered war to be de- 
/ elared in the city of Rheims, with the ufual ce- 
remony ; on pretences which were either en- 
tirely falfe, or extremely frivolous. As fhe knew 
it would be in vain to apply to her parliament for 
affiftance in carrying on a war fo difagrecable to 
- the nation, (he had recourfe to the oppreflivc 
expedient of extorting loans from individuals and 
corporations. By this, and other means of the 
fame nature, Ihe equipped a confiderable fleet, 
and raifed an army of eight thoufand men i of 
wTiich (he gave the command to the carl of 
' Pembroke. ^ . 

When this reinforcement kad joined thf 
duke of Savoy, his cavalry amounted to twelve 
thoufand, and his infantry to between forty and 
fifty thoufand ; an army much fuperior to any 
which Henry could mufter to oppofe it. This 
inconfiderate monarch had not expefted that 
Philip would have been able to make fo great 
an effort, and faw now the folly of his late en- 
gagements with the Pope. He was not want- 
ing, however, either in prudence or aftivity, in 
6 repairing 
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repairing "his fault, and providing for the fccurity ^ ^^ ^ 
of his kingdom. He committed the chief com- Ui— v"-"** 
mand of the forces to the Conftable, whom^^ not- '^^^' 
withftanding his averfenefe to the war, he chofe 
to employ, as the ablcft of all his generals, to 
conduft it ; and a great number of the principal 
nobility and gentry flpcjced to the camp, eager 
to dilplgy that zeal and bravery, which the 
French nation hath often exhibited in defence of 
their king and country. 

Ths Conftable could not for fome time con- The f,eg« 

andbattle^f 

jefture on which fide the duke of Savoy m4 stQuintin, 
tended to turn his arms. His firft movements 
were calculated to beget a pcrfuafion, that he 
defigned to enter France by the way of Cham- 
paign J but no fooner had he drawn die French 
army to that quarter, than, changing his route, 
he marched into Picardy, and laid fiege to St. 
Quintin. 

This town muft quickly have furrendered to Augufi, 
fo great a force, had it not been defended by 
the celebrated Jafper de Coligni, admiral of ^^^^ 
France, who made, on this ocgafion, a con- 
Ipicuous difplay of thofe extraordinary talents 
which rendered him afterwards one of the mofl 
illuftrious perfonages of the age, Being go- 
vernor of the province in which the place lay, 
he thought it his duty to exert himfclf to the - 
F 3 utmoft 
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* ^^ *^ litmoft for its ^efcrvatibh ; and he forced his 
c«^y^-^ way into it, through the furrounding army, 
*^^''' with a b6dy of troops, which he animated tocx- 
pofe themfelves to every hazard of war in its 
defence- Immediately after his arrival, he 
cxpelkd the Spaniards from the fuburbs, and 
fet fire to the houfes. But he fbon perceived, 
that, by reafon of the ncgleftcd ftate of the 
fortifications, the garrifon was Hill too weak j 
and that, without a reinfor^cement, it would be 
impoffible to hold out long againft fo nume- 
rous an enemy. Of this he gave immediate 
intelligence to the Conftable his uncle, and at 
the fame time informed him where it would be 
caficft to introduce the fuccour which he re- 
quefted. The Conftable, anxious for his n?- 
phew's fafcty, and fenfible how neceffary it was 
for the prcfervation of the kingdom that the 
duke of Savoy fliould be detained before St. 
Quintin, appointed d'Andelot, the admiral's 
brother, to the command of a feleft body of 
two thoufand foot, dcftined for the relief of the 
befiegcd. A pcrfon of the name of Valpergue, 
well acquainted with the face of the country, 
had been fent by the admiral, to ferve as a 
guide to this reinforcement. But whether he 
miftook his way, or the duke of Savoy had got 
intelligence of the defign, is uncertain. D'An- 
delot found the enemy prepared to receive him, 
and was fo vigoroufly attacked, that he cfcaped 

with 
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with difficulty, after the grcatcft part of his • ^^j^ ^ 
p-oops had been cut to pieces, 



By this difafter the bcfieged were extremely 
dejeftcd, and the Admiral had much pccafion 
to exert all his addrefs and eloquence, to pre* 
vent them from abandoning thcmfclves to dc* 
fpain From a high tower in die town he could 
view the country round, and faw that the place 
was completely inveftcd on every fide but one, 
where there was a marfh or lake, too deep in 
ibme places to be pafled on foot, and in others 
too flwUow to admit of boats. Through this 
marih> however, he hoped that his friends 
might introduce a. reinforcement. Having 
concerted with the Conftable the time and 
manner of putting his defign in execution, he 
threw up the earth in a part of the marfh, and 
reduced the water into a canal large enough to 
receive fome fmall boats which he had pre- 
pared. The Conftable then advanced toward 
the lake with all his forces, and gave d'Andeldt 
an opportunity of entering the town, with be- 
tween four and five hundred men*.* But, in 
making his approach, the Conftable had led his 
army through fome narrow defiles, which he 
muft rep^fs before he could put his troops 
in lafety. His mifconduft, in thus expofing his 

• Laboureur additions, ^c. p* 375* 

F 4 army 
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army to fo great a rifk in fight of an enemy fo 
much fupcrior, was quickly perceived by the 
'^^^' duke of Savoy 5 and a council of war was im- 
mediately called to confider of the meafures 
proper to be purfued. Many of the officers 
thought that the Conftablc ihould be fufFcred 
to retire; but count Egmont, general of the 
horfe, whom Philip afterwards ufcd fo ungrate - 
fuUyx maintained with warmth S that it was 
pradicable to attack him in his retreat with the 
higheft probability of fuccefs. The duke of 
Savoy approved of the plan of attack which the 
Clount propofed, and committed the execution 
of it to himfclf. No time was loft, Egmont 
advanced inftantly at the head of. the cavalry, 
while the Duke haftcned forward with the in- 
fantry to fupport him ; and .finding the enemy 
unprepared for their defence, he foon threw 
them into diforder. The Conftable exerted 
himfelf ftrenuoufly to retrieve his errors but 
count Egmont, feconded by the infantry, with 
the general at their head, advanced with fuch^ 
impetuofity, that the Conftable found it ini- 
poflible t8 .recover his troops from the confufion 
into which they had been thrown. Perceiving 
that the fortune of the battle was irretrievable, 
and ftung with the cojafcioufnefs of the impru- 

* Au£lore, confuafore, & prope dicam, pcrfcdlore £gmon« 
4^nfi. L. Gu|cciardim,'p. 150. lib, iii. 

dfnc9 
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<3ence of which he had been guilty, he ruflied 
into the midft of the enemy, and feemed deter- 
mined not to furvive the reproach in which his 
raihnefs had involved him. He was dangeroufly 
wounded, and would have fallen in the field, 
as he defiredj but, being perfonally known to 
fome Flemifh officers, he was by them refcued 
from the foldiers and taken prifoner. His army 
was entirely'broken. Three thoufand men were XJlciuSr* 
killed on the fpot, and four thoufand taken pri- 
foners ; among Whom, befides the Conftable 
and his two fons, there were many perfons of 
diftinftion, and fcveral^of the firft nobility in 
France. On the fide of the viftors only eighty 
men were killed ; a certain proof that the attack 
had been conduced with no Icfs prudence liian 
intrepidity. 

Philip, although a flave to the luft of 
power, yet unambitious of military glory, re- 
mained at Cambray till intelligence was brought 
him of the viftory. He then entered the camp 
with gre^t pomp, and when the duke of Savoy 
and count Egmont. approached htm, he received 
them in the moft gracious manner, and ex- 
preflcd his gratitude for the important fervicc 
they had performed, with a degree of fenfibility 
and joy which he was feldom accuftomed to 
difcovcr". His conduft on this occafipn W4» 

• Cabrera, lib. iv. c. 7, 

in 
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• 9-j^ ^ in another refpeft more agreeable to his cha- 
c m^^'mmj nStcT. Ill mcmory of the battle, he vowed to 
'^^^* confecrate a palace, a church, and a monaftery, 
to St, Laurence, becaufe it was on the anni- 
verlary of that Saint that he had obtained the 
viftory. He afterwards rehgioufly fulfilled his 
vow by building the Efcurial j for which he re- 
fcrved im^ienfe fums, notwithftanding the dif- 
ficulties in which, through his cxpenfive wars, 
he was almoft continually involved. 

Surrender The battle of St. Quintin might have been 
cit^ t,Qum. attended with the moft important confequences, 
if Philip had complied with the advice of fomc 
of his general officers, who exhorted him to 
lead his army without delay into the heart of 
France. But this meafure was too bold to be 
relilhed by a prince like Philip, whofe caution 
often bordered on timidity. He ' gave orders 
to proceed in the fiege of St. Quintin ; faying, 
that it would be dangerous to leave fo ftrong 
a place behind him in the hands of the ertcmy, 
and that every army that ventured to pene- 
trate into a* powerful kingdom, like that of 
France, ought firft to fecurc their retreat. His 
officers were the more eafily reconciled to thefe 
orders, as they believed it impoffible for the 
•bcfieged to bold out above a few days longer. 
But they were difappointed in their expedtations 
by the Ikill and intrepidity, of the Admiral i 

who. 
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who, in orckr to ftvc his country, and retard * ^Jp ^ 
the progrcfs of the Spanifh arms, had rcfolvcd %mm^mj 
to bury himfelf in the ruins of the place, rather *^^^' 
than agree to a furrenden He infpired th« 
garrifon with the fame generous refplution; 
and though the fortifications were weak and 
ruinous, he withftood all the vigorous and Ikil* 
fill efforts of the duke of Savoy, till the feven-» 
tcenth day after the renewal of the fiege, when 
the town was affaultcd in eleven different places 
at one time, and both the Admiral and his bro* 
ther, after a brave and obftinate defence, were 
taken prifoners on the breach. During the 
affault, Philip fliewed himfelf to his troops in 
complete armour j and this was the only time in 
his life in which he was ever fccn in a military 
drefs. He allowed his army to plunder the 
town, as a reward of their labours ; but gavt 
ftrift orders to preferve the churches and the 
relics of the tutelary faint* 

In the mean, time Henry's minifters, who 
had been overwhelmed with conftcrnation, cm-- 
ployed to the beft advantage the leifure which 
the Admirars heroic bravery afforded them* 
They levied forces in every quarter of the king- 
dom, gathered together the remains of the van-* 
quiflied army, fent for the troops which ferved 
in Piedmont under the marefchal de Briffac, and 
recaUed the duke of Guife^ In a few weeks 

the 
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the whole caftern frontier was in a pollure of 
defence, and an army colleded in Picardy 
«557- under the duke of Nevcrcs, able to make head 
againft the enemy. Philip then perceived that 
he had fufFered the only opportunity to efcape 
which he would probably ever have,, of pene- 
, trating into France, and^ fcizing the capital 
Imprepared. He was now under a neceffity of 
being fatisfied with employing his troops in 
cnterprifes of lefs fplendour and importance i 
and the only fruit of his viftory at St. Qulntin 
was, the taking of the inconfiderable towns of 
Catelet, Ham,' and Noyon; after which, he 
difmifled a great part of his army, fent home 
his Englifli forces, and retired himfelf to 
Bruffcls*. 

frttcccoo. The recalling of the duke of Guile from 
t^ecnPhi'. Italy rendered it neccflary for the Pope, though 
FpnT* ^ exceedingly rcludlant, to apply for peace ; to 
which Philip readily confentcd upon much more 
moderate terms than could have been ^xp^ftcd, 
confidcripg that Paul was now entirely at his 
mercy, and that no enemy remained in Italy 
able to withftand his power. The fame mo- 
tives, whether religious or political, that made 
him fo averfc to entering into this war wicl> 

» Thuanus fays, that t.he Englifh and Spaniards qaarrelled 
- after the battle, and that this was the reafon why Philip fo 
baflily broke up his camp. Lib. ;(:x. p. 660. 

the 
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the PontifF> determined him to have it brought * ^ ^^ ^ 

as foon as pofTible to a conclufion. Almoft the imimyLmmJi 

only condition which he required was, that Paul '^s?. 

ihould obferve a ftrid neutrality between France 

and Spain. All the ecclefiaftical towns which 

had been taken were rcftorcd; and orders fcnt 

to the duke of Alva to go to Rome, and fup- 

plicate the Pope's forgivenefs, both in his own 

name and that of his mufter, for their crime 

of invading the facred poffcffions of the church. 

In thefc conditions, and in the manner in which 

they were fulfilled, Paul appeared as if hia 

arms had been viftorious j and Philip, as if he 

had been humbled and overcome. Such was 

the reverence which the latter either felt in 

reality for the Holy See, or thought it necef- 

fary to afFedt, in order to promote his ambitl-i 

ous dcfigns ^. , 

In this manner did Philip put a peridd to TheduVe 
the war with the' fovereign Pontiff; but thag tu^*^m" 
with Henry ftill continued. This prince, cons: ^^*^^' 
fcious of his incapacity, and fcnfible that ari • 
exertion of the higheft abilities was neceflary in 
the prefcnt critical fituation of his affairs, tranf- 
ferred almoft his whole authority to the duke 
of Guife, and created him viceroy of France, 
under the name of Lieutenant General of the 

' y Thuanus. Sumjnontcj. c, xp. , . . 

kingdom, 



«557/ 



^t HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

* ^j^ * kingdom. The Freflch nation knew how much 
ttit ambition of this nobleman had contributed 
.to involve them in their prefent calamities ; nor 
were they ignorant how unfuccelsful his at- 
tempts in Italy had been againfi: the iagacity 
andfkiUof Alva$ yetfo fplendid were his ac-- 
Compli(hmenCs> and to fo great a height in the 
I general efteem had his fpirited defence of Metz 

^igainft die Emperor exalted him, that his arri- 
rival diffufed univerfal joy, and rouied the nation 
from that defpondency into which it had been 
,jjj call: by the kte difafter at St. Quintin. He 
s'*e3?ca. fl'^^^^^y (hewed that his countrymen were not 
y^ fniftaken in the opinion which they entertained 

pf bis abilities. The ordinary feafon for action 
was over, and the enemy had gone into winter*^ 
quarters, when he took the, field, at the head 
of an army which he had colleftcd with th^ 
ptmoft fecrecy and difpatch. The eyes of ail 
JBurope were direfted towards him, and Philip 
attended to his motions with much anxiety; 
never doubting that he intended to fall either 
upon St. Quintin, or fome of the frontier towns 
of the NetherliJvls. It foon appeared that he 
tneditated an attack, by which the interefb of 
Philip's allies would be more affeded than his 
own, hut in the fuccefs of which France was 
more deeply ihtereiled than even in the reco* 
very of St. Quintin* For more than two hun- 
dred years the town Of Calais had remained 

in 
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in the hands of the Englifh ; and as it feryed ® ^^ ^ 
for a key by which, they could at all times open v..->^i*i»i 
an entrance for their armies into France, it had '^^ ' 
been ever deemed one of their moft valuable 
poffeffions. The French monarchs were fully 
fcnfible of the diflionour, as well as of the dan- 
ger, which attended the fuffering a rival na- 
tion to poffefs a place of fo much importance 
in their dominions. But in thofe days, when 
the art of attacking towns was little known, 
Calais was regarded as impregnable. Nor had 
any of the French Kings, even in the height of 
prolperity, ever thought of laying fiege to it. 
They were ignorant of the means of taking it 
by ftorm, and they could not reduce it by 
blockade ; while the Englilh could eafily fur- 
niflx it by fea with frefh troops, ftores, and 
provifions. But a plan of attack, which had 
never occurred to any perfon, was difcovered 
by the fruitful genius of the Admiral de Co- 
lignj, and by him had been fuggefted to the 
fluke of Guife. 

In order to carry this plan into execution, 
and thereby to redeem the nation from what 
had ever been confidered as reproachful and 
ignominious, Guifc put his troops in motion 
long before the ufual feafon for aSion had ar- 
rived. He judged wifely in making choice of 
the rigour of winter for beginning his enter - 

prifei 
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prife ; for bcfides that the enemy had no armf 
in the field at this time to difturb his operations, 
^^^^ he knew that the Queen of England and her 
'miniftcrs had, from' a principle of ill-judged 
oeconomy, been accuftomed to difmils a great 
part of the garrifon in the end of autumn, and 
to truft, for the fccurity of the place, to the 
marfhy ground on the land-fide, by which, they 
believed, that, in winter, all accefs to it would 
be rendered imprafticable. 

But the brlflcnefs of the duke of Guife's ap- 
proaches foon convinced the governor, lord 
Wentworth, how little realbn there ^ was for 
this imprudent confidence. Wentworth re- 
prcfented to the Englilh miniftry, the . neceflity 
of fending him an immediate reinforcement. 
He acquainted them, that he had. not aboVte 
one-fourth of the number requifite to defend 
the works ; and that, with the prefent garrifon, 
it was impoflible to prevent the place from 
falling quickly into the hands of the enemy. 
Had Mary's minifters been ever fo defirous of 
complying with his rcqueft, it would not "have 
availed him. Guife was fenfible that the fuc- 
cefs of his enterprife depended on his condaft- 
ing it with expedition. He pufhed forward 
all the operations of the fiege with extraordi- 
nary vigour, and although it is acknowledged 
that the governor and garrifon acquitted them- 

iclves 
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felvcs with honour, yet he reduced them to the • ^^^ ^ 

nccefEty of capitulating on the eighth day after ^ ^ ''^ 

his arrival \ He then laid fiege to Guifnes and jjj^th^ 

Ham, which he fubdued with great fecility j and 

dius, in Icfe than four weeks, he expelled the 

Englifli from all thofe pofieffions on the contt* 

nent which they had enjoyed fince the time of 

Edward the Third> and in the acquilition of " 

which that vidorioud prince had, after the battle 

of CreJSy, employed a liumerous army for near a 

twclvemandi* 

The remaining pan of wmtcf ifr$s fpcnt in T^ »Jw«f 

^ . . , , tioiiofThfr. 

preparing for the next campaign : and, on the onviae. 

part of the French^ preparations were carried 

on with dbe utmo& diligence, not only in 

France but in Germany, where forces were le« 

vied to the amount of four thoufand faorie and 

fourteen thou&iKi foot* Thefe troops die didce 

of Guife received in Lorraine and then he 

inarched with his whole forces united, and in«* 

Veftcd Thjom^fle, a. city of great importance 

in the proVine<$ of Luxemburg* The garnf^n^ 

which confifted of eighteen hundred men, macie * ^ 

ft vigorous defence i bus as the vigiknce p{ 

Guii^ rendered all attempts to introduce fup« 

plies ineradicable^ they wei^ fooo ob%ed to 

capitidate. 

* Thuanus, !• ao. Van Metcren, p» i8< Cjtfte's Mft. of . 
Bpgland. » . * ' 

YoL. L G Whilb 



9% HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

While the duke ofX^uUe was thus employed 
in Luxemburg, the marefchal de Thcrmes, aa 
TheSttfc ^^ experienced commander, who had bc?n ap- 
ofcravc- pointed governor of Calais, having collected an 
army of ten thoufand foot and fifteen hun- 
dred horfej invaded Flanders, took and de^ 
ilroyed Dunkirk, together with fome other 
places of fmalkr note, and penetrated as far as 
Newport, laying waftc the country with fire 
and ^ord. Philip lent count Egmont, yfirh 
an army fuperior in number, to oppofe him. 
On the Count's approach, De Thermes retired 
haflily towards Gravelines, intending to con- 
tinue his march to Calais, along the fhore, with* 
out rifking a batde. But the impetuofity and 
ardor of count Egmont, who advanced towards 
him with great n^idity, put it out of his power 
tp execute, this deiign. His men too were 
loaded with the ipc£l of the ravaged country, 
which, wHilft it retarded their march, contri- 
buted not a iitde to accelerate the progrefe of 
the enemy. He had time, however, to rcpafs 
the river Aa; but finding it impoflible any 
longer to avoid an engagement, he drew up 
his army advantagcoi fly on a plain, where the * 
enemy could not attack him but in front, nor 
avail themf<^ves of the fuperiority 6f their 
qumber. He placed his carriages with the 
baggage and plunder on the fouth, and had the 
&^ upon the north, and the mouth of the Aa 
15 behind 
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behind. him. In this poftiire he waited for the ® ^^^ ^ 
enemy ; and being fuUy prepared for their re- ^-^r— ^ 
ception, he made confidcrablc havoc among '^^ ' 
them with his artillery as they advanced. This 
fcrved only to quicken the approach of the 
Flemings, and to bring on the fooner a clofe 
fight, in which almoft every part of both arr 
mics was engaged^ troop with troop, and man 
with man. The French were rendered defpe- 
rate by their fituation in an. enemy's country, 
where they could not efcape, without conquer- 
ing ^ and the Flemings were ajiimated, partly 
by revenge for the outrages that had been com- 
mitted by the enemy, and pardy by the defirc 
of recovering .the fpoil which they had carried 
off. The battle was obftinate and bloody, and 
the iffue remained for fome time doubtful. It 
would probably have' been fooner decided, if 
the Germans in count Egmont's army had 
ftcwn an equal regard with the, Flemings, to 
the exhortations and example of their general, 
who not only a<5ted the part of a prudent com- 
mander, but often mingled with the foremoft 
coipbatants, and gave confpicuous proofs of 
the moft heroic valour. The French, however, 
ftill maintained their ground, and feemed -rc- 
folved either on death or viftory j when, 
fortunately for count Egmont, fome Engli(h 
fliips of war, which happened to be cruifmg 
upon the cpaft, perceiving the' fmoke, and 
G i con-^ 
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conjefturing tte occafion of it, entered tl^e 
riverj and began to difcharge dieir ffuns upon 
the French army. Although they ^ not ap« 
proach near enough to do much exectidon^ yet 
fo unexpected an event, in the time of battle^ 
cotild not fail tcr produce an alarm even in the 
inoft refolute> and it threw the cavalry int6 
confiifion. Count Egmont improved, with 
great dexterity, the advantage which was thus 
prefented to him ; and puihing forward with aB 
his force, he broke their ranks and di^rfed 
them. ' The infantry inrimkiatcd> turned their 
backs and fled* Near two thoufand veteran 
troops were flain on the field of battle. Many 
were drowned in the river; and fome were 
killed by the pealants, in revenge for the de- 
vaftation of thch- country. A fmall number only 
made their efcape. The^marefchal DeThermes, 
who was gricvoufly wounded, and feveral other 
t)erfons of diftinCtion, befides three thoufand 
comttion foldiers, were taken prifoners. All the 
artillery and baggage fell into the hands of the 
vidtors i whofe lofs did not exceed four hundred 
men*. 

Philip was now at liberty to empk)y all his 
forces united againft the duke of Guife. Hav- 
ing almoft exhaufted his finances by the ex- 

* ThuantiSi lib. xx* Vaa Meterea^ p. i& Hanmii 
torn. ii. p. ^8. 

traordinary 
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traordinaiy effort which he made in the fiifl: ^ ^^^ ^ 
campign^ and having found it impoffible to ^y '^y*^' ^ 
draw any confiderablc fupplies from England, it *^^ 
was late in the feafon before he could aifemble 
an army of fufficient ftrength. But aftcf the.ma* 
refchal De Thermes was defeated, and count 
Egmont's vi&orious troops were combined with 
thoie under the duke of Savoy, the armies of the 
two monarchs were nearly a match for one ano«; 
cher, and confifted, each of thenij of more thaa 
forty thoui^d men^ 

They came in fight of each other, upon the Anxiety o« 
borders of Picardy, where the duke of Savoy H«wy."^ 
pitched his camp near Douriens, and the dujce of 
Guife in the neighbourhood of Pierrepont, 
Both Kings difcovered that anxiety which it 
was patural for them to feel in thwpir prefent 
critical fituatiofi ; and though they placed en- 
tire confidence in their generals> they could not 
be at eafe while they remaned at a diftance 
from the fcenp of action, and therefore they re* 
paired, eacH of them, to his relpeftive camp. 
Many fkirmifh^s happened with various fuc- 
ccfs* But it foon appeared that neither of the 
two monarchs was inclined to rifk a general 
cng^ment. The principal ftrength of both 
armies confifted i{i their German forces, and 
it was apprchepded that, if either of the two 
armies were defeated, the viftors as well as the 
Gj van- 
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BOOK vinquifbcd would be cxpofed to the injuries and 
infults of the foreign troops*. 

Theywifli Besides this confideration, by which both 

ior peace. ' 

parties were alike afFefted, there were other 
mbtives peculiar to each. Henry had, from 
his late misfortunes, learned a degree of cau- 
tion, which nature had not beftowed on hinu 
He dreaded the event of another battle, in 
which he mufl: encounter the fame generals by 
whom his troops had been already twice con- 
quered ; and confidcrcd that, after his defeat at 
St. Quintin, it had been owing to the remiflhefs 
or mifconduft of the enemy, more than to 
his own ftrength, that his capital had not been 
taken, and his kingdom over-run. Philip, on 
the other hand, was, in ail military affairs, 
cautious to excefs; and chofe rather to accom- 
plilh his dcfigns by political negociation, in 
which he judged for himfelf, than by the opera- 
tions of war, in which he depended on the 
abilities of others. Far from being elated 
with the fiiccefs which had hitherto accom- 
panied his arms, he was now as dedrous of 
peace, as he had been before averfe to entering 
into the war. This is not to be afcribed either 
to his moderation, or his freedom from the am- 
bition of extending his * power and territories. 

^ MeteiCDj L. Gvufciar^ai, Kb. iu. 

Nq 
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No prince ever gave hiore convincing proofs of ^ ^^^ ^ 
his being a6hiated by that ambition ; but having, ^- ■^^■■- / 
as was juft now hinted, found, that his moft vi- '^^*' 
gorous exertions had been neccflary to ai&mble' 
die forces which he had brought into the field ; 
he dreaded, that, in cafe his prefcnt army were 
defeated, the difficulty of raifing another would 
be infurmountable % His arms, indeed, had 
hitherto been crowned with viftory ; but none 
ef his generals had f^ntei<ed the lifts on equal , 
terms with the duke of Guife 5 and he was juftly 
apprehcnfivc with regard to the iffue of a battle 
in which he muft^contend with a geincral fo 
highly celebrated for his military genius, and 
whofe enterprifc$ had been fq often accompanied 
with fuccefst 

These confiderations derived additional force 
from Philip's extreme impatience to return to 
Spain; for which, in preference to his other 
dominions, he difcovered, through his whole 
reign, a warm and partial afFcftion. And his 
defire of going thither was increafcd by ac- 
counts which he received 5tt this time, that the 
opinions of the Proteft;ants had made their way 
into that kingdom. He dreaded the propaga- 
don of. theie opinions, and refolved, as foon as 

^ Carte fays, he recrived no lefs thto three millions 6f gold 
^urin^ this wBr, from Peru, p. 343. 

G 4 polTiblej 
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poffibk, to embrace this opportunity in his na<« 
tive country^ in teftifying his zeal for the Catho^ 
lie faithy by fbewin^ that he would tf^at thpfe 
who oppofed it, without mercy, in whatever part 
of his dominions they fhould be found. 

if«gecja- Such were the motives which made Ae con-* 
fcice. tending monarchs fo defirous to put a period to 
the war* A negociadon had been begun for 
this purpofe in the month of Auguft, by the 
conftable Montmprenci, and William the firfl; 
prince of Orange. Montmorenci, who behekt 
with Qiuch anxiety the exaltation of the family 
of Guife, had borne his captivity ivjth ^ea(* 
in^tience ; and in order to obtain bis liberty, 
had exerted himfclf ftrenuoufly in removing 
every obftacle to the eftablifhment of peace. 
He was permitted to go to Paris on his parole, 
Xfx treat in perfon with the King- A niarriage 
was concluded about that time between his foa 
and a grajid-daughtcr of the duchefe of Valentin 
poist And by this event, joined to the King's 
habitual, attachment to Wm, he recovered all 
his wonted influence; and eafily perfuaded 
Henry to confent to fuch terms of accommo- 
dation as it was not likely that Philip would 
rejeft, 

PtBHiFOTENTiARiEs wcrc footi afterwaxds 
named by both prmces> and a cdngre&>. for 

dif^ 
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difcufling iheir rcfpcftiyc claims, appointed 
fo be held at the Abbey of C^rcamps, not 
far ffoin the place where the armies were, 
encamped* The duke of Alva, the prince of 
Orange, Ruy Gompz dc Sylva, GranvcUc bilhop 
of Arras, and Vigilius, prefident of the council 
of ftate at Bruflcis, were nominated by Philip ; 
$iad by Henry, ^he Conftable himfelf was 
fiaoied, the cardinal of Lorrain, the marefchal 
of St. Andre, Morvilliers biihop of Orange, and 
/lubefpine the fecretary of ftate. The duchefe 
of Lorrain, whoni it highly imported, on ac- 
count of the vicinity of her dominions, that the 
|wo kings ftiould put an end to the war, aftcd 
witla great ^fliduity the part of mediator be- 
tween them; 



The conferences, which were opened in Oc- 
tober, were foon afterwards in[terrupted by the 
death of Mary Queen of England, who ended » 
her fhprc inglorious reign on the feventeenth of 
November following. Hut Elizabeth renewed, 
the powers of the Englifti commiffioners, and 
the congrcfs was rcfumed in the beginning of 
the year one thoufand five ^hundred and fifty- 2559. 
pine, at Chateau Cambr^fis "*, 

In removing fo many grounds of difference 
^ fubfifted between Philip and Henry, the 

* Forbes:^ Fqll Vkw* p.^ 

j)leni- 
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plenipotentiaries encountered many difficulties ; 
but the zeal aftd aftivlty of the Conftable, adde4 
»559- ^.Q the unlimited influence which he had ac- 
quired over his maftef, furmounted every ob-r 
ftacle/and foon brought the treaty, fo far as 
Philip, Henry, and the duke of Savoy were 
concerned, to the defired tonclufioh. Nothing 
retarded the figning of it, but the determined 
obftinacy of the French commiffioners in re- 
fqfing to reftorc Qalais to the 012^^*^ ^^ Eng^-. 
land; who, on, the other hand, declared, that 
ihe would not lay down her ^rms unlefs that 
conqueft \^cre rcftored, Philip thought himfelP 
bound in l^onour to fupport the claim of Eliza- 
beth ; flnce it was entirely on his account that 
the Englifh nation had engaged in the war, and 
incurred the lofs of the place in queftion. In a 
political view, fikewifc, he was defirous that 
Calais Ihould be rcftored. He conGdered, that, 
in fbme future period, he might derive advan- 
tagei as his father had ibmctimes done, from 
that facility which the pofleflion of Calais gavq 
the Englifh of invading France. 

But the zeal which Philp difcoverjed on thijt 
occafion in behalf of Elizabeth, aroft princi- 
pally from a very different motive. By Mary's 
death, his c^onnexion with England had lately 
been diffolved, and he had forhied the fchemc 
of renewing it^ by marrying Elizabeth. The 

duke 
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duke of Fcria, his anibaflador at London, was ® ^^^ ^ 
ordered to propofe the marriage, and at the 
lame time to acquaint the Queen, that his maf- 
ter would proeure a dilpcnikaon for it from the 
Pope. 

Elizabeth had many motives to deter her 
from liftening to this propofal. Philip's impe- 
rious temper would alone have been a fufficient 
reafon for rejeding it. Bcfides this, Ihe knew 
well what apprehcnfions her fifter's marriage 
had occafioned among the Englifli, with regard 
to their liberty and independence} and that 
her own popularity was greatly owing to the 
univerfal joy which their d^iverancc from fliefe 
apprehenfions had execited. She confidered 
that her marriage with Philip would be liable 
to the fame objedtion as that of her father with 
Catharine of Arragon J and that her accepting 
' of the Pope's difpenfation would be in cfFc6l to 
acknowledge that her mother's marriage was 
unlawful, and fhe herfelf illegitimate., By do- 
ing this fhe might fecure to herfelf the pro- 
tcdlion of Spain, and thereby hold a precarious 
and dependent authority during Philip's life; 
but (he would forfeit for ever the favour of her 
Broteftant fubjcds, who alone were fmcercly 
attached to her pcrfon and government ; while 
ftie would throw herfelf on the mercy of the - 
Catholics i who^ confidering her as an ufurper^ 

would. 
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^ ^uT '^ would, on the firft favourable opportunity of 
alTcrting the title of the Queen of Scotland, 
fhink it their duty to deprive her of her 
crown. 

While, for thcfe reafons, Elisjabeth was 
unalterably determined not to accept of Philip 
for a hulband, (he thought it prudent for fomc 
time to conceal her intention > and fhe returned 
fuch an ambiguous, t>ut obliging aniVrer to his 
amb^^or, that Philip pattered himfelf with 
the hopes of fuccefs, and actually took ibme 
jleps to procure 9, difpenfation. As long a^ 
there remained any foundation for thefe hopes, 
he a|Jpeared e^ftfeme^y zealous for the reftitu- 
^ion of Calais. But when E^lizabeth, finding 
herfclf firmly cftab|iihed on the throrie, ventured 
to introduce certain alterations jn rdjgion, whioh 
difcovered hef refojution to abolifh popery in 
jicf dominions, Philip confidered this p^rt of 
her con^uft as a fufficient indjcatioji of her in- 
tentions witl^ regard to hini. That zeal with 
whic^ 1^^ ha4 at firft cfpoufed her intcreft, be,-* 
r gan toahatc^ and the EngUfti plenipotentiaries 
dreaded that, without regard to the claim of 
0ieir miftrefs, he \^50uld not delay much longer 
to put the finiftiing hand to his tr^j^ty with die 
king of Frances 

Eliza-? 

'^ If It Is likewife trae, th^t he mad^ an offi^ to Elizabeth^ 
ofcontiiuliag the war till fhc flioold recover what (he had 
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Elizabeth at length perceived that it was ^ ^j^ ^ 
th vain to hope for recovering Calais by treaty; w -v *smI. 
and as die fituation of her affairs at home rch- *^^ 
dered it highly inexpedient to employ force, fhe 
wifely rcfolved to give it up on the following 
conditions : that Henry Ihould reftore it before 
the end of eight years, or pay 500,000 crowns 1 
that foreign merchants, not fubje£is of France, 
ihould give fecurity for the money ; that hoft- 
ages ihould be delivered, till that fecurity were 
procured j and that, whether the money were 
paid or not, JBlizabeth's claim ihould remain 
valid, unkis within die rime fpecified, ihe ihoiiki 
commit hoftilities againft the fubjefts of the 
French King. 

Towards his other allies, Philip's conduft ^l^' 
was perfectly conformable to the didates of 
the itri&eft honour. He procured the ref- 
QtudoA of Montferrat to the duke of Man- 
luas of Bouillon to the bifhop of Liege » 
of the iile of Corfica to the Genoeie ; and of 
all the towns which the French had feized in 

hSk, jxpoa condition that ihe too would engage to carry it oit 
for a certain term of years ; it would then feem, that he gave 
litde reaibn for accuiing him^ as fome authors have done> of 
having a6ted nngenerodly towards his EngKfli allies. Botas 
this GirciimfiaiiGa is omitted by the principal hiftDrians^ and 
iontradids what is fiud of hb coldnefs with regard to the in* 
tereft of Elizabeth > I have not ventured to advance it at an 
iw4oubted fa£t. Burnet, part ii, p. 383. 

14 Savoy, 
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Savoy, Piedmontj and Breflc', tx) the duke of 
Savoy. This peace was advantageous to him- 
'^^^" fclf> as well as to the princes in alliance with 
him. He recovered Thionville, Marienburgh, 
Montmedi, and all the other places which haci 
been taken by the French generals during the 
war, and acquired the Ibvcrcignty of the county 
of Charolois ^ 

In return for the many conceflions made by 
JHcnry, that monarch received no other com- 
pcnfation but St. Quintin, and the two unim- 
portant towns of Ham and Catelct. .While hii 
people, therefore, rejoiced at the conclufion 
of the war, which had fomctimcs excited in 
their minds the moft dreadful apprchenfions^ 
they complained bitterly of tl^ inequality of 
the terms of peace, and were highly exalperatcd 
againft theConftable j who, in oriier to accom- 
plilb his private views, had abufcd\he too eafy 
temper of his matter, and made a facrifice of 
the interefts and the honour of France; Mont- 
morenci durft not have counfellcd Henry to 
confent to fuch difadvantageous terms, had he 
not devifed the expedient of giving Elizabeth, 
Henry's eldeft daughter, in marriage to Philip, 
and Margaret, his filler, to the duke of Savoy. 
Thefc marriages ferved, in fome meafure, as an ' 

^ Meteren^ pr24. Gmcciardiai> lib» iil. 

cxcufc 
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cxcuie for the ample conceflions made to thcfc * ^^^ ^ 
two princes; fince honourable fcttlements were ^.^^r^'^ 
thereby ohuincd for the daughter and lifter of ^^^^ 
the King. 

Amidst that attention which Philip and 
Henry beftowed in this treaty, on their political 
and civil intcrefts, religion was not forgottecu 
They bound thcmfelvcs mutually to maintain 
the Catholic faith in their dominions i and to 
procure * the convocation of a general council^ 
for fupprcfling herefy, and reftoring tranquillity 
to the church. 

It is not to be doubted that Henry would De«h<ic 
have fulfilled this article of the treaty with the ' 

fame cxadnefs which he oblerved in executing 
the other articles; but a fudden period was 
put to his life, in a few months after the peace 
was figned, by an accident which happened in 
the time of the rejoicings celebrated on account 
of his fifter*s marriage. Having entered the 
lifts at a tournament with the count of Mont- 
gomery, captain of his guards, the count*s lance 
broke on Henry's corflct, and a Iplinter of it 
haviftg pierced his right eye, inflifted a wound; 
of which he died in a few days, at the age of 
forty. 

t PadrePaoloHitt.lib.v. 

This 
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This melancholy event made n6 alteration 
with relpcft to the treaty of peace. The duke 
'^^'* of Alva had fome time before efpoiifed Eliza^ 
beth, in his mafter's name j and Margaret's mar- 
riage with Emanuel was celebrated privately in a 
chapel of the palace. 

tmcot The courtiers and the people of France were 

"^** affcfted varioufly by Henry's death. The Con- 
ftable loft thereby all the fruits of his late in-> 
trigues, and was loon afterwards obliged to retire 
from court, and to rcfign that power which he 
had fliewn himfelf fo folicitous to attain^ into the 
hands of his enemiest 

Frandin. The youftg King, Francis the Setond, a 
prince equally weak in body and in mind^ was 
entirely governed by his wife, the celebrated 
Mary Queen of Scots j who was blindly devoted 
to her uncles, the cardinal of Lorram and the 
duke of Guife. Thefc two men ei^roflfed aI-» 
mod the whole adminiftration of the kingdom ^ 
iklmitting only the Queen-mother to a fliare of 
it, from their knowledge of her ambitious^ in* 
triguing fpirit> and the dread which they entrr** 
tained of her infiuence, as a mother^ over the 
feeble mind of Francis. They fhewed no nH)-" 
deration in the exercife of the power which 
they had ufurped 5 but feized on every advan* 
tage for themfclves, and laid hold of every op- 
portunity 
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portunity to htiipble and mortify their adrttilb* ^ ^^^^ ^ 
fines. The 'princes of diie blood, wiA Lewis w >■ / — ^ 
prince of Gond6 at their head, bore with ex* *^^^ 
trcme impatience the infigniffcancc to whicft 
they; were i*educed| and refolved to embrace 
the firft occafion that fhould offer, to vindicate 
their right to that Ihare in the management of 
affidrs, to which they thought thcmfelves entitied 
by their births and the ancient paftice of die 
realm*. 

While the great men in France wfeft thu* 
animated s^[)unft each other by confideradoni^ 
of a political nature, the people were yicAtntif 
agitated, and their ininds inflamed by religious 
con^bvcrfies. Under the. reign of Henry, the 
Calvinifts had &ffered the mo(b cruel perfe^ 
cution; yet they had multiplied exceedingly 
during that ^riod in every quarter of the king- 
dom. 7he duke of Guife and the cardinal of 
Lorrain kept alive the flames of perleciNSoR . 
agaahft them> and on all occafions appeared in-^ 
tent on their deftru£tion. This alone would 
have determined the prince of Conde and hit 
ac&erents to efpoufe the Proteftant caufe ; foti 
even although wc Ihould not believe that the 
cMe& in either party were fincere in their rell* 

^ Dav9a, Csftelnatt s)> inicioi te Addltioflyi aox Memoisea 
deCaftdnau. 

VoL.L H gidut 
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gious profeffion> yet it cannot be fuppofed th^ 
would have faikd to embrace fo fpecious a pre- 
'^^^ text as the difFerences in religion afforded them 
to palliate their conduft. The prince of Conde 
would inftandy have had recourfe to anns» if the 
Admiral, more prudent and iagacious, had not 
prevailed on him to fufpend his relblution dll a 
more fiivourable jundure ; but it was impoflible 
^t pailions (6 violent as thole by which both 
parties were impelled, could be kept long under 
reftraints and to every perfon capable of re- 
^£ting on what he iaw pafiing befcuie him, it was 
apparent that the nadon was upon the eve of a 
civil war. 

France has in no period produced a more re«» 
fliarkable afiemblage of great men than in the 
preient and the fucceeding reigns ; and had there 
been a prince upon the throne poflcfied of abili- 
ties fuiSicient to controul their inordinate ambi* 
tion, the French nadon might have much (boner 
jTcached that degrte of greatnefs and profperity, 
which it attained towards the conclufion of the 
following century: but this mighty kingdom, 
pofleiTed of every advantage which nature be- 
llows, became a fcenc of devaftation and mifery 
for almoft forty years, through the mifapplica- 
uon of thpfe very talents, which, if they had been 
properly employed, would have rendered it 
profpcrous and happy. 

NOTHfNO 
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NoTHiKO could be mofe dcfirafcle to Philip ^ ^^^ ^ 
than this confufion, and the debility coniequent w-yl^^ 
upon it, in that nation, from which alone he had '*^^' 
reafon to expeft oppofition to his defigns.^ Ji 
left him at liberty to purfue whatever mea- 
fures he fhould think proper for the confirma- 
tion and increafe of his power in Spain, Italy> 
and the Netherlands ; and it gave no fmall rea*^ 
fon to the other European powers to apprehend, 
that France itfelf Would fall under the Spanifh 
yoke. 

In Italy, the ftate of aflPairs was no lefs fa- state •£ 
Vourable to Philip's views, than in France. '' 
He was now the fole and undifputed fovercign of 
the dutchy of Milan, and the kingdom of Na<* 
pies and Sicily. His inveterate enemy, Paul 
the Fourth, was lately dead; and Pius the 
Fourth, who was no lefs devoted to his intercft 
than Paul had been adverfe,. was raifed to the 
papal throne. The republic of Genoa, the 
dukes of Savoy, Mantua, Tufcany, and Parma, 
were his allies, whom he had bound to his in- 
tercft by the ftrongeft tics*; the three firft, by 
procuring for them the reftitution of their domi- 
nions from the French King; the fourth, by 
granting him the inveftiture of Siexma i and the 
laft, by ceding to him the city of Placentia and 
its territory. 







'559- 
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: Arriii the conclufion o^ tilie peaiee^ «odnng 
renteined to i^endcr Philip uneafy, ^hcr in hii 
own domiftions^ or in the neighbouring kkig* 
ddms^ but the presets whiqh the relbrmt rs had 
made, and were ftill making in alfnoft every 
country in Europe. Frofn Germany and Swit- 
zerland, where the Reformation took its rife, it 
had fprcad with the moft aftonifhing rapidity. 
It had become the eflablifhed religion, not only 
in fcvcral of the confidcrable provinces and free 
cities in Germany and the cantons in Switzer- 
land, but likewife in the kingdoms of England,. 
Scotbind, Sweden, and Denmark i and .in feme 
of thqfe ftatcs where the ancient religion ftill 
maintained its ground, the Profeftants were 
grown fb numerous as to be extremely; formida* 
bic to their opponents. 

From the conftant intcrcourfe which fubfifl;s 
between Germany and the Netherlands, it was 
impoffible but the new opinions muft have been 
early propagated from the former to the latter; 
and accordingly, in the month of May 1521, 
the Emperor Charles had publiflied an edift, in 
which all the penalties of high trcafon were 
pronounced againft thofe who fliould be found 
guilty of holding any of Luther's tenets ; or o( 
republishing, or vending any books written by 
him or hi$ followers. In the execution of this 

edidt. 
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cdift, which Charles from time to time renewed, ^ ^^^^ ^ 
all the fury of perfccution was cxercifcd ; and it i.. W *--^ 
is afErmed by feveral cotemporary hiftorians, that '^^^' 
during the reign of Charles fifty thoufimd of the 
inhabitants of the Low Countries were put to 
death on account of their religious principles. 
Thefc principles, however, far from being extir- 
pated, were more and more difFufed in the midft 
of thofe feverities which were employed to fup- 
prcfs them. 

Ph iL IP was not ignorant of the progrefs which 
they had made ; and it gave hini the greater un- 
cafmefs, becaufc, being exceedingly defirous of 
fitting out for Spain, he would be obliged to 
commit the bufinefs of extirpating herefy from 
die Netherlands to others, whom he could not 
fuppofe poffeflcd of the fame fervent 2eal againft 
it, of which he himfelf was confcious. In order ^ 
to prevent as much as poffible the inconveniences 
which might arife from his abfence, he had gone 
from his camp at Dourlens to Bruffels, and had 
been employed during the winter feafon id fct- 
ding the government of the jMTOvinces. 
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BOOK III. 

THE provinces, which, on account of their book 
fituation, are called the Netherlands, . j^l^ 
were long governed by their refpeftive princes, x559- 

1 « . t ^ -w^ 1 » * • JU Ancient 

under the tides of Dukes, Marquifles, or ftateoftht 
Counts. Thefe princes were for many years ^^' 
engaged in perpetual wars with the neighbour-, 
ing powers, or with one another j arid, as they 
had freqwnt occafions, during thefe wars, to 
have rccourfe to the people for fupplies, the 
cities, the nobles, and ecclefiaftics, acquired, 
in return, feveral rights and privileges, by which 
the prpvinces partook more of the nature of rc- 
publicsj than of regal governments. The fu- 
preme authority was lodged in the aiTemUy of 
th€ Staccsj which had the power pf meeting as 
H 4 often 
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* ^11? ^ ^^^^^ ^ ^^ members thought expedient, • And 
1— -v ^ without the confcnt of that aiTembly, no war 
»559- could be undertaken, no taxes could be impofed, 
no new laws enaded, no change made#in the cur- 
rent coin, and no foreigners admitted into any 
branch of the adminiftration. The fovereignty 
defcended according to the ordinary laws of he- 
reditary fucceiTion ; but no prince was allowed to 
enter upon the exercife of it, tiU he had fo- 
Icmnly fworn to obferve and maintain iitc funda* 
mental laws*. 

In this fituation thefe provinces remained for 
feveral ages ; till by the &ilure of the male line 
in fome of thi^ reigning families, by intermar- 
riages, and by conqucfts, they fell under the do-r 
minion of the houfe of Burgundy. After this 
event they ftill continued to enjoy their ancient 
privileges, and to be governed according to 
their old laws; with this difference only, that 
whereas all criminal and civil caufes had been 
formerly determined, in the laft refort, by the 
councils of the feveral provinces, it was efta* 
bliflied, that pardes might appeal from thefe to 
the tribunal of Mechlin $ which .was inftituted 
in order to unite the provinces more clofely, 
and to give them more the appearance of ops 

* Grotiw dc Mdq* Rcpob'. Bauv. cap. 5. 
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Under the admmiftrauon of the Bttrgtui'^ ' ^ J^ ^ 
diaa princes, and even longp before their ac« U i>^^^^il^ 
ccffion to the fovereignty, trade and aianufac* Pror^ty 
turcs flouriflacd in the Netherlands more thta ^l^^^^^' 
in any other £un>pean ftate. No city in ihofe 
days, except Venice, poffeflcd fuch extenliv^ 
commerce as Antwerp. It was the ftaplc^ or ' 

great mart of all the nordiem nations, fiiiiges 
was little inferior. Arras was famous for tapc- 
ilries, which ilill retain the name of that place. 
In the city of Ghent there were many thdufend 
artificers employed in the.wooHen manufadure, 
lof^ before the art was known to the Engliijh, 
fimn whom the wool was purchafed by the in- 
duftrious Flemings. i 

Fou this prolperity the inhabitants of the Caufcsofit. 
Netherlands were, in a* great meafure, in-^ 
debted to the nature and fituati(>n of their 
country ; which, as it lies in die centre of 
Europe, commanding the entrance and navi- 
gadon of feveral of the great rivers of Ger- 
many, and is almoft every where intcrfe<5ted by 
thcfe rivers, or by canals and branches of the 
fea, is admirably fitted both for foreign and 
domefiic or inland, trade. This fingular advan-* 
tagc, however, could not have enabled the 
Flemings to leave the other -European -nations . 
fo far behind them, if the form of their civil go-r 
vemment had not been peculiarly favourable to 

their 
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* ^ ^ their cxtrnoDs. The grcatcft advantages which 
%^^m^wmmj mtxttt affords for improvement in die arts of 
'559- ^^ guy be rendered ufekls to the people who 
poflefi diem^ by an injodiciousy or tfrranntad 
and cffprcSEnrc ezerdle dftfae dTil power. And 
umrerfd experience proves, how vain it is to 
cxpeft that men will apply tfaemiclves with vi« 
gpur to coomierdal purfmcs, where dieir per* 
ions are infecurej or where the fruits of their 
induftry may be feized by the rapacious hand 
ofaddpodc prince. But happily for the in- 
habitants of the Low Countries, the fovereigns 
of the feveial provinces (unaUe, peihaps, from 
the iinall extent of their dominions, to execute 
any plan of tyranny againft the people) were^ 
at ar^very early period, induced to give dieir 
confeot and tukBdon to the above-mentioned 
fyftem of fiuidamentil laws; by which, al- 
diough their preiog^ve was abridged, yet 
their power and relburces were greatly sLUg-^ 
mented, through that pro^rity which their 
moderate government had enabled their fidn 
jc&stoatbun. 

The ibvereignty of thcfe flourifliing provin- 
ces pafled from the fiunily of Burgundy into 
riiat of Auftria, by the marriage of Mary, 
daughter of Charles the Bold, and ible heircfs 
of his dominions, with Maximilian, {on of Fre- 
deric die Third, emperor of Germany. This 
^ marriage 
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marriage was fct on foot and concluded by the 
Flemings thcmfelvcs, who, agreeably to their 
free maxims of government, aflumed the di» ^^^^ 
re^on of the conduft of their princes in this 
matter^ which fo nearly concerned their proipe* 
fity and &fety. 

Lewis the Eleventh of France had demanded 
her for his fon the dauphin; whilft he moft 
impolitically gave offence to the States, by 
ieizing upon Burgundy and Picardy as fie6 of 
the kingdom of France* This imprudent ftep, 
and the death of the bifhop of Liege, Aincle 
of.Mary, and ^ partizan of Lewis, determined 
the Flemings in their choice. They judged 
wifely, that their liberty would be lafer in the 
hands of Maximilian, whole hereditary domi-* 
nions were fmall, and lay at a diilance frcmi 
diem, than in thoie of a neighbouring prince 
fo powerful as Lewis, who, in all his condudt, 
had difcovered fo much injufticc and rapacity. 

'The Flemings Ihewed the fame laudable 
jealoufjr of their privileges after Maximilian's 
marriage with their princefs, which had infiu* 
enced them in their choice of him fbr her 
hufband. About four years after her marriage- 
Mary died of a bruife which (he received by a 
fall from horfeback, when fee was big with 
fhiki* Maximilian^ under the name of tutor 

to 



io8 HISTORY OF THE HEIGM OF 

• ^if * ^ ^^ ^^ Philip, aflumed the reins of govern- 
i „ mm^^ mcnt. The Flemings confidcfed his cdnduft 
'^^ OS an incroachmcnt on their rights, and rcfufcd 
to acknowledge his authority, till the States 
had ordained that he fhould be admitted as go- 
vernor, only for a limited time, and upon con- 
ditions which they required he Jliould take an 
oath to fulfil 

Hi did not obferve theft conditions (b exaft- 
fy as they expefted. They complained of his 
confening offices upon Burgundians and Ger- 
iMAS. They were grievoufly offended with 
hiai for introducing fore%n troops into the 
provinces, and apprehended that he had form* 
cd a defign againft their liberty. After he wat 
cle&ed king of the Romans, their fuipicioos 
arofc to fo great a height, that, i^on. his en- 
tering the city of Bruges widi a nwtieroQs train 
of attendants, the inhabitants ran to arrfis, Air« 
rounded him in the market-place, ftized his 
perfbn, and confined him in the caftle, where 
diey kept him prifdner for feVerd months. 
The Pope and pmperor int^rpofed in his behallfj 
but could not obtain his liberty, till he had 
given iecurity with regard to the fcveral particu- 
Urs on account of which they had taken ofiTence, 

Otnksv. Or die fame jealous attention to their liberty 

&e Flemings gave proofs during the admini- 

3 ibration 
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ftmtioni of MatsiiiRilian's fuccelTors. Under 
that of his grandfon Charles V. they had real 
ground of uneafinefs. Charles might have 
eafily fub4ued thein> if he had been inclined 
to uie his power fo uflgenerQufly, and his^ar* 
bitrary temper had fufficiently appeared in his. 
government of Spain and Germany ; in both, 
which countries he had trampled on all thofc 
dghts of. the people, which had been long[ 
elfascmtd the xiioft inviolable. On feveral oc^ 
caiiora he had introduced foreign trdops inta 
the Low Countries > and it has been aflertedV 
that he once deliberated wJiether he fliould. 
employ them in eftablifhing in the provinces 
the iame fort of arbitrary government which 
fubliibed in his Spanifh and ItaHaa dom^uQn& 

But Chai4es was born in the Netherlands, Hitpopa^r 
and had paiicd there the pleafanteft of his. ^' 
younger days. He loved the people, and was. 
fond of their manners; which refemUed bis. 
Qwo, and w^re . not fo referved and ftately as 
thofe of the Spaniards. From tafle and xtarly. 
attachment he kept them always about his pet:* 
fon, and had beftowed on them the moft' iiti« 
portant offices* in his dominions. To his pre*** 
ceptor, Adrian of Utrecht, who, through his 
mtereft, wasi afterwards advanced to the papacy^ 

> Gratitts^ p. 6. 
- he 
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• ^11^ ^ he commktcd the government of Spsuii : and 
C ^^ ' mj Charfes de Lanoy, whom he appointed viceroy 
'^^'* of Naples^ was intrufted with the management 
of his affairs in Italy for feveral yesurs^ with un- 
fimited authority. In all the wan which he 
carried on in Germany^ and on the frontiers of 
France, he placed a particular confidence in 
bis Flcmifh troops ; ufed the people,^ when he 
reftded among them, with the moft courteous 
familiarity, and banifhed from his intercourfe 
with them, that form and ceremony which ren- 
ders it fo difficult for princes either to know that 
ihey are beloved, or to flicw that they defervc it '. 

The Flemings entertained a grateful, fenfc 
of the kindnefs with which he treated them. 
If we except the infurredtion of the people of 
Ghent> there happened almoft no difturbance 
in the Netherlands during his reign. The 
States alfifted him liberally in defraying the 
cxpence of thofe wars in which he was almoii: 
continually engaged, and difcovered,at all times, 
a warm attachment to his perfon. 

- Charles would gladly have tranfinitted to 
his fon the a^edioh which he bore towards his 
Flemiih fubjedls ; and for this purpofe he had, 
V above related, brought him to Flanders ia 

^ BtQUVQlglio, p. 41. 

his 
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his youthj in order to reconcile him to the man- 
ners and cuftoms of the people. And after*- 
wards, when he himfelf had rcfolved to retire *^^^ 
fixMn die worid> and to leave the government 
of his dominions in the hands of Philip, he cx^ 
hotted him> with much earneilnefs> to cultivate 
the affe£dons of the Flemings, and to govern 
them according to thofe laws to y/hich they had 
been (b long accuftomed, and w^re fo ftrongly 
attached. 

But Philip could ftOt enter into his father's 2^.^^p^ 

Has itn|)Oi« 

views. He had never made any GonGderable pyiv bdaf 
ftay in the Netherhnds; and could not be fond ^'*"'* 
of a people whole manners were fo different from 
his own. In Spain, where he received his edu-^ 
cadon, he had been taught the Ttto& fuperfti^ 
nous reverence for the Holy Sec, and had im- 
bibed the mod extravagant ideas of the ex- 
tent of regal authority. Charles was not, in 
reality, kis fond of power; but in him ambi- 
tion was, in fome mcafure, tempered and cor- 
rected by his acquaintance widi the worlds 
whereas, in Philip, it was perverted and inflamed 
by the ientiments of an illiberal, cruel, gloomy 
fuperftition. 

Tm Flemings had long perceived and la- Tht lif^ 
mentcd the difference between the charaftcr of CiT/i^t. 
their late, and that of their prefent fovcreigm 

, Philip 
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>,.-,- j^ bound himielf to maintain their prviikges^ ami 
*^^'* had. made them tbe.ftrongdib proftffions^ of rr^ 
giuxl and alfedioo* But they jii^d ofi Ina 
diipofition towards thciti from hk>c6ndufl^ ra-^ 
tber than (nm his oath or hia proftfl^ciaa. They* 
were not admittedj whilft he lived atBongjEt 
them, to any (hare of his trull and cmfidence ii 
aixl> in violation of tl^eir fundamental bws» he* 
committed the adminiiiration of the nioft im^ 
portant branches of government to the bifliop 
of Arras, a Burgundi^n^i or to |iis Spanii^ ^i- 
niftcrsji Ruy Goqpcz dc Sylvai, prioce of £Uh>1U 
and the dukes of Feria. md Alvai whom th^ 
Flemings conHdered as eneimies^to their nation, 
and ftrenuous abettors of that deipptic power, 
to which, from the. beginning of ]?hilip'$- r^ei^^- 
they had fuipe£ted that he afpired« 

The tdias It was not long before he gave them con-» 
^ ^Ottui, vincing proof how well grounded their fear* 
were with regard to his intentions,, by the mfa- 
fures which he employed for e^^tingpi&ing the 
new opinions in religion. Thefe opinions had 
been of late diffbfed through every comer of 
the Netherlands ; having been import;<^ (^ith^* 
partly by foreign merchants who came to refide 
there i and pardy by the Swife and German 
:troops, whom, both Charle* and PhiKp. bad 
employed in their wars againft France i Imr 

chiefly 
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chiefly by the Engli(b, French, and German ® ^^^^ ^ 
Proteftants, who had fled from the perfecutions 
which were carried on againft them in their na- 
tive countries. 

Charles had, as mentioned in the preceding 
book, Ihewn the fame inclination to extirpate the 
reformed religion in the Netherlands, which he 
had difcovered in Germany ; and had, for this 
purpofe, publilhed feveral edifts againfl: the Pro- 
teftants ; many of whom had fufFercd the mofl: 
cruel death*. 

Great numbers had begun to leave die pro- 
vinces, and to tranfport their families and cffcdts 
to the neighbouring ftates. Charles was moved 
with the reprefentation which he received of this 
event, from the regent his filler, the queen-dow- 
.ager of Hungary. He felt for the calamities of 
the people, and he dreaded the confequenccs 
of depopulating a country from which he had 
often received the moit efieftual aflifl:ance and 
fupport. 

But thefe confiderations had no degree of 
influence on Philip. He rcpublifhcd the cdids, 

* It Is almoft incredible that the number of thofe who 
fttffered could amount to 50,000, yet this is affirmed by 
CeTcral .hifiorians. Meteren calls the number 50,000. 
Gffotius, p. 12. calls it 1009Q00. F.Paul, lib. v. ca^sit 
50,000. ^ 

Vol. I. 1 and 
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^ ^1^ ^ ^^ ordered the governors and magiftrates to 
u ^ ^^mj carfy them into rigorous execution. 

In thefe edids it was enafted, that all perfons 
who held ^any erroneous opinion (hould be 
deprived of their offices^ and degraded from 
their rank. It was ordained, that whoever 
ihould be convifted of having, taught hereti- 
cal cfoftrines, or of having been preftnt at the 
religious meetings of heretics, ihould, if thef 
were men, be put to death by the fword ; and 
if women, be buried alive. Such were the pu- 
niihments denounced even againft thofe who 
repented of theiir errors and forfook them ; while 
all i^ho perlifled in them were condemned to 
the flames. And even thofe who afforded fhel- 
ter to heretics in their houfes, or who omitted 
to give information againft tl^m, were fub- 
jefted to the fame penalties as heretics them- 
felves. 

theinqui- 1 Philip was not fatisfied with publiffaing and 
executing thefe cruel edifts. He likewiie efta- 
bliflied a particular tribunal for the extirpation 
of herefy^ which, although, it was not called by 
the name Inqmfition, had all the eflentials qf 
that iniquitous inftitution. Pcrlbns Were - com- 
mitted to prifon upon bare fufpicion> and put 
to the torture on the flighteft evidence. The 
accufcd were not confronted with their accufers^ 

15 Of 
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or made acquainted widi the crimes for which book 
they fufFcred- The civil judges were not allowed u-^^^-j 
to take any further concern in profecutions for '^^* 
hcrefy, than to execute the fcntehccs which the 
inquifitors had pronounced. The poflcflions of 
the ilifferers were confifcated; and informers 
were encouraged, by an aflurance of impunity in 
cafe they themfclves were guilty, and by the pro* 
mife of rewards •• 

It is not furprifing, that the eftablilhment 
of this arbitrary tribunal Ihould have occafioned 
difquietude in the Netherlands. It had created 
diilurbance even in Spain and Italy, where the 
people could not boaft fo much as the Fie** 
mihgS' of their civil rights j and had been ftre- 
nuoufly oppofed by many who were fincerely at- 
tached to the Catholic religion. In the Fle- 
mings it excited the moft frightful apprehen- 
fions. They confidcred it as utterly fubverfive 
of their liberty. They dreaded the ruin of 
their commerce i which could not fubfilt unleis 
the foreign merchants, many of whom were 
Prote'ft^ts, could , refide among them with 
fafcty. The new opinions had been propagated 
throughout ^ the provinces, and men knew 
not how far the inquifitors might extend their 
power, or how great a number might be found 

^ Grodat Aanaki* lib. i« 

1% Hablf 
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BOOK liabic to punifliments that were denounced, not 
^^■- ^ - ^ only againil heretics themfelves, but againft all 
'^^^* thofe who were fufpeded to befriend them. 

New crcc- To thcfe caufcs of difcontent Philip added ano- 
fiwrici''' ^^^^' ^ increafing the number of bilhoprics 
from five to feventeen, the number of the pro- 
vinces, This.meafurc, which would not at any 
other time have given much offence, was in the 
prcfent junfture univtrfally difagrecable. Gran- 
velle, biihop of Arras, was the chief advifer of 
it J nor did he and the king's other counfcUors 
fcruple to acknowledge, that their intention in 
promdting it, was to have at all tiipes a fufEcient 
number of perfons in the Netherlands, upon 
whofe zeal the king could rely for a vigorous 
execution of the edifts. 

The new bifliops were therefore confidered 
as fo many new inquifitors. Their creation 
was regarded as an incroachment on the pri- 
vileges of the provinces, and ^ violation, on 
the part of the king, of the oath which he had 
taken at his acceffion, to prefervc the church 
in the condition in which he found it. The 
principal nobility were particularly averfc to 
this innovation, becauie the number of the 
counfcUors of ftate was thereby greatly aug- 
mented, and confequently the influence of the 
ancient members of the council was impaired, 
lo and 
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and the balance of power thrown into the hands ® ^^^^ ^* 
of the clergy ; who, they doubted nof, would y^'^^^ 
on all occafions fhew themfelves ready to fup- '^^^* 
port thje arbitrary mcafures of the fbvereign. 
But no fe6t of men exclaimed fo loudly as the 
Monks and Abbots, whofe oppofition was in- 
flamed by motives both of ambition and intereft. 
For bcfides that they.would be obliged to yield 
the precedency to the bilhops, and have much 
kfs weight than hitherto in the aflcmblies of 
the States, it was out of their revenues thac 
the new biflioprics were to be endowed. 
They were therefore highly incenfed. They 
laboured to conncft their private intereft with. 
that of the public i and reprefented the new 
eredtion as no lefs pernicious to the country 
in general, than it wa$ to their order in par- 
ticular ^ 

Besides the grievances, enumerated, the Fie- spanim 
mings complained bitterly, that in the midft S^cthcr- 
of peace the provinces were filled with Spanifli 
foldiers. They had ever efteemed it one of 
their moft valuable privileges, that, according 
to their fundamental laws, no foreign troop$ 
could be brought into the Netherlands. Charley 
indeed had often introduced them in the courfe 
of his wars with France, and with the Protefi^ 

^ Bcntivoglio, lih. i. 
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'*Tii^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ Germany. . But the jPlemings had been 

V ' M - '" ^ 4azzled %ith the glory which generally attended 

'^^' that monarch's arms, and had not entertained 

the fame jealoufy o/ his intentions as of thofe of 

Philip ; who, they could not help liiinking, had 

ibrmcd a dciign to reduce them under a deipotic 

government; and had, with this view, deferred 

Kb long the difmiflion of his Spaniih troops. 

Their difcontent was greatly inqreafed by the 

infolent and rapacious behaviour of thefc troops]; 

which in Zealand was (6 intolerable, that the 

people actually rcfufed to work at their "dykes, 

faying, that they chofc rather to be fwal- 

lowed up by the ocean, than to remain a 

prey to the cruelty and av^icc of the SpanUh 

foldicrs^. 

J 

Such was the ftatc of ^tfFairs, and fuch the 

temper of the people, when Philip, intending to 

fct out for Spain, was deliberating concernbg a 

proper pcrfon to whom he might commit the 

^ ■ ' government of die Netherlands. 

Thf Aitch. Hk hefitated for fome time between Chriftina 

eis of Parma 

4pppinted the dutchefs of Lorrain, his coufin, and Mar- 
'^^^ ' ^ garet dutchefs of Parma, a natural daugh- 
ter of the late Emperor, The former had dif-i 

s Thcfe foUiers were ttot removed till the year following, 
, when Philip had occafioQ foi them elfewhere. Reidanus, p. 5, 
Meurfii Aariacus, near the beginning, 

tinguilhcd 
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tinguifhed hcrfelf by her prudent conduft in the 
government of Lorrain after her hulband's death, 
and had lately acquired confiderable reputation 
by her aegocia.tions in the treaty of peace at Cha- 
tcau-Cambrcfis. From the vicinity of Lorrain 
to the Low Countries, the Flemings vfere well 
acquainted with her chara&er ; and, as they had 
ffroaned under this burden of the French war, and 
had now begun to tafte, with gratitude, the fruits 
of that peace which Chriftina's wifdom had con- 
tributca to procure for them, they were exceed- 
ingly dcfirous that the government of the* pro- 
yinces (hould be left in \itr hands. But Philip 
had good reafon for the preference which he 
gave to the dutchefe of Parni^. The dukes of 
Lorrain were, from their fituati9n, in fbme mea- 
ftire dependent upon the crown of France ; 
whereas the dutchy of Parma was furroundcd 
with Philip's Italian dominions i and the duke 
and dutchefs were willing to fend their fon, the 
celebrated Alexander Farnefe prince of Parma, 
to the court of Spain j on pretence of being edu- 
cated there, but, in truth, as a pledge of that im- 
plicit obedience which the dutchefs engaged to 
yield to the king's bjunftions in her government 
of the provinces'*. 

As Philip did not intend to return ibon to 
the Netherlands, he thought proper^ before 
"^is departure, to fummon a convention of the 
^ BentivogUo; 

1 4 States; 




120 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

* ^ o K- States J which was accordingly held in Ghent; 

Km^^^ H? was prefent himfelf, accompanied by the new 
*V.5- regent, at the firft opening of that aflcmbly j but 
as he could not fpeak th^.language of the coun- 
try, he employed the bifliop of Arras to addrefi. 
the deputies in his name. 

The bifliop The bifhop began his fpeech with inform- 
rpecch^to ing them of the king's refolution of going to 
the States. Spain, and the reafons which rendered his 
journey thither ncccflary. He expatiated on 
the afFc6lion which Philip bore towards his 
Flcmifli fubjefts j to whom his family had 
been fp much indebted for that afccndant and 
influence, which had given them polTeflion of 
fiich extenfive territories. His affairs in Spain, 
he hoped, would not detain him long} but, 
in cafe they fhould, he promifed to fend his 
fon to refide in the Netherlands. In the mean 
time he earneftly exhorted the States to ftudy 
to prcfervc the public peace i and to this end 
he thought that nothing could conduce fo 
much, as the extirpation of herefy, which , 
whilfl it fet men at variance with God, put 
arms into their hands againft their civil. fove- 
rcign. *They ought therefore zealoufly tQ 
maintain the purity of their ancient faith, and 
for this purpofe, to execute with vigour the 
feveral edifts pubUlhed for the fuppreflion of 
herefy. In this, and every other nieafure, he 
hoped that they would concur chearfully with 

the 
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the dutchcfs of Parma, whom he had Appointed ^ ^jj^ ^ 
regent in his abfcnce* He would leave the <>- /- .. u 
Netherlands, imprefled with the deepeft fenfe '^^' 
of that fidelity and afFeftion which his fubjcfts 
there had ever fh^wn him 5 and would, aS foon 
as poflible, remove the foreign troops, and de- 
liver the people from every other burden which 
the exigency of his affairs had mad? it neccflary 
to impofe ^. 

The anfwcr of the States to this fpecch con- 
tained the warmcfl: fentimcnts of affedion and 
loyalty. 3ut, before the . convention was dif* 
folved, Philip perceived that the deputies were 
far from being fatisfied with every part of his ^ 
adminiftration. They had expcftcd that the 
troops would have been immediately tranfported 
to Spain, and could not difcover any reafon 
for keeping them longer in the Low Countries, 
but fuch as filled their minds with terror. , 

Their fufpicion that the Inquifition was about 
to be eftablilhed in the Netherlands, excited 
the moft difquieting apprehenfions. There 
were (fomc of the deputies, who fcruplcd not' 
openly to remonftratc. That ithe Low Coun- 
tries had never been accuftomed to an inftitu-* 
tion of fo much rigour and fe verity: Thac the 
people trembled at the very name of the Inqui- 

^ BcntiVogUo, p. 9, 

fition. 
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* ^i^ ^ fition, aad womld fly to the rcmotcft comers o^ 
V .u -y ■ mj the earth rather than fubmit to it: That it 
'^^ was not by fire and fword, but by the gendeft 
and fbfteft remedies^ that the evil complained 
of muft be cured: That as each individual had 
a habit or conftitution of body peculiar to hini- 
felf^ fo every nation had a peculiar tempera- 
ment or charadler : That what might be fuitable 
to Spain or Italy, would be extremely unfit 
for the Netherlands ; and that, in general, the 
nations in the fouthern parts of the world could 
live happily under a degree of reftnunt which 
would render the northern nations extremely 
mifcrablc '. 

Fbiiip«e- These and fuch other reprcfcntations were 
ti^thcm/^ addrcffed to the King himfclf by fome of the 
deputies, who endeavoured to petfuade him to 
annul, or at leaft to moderate^ the edids. Buc 
on this head Philip was inexorable. And when 
one of his minifters rcprefcntcd, that, by pcrftft- 
ing in the execution of thcfc edids, he might 
kindle the feeds of rebellion, and thereby lofe 
the fovereignty of the provinces; he replied, 
*' That he had much rather be no King at: ?ill, 
than have heretics for his fubjcds ~." 

1 PentlVogllo, lib. i. 

» Chegli voleva piu tofto reftar fcnza ccgn', chc g<iffe^^ 
.4ergli ^on hereiia. B£ntivof;lio, p. io» 
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His religion> which was of all fupcrftitioos ^ ^ ^ ^ 
the tnoft intolerant;, his temper of mind> which umif^Lmd 
was naturally haughty and fcvercj h>s pricjc, '^^^ 
which would have been wounded by yielding 
tp what he had repeatedly declared he woxild 
never yield j his engagements with the Pcpe^ 
and w oath which he had taken to dercKe hi^ 
i*?igA ^Q the defence of the Popilh ^ith and the 
extirpation of herefy ; above ail^ his thirH for 
defpotic power, with which he confidercd the 
liberties claimed in religious .matters by the; 
Proteftants as utterly incompatible; all thefc 
caufes united, rendered him deaf to thc^ remQn- 
ftrancps which were made to him, and fixed 
l>im un^terably in his refolution to execute the, 
cdifts wi^h the Utmpft rigour. He ihc^fd 
himfelf equally indexible wi;h regard to the 
new bifhppricss npr would he confent at this 
time to withdraw the Spanifh fbldiers, Ifi pr- 
der, however, to leflS?n the odium arifing froni 
his refiifal, he offered the command of tbefe 
troops to the prince of Orange and count Eg* 
mont, the two ableft and moft popular noble* 
men in tht Netherlands ; the former of whom 
he had appointed governor of Holland, Zca^ 
land, and Utrecht i and the latter of Artois 
and Flanders. Both of them declin<kl accept- 
ing of the offer which was made to them, and 
had the courage to'declare, that they confidered 
;hc continuance of the trpop? in ^the Low 

Countries. 



H^ HISTORY OF THE REIGN OP 

^ ^m ^ Countries, after peace had beeix eftabliflied with 
w ^ ^ iimmj France, as a violation of the •fundamental laws 
'^^'' * of the conftitution. 

Count Eg- . Count Egmont, dcfcended from the dukes 
of 'Guelderhnd, and one of the moft accom- 
plilhed noblemen in the Netherlands, having 
lately gained imrhortal honour by the vidorics 
of St. Quintin and GFavelincs, had juft ground 
to cxpeft the higheft rewards in the power of 
Philip to beftowt 

Triftw?/' The prince of Orange, fo well known in 
9nuigc. biftory by the name of William the Firft, was 
the reprefentative of the ancient and illuftriotis' 
family of Naffau in Germany, From his an- 
ceftors, one of whom had been Emperor of 
Germany, he inherited feveral rich pofleffions 
in the Netherlands; and he had fucceedcd to 
the principality of Orange by the will of Reno 
Naffau and Chalons, his coufin-german, in 
the year 1544. From that time the late Em- 
peror had kept him perpetually about his per- 
fon, and had early difcovered in him all thofe 
extraordinary talents which rendered him after- 
wards one of the moft illuftrious perfonages of 
the age. Both he and xrount Egmont had 
afpired to the regency ; and their declining to 
accept of the command of the Spanilh troops 
was, by feme, afcribcd to the chagrin occa^ 

fionc(^ 
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jBoiied by their difappointmcnt \ Th^ prince * ^„^ *^ 
of Orange, after dropping his own . pretcn- \ , ->■!■ ^ * 
fions, had cxpreffed hisdefire to have the re- *^*^* ^ 
gency beftowcd on the dutchjof Lorrain; and 
this difcQvery of William's inclination is faid 
to have been a principal motive with Philip, 
and his Spanifti counfellors, for conferring it 
on the dutchefs of Parma. Nor were they fa- 
tisfied with thwarting him in this. He had 
begun and made fome progrefs in a treaty of 
marriage with one of the princefles of Lorrain. 
In this meafure likewife they oppofed him, 
from an apprehenfion, it was pretended, that 
fo clofc a connexion with a fapnily of fo great 
influence, and whofe territories lay fo near the 
Netherlands, would give him an acceffion of 
power that might be dangerous in the hands 
of a perfon whofe loyalty there was realbn to 
fufped. 

It does not however appear, that, before the caufe$af 
aflembly of the States, Philip had any juft ground a^«ation 
for his fufpicions of William's conduft; and ^^n^W"^ 
there is only one circumftancc recorded to which 
they can be afcribed. The prince having been 
fent to France as an hoftage for the execution 
of fome articles of the peace of Chateau-Cam- 
brefis, had, during his refidence there, dif- 
covered a fcheme formed by the French and th« 

• Ferrcras, torn. ix. Grotius, p, 4-^9. 

Spanifh 
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• ^ ^ Spanifli monarchs for the extirpation of the Pro- 

I— ■/li^ teftants« This fcheme he had communicated 

'^5^ to fuch of his friends in the Netherlands as had 

embraced the reformed religion^ and from that 

time the King ceafed to treat him with his 

wonted confidence ^ 

But we find a ftill more fatisfaftorjr account 
of Philip's alienation from the Prince, in the 
jealoufy of Granvelle and the Spanifli minifters. 
From his early youth William had been con- 
fidercd as a principal favourite of the late Em- 
peror, who had on all occafions diilinguiflied 
him with peculiar marks of his efteem. Charles 
nfed to communicate to him his moft fecret 
counfels^ and had been heard to declare, that 
the Prince, though fcarcely arrived at the years^ 
of manhood, had often fuggefted expedients to 
him that were of jgreat advantage to his affairs. 
William was in the twenty-third year of his 
age when Charles refigned his dominions, yet 
he had already received feveral public proofs 
of the Emperor's attachment. Not to mention 
his making choice of him to fupport him in 
that auguft aflembly in which he refigned his 
dominions, or his beftowing on him, in pre- 
ference to his other courtiers, the honour of 
carrying the Impcrjial crown to his brother Fer- 
dinand ; he had appointed him commander in 

* fientivoglio; p.. 6, Thuanos^ torn. i. lib. xxii. (t6t. lo. 

chief 
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chief of his army, in the abfence of the duke 
of Savoy, when the Prince was only two and 
twenty years old. Againft this meafure all his • ^^^ 
councilors had rcmonftrated, and had repre- 
fentcd to him the fupcrior charader of the 
French generals, the duke de Nevers, and the 
admiral de Coligni. But Charles adhered to 
his choice, and had no reafbn afterwards to re* 
pent of it. William not only favcd the troops 
while they were under his command from fuf- 
taining any misfortune or calamity, but forti- 
fied Charlemont and Philipville, and thereby 
ijbcured the frontier of the Netherlands, in ipitc 
of the moft vigorous eiforts which the enemy 
could make to prevent him. This uncommon 
degree of attachment that was ihewn him by 
the father, was the real caufe of the coldneft 
with which he was treated by the fon. Gran- 
Telle and the Spanifh miniflers were envixMis of 
his rifing greatnefs, and took every opportunity 
to infpire Philip with fulpicions of his defigns^ 
and an averfion to his charader. Philip was 
confirmed in his fufpicions by William's re- 
fufing to accept of the command of the troops -, 
and faw that neither he, nor count Egmont, who 
iikewifc declined accepting it, were perfons on 
whom he could depend for executing the plan 
which he had formed for eftablilhing defpotifm 
In the provinces, 



^ 
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He left them, howeveri in poffcffion of th« 
fevieral governments to which they had been 
*^^5- appointed, and ftill allowed them to hold their 
places as formerly in the council of State, Theif 
merit, he was fenfible, intitled them to all thd 
honours and offices which they enjoyed. He 
knew how extenfive their influence was among 
the people i and he was confcious they had been 
guilty of nothing that could juftify him for re- 
moving them from their employments; fince, 
even when their conduft had offended him the 
moft, they had only exercifed thofe rights, 
which, by the fundamental laws of the country, 
belonged to every • inhabitant of the Nether- 
lands. 

But although Philip did not think proper to 
difmifs them from his fcrvice, he refolved that 
they fhould not have power to fruftratc his in- 
tentions. And for this purpofe he left, for 
- principal counfellor to the regent, the bifliop of 
Arras, whofe views were entirely coincident 
with his own, and in whom, therefore, thf 
dutchefs of Parma was delired to repofe unlimited 
confidence. 



Thetifhop Anthony Pcrenot, bifliop of Arras, Co well 

"^ - known in the hiftory of the Netherlands by 

the name of cardinal Granvelle^ was Ion to th^ 

celebrated chancellor of that name, whom the 

late 
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kte EtfipcWf- had for maiiy years intfuft^d with ^ ^^^ ^ 
the managgmc^nt of his mdft important affairs, w-^sn*-^' 
Anthony having been early initiated into bufi- '^^^ ^ 
nefei had been employed by the Emperor for fe- 
veraF years iti the niceft political negociations, 
and ift'foine of the higheft depahmerits of the 
ftate^ He was a perfon of extraordinary abili- 
ties, aiSd'^fticularly diftihguifetd for his do- # 
quencei Msf aftivityi his iiiduftry, and addrcfs. 
Yet he was extremely odious to the people whom 
he was left to govern, who confidered him as the 
principal author of all their grievances. In the, 
court of Charles, and afterwards in that of Phi- ^ 
lip> he had acquired habits and principles hot 
unfuitable, perhaps, to the njinifter of a de(potIc 
jprince, but which rendered him exceedingly un- 
fit for the government of the Low Countries^ 
v^here the power of the fovcreign was fo much 
limited by the laws. He was naturally choleric 
and haughty, vain, and oftentatious of his credit 
with the king ; and, by an imperious and in- 
Itrefted behaviour^ had difgufted many of his 
friends, arid inflamed the refentmcnt of his ene- 
mies. He was particularly obnoxious to the 
principal nobility $ and, in the courfe of his mi- 
niftry, had been inftrumental in difappointing 
many of them in their moft favourite views o( 
ambition and intcreft'*. 

^ Bentivoglio, Be 6tra^a> i Dom'l'Evcfciae, torn* i. 
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In the hands of a perfon fo univerfally dif- 
liked, it could not reafonably be expedtcd that 
' *^^' the government would proceed fmoothly. While 
Philip himfelf was prefent, the difcontented no* 
bles were overawed. But no fooner was that re- 
ftraint removed which die king's prefenccim- 
pofed upon them, than their til-humour broke 
out, with a degree of violence that drew after it 
the moft ferious and important confcquences. 
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BOOK IV; 

PHILIP {et fail from the Netherlands 
with a f!eet of near fevcnty Ihips, on the 
aoth of Auguft, and arriwd at Lorcdo, in the .1559- 
province of Bifcay, on the a9th. He reached' Hrai^in "' 
the port in fafcty, but no fooner had he landed, ^''**"' 
than a dreadful ftorm arofe, in which a part of 
his fleet was Ihipwrecked; abpve a thoufand - 
men pcrifhcd, and a great nunlber of capital- 
paintings, ftatucs, and other curious works of 
art, were loft, which Charles had been employed 
during forty years in collefting, in Germany, , 

Italy, and Flanders. 

Philip, animated by a fpirit fimilar to that 

which prompted him, ^fter the ViAory of St. 

K 2 Quintin, 
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Quintin, to confecratc a church to. St. Lau* 
rcncc, thought he could not, on this occafion, 
^^^^' cxprcfs his gratitude for his prcfcrvation, in a 
manner more acceptable to the Deity, th^n by 
declaring his refolution to dedicate his life to the 
defence of the Catholic faith, and the extirpatioxi 
ofhcrefy*. 

The joy of As the Spapiarc^ had pQt f6r many years en* 
*atSon joyed the prefence of their fovercign, his arrival 
tjHs^occa. diffufcd uniyerfal joy thtpughoy; the .kingdom. 
His adminiftration before his marriage with the 
queeil of England had procured him the general 
efteem, and he was now itiprt relpeftcd than 
ever, on account of the fignal fuccefi with 
which his firm? had beeqi attended in, his. wars 
with France, and the .modcpdion an4 equity 
which ^e ha4 difp/^yp4x)?V t^ pc W of Chajt^u-, 
Caxpbitf^* 

Vhmpu at- Thb. proofs of jiffcdion which he recciyccj' att 
l^hmemter ^j^jg. j^j^^^ f^.^^ I^i3 Spaniel fujbjcfts, were die 

ftronjger, bccaufe».althppgh Philip ieldom fufr.r 
fcjred either joy or foxrow to. appear in hU lookv 
Iiis difcourle, or behaviour^ itwas we^ Jc^pwa 
hqw.mvch he was attached ;to. his native cqun^} 
try, more than to any of his otf^cr dproipionsik 
and ic was generally believed, that he intended to 

* JFaiJ^^^imi^^ Bfe^.v. p. 47. ^ 
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fix HI It his p^rjictuai refidcnce. His manners 
Sverc liiited only to thofe of his Spanifh fub- 
jcAs; he could not, as has bden already men^ ^^^^' 
tiohe^. ipcak with facility any other language 
but theirs, and he .poiTeffed not that courage 
snd cnterprife by which the lace Emperor had 
*l)een ddtcrfninedto undertake fo many voyages 
and jourhies to the different ftates which were 
fubjeft ,to his dominion. Th6 Low Countries 
had not, in the eyes of Philip^ thofe charms 
by which Charles had been fo powerfully at- 
grafted i and were particularly difagrecahle to 
him, on account of the rcftridtions which theiF 
free conftitutiott of governmem iippoftd on hi^ 
authority. 

liJr vtfce ' beginnii% of the reign of Charlesj 
Spain was one- of the freeft ftates in Europe \ 
but aS the nobles, were humbled, . and their 
power abridged, during the arbitrary, but vi- 
gorous adminiftration of cardinal Ximene^ 5 fo 
the ili-corifcerted arid unfocccfsful aftcfftpt whicl^^ 
the commons of Cadile made f^ixie y^rs afte-f • 
wards, to affcrt their rights, ferved only to exalt 
tJic royal prerogative, which they intended tq 
have circuiiifcribefd, and to reduce the Cortex 
to an entire dependence oA the crown. And 
although in Afragon the people ftill enjoyed 
dieir ancient privileg^ts, yet there was little 
OTobafeiUty that th*y would ever venture to. 

^3 ^^m' 
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difputc the will of thcl# prince j who poflei&d 
fuch incxhauftiblc rcfourccs, and could, when 
he plcalcd, employ even their own countrymen, 
the Caftilians, to fubdue them. . But there was 
no circumftance which ferved more to increafe 
Philip's partiality for Spain, a;id to make him 
prefer it to any of his other <lominions for the 
place of his abode, than the (uU eftablifhmcnt 
which the court of inquifition had acquired in 
that kingdom, and the fecurity Which this infti- 
tution afforded him againft the propagation of 
herefy. 



Of the in. Tttrs tribunal, which, although it was not 
qit two. ^^ parent, has been the nuric and guardian of 
ignorance and fuperftition, in every kingdom 
into which it hais been admitted, was introduced 
into Spain near a century before the prefent pe- 
riod, by Ferdinand and Ifabella; and was 
princip^y intended to prevent the relapfe of 
the Jews and Moors, who had been converted, 
or pretended to be converted, to the faith of the 
church of Rome* Itsjurifdiaion w^s not con- 
fined to the Jews and Moors, but extended to 
all thole who, in their praftice or opinions, 
differed from the eftablifhed church. In the 
united kingdoms of Caftilc and Arragon, there 
were eighteen different inquifitorial courts; 
having each of them its counfellors, termed 
Apoilolic Inquilitors; its fecretaries, ferjeants, 

and 
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aiid other officers t and befides theft, there were ^ o^^ ^ 
twenty thouiknd familiars difperfed throughout 
the kingdom, who a6ted as (jpies and informers, 
and were employed to apprehend all fulpefted 
pcrfons, and to commit them for their trial, to 
the prifons which belonged to the inquifition^ 
By thefc familiars, pcrfons were feized on bare 
fulpicion 5 and, in contradidion to the common 
rules of law, they were put to the torture, tried 
and condemned by the inquifitors, without 
being confronted either with their accufcrs, oc 
with the witneffes on whofc evidence they were 
Gondcmned. The punifhments inflifted were 
more' or lefs dreadful, according to the caprice 
and humour of the judges^ The unhappy vic- 
tims were either ftrangled, or committed to the 
fiamcsji or loaded with chains and fhut up ii\ 
dungeons during life. Their efFedts were con- 
fifcatcd, and tl^eir farpilies ftigmatifed with Jn- 

This inftitution was, no doubt, well calcu- 
lated to produce an uniformity of religious 
profeflioni but it had a tendency likewife to 
dcftroy the fweets of focial life 5 to banifla all 
freedom of thought and Ipeechs to difturb 
mcn> minds with the mofl difquieting appre- 
hfnfionsj^.and to produce the moft intolerable 

** Mariana, Iib.x«iv. c. xvi. p. 137. 

K 4 flavery. 
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flavcry, by reducing perifons of all ranks of life 
to a ilate of abje£): dependence upon prlclts -, 
'^^'' whqfe ihtcgrity, were it even greater than that 
of other men, as in every falfc religion it is lefs^ 
muft have been corrupted by the uncpntroul- 
aUe authority which they were allowed to ex- 
crcifc. 

Such nearly were the fcntimeats which cwn 
die Spaniards entertained of this iniquitous tri-/' 
bunal^ at the time-when it was erected % ^^t 
not having had experience then of its perniciou^ 
effe&s, and confidering it as uitendeci for the 
chaftifemcnt of Jews and infidels, they only mur- 
mured and complained i till, the yoke being 
wreathed about their necks, the moft fecret mur^ 
murings became dangerous, and often fatal to 
thofc who uttered them. 

Effcas of By this tribunal, a vifible change w^s wrought 
tionoifthe' |n the temper of the people; and refcrve, dif^' 
ehari^acr^of ^^uHy and jealoufy, became the diftinguifhing 
charafter of a Spaniard. It perpetuated anci 
confirmed the reign of ignorance and lupcr- 
ftition. !t inflamed the rage of religious bi- 
gotry; and, by the cruel fpedlaclcs to which, 
in the execution of its decrees, it familiarifed 
fhe people, it nourifhed in theni that ferocious' 

« Mariana. 
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/pirit, which, in the Ncthcrfands and America, f ^^ ^ 
xhcy manifefted by deeds that have fixed an 
cverlafting* reproach on the Spanifh i^nwc. 

But thefe confiderations could not be ap-: 
prehendcd by Philip j nor if they had been fug- 
p;efted to hirti, would they have had any iriflu-| 
f ncc upon Jiis conduft. H? had imbibed, in 
all its virulence, t;hat ^irit of bigotry and pcr- 
* xfecution, which gave birth to the inquifitign, ' 
He regarded heretics as the moft odious of cri- 
minal; and confidered a departure in hi? fub- 
jcfts from the Romair fuperftition, as the moft 
dreadful calamity that could befal them. H^ 
was therefore determined to (Mppprt the inqui- 
fitors with all his power, and he encouraged 
them to exert thpmfclves in the c^xercifc of their 
piEce, with the utmoft diligence. 

The zeal and vigilance of thefc men fully 
porrelponded to that ardour with which their fo- 
yereign was inflamed ; yet fo irrcfiftiblc in this 
age was the fpirit of innovation, and fo great 
the force of .tnitti, that the opinions of the Re- 
formers bad found their way even into Spain, 
and were embraced opjenly by great numbers 
of both fexes, among whom were both pri^ftg 
^d niins. 

Even the ai^hbifliop of Toledo, Bartlemi di carantt, 
Caranza y Miranda, was, from certain propo- k£i ^ 

fition» 
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fitions contained in a catechifm which he pub* 
lifhed, fufpc6led to have efpoufed them. The 
'^5^' inquifitors informed the King of the grounds 
of their fufpicion, and defired to receive his in- 
ftruftions for their conduft. Caranza had been 
uf^iverfally refpefted as one of the moft virtuous 
apd learned prelates in Spain. Having, when 
provincial of the order of St. Dominique, been 
carried by Philip into England, as a pcrfon 
well qualified to promote the re-cftabliflimcnt 
of popery in that kingdom, he had laboured 
with fo much zeal for that end, and thereby re- 
commended h^mfclf fo powerfully to die King, 
that in th^ year of\e thoufand five hundred and 
fifty-fe ven, Philip advanced hirp to the primacy. 
His firft employment after attaining this high 
dignity Was to adminifter Ibiritual comfort to 
the late Emperor, whom he attended in his laft 
diftrefs, Bi^t ihe memory of his merit and fcr- 
vices. was now obliterated. Philip wrote to the 
Inquifitors from the Netherlands, that they 
muft, without hefitation, proceed againft the 
Archbilhop as they would do againft other de- 
linquents ; and that they fliould not ipare even 
his own fon if they found him guilty of herefy. 
Caranza was accordingly thrown into prifon, 
and his revenues were fequeftratcd. The pro- 
pofitions in his catechifm, at which the inqui- 
fitors had taken ofi^ence, were hcl^ t;o be of a 
difputa^lc nature even amopg thp Catholiqs 

them- 
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themfclvcs, It is probable, however, that fcii'- ^ ^^ ^ 
tence would have been pronounced againll u. ■ - >,- -i 
him, had oof the Pope interpofcd, and claimed '^^^* 
an exelufiv? right to decide the caufe. . Philip, 
•anxious for the honour .of the . holy office, to 
whofe power he was defiroqs fhat no bounds 
Jhould be prefcribed, employed all his intereft 
to' prevail on the Pontiff to drop his preten- 
£ons. But at laft he himfelf yielded ; and Car 
ranza, after having languifhed in prifon for fix 
ye^rs and feven months, was tranfported to 
Rome, where he was releafed from confine- 
ment, but died in a few weeks ^ftcr hp was fet a^ 
liberty •*, * 

Before Philip's arrival in the city of Valla- An Aut^* 
dolid, an Auto-de-fe had been celebrated, in vliiadoiid^ 
which a great number of Pr6teftants were com- 
mitted to the flames. There we're . (till in the 
prifons of the inquifition more than thirty per- 
fonS;( againfl; whom (he fame dreadful punifh'*' 
ment had been denounced. Philip> eager to \intncflyd 
give public proof as early as poflibje of his ab- ^ ' ^ 
horrence of th?fe innovators^ defired the inqui-r 
fitors to fix a day for their execution ; and he 
refolved to witnefs it. The dreadful ceremony 
(more repugnant to humanity, as well ^s to the 
fpirit of the Chriflian religion, than the moft 

* Ferrcras, Annis 1559 ie 1565, ,Camp«iia« An. 1559. 
Mimana^ lib. v. c. xi, 

abominable 
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Ad o c abommabJe fecrifices recorded iii the annals of 
1^ \/-^ji the Pagan world) was conduced with the grc^t-r 
y^ tft folcn>nity which the inquifitors could dcvife -,_ 
<in(d Pbil>p> attended by his ion Don Caries, l^ 
li^is lifter, and by his couitiers and gnards, i^ 
Within fight of the unhappy yi<aiitts. AftcT^ 
fearing a fermon Ifom tke \)ifti<yp of ^kmoraj, 
Ike rofe from his feat» and having drawn his 
iW^rd, as a fignal, that with it he Ivould de- 
fend the holyfaidi, he took ^n oath admini« 
iR^^red to him by the Inquifitor-General, to 
il^^rt the inqui^on and its minifiers againft 
all heredes and apoftates, and to compel hp^ 
fcbjcfts every where to yield objcdicnce to its, 
decrees,. 

AsfONC. the Protcftants condemned, riiere 
iras a nobleman of the name of Don Carlos di 
Scffa, who, when the executioners were con- 
Aufting him tb the ftake, called out to the King 
for rtierey, fajiiig, '^And carlft thou thus, O 
*» King! Wimefsth? torments of thy fubjefts? 
♦* lave us from ^his cruel dearii; we do noj 
V defervc it/' « No,^ Philip ft^nly replied, 
^f I woukl mylelf carry wood to burn my own 
** fdn, were he fuch a wretch zs thou*." After 
. which he. beh^cld the horrid fpeftacle that fbl-. 

^ ^ lo tracn lenna para quemar a mi hijo, & fuers tan makx 

#tocrvoi9. CtlbttTZ, lib; v. <. Si. Mfniana, U v. c. xi. 
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iowcdj.wicb.a comp^r^^ iand tranquUliiar thiti •*^J^'"^ 
hetQ}^ned> the. o^ uiilboling hcacu w -^ ' -^» 

This diTadfidL;levmty^y joined wu^ccrcai^^ 
rigid lawsj enafted to prevent die importation 
of LAitherap bi)ok^.ibQa; produced tke dciited 
€Sk&^ After th« cdebratidnofanothifcr Autb^ 
dt^£^^ ia \vhich:^»b&M.^tf Pn^tcftancsHTafiefiet^v 
^Lthf^.ri^fti jifithereM/^ceai^iMiuo iHULrennaiaicdKi 

cfcgpcj intx^far^n.pai»tt^* • 

Fikij^iB;practedfid -neit tci fi^oleidib mil g9^ 
TjeirniuMtjof .the kingdiom:; .andylaccOTdiftg :»! 
^th!3 Spaniiliu faiftomnsy' he : difcorer-ed' *ift tlrt^^ 
choic^^of Iii5..tmf]^r^ and-ofthis gov&how-of^ 
towns audi provinces, much prud^jftce-and ck^- 
cumfpitftiQiL^ ."of^ .which A^&^i^zikibiOx^tim gtvaii 
thfC following inftance,: that befidcs imaldagL^diwl 
lig^nt inquiry concerning, the:, chwafters? of -the] 
foreral candidates for office, hcj kept a iretgiftel^ i 
for. his own ufc, in ^ which .he « recorded all riw^^ 
vices and jdefefibs, as Wcll.as thttlivinue&AJ*iac*«' 
compKfll^^e.flts^oEcach ^ 

He. might haye. confined His iattentJom xcr <^ : ; 
jq^f^ ;Ofi t;hi$ natiMJe, iiad ha^oe^iappHodAimfclCr. 
whplly. tot'dWJntfirnal adi:diaiilrat$o{i. ofibi^jdam^ 

fla Seville* ^ Minanaif lib; f . c* tis * Ibid. 

jmiqioiiv 
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B ^^^J^' mbions, had he not found it neccflary to pro- 
^ *»* ■- > ■ vide agaihft the hoftile intentions with which 
'^^'* the Turkifli Emperor, and the corfairs of Bar- 
bary, were animated againft him. 

?lriSh '^^^ Ottoman empire was, in the prefent 
jEmpcror. pcHod, at the fummit of its glory, under the • 
v^idorious Solyman ; the greateft and the moft 
enlightened of all the Sultans. In Perfia, in 
Hungary, and ia Africa, diis heroic prince had 
widely extended the limits of his empire ; bad 
expelled the knights of St. John from Rhodes^ 
which till then had been deemed impregnable ; 
h^d dripped the Venetians of a great part of 
their terriories; laid waftc the coafts of Italy 
and Spain s and filled all Europe with admira- 
tion of his exploits, and with the terror of his 
name« From the time of his competition with 
Ferdinand in Hungary, he had regarded the 
princes of the houfe of Auftria as his rivals. He 
hid afliftcd Henry II. of France, firft againft 
Charles, and afterwards againft Philip; as he 
had formerly. afliftcd Francis againft the Em- 
peror. And in the late war,, although by Ibroc • 
accident his fleet did not. arrive in time to aft 
in concert with that of France, yet it came 
afterwards under his admiral Piali, who, havmg 
landed his troops in Italy,' and in the iflands c^ 
Prochita and Minorca, put great numbers of 
the 
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the inhabitants to the fword, and carried ofF ^ ^^^ k^. 
many hundred prifoncrs into flavery V ^-v-*"^ 

From an enemy fo powerful and enterpris- 
ing, Philip had much to apprehend. But he 
believed it to be inconfiftent with the charadter 
of protector of the church, to which he afpired, 
to enter into any alliance with a prince who 
was the declared and irreconcileable enemy of 
Chriftianityj and therefore, far from propofing 
any terms of accommodation, he iflued orders 
for putting the coafts of Spain and Italy into a 
pofture of defence, left Solyman ihould find lei-, 
fiire from his other occupations to renew hofti- , 
lities. 

But the Spanifh monarch had more imme.* * The cor. 
diate caule of inquietude from the corfairs on u^.^ 
the coaft of Africa, an enemy, much more for- * 
midablc than before, by the. affiftance which • 
Solyman had afforded them ever fince they ac* 
knowledged hini for their fovcreign. . They[ 
conftftcd of Turks, Arabs, Negroes, and 
Moors i the laft of whom were partly natives> ? 
and partly fuch as had been expelled from! 
Spain In die time of Ferdinand and Ifabella. • 
They were all men of barbarous manners, in- 
Bamed with the moft bigoted zeal for the Ma- 

^ F^rrerasj ann. 1558. 

hometan 



144 HISTORY OF THE k'ElGI^ Ot^ 

B o K hometan religibh, open fo^s to almoft every' 
Ui^yI,,J Chriftian p'owef, and ahirhated with a peculiar 
'^5^* hatred againft the Spaniards, who had often at- 
tacked them In their ftrong' holds, artd had 
long treated their brother Mahometans, the 
Morefcoes in Spain, with inhumanity. Thtf 
Jiadofteri taken full revchge' for thefe injuries^' 
under the celebrated brothcts, Horuc and Hay^ 
tadin BUrbafoflas. Their- principal fleet was 
now commanded by anoth^ ' corfair, of the 
name of Dragut/theBarbarofla of hi^ age, aiid^ 
not inferior to either of the two brothers in tfeoft 
qiialifications by which they 'w«ffe fy cmiriehtlf 
diftinguifhed* 

Dn^ot Born in a litde village in Natolia, oppofite 

to the iflc of Rhodes, and fprurig, like the 
Batbarollis, fromithe' mcanejBjfpifents, Dfagut 
had, in Mis youth, -entifted hiniftjf on board 
a. : Tiirkifh giiky, and had; ferved theife* for 
• fome years as a common failor; In'that flation' 
he -gave confpicuous proofs x)flhisr^GapiGit^.' He 
fcemed however to begovetnckl by a'pifliofi 
cjftremely difFerent frdm that amb'itioh which* 
is' the ordinary attendant upon genius,^ "ail^ xa 
havendbther end'in- vicw'than -to criricK habn-'' 
fel£. Butas foon as he haid atiquifed st dertaiii'' 
furn of mortey, -he purchafed i g^Htf of his'own/ 
luid began the adventurous occupation of ^ 
corfeii:, in which he became remarkable for his 

m 
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Hall in navigation, his knowledge of the feas, • ^^^ ^ 
his intrepidity, and cntcrprifc. His charaftcr w -y^- j 
did not remain long unknown to Hayradi;! '^^ 
Barbarofla, who was at that time high admiral 
of the Turkifti fleet. Biu-barofla gladly received 
Dragut into his fervice, and having made him 
his lieutenant^ he gave him the command' 
of twelve of his fhips of war. With this fleet 
^ Dragut did infinite mifchicf to all the European 
ftates who traded in the Mediterranean, the 
French only excepted> whofe monarchs were in 
alliance with the Turkifli Emperor. He fuf- 
fcred no feafon to pafs unemployed. Scarcely 
a fingle Spanilh or Italian ihip efcaped him ; ^and ' 

when he &iled in taking a fufficient number of 
prizes^ he commonly made ibme fudden de- 
fcent on the coafts of Spain or Italy, plun-* 
dering the country, and carrying oflT great 
numbers of the inhabitants into captivity. In 
thefe defcents he was generally fortunate ; but , 
in the year 1541, having landed his men in a 
creek in Corfica, they were fcattered along the 
coaft, and employed in coUeding their booty, 
when Juanetin Doria, the brave nephew of the 
illuftriorus Andrew Doria, came upon him with 
a fuperior force, took nine of his fliips, and 
compelled him to furrenden When he was 
carried on board the admiral's galley, he coulc^ 
not reftrain his indignation, but exclaimed, 
" And am I then doomed to be thu« loaded 
YoL. I. J. ,<' with 
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* V? * " ^* fetters by a beardlefs youth V a iaying 
M n r ^ which occafioned his meeting with header v£a%t 
'5^* tha^ he would otherwiie have received. Both 
Barbarc^ and Solyman interefted thcmielves in 
his behalf^ and made tempting Offers to the Ge« 
coefe for his ranfom. Notwithftanding which 
they detained him &>tr years in captivity ^ nor 
could they be perfuaded to fet ,him at liberty^ 
. till Barbarofia, with a hundred gallics Ufider 
his command> appeared before their town, and 
threatened to lay it in afhesj if he were not 
inftandy releafed. The Genoefe found k ne- 
ceifary to comply with this requeft r and Dra- 
gut, who was immediately afterwards furnifhed 
with a ftrong iquadxon of fliips by Barbarofla, 
and was now inflamed with redoubled hatred 
againft all who bopc the ii^me of Chriftians, 
relumed his former occupation, and fought 
after opportunities, with unceafing ardor, to 
wreak his vengeance upon his enemies. Be- 
fides (Captures which he made at fea^^he lacked 
and pillaged, year after year, innumerable vil*- 
hges and towns in Italy and the adjacent ifles* 
Having been difpoflcficd by Doria of his ftrong 
fea-port of Mohedia on the coaft of Barbary, be 
bad ample revenge afterwards on that gal- 
i^st. y^^t ieaman, in an engagement off Naples, in 
which he toolc fix of his ftiips, with a great 
number of troops on board, and obliged Doria 
himklfM a»d the rtft of the fleet, to fly before 

li ' him. 
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him. In the year immediately following he fub- * ^^^ * 
dued almoft the whole ifland of Coiiica, and de^ w ■-% ■ iJ * 
livercd it into the hands of the French, After *^^^' 
this, having made himfelf mailer of Tripoli, he 
fortified that place in the ftrongeft manner. 
From Tripoli he iifued forrii as often as the fea- 
fon would permit ; and after Philip's acceflion, 
and even after peace was concluded between 
France and Spain, he continued to praftift as 
formerly his depredations upon the coafts of Si- 
cily, Naples, and other ftatcs which belonged to 
the Spanifh monarchy. 

Of thefe hoftilities Philip had received parti- Expeditkai 
cular information before he left the Netherlands, j^and tht 
and liad been carneftly exhorted by the Sicur dc ''^^^'^^ 
la Vaiette, grand-mafter of the knights of 
Malta^ and the dqke de Medina Cceli, gover- 
nor of Sicily, to think ferioufly of putting an 
end to the innumerable mifchiefs to which his 
fubjcfts were cxpofcd from this aftive cor- 
fair, by fending fuch a force againft him as 
might compel him to abandon his retreat, 
Philip readily confcnted to this rcqucft"; and as 
he was informed by ]a Valctte, that Dragut 
Himfelf ^as abfent at that time from Tripoli, 
carrying on an inland war againft one of the 
kings in Barbary, he fent immediate orders to 
the duke de Medina*. Coeli, Doria, and others/ 
to haftcn forward the preparations neccCkry for 
L 2 *thc 
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the intended enterprifc. The Pope and moft of 
the other princes in Italy contributed their aflift^ 
'^59* j^^ee^ and a fleet was aflembled confifting of more 
than a hundred (hips, having fourteen thoufand 
foldiers on board. This armament, of which the 
duke de Medina Coeli had the chief command^ 
fet fail from Meffina in the end of Odober one 
thoufand five hundred and fifty-nine^ and paflcd 
ovei* to Syraculc. There it was detained by 
contrary winds for feveral weeks, and during that 
time a difealc, occafioned by unwholefomc pro- 
vifions, carried off between three and four thou- 
fand of the troops. Medina Cceii, however, pro- 
ceeded on his voyage, ilill hoping that he had 
force fufficicnt to enfure fuccefs ; and it i? pro- 
bable that he would not have bcfen diiappoinccd 
had he advanced directly and laid (iegc td Tri« 
polu But he thought it would facilitate the re- 
dudtion of that place, to make himfelf mafter 
before-hand of ^e ifle of Gerba, which lies a 
few miles from Tripoli, and. was held by a 
Moorilh governor, attached to the interefl of 
Dragut. This ifland was fubdued with little 
difficulty; and a caftlc which had been crcdcd 
upon it was, after a feeble refilbnce, abandoned 
by the Moors, whofe commander fwprt allegji* 
ajice upon the Alcoran to the King of Sp^n, 

It was the opinion of ibrae of the principal 
officers that this eaftlc ftiould be immediately 

. . ^ftroycd. 
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^cftroycd, and that the fleet ihould proceed to 
Tri^K without delay. But the Duke was un- 
fortunately of a different opinion, and refolved '^^^ 
not only to prefcrve the caftlc, but to ftrengthen- 
and enlarge it. In this prcpofterous under- 
taking a great deal of time was loft. Dragut 
had returned with his army from his inland ex- 
pedition ; and he had leifure not only tp provide 
for the fccurity of the town, but to fend no- 
nce to the Graqd Seignior of the operations 
of the Chriftian fleet, which he reprefcnted • 

might be attacked with great advantage in its 
prcfcnt fituation, while the commander was off 
his guards and moft of the forces were on 
Ihore, 

SoLYMAN embraced without hefitation the Deftm^ifn 
tempting opportunity which was thus prefented nifh'flcrt'by 
^ him. He fitted out, with the utmofl: expc- <*»«Turkt. 
dition, a fleet of feventy-four gallies, put ft 
hundred Janiflaries, befides other foldiers, on 
board each <if th^n, and gave the command to 
his admiral Piali, with orders to proceed in his 
voyage as faft as poflible. The Spaniards were 
informed of his approach by a Maltefe frigate, 
and were thrown into great perplexity. A 
council of war was immediately held. Some 
officers were for waiting till the enemy fliould 
arrive, and advifed Medina to give them 
battle. Others, among whom was the younger 
.. L 3 Doria, 
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* *^^ ^ , I>oria*, wi)ofe courage was unqueftionable^ were 
Uirv—-^ of opinion^ that confidering the fickly condition 
*559- of the troops, and the great diminution which 
they had undergone, they could not contend with 
fo powerful an enemy without the utmoft dan- 
ger of a total overthrow, and therefore that they 
ought immediately to retire, and condud the 
fleet to a place of fafety. The duke de Me- 
dina Cceli, a man of no experience in mari- 
time affairs, and utterly unqualified for the diarge 
which he had undertaken, was at a lofs to deter- 
mine, to which of the two meafures propofcd he 
(hould give the preference. There was a nc- 
ceffity for embracing inftandy either the one or 
the other. Yet he balanced between them for 
fome days, and Hill continued to make the troops 
work in completing the fortifications of the 
caftle, till intelligence was brought him that the 
enemy were at hand^ apcl ftecring dircdUy to* 
wards the ifland. 

Thire was po time now to put^the fleet into 
a pofture of defence. Both the mariners and 
fbldiers wer^ ovejwhi^lmed with terror; and 
♦ach crew, without waiting for the word of 
command, made hafle, with oars and fails, to 
clcapc from ^he impending danger. Several 

\ • ... 

k Tbe elder Doria was prevented from taking a part i&tus 

€Kpeditioii> by the infirmities of old age. 
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ibips foundered among the flats and fhallows. 
Others were driven back by the wind, or by 
the enetpy, and wrecked upon the illand. Some '"'' 
eicaped, and particularly thoie which belonged 
to the order of St. John, through their fuperior 
acquaintance with the coaft. Above thirty 
Vcre taken by the Turks i about one thoufand 
men were killed or drowned, and five thoufand 
taken prifbners. Medina Coeli, with Doria, 
and fome other principal officers, pafled in the 
night through the middle of the enemy's fleet, 
and arrived fafe at Malta; having, before his 
departure, committed the charge of the fort of 
JGerba tx> Don Alvaro de Sandc, to whom he 
gave the ftrongeft aflurances of (peedy affiftancs 
. ?nd relief. 

This valiant Spaniard had ycry little reafon Tbcflegtof 
to truft to thcfe aflliranpes, and could not expeA ceibaly 
to be able to hold out long againft To great **^^ '^**'^*''- 
a force as he knew would be employed againft 
him i eipecially as he was but indifFerefltly fur- ^ 
niihed with provifions, and was much mo^ 
Hkely to find enemies than friiends in the natives 
of the ifland. Notwithftanding thefe difcou* 
raging circumftanccs, he readily undertook the 
arduous tafk afljgned him s and having got his 
garrifon augmented by the crews of thofe fhips 
which, in attempting to make their efcape, 
|iad been driven back ypon the cq0^ he pre* 
L4 pared 
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* ^iv^ * pared with great alacrity for a vigorous dc* 
'\^^^, a fence. 

PiALi loft no time after his viftory, but im-* 
' mediately landed his troops and began the 

fiege. He was furniflied with artillery by Dra- 
gut, who brought it himfclf, together widi feme 
frcfti forces, froni Tripoli. About twelve 
thoufand Turks, befides the iflanders and other 
Moors, were employed in the ficgc. In their 
firft approaches many of them were killed. But 
foon after their battery had been unmafked, a 
great part of the wall of the fort was laid in 
ruins. The befiegcd in the mean time began 
to fuffcr greatly from the heat of the fcafon, and 
fpqm the fcarcity and unwholcfomencfs of the 
water and provifions. Great numbers died^ 

* • and many, grown impatient under the hard- 

ships to which they were expofed, defcrted to 
the enemy. By thefc men Piali was informed 
of the diftreflcd condition of the garrifon i ind 
he invited them to furrcnder, and promifed to 
Ipare their lives. Don Alvaro rejefted thb 
offer with difdain, and ftill perfifted in the de- 
Endof July fencc. But at length finding that his ftock 
*^ '^' of provifions was almofi; fpent, and having 
dcfpaired of the relief which had been promifed 
by Medina, he called together the garrifon, 
which amounted now only to one thoufand 
men, md having reminded them of the glory 

which 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. #5j 

which they had acquired, and informed them * ^^^ *^. 
that they had neither bread to fupport their w^^i W 
bodies^ nor nun^bers to defend the fort , any ''^^* 
longer, he defired them to refolve, whether 
they would give themfelves up tamely to be the 
flaves of their barbarous enemy, or imitate the 
example which he would fet them, and die 
fighting bravely for the honour of their religion 
and their country. The foldiers caUed out 
with one voice, « That they chofe death rather 
*^ than flaverys and were ready to folloW 
«^ wherefoever he ihauld lead* them.'* He 
then defired they would rcfrelh themfelves with 
ilich viftuals as ftill remained, and hold them- 
ifelves in rcadinefs to leave the fort about the 
(niddle of the night* - /- . 

At that time they fet out, by the gate which 
looked towards the fca, and having palled a 
triple rampart, which had been thrown up to 
prevent their fallies, they made dreadfukhavoc . 
among the Turks, and had almoft reached the 
general's tent, when they were put to a ftand 
by the Janifiarics. They fought long and def- 
perately. ; but at laft, the whole Turkifh camp 
being up in arms, they were overpowered by 
numbers, and almoft all of th^pi were flain. 
Alvaro^with two officers who had kept near 
him, forced his way through the thickeft part 
tf the paemy, dU he reached the fliorc, and got 

en 




HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

on board a Spanifh Jthip which had been ftrandcd/ 
There he was ftanding at day-bi*eak, with his 
*^'* targejc in one hand and his fwprd in the other, 
furrounded by the Turkifli foldiers, who would 
have quickly buried him under their darts, if 
their officers, who highly refpeded his heroic 
valour, had not reftrained them. Having been 
urged by a Genoefe renegado to lay down his 
SU'ms, and afTured of receiving .a treatment fuit* 
able to his rank and merit, he at^ laft confente^ 
IP furrcndcr himfclf to Piali^ 

♦ 
. Such was the conclufion of this unfortunate 
entcrprifci the failure of which, and all the 
calamities which enfued, feem to have been 
owing principally to the weakneis, obftinacy, 
and inexperience of the commander in chief; 
yet we do not find that Philip ever exprefled 
any diflatisfaflion widi his condud. He either 
viewed it in a different light from that in which 
it has been reprefented by the contemporary 
hiftorians j or he confidered, that it would have 
^een a tacit acknowledgment of his own want 
of difcernment, to accufe, of imprudence of 
incapacity, a perfon whom he had judged de- 
fer ving of fo great a trv|ftj Inftead of this, he 

> He was carried to Coivilantioople witV the other pri- 
fotiersy and was afterwards fct at liberty, by m snicle in 
a treaty of peace between Uie Sultan an4 the Emperor of 
• Germanyj 

. ' applied 
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implied himfelf to provide againft the tSc&i 
which he liad reafon to dread from the fuccefs 
of the Turkilharms. He couid hardiy doubt *^^ 
that Pia^i would purfue his viftory, and ms^ a 
delcent on the coafh of Spain or Italy. 

The inhabitants were every inriherc a^tated 
with the moil alarming apprehenGons. Watch* 
towers were railed along the coaft; and tht 
fleet, which had lately fuffered fo much, waa 
repaired with the utmoft diligence. But thele 
prcpar^dpnS) although the^ were aforwarda 
found ufeful, were not at prefent necefiary. 
Solyman having other objeds of ambition 
which engroifed his attendon> recalled his fleet 
to Conftantmople> and thus delivered the It^r 
lians and Spaniard^ from dieir prefent fears ''• 

Philip foon afterwards received intelligence Thtfics» 
that Hafccm, fon of the celebrated BarbaroOa, t^^ 
and viceroy of Algiers under Solyman, had ^* 
formed a defign upon Oran and Mafarquivir^ 
two ftrong forts on the coaft of Barbary, which 
had been in the pofleflion of Spain fince th^ 
year one thouiand five hundred and nine, when 
^ey were fubdued by cardinal Ximenes. In 
order to fruftrate this defign, a fleet of twenty^^ 
four gallies had been ordered to fail to OraDi 

■" Cabrera^ lib. v. t* v, vili, xii. xiii. Miniana, lib. v* 

for 
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• ^ ^ for^thc reinforcement of the garrifon; but this 
^ ■i^.i,.^ fleet had been overtaken in the middle of its 

'^^ courie by a dreadful ftornij in which two and 
twenty of the Ihips were lofV. 

By this accident Hafcem was encouraged to 
proceed in his projeftcd cnterprife. Having 
perfuaded feveral of the Mahometan princes in 
Barbary to afl^ him with their troops^ he ar^ 
rived in the neighbourhood of Gran early in the 
ipringy with a fleet of more than thirty (hips, 
and an army of an hundred thouland men. Of 
the two places which he intended to attack* 
only Mafarquivir is a fea-port^ and Oran lies at 
the diflance of near a league from it. With fo 
great an army he was enabled to block up both 
places at once; but he began his operations 
with the fiege of Mafarquivir, which, though 
of greater importanc&by reafbn of its. fituation:^ 

* ^ ' was not fo ftrongly fortified, 

. The count de Alcaudete, the Spanifh go- 
vernor, who had forefeen the approaching 
ftorm, had provided to die utraoft of his 
power for the fecurity of the places committed 
CO his cares and both he and his brother Don 
Martin dc Cordova, to whom he committed 
the chief command in Mafarquivir, were dc* 
tcrmined tp hold out to the Uft extremity. 
Many bloody rencounters paflcd between, the 

contending 
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codteading parties> in the fallics which Alcau- 
dctc made from Oran i and in thefc the Spa- 
niards had generally the advantage. Don . '^^^ 
Martin, and the troops under hi^ command, 
gave, if poffible, ftill ftronger proofs of intre-. 
pidity in their defence of M^arquivir. The 
walls were laid in ruins by the enemy's artiK " 
Icry. Hafcem made eleven different aflaults, 
and his (landard was raifed again and again 
upon die ruins of the walls ; yet he was finally 
repulied^ and obliged, nocwithftanding his 
numbers, to yield to the unconquerable obfti* ^ 

nacy of the Spaniard's. TJxcfe brave men, how- 
ever, were now fenfible, that, from the want of 
proviiions, they muft ere long either throw 
away their lives, or fubmit to that odious 
flavery to which they knew that the implacable^- 
hatred of their ungenerous enemy had doomed 
them. 

Philip was not ignorant of the diftrefs to '^^^^ 
which they were reduced; and he bad exerted by theSpa^ 
himfclf with great adivity in making prepara- 
tions for their relief. But as Mafarquivir was 
blocked up by fea las well as by land, it was ne- 
ceffary that the fupplies which he had provided 
fhould be accompanied with a fleet fuperior to 
that of the enemy. Such a fleet he at lafl col- 
Icfted from Italy and the fca-ports in Spain, 
and gave the command of it to Don Francis 4e 

Mendoza^ 
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• ^ * Mendoza^ with inftniftions to fail for Mafarw 
^m^iin^^ qmvir with the utmoft expedition. Mendoza 
*^®* happily arriyed in time. Having come uncx- 
ped^dly upon Hafcem's -fleet, he took nine 
ihtps^andput the reft to flight; and Hafcem 
himfelf^ who had been employed for fome days 
in preparing for a new aflault> perceiving the 
danger to which he was expofed from the Spa- 
Rifli fleet on the one hand^ and the garrifons in 
Gran and Mafarquivir on the other^ raifed the 
fiege preci{Mtate)y> after it had lafted three 
Hionths ^ and marched oflF with all his forces to 
Algieni. The Spaniards puHued for feveral 
xniles; but finding they were unable to over* 
take him> they returned; and the fleet, after 
reinfiH*cing the garrifons of Oran and Mafar-* 
quivir, fet fail for Spain, where they were re- 
ceived with great rejoicing. The count de Al- 
caudctc wis foon after made viceroy of Navarre; 
Don Martin received diftinguilhed marks of the 
royal favour; and ail the officers, and even the 
private foldicrs, were rewarded in proportion 
to their rank and merit "• 



Tbc reduc DuRiNG the abfence of the fleet, the trade 
I ncmdevcl of Spain had iuftained confiderable prejudice 

I l^MaartS. fr^^ ^^^ depredations of a celebrated corfair, 

i of the name of Cara Mufl:apha, who, widi a 

I ' Cabrera, lib. vi. Herrera,^ill* Gca del Mondo^ 

I lib^ V. e. ut» and iv* 

iqiuadron 
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fquadron of fix or fcvcn ihips, traverfed the ^ ^^^ ^ 
Mediterranean with unwearied adivity, and ^— r^. 
made innumerable captures* His retreat was a '^^^ 
fort on the African coaft, called Pennon de Ve- 
fcz, which, in thofe days, before the invention 
of bombs, was reckoned almoft impregnable. 
It is fituated on a fteep and rugged rock, and 
is inacceffiblc, except by ^ narrow path, cut 
out in the rock itfelf; whiih is fcparated fi-om 
the continent by a channel, capable of con- 
taining about a dozen of thbfc fhips which were 
ufiiaHy employed in cruizing. This rock was 
fortified, both above and below, with a wall, 
flanked with baftions, and mounted with can- 
non; and afforded a conftant fiielter and pro- 
teftion to the corfairs, when purfued. From 
its fituation near the Straits, thefe corfairs could 
annoy the Chriftians, while they themfclves were 
expofed to very litde danger; and it was bccomiC 
an objeft of the moft ferious concern to all the 
Chriltian powei^s who traded in the Mcditerra- 
Bcan, to wreft it from thenu ^ 

1m confcquence of a report which ^ined 
credit, that Solyman intended this year to make 
an attacl^ either on Spain or Italy, Philip had 
greatly augmented his naval force; but when 
he found that either there' had bden no ground 
for this, report;^ or that the Sultan had chaa^d 
his defign,. he thought that he coirid not em- 
ploy 
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• o o K ploy his fleet more ufefuUy than by attem^- 
i_ ^' J ing to reduce Pennon de Velez^ which had 
'5$9- been long an objeft of much dread to his Tub** 
jefts. 

Not fatisfied.with his own niunerous fleets 
he fdicited afTiftance from Portugal^ from the 
Knights of Malca^ and from his allies in Italy ^ 
nor did he permit them to fet fail from Ma* 
laga^the place of rendezvous, till he had col-, 
leded above ninety gallics^ befides fixty fliips 
of a fmaller fize^ with no lefs than thirteea 
thouland foldiers on board. The providing of 
fo great a force was not merely an efFeft of 
that extraordinary caudon with which Philip 
commonly entered upon any miliury enter- 
prife ; and fuch a number of troops could not 
be employed in befieging a place of fuch fmall 
extent as Pennon de Vclez 5 but, as the Moors 
in the country adjacent, were deeply interefted 
in the prefervation of the fort, on account of 
immenfe quantities of commodities of all kinds, 
and die number of Chriftian flaves which were 
daily fold to them by thd corfairs, there was 
reafon to apprehend that they would confidcr 
the caufc of thefe pirates as their own, and give 
all the oppofition in their power to fte Spa- 
ctiards, in the operations of the fiege. 

Agreeably to this perfuafion, the allies no 
fooner arrived upon the coaft^ than great minr- 

14 k€W< 
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bcrs of thcfe barbarians* appeared among the ^ o k 
hiUs> b]pthe foot of which the army .were obliged < -^ji'f^jt' 
to pafs in their way to the fort. But thcfe tu- '^^* 
multuary troops were ilot able to prevent the 
Spaniards from landings nor, although they 
gave them Ibme annoyance on their march^ 
could they obftruft the operations of /o formi- 
dable a body of regular forces. Still, however, 
it was the opinion of feveral of the allies, that 
after all that, could be done to reduce a fort of 
fo Angular a conftruftion, they would in the iffue 
find.it neceflary to abandon their attempt. This 
would probably have happened, if Muftapha 
himfclf had been prefent. But, in order to fava 
his fihips from falling a prey to the- enemy, he 
had left the place fome time before, and given 
the command of it to a renegado, of the name ot 
Ferret, with two hundred Turks under him, and 
ammunition and prpvifion fufEcient to ferve for 
a much longer time than the blockade was likely 
to continue. 

He believed that the Spaniards would loon 
perceive the folly of their undertaking; and 
was therefore employed in his ufual praftice of 
cruifing, with very little concern about the fate 
of his retreat. But he had been deceived in his 
opinion of thofe to whom he had committed a 
charge of fo great importance. Both the go- 
vernor and garrifon were intimidated by the 

Vol. I. M fight 
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fight of that powerful fleet and-army which now 
cncompaffed them. No fooner were fottic of 
^^ their guns difmounted by a Spanifli baftcry, and 
z part of the wall demolilhed, than they were 
ftruck with the moft violent panicj and the go^ 
vemor, and moft of the garrifen, mad« their 
efcape to the continent in the middle of thd 
night, by fwimming. Such of tficm only re- 
mained as could not fwim ; and by thcfe men the 
fort was delivered to the Spaniards^ 

There was much good fortune and litde 
glory in this valuable conqueft; but the joy 
which it excited ovet all idie fouthem coaft of 
Spain was inexpreflible j and it was the more 
complete, as well as the more generally diflfufed, 
becaufe only a very fmall number had been 
killed or wounded in their rencounters with die 
Moors. Don Garcia de Toledo, the commander 
in chief. Was, foon after his return, rewarded by 

Philip with the vice -royalty of Sicily ^ 

» 

• Cabrera, lib. vL c. xvii. Ferreraf> part av. Vcrt«t*s 

Ifift. of th€ Kni^ts of Malta. 
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DURING the courfc of thofc military « \o ^ 
operations which have been defcribed> s^^m^lmm^ 
Philip beheld with much anxiety the rapid pro* ^^^9* 
grefs of herefy in almoft every ftate in Europe 
except Spain ; and, in order to obftruft it, he 
employed all his influence to procure the coiivo* 
cation of a general council of the church* 

Ik the firft years of the reformation, the bi- Theperfe- 
gotry of thofe who adhered to the ancient fu- ^ vtoust* 
perftition, fufFercd them not to thbk of any *°^ 
other means of extirpating the opinions of the 
Proteftants, but perfecution; which was exer- 
cilcd againiV them with the ' fame unrelenting 
fcverity, as if they had been guilty of the moft 
M 2 attocious 
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BOOK atrocious crimes. But it Soon appeared how 

I, m^^m^ inadequate this barbarous procedure was to 
'^^^' the purpofe which the Romanifts intended. 
Thofc bloody edifts which were publilhed, 
thofe fires which were lighted up, and that va- 
riety of torments which priefts and inquificors 
invented with ingenious cruelty, ferved in re- 
ality to propagate the doctrines againft which 
they were employed, and contributed to b- 
flame, rather than extinguifli, that ardent zeal 
with which the Proteftants were .animated. 
Being firmly perfuaded, that the caufe which 
they maintained, was the caufe of God and 
truth, and that their pcrfeverance would be re- 
warded with a happy immortality, they courted 
their punifhments inftead of avoiding them; 
and in bearing them, they dilplayed a degree 
of fortitude and patience, which, by exciting 
admiration in the beholders, produced innu- 
merable profdytes to the faith for which they 
fuffered. 

Progreftof SEVERAL princcs had been converted to the 
the rcibrm- f^j^j^ j^ f^j^^ fl^^es the Protcftants had be- 

>comc more numerous and powerful than their 
qpponentsi and in others, their opinions fer 
generally prevailed, that the Catholic princes 
found it no longer poffible to extirpate them, 
without depriving themfelves of great mul- 
titudes of their moft induftrious, fubjed:s, on 

whom 
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whom the wealth and importance of their ftates* ^ 9^^ ^- 
dcpended. The time when perfecution might ^^ ■- / ■ ^ 
have proved efFedual was paft, and the princes '^^^' 
came at length to perceive the neceflity of 
having recourfc to fome more gentle means 
than had been hitherto employed. They were 
at the fame time fenfible, notwithftanding their 
prejudices againft the Reformers, that fome re- 
formation was extremely neccflary ; they had ' 
long borne with great impatience the number- 
lefs encroachments of the court of Rome j and 
were convinced, that if fome abufes were re- 
moved, it would not be imprafticable to per- 
fuade the Proteftants to return into the bofom of 
the church. 

A GENERAL council appeared to be the only a genera! 

-, » , , , council de- 

cxpedient by which this important end could be fired by tji* 
obtained s and the late Emperor Charles had' prinfcl* 
taken infinite pains to procure the convocation 
of that aflembly. In former times the councils 
of the church had been convened by the Empe- 
rors themfelves ; but, in the time of Charles, 
the power of calling them was, by all true Ca- 
tholics, confidered as the peculiar prerogative 
of the Popes ; who dreaded, that fuch aflcm- 
blies might 'derogate from their ufurped autho- 
rity, and were therefore inclined, if poflible, 
to prevent them from being held. With the 
timid Clement, Charles employed all his arc 
M 3 and 
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• ^^^ * and influence to procure a council^ but in van. 

%m0>^mj Paul the Third was no lefs averfe to this mea- 
»5»-. fore than Clement ; but the Emperor being fc- 
conded by almc^ all the Catholic princes in 
Europe, Paul yielded to their importunities, 
and fummoned a council to meet in Trent. 
From this place it was afterwards tranflated to 
Bologna. After the death -of t*aul it was again 
aflembied in Trent in the year one thoufand 
five hundred and fifty-one, and continued to 
be held' there till the year following j when it 
was prorogued for two years, upon war being 
declared againft die Emperor by the Elcdor of 
Saxony, 

Iw the feflions which Were held under Paul, 
that fundamental tenet of the reformers, by 
which the writings of the evangclifts and apof- 
tles are held to be the only rule of the Chriftian 
faith, was condemned j and equal authority was 
afcribed to the bopks termed Apocryphal, and 
lo the oral traditions of the church. 

From the manner in which the deliberations 
«>f this, affembly were conduftcd; from the 
nature of its decifions, and from the bHnd at- 
tachment of a great majority of its members 
to the court of Rome, there was litdc ground 
to hope for the attainment of thoft ends for 
^hich the calling of it had been fo carncftly 

defircd. 
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ifefired. But no othtr expedient could be dc- • O^p * 



Europe. 



vUed^ which the Catholics thought fo fikely to 
ftop the progrcfs of.hcrcfy; and therefore, asi '^^ 
foon as the war between France and Spain was 
concluded, the feveral Catholic princes began 
(o think ierioufly of the reitoration of the 
council* 

The ftate of Europe at that time feemed more The ibtc tf 
than ever to require the application of fomc im- 
mediate remedy. The power and number of 
the I^roteftants were every day becoming more 
and more confiderable. Both England and 
Scotland had difclaimed allegiance to the fee of 
Rome, and new*modelled their reli^on. In 
the Netherlands the reformers had greatly mul- 
tiplied of late, notwithftanding the moft dread- 
ful crueldes had been exerciied againO: them » 
and in France, wliere every province was in- 
volved in the m<A terrible combuftion, there 
was ground to apprehend, that they would foon 
become too powerful for the Catholics, and bd 
able to wrcft frohi them the reins of govern- 
m^cnt. The new opinions had penetrated even 
into Italy, and had been embraced by a con- 
fiderable number of perfons both in Naples and 
Savoy. From the former of thcfe States they 
were extirpated by the unrelenting feverity of 
Philip) ; who iffued orders to his Viceroy to put 
all heretics to death withoyt mercy, and even 
: M4 to 
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B'O d K to purfuc with fire and fword a remnant of them 
fLm^ ' mmj who had fled from Cofenza, and were living qui* 
^ ^5^ ^tly among the mountains *. 

ThePopc'i But the duke of Savoy, unwilling to dc- 
lionaify. ' pHve himfelf of fo great a pumber of ufeful 
▼oy*aSi1n" fubjefts as had been converted to the Pro* 
infKt, tcftant faith, was inclined to attempt to enlighten 
and convince them ; and with this view he de- 
fired the Pope's permiflion to hold a collo- 
quy of the principal ecclefiaftics in his domi-» 
nions, on the fqbjeft of religion, Pius was 
about the fame time informed, that in France 
a rcfolution had been embraced to have re-^ 
courfe to the fame expedient. He believed 
that no meafure could be devifed more likely 
to prove fatal to that exclufive prerogative 
which he claimed, of judging in matters of 
^religion. He dreaded that- the example of 
France and Savoy would be quickly .followed 
by other States, and the decrees of provincial 
fynods fubftituted in the place of thofe of the 
Holy See. It highly concerned him, therefore, 
to prevent this meafure (fo pernicious to his au- 
thority) from taking place. Nor did he find 
much difficulty in diffuading the duke of Savoy 
from adopting it. " If the heretics," faid he 
t9 the Duke's ambaflador, ^^ ftand in need 

* Paul, lib. v.-^ 

of 
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of inftruftion, 1 will fend divines and a legate, 
by whom they may be both inftrufted and ab- 
folved. But your mailer will find, that they *^ '^■ 
will lend a deaf car to all the inftrudlions that 
can be given them, and will put no other in- 
terpretation upon his conduft, but that h^ 
wants power to compel them to fubmit. Nq 
good effect was ever produced by that lenity 
which he inclines to exercife; but from expe- 
rience he may learn, that the fooner he Ihall 
execute juftice./ on thefe men, and m^ke ufe 
of force to reduce them, the more certain will 
be his fuccefs ; and if he will comply with the 
counfel which I offer, he Ihall receive from mc 
fuch afliftance as will enable him to carry it into 
execution.'* 

. Th? duke, who was fincerely attached to the 
Roman faith, and clofely connefted with Philip, 
unfortunately complied with this violent counfel, 
and engaged in a bloody war with his proteftant 
fubjefts, of \\rhich he had afterwards the greateft 
reafon to repent **♦ 

. Th? Pope met with much more diiEculty in Hisavcrfi<«i 
preventmg- a national lynod m France than m ingofa 

miinr.il 

^ He found it neceflary'at laft to grant them the free 
cxercife of their religion, after having been worfted by 
them in feveral fkirmilhes among the mountains, and fuf» 
fering a total overthrow in a pitched battle, in which he loft 
7999 of bis troops. Paul, lib, v. 

Savoy ; 



councii. 
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B 0^0 K Savoy j and was obliged to prooiiie^ that he 
<u-v— .^ fhouM call a general council without delay. 
'^^ Pius had, before his promotion, taken an oath 
to this purpofe, as aU the other cardinals had 
likewife done, before they proceeded to his 
dedion. But no fooner had he afcended the 
papal dirone, than he adopted the fendments 
of his prcdcccflbrs ; and fhewed that he enter- 
tained the fame averfion to this aflembly which 
they had fo uniformly mani&fted. He remem- 
bered the motives which had determined Paul 
' the Third to diffolvejt^ under the colour of a 
tranflation to Bologna. He refle6led on the 
danger to which Julius had been expofed, and 
from which his good fortune and the war of 
Germany had delivered him ; and he confider- 
cd, that as there was now no prince fo power- 
ful as Charles, by whom the prelates could be 
overawed, th^y would probably affume a bolder 
tone in the council, and attempt to advance 
their own prerogatives on the ruins of the pa- 
pacy. 

He finds it FoR thcfc rcafons he would gladly have 
coofent t* eluded the performance of his oath. But fo 
*^* great was his dread of the fatal confequences 

which might ariic from a national fynod in 
France, and fo earncft the importunity of Phi- 
lip, of the Emperor, and other catholic princes, 
that he at laft thought it ncceflary to comply 

with 
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ipnth their rcqucft ;^cfolving to employ all his 
attention in providing againft the dangers to 
which his authority would be thereby ex- *^*^* 
pofed* 

After many delays, which Pius knew well 
iiow to interpofe, the bull of convocation^ 
iummcxning the council to meet in Trent at 
Eafter, was puUilhed in the confiftory on the 
twenty-ninth of September one thoufand five 
hundred and fixty > and nuncios were dilpatched 
to give intimation of it to all the Chri^ftian 
powcsis* . 



The P<^ and cardinals were greatly at a ThcbuUof 
iofe to determine whether the council fliould be ^^^' 
mentioned in the bull as a new one^ or as ft 
continuation ot that which had been held un- 
Kier Paul and Julius. The decifion of thiS 
point, fcemingly of finall importance, was ren- 
dered difficult by the confeq^uences which it 
involved. For if the contkiuadon were de- 
clared, dien all thoie decrees of the former 
icffions, which were levelled againft the pro- 
teftants, would be held iacred, and receive the 
ianftion of the council that was about to be 
(Convened. The proteftants would confider 
themfelves as already condemned, and pay no 
"regard to the bull of convocation. Whereas^ 
if in this bull the aflcmbly to be fummoned 
13 were 
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were denominated a new council, they might 
cxpe<5t that all the points in controvcrfy would 
be difcuflcd anew, and confequcntly might be 
perfuaded to fend deputies to the council, aod 
to acknowledge its authority. 

In this the Emperor and the Queen-mother 
and minifters of France were deeply intercfted i 
and they urged with great earneftnefs, that in 
the bull no mention Ihould be made of the for- 
mer feflions, and no occafion given the pro- 
Jteftants to fuipcft that any reftriftion would be 
laid upon the proceedings of the council. Philip 
was governed by views and fentiments of a 
very different nature. His deteftation of the 
proteftants prevented hiAi from relifhing any 
pther miethod of dealing with them, but that of 
force. He was utterly averfe to making any 
conceflions to reconcile them; and he defired 
the celebration of the council, not fo much in 
order to recover thofe who had already revolted 
from the church, as either to prevent others 
from following their example, or, as Pius after- 
wards fufpefted, to increafe the power of the 
bjfliops and princeS, by abridging the jurif- 
diftion of the Pope; to whofe exorbitant 
pretenlions Philip was in reality adverfe, 
notwithftanding that devoted attachment to the 
Holy Sec which he affefted, in order to pro* 

mote 
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Jnote his ambitious defigns. With thcfc views 
and fentiments, Philip did not defirc that the 
proteftants Ihould cbme to the council. He 
believed that their prefencc would ferve only to 
perplex and retard its deliberations. He ap- 
prehended, that to fufier the decrees of the for- 
mer fefiions to be again difcufledy would con^ 
tribute to invalidate the authority of the council 
itfelf : and for this reafon he thought it neceflary 
that the intended meeting fhould be declared a 
continuation of the council which had formerly 
been prorogued. 

In this matter Philip's fentiments were en- 
tirely conformable to thofe of the Pope ; but 
Pius durft not, on this occafion, run the rifqiic 
of giving offence either to the Emperor, or to 
the court of France ; and therefore, after long 
deliberation, he couched the bull of convoca- 
tion in fuch ambiguous expreflions, as might, 
be interpreted to fignify either a 0ew council, 
or a continuation of the former. This expe- 
dient had, in fome degree, the effed intended. 
Although neither of the parties was entirely 
fatisfied, yet neither of them was fo much dif- 
gufted as either the one or the other would 
have been, if the terms had been explicit : and 
the bull was at length received by the Emperor 
and the French king, as well as by Philip, and 
the other catholic princes i who all gave orders 
7 to 
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• ^^^ ^^ t30 the Ecclcfiaftics in their dominions to repaif 
w»*«J to Trent M the time appointed 

^^P*^^ 1m the bun, only bifhops, abbots, and othert 

iii<etoat/ entitled to vole by the rules and ancient prac- 

moohiJL tice of the church, were fummoned to attends 

But an invitation was carried to the feveral pro« 

teftant powers, by two nuncios, Martinengo 

and Commendone. 

^he&'reft. Yjj2 proteftant prinCcs in Germany were^ 
on this occafion, aifembled at Naumburg, in 
Upper Saxony; and to that place the Emperor 
fent three ambaiSadors, to fecond the nuncio$ 
in their invitation. To the Imperial ambaffii* 
dors, the princes replied in terms expreffivc 
of their refpeft for Ferdinand- They thanked 
him for the folicitude which he difcovercd in 
their behalf j and faid, that nothing would be 
more agreeable to them than a general council, 
provided it were calculated to heal the divi- 
£ons of the church. But no fuch defirabk 
effedt, they thought, could be expefted from 
the council to which they were now invited ^ 
which was called by one whofe authority they 
could not acknowledge ; and in which (as ap- 
peared from the bull of convocation) only thofe 
were to have decifive voices, who had fworn 
allegiance to the Pope and the fee of Rome. 

Tm* 
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The nuncios however were brought in, and ^ 9^^ ^ 
briefs were delivered by them from the Pope to ^mm mJ mt^ 
each of the princes ^ but thefe briefs were on '*^ 
the next day returned unopened^ with the fol- 
lowing declaration: ^' That as they did not 
acki|0wkdge any jurifdi&ion in the biihop of 
Rome, there was no reafon why they fhould 
explain to him their fentiments of the coun- 
cH, which they had already done to the Etxk-^ 
pcror*. 

From Naumburg the nuncios fet out for 
England and Denmark; but they were obliged 
toilop jhort, Mardnengo in the Low Coun- ^ 
tries> and Commendone at Lubec; the latter 
having been forbid to proceed by Frederic, and 
the former by Elizabeth, both of whom had re- 
folved to give no encouragement to the in-^ 
tended council* 

Tjje opinion which the proteftants enter- Th^coun. 
talned of the finifter intentions of the Pope was TrenCud 
folly juftified by Ac event. In die very firft %^y^ 
decree q( die firft feffion, when many of the *atif'*- 
prelates were not yet arrived, his legates, who 
prefided in this aflembly, procured it to be 
enaded, that they only (hould propofe the fe* 
vcral qucftions to be difcuffed ; and thus they 
made at once efiedtual provifion againft all at- 

« Paul/ lib. T, 

temptf 
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^ %^ ^ tempts to corrcft any of the numberlcfs abufes 
Ci-y V .-^ in the court of Rome, for remedying which 
*^^' the meeting of the council had been deflred: 
Againft this decree Philip and the other prince^ 
remonftrated in the itioft importunate manner; 
arid employed their intereft, both with the Pope 
and in the council, to procure the repeal of 
It. But all their* endeavours were ineffeftual. 
Their folicitude on this head ferved only M 
confirm Pius in his fiilpicions of their having 
formed a delign to encroach on his authority. 
He eluded their applications with confummatc 
artifice, and fent orders to the legates to make 
all the oppolition in their power to any, pro-^ 
pofal which might be made for annulling the 
decree. 

Vain at- This did rtot prevent fevcral of the prelate^ 

abridge the from endeavouring to perfuade the council to 
STpo^. eftablilh certain points, fuch as the divine in- 
ftitution and the refidency of bifliops, which 
would have ftruck deep at the root of the papal 
power. The Pope, from whom the legates re-' 
ceived inftruftions on every difBcult emergen--^ 
cy, was kept in perpetual anxiety; and he 
Ibmctimes thought of fuddenly diffolving an 
aflcmbly which he found fo difficult to k<*ep 
within the bounds that he pnefcribed. But, by . 
unrepiitted vigilance and attention, by threat* 
cning fome prelates with his dilpleafure, by 

flattering 
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flattering others, and heaping promifcs upon 
them of advancement in diQ church -, and above 
alf, by means of the great number of Italian '^^^ 
bifliopsS ^ho depended entirely on his fevour, 
he fecured, in every queftionj a majority of 
voices; and not only prevented any deciiion 
from being pailed that might be detrimental to 
his authority, but procured the ratification of ^ 
many of thefe ecclefiaftical ufurpations which the 
princes, who had been fo folicitous for the con« 
vocation of the council, had expefted would 
have been abolilhed and condemned. Thefe 
princes were greatly difappomted and chagrined. 
Their ambaffadors, as well as the prelates, com- 
plained, that the council, far from enjoying free- 
dom, were fettered in all their deliberations by 
the fecret orders which were daily fent from 
Rome : and on this head, remonfbunces were 
made again and again to the Pope himfel^ who 
fometimes voiichfafed a foft, evafive repl)r; and 
at other times, appearing to be greatly offend* 
ed, aflerted that the council was at perfe& U« 
berty ; and infinuated, that the true fource of all 
the difcontent on this head was, that the ambaf- . 
fadors of the princes had not the power of dic^ 
tadng the decrees. 

^ Many of them were fo poor, that he was obliged to d^r 
fray the ^xpences oif their attendance. 

Vot. I. N What^ 
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Whatever ground there was for this iofiw 
nuation, the deliberatbns of the council were 
'^^ conduftcd in the fame manner as before, till at 
length Pius, grown impatient under the per- 
p<5tual attention and expencc which it required 
from him, fent orders to his legates to bring it 
conciufion ^ {qq^ ^s poffiblc to a conclufion. Ami it was 
cii concluded accordingly, with the mod indecent 

'^ ^' precipitation, towards the end of the year one 
thoufand five hundred and fixty-threc, without 
any confiderable oppofition from the princes, 
who had long delpaired of deriving from it any 
^ of thofe falutary effciSls which had been cx- 
pefted*. They perceived that the Pope's in- 
fluence over it was not to be controuled ; and 
fprefaw that the continuance of it muft ferve 
only to augment and ffarengthen his authority, 
which it had been their intention to circum- 
Th^hiidc. ^^^^ Qf ^g ^^^ ^^ the moft coiivmcing 

evidence in the concluding iefiion, in whichi 
two decrees wer? paffed that had not been 
mentioned before, and were manifeftly de%ned 
as an acknowledgment of the fiibordination of 
the council to the Holy Sec. One of thefe was,* 
That application fhould be made to the Pope « 
for his confirmation of the decrees; wd the* 

« Th€ a£is were fubfcribed by the 4 legates, 2 cardinalsi^ 
3 patriarchs, 25 archbifhops, 268 bifliops, 7 abbots, 7 gene- 
rals or regulars, and 5^ proxies, FauU lib, viiL 

Other, 
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other. That whatever exprcffions had been em- ^ P„o ^ 

ployed in any of the dccrees> were to be un- v ■'^/^ .ij 
dcrftood without prejudice to the Pope's au- *^^^' 
thority. . ' 

Pius' rejoiced exceedingly when he was in- 1564. 
formed of the diffolution of the council, and joy on tSl 
ftill more when he received intelligence of thefe ^^^^^ 
its laft decrees* He ordained, on this occafion^ 
a, folemn thankfgiving; and in the confiftory 
declared, that he would confirm all the decrees, 
and add many reformations to thofc y^hich had 
been enafted by the council. By thefe. reforma- 
tions, fome of his courders apprehended that 
the profits arifing from their offices would be 
diminifhed j and they employed all their influ* 
cnce to difluade him from his purpofe. Pius 
had no intention to introduce any alterations of 
which, they had reafon to be afraid; but he 
confidered, that his refufing to confirm the de- 
crees would be interpreted as a condemnation 
of the council 1 that all its afts would be there- 
by brought 1^ difrepute i and that occafion 
might thence be taken, by the French and 
others, to hold national affemUies- And he 
confidered like wife, that it would depend, en- 
tirely upon himfelf to determine, how far any 
particular decree (hoXild be carried into execu- 
tion. For thefe reafons he difregarded the Hi$buii*r 
objeftions of his courtiers, and publilhed his ^™** 
N2 *ull 
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bull of confirmadon, with the ufual fonnalities ; 
requiring all prelates and princes to receive and 
*^^^ enforce the decrees of the holy council of Trent ; 
prohibitbg all perfons, whether laymen or cc- 
deiiaftics^ from writing any explication of them 
under the form of notes or commentsfiies ; and 
comman^g the Catholics tytty where to have 
recourfcj in all dubious cafes> to the ApoftoUc 
See. 

2f thfdte?* '^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ iddreflcd odfy to the Cacho« 
crees of the fics J for Pius did not expcft that any greater re- 
gard would be paid to it by the Proteftants thaiv 
they had fliewn to his bull of convocation. 
The whole condudt of the council had, from 
the beginning, been calculated to widen, ih- 
ftead of clofing, that breach which flibfifted 
between them and the Roman chwch. The 
andent religion was now more clearly afccr- 
tained. Its do£trines, the offspring of fubde 
fophiftry, artifice, and prefumption, were for- 
mally defined i its rites, which had crept into 
the church in the dark ages of ignorance and 
fiiperftidon, were now made an effendal part of 
worfhipi and anathemas were pronouncecl 
againfl all perfons by whom eidier the former 
or the latter were not embraced. By this inii- 
politic condufk the Proteftants were more clearly 
inftruded where to dire£t their attack i and ii^ 
thofe abfurditiesy into wtuch men muft fall who 

venture 
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vcnhire to dogmatife on fubjcfts fo myftcrious ^ ^^ ^ 
as many articles of the chriftian faith, they ^ -^'jiJ 
often found abundant matter of viftory and *^^ 
triumph. No concelfions of any kind had been 
made by the council, in order to reconcile 
them ; but aU their doftrmes had been indif* 
criminately condemned; and henceforth all 
ground of hope was qut off of ever inducing 
them to return into the bofom of the church, 
by any oAer means but open fprce and perfe- 
cution. 

Pius flattered himfelf that thefe means would Thedecrw* 
fooner or later prove effcftual 5 and was there- ISTcoim ot 
fore little concerned at the conduft of the Pro- ^'*"^*- 
teftants with rcfpeft to the council. < He was 
fnuch more deeply affefted by the ill-humour 
vhich the Queen-mother and minifters of France 
difcovercd on the prefent occafion. They had 
been fomewhat difgufted at the little regard 
that had been fhewn to their dcfire, of having 
the council declared to be a new council. They 
were difplcafcd with the decrees of reformation, 
by fomc of which the eccleflailic^ jurifdidbion 
was extended beyond its former bounds s and 
they were highly diffatisficd with the tacit ac- 
knowledgment contained in the concluding 
decrees, of the fuperiority of the Pope above 
councils ; an opinion which in France had been 
ajways impugned and rejcftcd. Influenced by 
N 3 thcfe 
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^f %^ ^ ^cfc confidcradons, and dcfirous at the lame 

>■■■ s ' ■■,! time of avoiding to give any frcfh occafion pf 

?5^4- difcontent to the Calvinifts, the. French court 

(although earncftly folicited by PiuS) refufed to 

receive and publifh the decrees ^ 

J^y */« Pius had rcafon to apprehend that the qxam^ 

Philip, and pie of fo great a monarchy would be imiuted by 
UcpnaceT the Other catholic powers. But he had the plea- 
fare of receiving infomution from ius nuncios^ 
that riot only the Republic of Venice, and the fe* 
veral Italian princes, but moft of the catholic 
princes in Germany, and the king of Spain, had 
refolved to acknowledge the authoriqr of the 
council. 

In forming this refolution, Philip gave a 
flriking proof of that zeal which he fo uniformly 
felt, or affeded, for the cathotic religion and 
the Holy See. No prince was ever more jea- 
^ lous of his power, or more tenacious of his 
rights; upon fome of which encroachments 
had been made in the decrees of reformation. 
During the celebration of the council, he had 
complained loudly of the dependance in which 
it was held by the Pope; he had agam and 
again endeavoured, but in vain, to gpt that firft 
decree refcinded, by which the legates alone 

f Father Paul, lib. v, vi, viJ, viii. 

couki 
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could propose the queftbns to be difcufied ; and 
he had Ukewife been highly offended with the 
Pope's precipitate diOblution of the council, in '^^' 
which nieafure he had neither been confulted, 
nor had any delay been granted at his ambaffa-- 
dor's requeft. To thefe caufes of alienation, DJfputeof 
Pius added another, which might have been at- ^f^^^^^ 
tended with the moft ferious confcquenccs, by ambafladors 
determining a difpute for precedence between andspaim 
the Spanifh and French ambafladors at Rome, favour of 
in favour of the latter. To decide this point, ^''*^* 
which was of fo delicate a nature, at fo critical a 
junfturc, the PondfF was induced, partly by the 
hopes of prevailing on the court of France to 
receive the decrees of the council, and partly by 
his dread, that, if the young King were not gra- 
tified in this matter, his counfellors would advife 
him to break off all connedion with Rome, 
and to commit the fupreme ecclefiaftical au- 
thority in the kingdom to a patriarch of his own 
cledtion. 

Pius ordered his nuncio to explain thefe 
motives to the Catholic King, and fpared no 
pains to convince him of the neceflity of the 
ftcp which he had taken j nor were his endea- 
vours altogether ineffcftual. Philip did not, 
indeed, for fome time, fend any ambaffador to 
Rome in the place of Don Louis de Requefens, 
who left it when the ppint of precedence was 
N 4 decided; 
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B 0^0 K decided i but being determined, if poffiblej to 
^ W *---^ live on amic^le terms with the Holy See, he re- 
'^**' folvcd to ftifle. his refentmcnt. Nor did he 
iuffer it to influence his conduct with regard to 
the decrees of the council, which, although they 
were not entirely conformable to his wilhc^, yet 
would contribute, he believed, in fome meafure, 
to prevent the progrefs of herefy i and there- 
fore he ifliied orders, without helitation, to have 
them received and obeyed throughout all his do- 
J**- minions', 

f Cabrera, Iil>. in, c. x6. Pal|iLvicini, lib. scxiv. cap. xh 
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HI LI P's attention was, fqon nfter this, b o o ft 
called to objeAs of a very djffcFcnt nature ^l. -^t- j 
from thofc by which, during the fitting of the jjomte in. 
council, it had been engroflcd. The fucqcfs of t«ntions of 
his entcrprifc againft Pennon deVelez having againftPhi. 
given great uneafinels to all the piratical Hates, lulghts of 
dicy had endeavoured to engage the Sultan to ^^^^ 
undertake the recovery of that fort; and had 
intreated him to employ fuch a fleet and army 
as might be fufficient to expel the Spaniards 
from the coaft of Africa, Solyman was at the 
fame time earneftly folicited by great numi- 
bers of his fubjcds, to take vengeance on the 
Knights of Malt43 who, befides co-operating; 
Vith the Spsmianis. in a^ jcbcir Afric;m eijpcdt?- 
\ . tionsy 



i»6 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OP 



B O O Kr 

VI. 



lions, ftill continued to cxcrcife their wonted 
hoftilities againft the Turks at Tea, and had of 
?<^^ late made innumerable captures. 

This prince was of himfelf as much inccnfcd 
both againft the former and the latter of thefe 
his enemies, as any of his fubjcfts could dcfirc 5 
and notwithftanding his great age, he was in- 
flamed as much as ever with the ambidon of 
extending his dominions. He therefore lent a 
willihg ear to the folicitadons which he now 
received; and having fufpended all his other 
purfuits, he refolved to turn his whole attendon 
againft the Maltefe and Spaniards. But he 
hefitated whether he ihould' begin his operations 
with invading Malta, or the dominions of the 
Catholic King; and to afiift him in deciding 
this point, he held a council of his moft experi-i 
enced commanders* 

Mahomet, the oldeft and wifeft of all his 
Baftias, was of opinion, that it would be highly 
inexpedient to begin with invading lylalta ; in 
fubduing which, he (aid, the Sultan would find 
infinitely greater difficulty than he had encoun- 
tered formerly in the conqueft of Rhodes. The 
}att^ of thefe iflattds, he obferved, lay at fo 
great a diftance from Europe, as had made it 
.almoft impoifible for the Chriftians to fend 
afliftance to the beAegeds aAd was befides fa 

laige 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 1S7 

large and fertile as to furnilh fubfiftence to tte ■ ^° ^ 
Turkiflht troops. Whereas the former was finall u. -y*. -j 
and barren; fo far from the Porte, and fo near '^ ^ 
to Sicily and Italy, that the Knights could 
cafily receive from thence perpetual fuccours and 
fupplies. The king of Spain was deeply con- 
cerned in their prefervation j and he, and other 
Chriftian princes, would, from religion as well 
as intereft, think thcmfelves bound to fupport 
an order of men whom they had long regarded 
as the champions of their faith. The Knights 
would defend their ifland with the utmoft ob- 
ftinacy. , And even although the Sultan fliouid 
at laft get poffeflion of it, yet a new crufadc 
would be formed by the Chriftians for its reco- 
very, and the Turkifli fleet would be deftroyed 
in the harboprs, before it could be put into a 
pofture of defence. Sicily, he thought, would 
be a much eafier and more certain cqnqueft* 
The reduftion of that ifland would conduce 
more to the Sultanas glory, as well as to the 
intereft of his empire ; and it would be quickly , 

followed by the redudion of the Knights of - 
Malta, who could not fubfift a Angle feaibn 
without thoip continual fupplies of provifiou 
which that more fertile region afforded then^t 



A PRINCE of fo great penetration as Soly- soiym^ 
man could not be infenfible of the weight of begin with 
thef? confidcrations J but having been longac- JSLu?^^ 
i . cuftowed 
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■ %^ *^ cuftomcd to triumph over much more formi- 
^■■■S g ' . -^ dable enemies than the knights of Malta^ and 
*^^^' having formerfy expelled the Knights them- 
fclves from AGa, when their power was more 
confiderable than at prefcnt, he believed that 
they could not Icmg rcfift his viftorious arms. 
In this confidence of fuccefs he was confirmed 
by moft of the Baflias, who chofc rather to flat- 
ter his inclinations at the expence of his intc- 
reft, than to run the rifque of inclining his 
difplcafur^. His refentment againft the Knights 
was greatly heightened at this time by the cap- 
ture of a rich galleon belonging to fomc of his 
greateft fevourites in the Seraglio. Thefe per- 
Ions exerted all their influence to procure a 
ipeedy vengeance, and contributed to deter- 
mine the Sultan to open the campaign with th^ 
fiege of Malt^ j after the conqueft of which he 
ycfolved to turn his arms againft the King of 
Spain. 

'Hitprepi, Having thus fixed his purpofe, he iffiied 
'^^^^^ order? for equipping all the fliips in his empire 
with thq utmoi3t cxpeditioii j font s^ great num- 
ber of troops to the fea-ports in the Morca, 
wherfe he intended they ijiduld embarks and 
dcfircd Hafcem and Dragut^ his viceroys in 
Algiers and Tripoli, to hold their cor&irs 
ready to join his fleet when it fliould arrive at 
Malu. He gave the command of the Rect to 

PiaU^ 
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Piali, and that of the land forces to Muftapha, 
an experienced general^ at the age of fixty-five, 
who had acquired his efteem and confidence ^^ ^ 
by feveral victories which he had obtained in 
Afia. To thefe men he recommended ftrong- 
tythca^aing in concert with each other; and 
required them to confult in every matter of 
importance with t)fagut, whom he regard- 
ed as the ableil naval officer in hi$ domi^ 
nions. 

The news of his preparations foon reached ^^)^ 
the feveral Chriftian powers on the coaft of the jiaftaroi 
Mediterranean. But they were for fome time 
m doubt where the ftorm which was gathering 
would burft. At length John dc la Valctte 
Parifotj the grand-mafter of Malta, received 
certain information of Solyman's deiign, from 
Ipies whom he employed at Conftantinople. 
He immediately communicated his intelligence 
to the King of Spain, the Pope, and moil of 
die other Chriftian princes; and reprefented 
to them the neceflity of granting their adift^ 
ance at the prefent crifis, if they would favc 
from ruin an order of men whofe bravery had 
for ages paft been continually exerted in the 
protefbion of Chriftians of every nation in 
Europe, agi^inft the implacable enemy of the 
Chriftian name. 

But 
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But although the fubjcfts of almotf every 
Chriftiian ftate had, on numberlels occafions^ 
phivs'Ve- been fupported by their gcnerofity, and pro- 
^p^crt ti^ tefted, or refcued from ttavery, by their intre- 
*^a*5ht' pid valour, yet only fuch princes thought it in- 
cumbent on them to intereft themfelves in their 
behalf whofe territories lay expofed to imme- 
diate danger. Of thefe no one had fo much 
ground to dread the confequences of fuffering 
the Knights to be overwhelmed, as the King 
of Spain. For befides that his domihiona were 
more expofed, he was much more obnoxious 
to the Sultan, than any other Chriftian mo-'" 
narch. He had repeatedly committed hoftili- 
tics againft the African Corfairs, whom Soly- 
man had taken under his protection s and he 
could not call in queftion the intelligence trant- 
mitted to him by the grand-mafter, that as the 
Turkifli armament was to be fent firft' againft 
the Knights, it would be employed next againft 
himfelf. Philip had ever looked on Malta as 
his principal bulwark againft the invafions of 
the Turks; and he was fenfible that he had 
now more reolbn than ever to confider it in 
that view. Prompted by thefe motives, he re- 
folved to exert himfelf with vigour in its de- 
fence; and having written to his minifters and 
allies in Italy, to- form an army of twenty 
thoula.nd men, which fhould be ready to cm* 
; bark on the fliorteft notice, he affemblcd a 

14 numerous 
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numerous fleet at Medina^ and lent inftruAIans 

to Don Garcia de Tpledo, the viceroy of Sicily, 

to watch over the prpfcrvation of Malta with J^^^ 

the fame folicitude as if Sicily itfelf were to be 

attacked, • 

The zeal with which Philip elpoufed the The grand. 
caufe of the Knights, delivered them from their tivityan?' 
anxiety with regard to the final ifluc of the ^'8^^- 
war, but did not prevent the grand-mafter 
from exerting his aftivity and vigilance in pre- 
paring for a vigorous defence. Befides fend-* 
ing a general fummons to the Knights difperfed 
throughout the feveral provinces in Europe, 
to repair inftantly to Malta ; he diftributed all 
the inhabitants of the ifland capable of bearing 
arms into companies, and appointed the Knights 
to train them in the feveral branches of military 
difcipline. He caiife^ two thoufand troops to 
be levied by his agents in Italy, and kept all 
the flfips belonging to the order, perpetually 
employed in importing arms, military flores, 
and provifions. 

In obedience to his fummons, all the Knights 
liaflened to his afliftance, except fuch as were 
prevented by age or infirmities ; and thefe fup- 
plied their perfonal fcrvices, by fending him all 
the money which they could raife out of the 
cffedls belonging to their convents. Before 

the 
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• ^^ ^ ' the arrival df the enemy, he reviewed his forteSf 
u ^^m^Lij i and found that they amounted to feven hundred 
'^^^' Knights and eight thoufand five hundred fol- 
diers, including two companies of Spaniards 
which were fent to him from Sicily* Thcfe 
troops, after afolemn religious proceffion, and 
partaking of the holy facrament, he diftribufcd 
iimong the Knights; and affigned to all of them 
their proper ftations. In the midit of the mul- 
tiplicity of affairs which demanded his atten- 
tion, there wds nothing omitted which human 
prudence could provide. He was continually 
employed either in vifiting the polls, or ex- 
amining the ftores, or ftrengthening the forti- 
fications, or inftrufHng the officers as to the 
conduft proper to be obferved in cafe of an 
attack. The wifdom difplayed m his plan of 
defence^ infpired his troops with confidence j 
and his tranquillity and fortitude communicated 
to them an elevation of mind, whidi rendered 
them fuperior to evtry calamity that could be<^ 
fal thcm« 

^fl^ At lengdi the furkifh fleet having left Con- 

$x Maka ftarttindple in the end of March^ arrived in fight 

taphaand * of Malta about the middle of May ; confifting 

*^ of more than two hundred fail, and having on 

board, befides a great number of Chriftian 

Haves, defigned to ferve as pioneers, above 

forty thoufand land forces, compofed chiefly 

15 of 
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of Janiflarics and Spahis, the bravcft foldiers of ^ 9^^ ^ 
the Ottoman empire. This formidable army u— v***i< 
landed at fomc diftance from II Borgo *, and foon '^^^* 
afterwards Iprcad themfelvcs over the country ; 
fetting fire to the villages, putting the peafants to 
the fword, and carrying off fuch of the cattle, 
as, notwithftanding the orders of the grand- 
mafter, had not been fecured within the forts 
and towns. 

While the Turks were thus employed. La 
Valette fent out Dc Copier, marlhal of the or- 
der, with two hundred horfe and fix hundred 
foot, to watch their mQtions. De Copier, art 
officer of great experience, executed his com- 
miffion with ib much prudence and vigour^ that 
by falling unexpedtedly on detached parties, he 
cut off one thoufand five hundred of the Turks, 
with the lofs of only about eighty men. But 
La Valette intended, by permitting thefe fkir- 
milhes, only fo make trial of his troops, and 
to accuftom them to the looks and fhouts of 
the enemy. He confidcred, that even fo fmall 
a lofs as was occafioned by thefe rencounters^ 
was more than he could cafily fupport. He there- 
fore recalled Dc Copier, and fent the fbldieri 
and knights under his command to their reljpcc^ 
tive pofts. 

» Tlve town where the ftrength of the order was con- 
centered. 

Vol, L O Thb 
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B 0^0 K The Turkilh general held a council of war 
v^^^ - .-/ as foon as all his troops were landed, to aflift 
Thcficgeof '^ini in refolving where he fhould begin his at- 
St. Brno. |.^^j^^ Piali, agreeably to what he undcrftood 
to have been the Sultan's inftruftions, was of 
opinion that they ought not to enter upon 
adlion till Dragut fhould arrive. But Muftapha 
having received information of the King of 
Spain's preparations, thought that fomething 
muft be done inftantly for the fecurity of the 
fleet i -which lay at prefent in a creek where it 
was cxpofed to the violence of the caft wind, 
and might be attacked with great advantage 
by the Spaniards. On this account he was of 
opinion, that they fhould immediately lay fiegc 
to a fort called St. Elmo, which flood on a neck 
of land ' near II Borgo, having the principal 
harbour on one fide of it, and on the other, 
another harbour large enough t6 contain the 
whole fleet in fafety. This propofal was ap- 
proved by a majority of the council, and Muf- 
tapha proceeded without delay to carry it into 
execution. He vainly expelled that he would 
Difficulties be able to reduce the fort in a few days. But 
the/iegif bcfidcs the valour with .which it was defended^ 
there were two eircumflances which greatly 
augmented die difficulty of his enterprife ; one 
of thcfe was, that the garrifon could eafily re- 
ceive fupplies from the town, aerofs the great 
harbour, which was fccured by two forts, called 
-• 1 ^ . ^St, 
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St. Angelo and St. Michael, or La Sangle -, and ^ 9^o k 
the other, that his approaches to the fort were . — ^^. j 
retarded by the nature of the road leading to it, 'S^s-^ 
which was cither a bare rock, or the rock thinly 
covered with a ftony foil. This laft incon- 
venience he remedied, by fubftituting in the 
place of trenches, a parapet* formed of planks 
and beams covered on the fide towards the fort 
with earth, which they brought from a diftance, 
and mixed with ftraw and rufhes. By this in- 
vention he was enabled to open W battery 
mounted with his largeft cannon, on the fixth of 
feventh day after his arrival on the iflandi 
and he quickly convinced the governor, the 
bailiff of Negropont, that it would be impof- ' 
fible for him to hold out long. Of this the st. tim 
governor gave immediate information to the umen^ie 
grand-maftcr, and made choice of a knight of ^^^^^'^•^^ 
the name of La Ccrda for his meffenger. This 
man, greatly difturl^ed by fear, exaggerated, 
the danger which he had been fent to reprefent, 
and had the imprudence to tell the < grand- 
mafter,, in the prefence of many of the Knights, 
that he muft not cxpeft that the place would 
fuftain the fiege above a week longer* " And 
what lofs," faid La Valctte, " have you re-» 
ceived that, makes you fo foon dcfpair ?'* " The 
fort,'* replied La Cerda, " is to be confidered 
as a fick perfon, greatly reduced, who muft 
receive continual remedies and fupplics.*' " I 
O2 ^ myfclf;' 
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myfclf/^ anfwcred the grand-mafter with great 
indignation, " will be the phyfician i and wiH 
bring others along with me, who, if they can- 
not cure you of your fear, will at leaft prefcrvc 
the fort from falling into the hands of the 
infidels/' 



^ftcr*'^''" La Valette did not expeft that a place 
rcafons for which was neither ftrong, nor large enough to 
to the 2ft.* admit a numerous garrifon, could be defended 
long againft fo great a force as was employed to 
reduce it; but he thought it neccflary that 
the fiege of this fort fhould be prolonged as 
much as poffible, in order to give the viceroy of 
" Sicily time to come to his relief. With this 
view he refolved to throw himfelf into St. Elmo 
with a feleft body of troops ; and he was pre- 
paring to fet out when the whole body of 
Knights remonftrated with fueh earneft importu- 
nity againft his leaving the town, that he at laft 
confented to fuffer the reinforcement which he 
had prepared, to be condufted to the fort by a 
knight called De Med ran, upon whofe conduft 
and intrepidity he could rely with the moft 
affured confidence. 

Progrefsof NoT long after De Medran's arrival in the 

«^«fi«^s^- f^j^f^ ^}^g garrifon made a vigorous fally, in 

which they drove the "enemy from their in- 

trcnchmcnts, and put a number of them to 

the 
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the fword. But the reft foon recovered from ^ ^^ ^ 
their fur^rifc ; and haviftg returned to the ^. - y .^ 
charge, they compelled the Chriftians to re- *^^^" 
tire. In this rencounter, the vigorous efforts 
of the Janiflaries were favoured by the wind, 
which blew the fmoke of the guns upon the 
fort, and covered the befieged with a thick 
cloud, through which it was impoffible to dif- 
ccrn the operations of the enemy. This inci- 
dent the Turks had the prefence of mind to 
improve to great advantage. They feized, 
unperceived, upon the counterfcarp, made a 
lodgment there with beams, woolfacks, and 
gabions ; and raifed a battery upon it with in- 
credible expedition. After the fmoke was dif- 
perfcd, the befieged beheld what had been 
done with much aftonilhment ; and they were 
the more difquieted, as the fortification which 
the Turks had raifed upon the counterfcarp, 
overtopped a ravelin which lay near it, in which 
the befieged could no longer appear with fafety. 
They refolved, however, to defend this ravelin 
as long as poflible, whatever it fhould colt 
them. 

lu the mean time Dragut and another noted Arrival ©f 
corfair called Uluchiali arrived with twenty "^"^' 
gallies, having, befides flaves and fcamen, two 
thoufand five hundred troops on board. This 
reinforcement and the prefence of Dragut addjcd 
O 3 frella 




HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

frcfti vigour to the operations of the ficge. ThU 
gallant corfair cxpofcd himfclf on all occafions 
with the utmoft, intrepidity ; fpcnt whole days 
in the trenches; and as befidcs his other cx-^ 
traordinary talents, he was particulafly ikilful 
in the management of artillery, he caufed fome 
new batteries to be raifed in more advantageous 
fituations than had hitherto been m^de choice 
of; and kept up a continual fire both upon the 
ravelin above mentioned, and a cavalier that 
covered the fort, and was one of its principal 
defences. 



Pfpgreftof This cavalier foon became the only defence 
^ *^^*'' which could prevent the befiegers from coming 
up to the very foot of the wall. Some Turkifh 
engineers having approached the ravelin at day* 
break, to examine the efFefts of their artillery, 
they obferved a gun-port fo low, that one of 
them, when mounted on tlie fhoulders of ano- 
ther, looked into it, and faw the Chriftian fbldiers 
lying on the ground afleep. Of this they gave 
immediate information to the troops j who, ad- 
vancing as quickly and filently as poflibje, and 
clapping ladders to the gun-hole, got up into 
the ravelin, ^d cut moft of the Chriftians to 
pieces. 

Between this ravelin and the cavalier lay the 
ditch, Qver which the belieged had thrown a 

temporary' 
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temporary bridge of planks, leading up to the ^ 9^^ ^ 
cavalier. The Turks perceiving this, leapt u ^^^m^ 
inftantly upon the bridge, and attempted to *^^^* 
make themfelves matters of the cavalier, as they 
had already done of the ravelin. But the gar- 
rifbn was now alarmed j the braveft of the 
Knights haftened from different quarters to the 
poft of danger -, and, after an obflrinate en- 
gagement, they compelled the Turks to retire 
into the ravelin. There the Janiflaries ob- 
ferving another way of reaching the cavalier, by 
a path from the bottom of the ditch, they 
threw themfelves down without dread or hefita,- 
tion; and having afcendcd by this path to the 
other fide, they renewed their attack with 
greater fury than ever. The combat lafted 
from fun-rife till noon, when the invincible 
bravery of the garrifon proved at laft viftorious. 
About twenty Knights and a hundred foldiers 
were killed, and near three thoufand of tha 
enemy. 

As the ravelin was open on the fide towards 
the fort, the befieged pointed fome cannbn 
againft it, and made great havoc among the 
InfideUl But Muftapha, lerifible of the value 
of the acquifition which^ he had made, poured 
in frefh foldiers without numbers and the 
pioneers coming forward with wool-facks, 
planks, and gabions, pilt the troops at length 

O 4 in . 
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in fafcty, and made- a lodgment in the ravelin, of 
which the garrifon were never able to diipolleis 
them. 

The grand-mafter's concern on account of 
this difafter was greatly augmented by confidcr- 
ing that it could not have happened fb foon, 
without fome negligence on the part of the gar- 
rifon. He fent them however an immediate 
reinforcement ; but both the liege and the de- 
fence were (Carried on with the fame vigour as 
before* 

The diftrcfs But the fituation of the beficged was now be- 
fifoqf ^' come much more dangerous than formerly. The 
Turks applied themfelvcs with unremitting di- 
ligence to heighten the ravelin till it overtopt 
the wall of the fort j and after this, the garrifon 
could no longer appear upon the parapet with 
fafcty. Many were killed by the enemy's artil- 
lery. Several breaches were made in different 
parts of the wall, and the hearts of the braveft 
Knights began to fail within them. They ap- 
prehended, that ere long the Tyrkiih general 
would attempt * to tak^ the fort by ftorm, and 
they dreaded that it would be impoffible for 
fo fmall a number to refift fo numerous an 
enemy* 

fo?m>my^ They agreed, therefore, though mth rpuch 
to quit the i^eluftance, to apply tp the gr^nd-mafter for 

liberty 
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liberty to quit the fort 5 and they made choice book 

of the chevalier De Mcdran for their meffengen ^ *-^^« ^ 

De Mcdran reprefcnted that the fort was. in ^^^*' 

reality no longer tenable, and that to continue 

in it, though only a few days> would infallibly 

occafion the utter deftruftion of the garrifon. 

That nothing could be of greater advantage to 

the Turks than fending the forces of the Order 

to a placd where there were no fortifications to 

defend them ; that by fo doing, the troops ne- 

ceffary for the defence of the other fortrefles 

would foon be confumed, and thefe fortrefles 

become an eafy prey to the enemy. But he 

concluded with faying, that, althoug^i this was 

the opinion of all the garrifon, he was com- 

HiiQioned 'to declare to the grand-mafter, that v 

whatever refolution he fhould form, they were \ f{ 

determined to yield an imp^cit obedience to his ^' , 

authority, 

. Most of the Knights in council thought RcfWcdby 

that this^ requeft of the garrifon ought to be ^ft^. 

immediately granted. But La Valette was of 

a contrary opinion. The fort, he acknowledged, 

would not probably hold out much longer; ji^- 

and he lamented the fate of thofe gallant Knights J^'^ 

and foldiers who were ftationed in fo perilous ^jSf" 

a fituation. But there were cafes, he faid, in , j 

which it was neceflary to facrifice fome of the . ''•n 

rocmbcr§ for the prcfcrvation of the body s and - 

fuch t 
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* %L ^ ^"^^ ^^ knew to be the prefent critical ftate of 
u. — -^^ their affairs. For he was credibly informed 
'^^^' that the Sicilian viceroy had declared, that if 
the fort of St. Elmo were loft, (as he could not 
then attack the Turks with the fame advantage 
as at prefent,) he would not expofe his fleet to 
the riik of a defeat for the fake of the reft of the 
ifland. And on this account La Valette fub- 
joined, that the prefervation of the Order de- 
pended almoft entirely on the length of the prc^ 
fent ficge. This he reprefentcd to the cheva- 
lier De Medran, and fent him back with in- 
ftruftions to remind the Knights of the vow 
which they took at their entrance into the Or^ 
der, of facrificing^ their lives for its defence. 
He likewife bade him affure them, in his name, 
that he would not fail to fend them fuch rein- 
forcements as theyfc Ihould ftand in need of, 
and was determined, as foon as it ihould be ne- 
ceflTary, to come himfelf to their affiftance, with 
a fixed, unalterable purpofc to lay down his life, 
fooner than deliver the fort into the hands of the 
In(idcls. 

This anfwer had the defired effeft oh feveral 
of the Knights, and particularly on thofe whofe 
principles of honour and attachment to the Or- 
der were confirmed by years. But the greater 
part of them were much . diffatisfied. They 
thought the grand-maftcr's treatment of them 

harlh 
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harfh and cruel, and wrote him a letter, fuB- ^ ^^^ ^ 
fcribed by fifty- three, in which, after repeat- u.-^-^,^ 
ing their former requeft, they informed him, *^^^* 
that jf he did not, on the next night, fend 
boats to carry them to the town, they were de- 
termined to fally out into the Turkifh camp, 
where they might fall honourably by the fword, 
inftead of fuffering fuch an ignominious death 
as they had reafon to cxpcdt, if the fort were 
taken by ftorm. 

To this letter La Valette replied,^ « That they 
were much miftaken, if they expeded to fatisfy 
their honour by throwing away their lives; 
fince it was no lefs their duty to fubmit to his 
authority, than to facrifice their lives in defence 
of the Order : that the prefervation of the whole 
depended on their prefent obedience to his, 
commands: that no aid was to be cxpcfted 
from Spain, if the fort were given up j and that 
if he ftiould yield to their requeft, and bring 
them to the town, the town itfelf would then 
be immediately inverted, and they, as well as. 
the reft, foon afterwards reduced to a fituation 
more defperate than that from which they were 
fo folicitous to efcape, by deferting an import- 
ant ftation which they had undertaken to dc- 
icnd." Bcfides this letter, he fent three com^ 
miffioncrs to examine the ftatp of the fortifica- 
tions i intending by. this mcafure, cither to ^iix 
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B vi^ ^ ^™^> ^^ ^^ prevent the garrifon from finking 

Ui.-vl^^ into defpain 
J565. 

These commiffioners differ widely m the ac- 
counts which they delivered at their return. 
Two of them thought it impoflible to defend 
the fort much longer. But the third, named 
Conftantinc Caftriot, a Greek prince, defcended 
from the famous Albanian hero, Sanderbcg, 
whether from ignorance, or confcioufncls of 
greater refources in his native courage than the 
other two pofleflcd, maintained 'that the garri- 
fon was far from being reduced to the laft ex- 
tremity J and to give proof how firmly he was 
pcrfuadcd of the truth of what he faid, he offer- 
ed to enter the fort himfelf, and to undertake 
the defence of it with fuch troops as Ihould be 
willing to accompany him» 

The grand-mafler, ftrongly imprelTed with 
a fcnfe of the neceffity of protrafting the ficgc, 
immediately accepted this offer,. and bellowed 
the highefl encomiums on Caftriot's zeal and 
refolution. Nor did Caflriot find any difficulty 
in perfuading a fufficient number to attend him, 
who were no Icfs zealous and refolute than him- 
felf. The foldicrs crowded to his flandard, 
and were emulous to have their names inroUcd 
for that dangerous fcrvice in which he had en- 
gaged. 

When 
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When La Valettc faw the fpirit by which 
thcfe men were animated, and had no longer 
any doubt of being able, by their means, to 
prolong the fiegc of the fort, he fcnt a letter 
to the Knights, acquainting them, ths^t he was 
now willing to give them their difcharge ; and 
would immediately fend another gaprifon, into 
whofe hands, he defired, they fhould be ready 
to deliver up the fort, and come themfelvcs to 
the town in the boats in which their fucceflbrs 
were to be tranfportcd. " You, my brethren," 
continued he, " may be in greater fafety here 
than in your prefent fituation ; and I Ihall then 
feel lefs anxiety for the prefervation of the fort, 
although I thmk it of fo great importance, that 
on the prefervation of it, that of our Order 
fcems entirely to depend." 

The contents and flyle of this letter affefted 
the Knights in the moft fenfible manner, and 
roufed within them that delicate Icnfe of ho- 
nour, by which the Order had been fo long 
and fo eminently diftinguilhed. They dreaded 
the reception which they were about to meet 
with from the grand-mafter and the other 
Knights : " And fhould this new garrifon," 
faid they to each other, " which is appointed 
to fuccecd us, be fortunate enough to hold out 
till the Spaniards arrive, in what corner of the 
earth fliall we conceal our infamy ?" They re- 

folvcd 
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iblved without hcfitation to remain in the fort 
till every man fhould pcrifh, rather than either 
deliver it to the new garrifon, or abandon it to 
the enemy. And they went in a body to the 
governor, and intreated him to inform the 
grand-mafter of their repentance, and to join 
with chcm in praying that they might be fuffercd 
to wipe out the remembrance of their fault by 
their future conduft. 

Thx governor readily complied; and, m 
order to prevent the new garrifon from letting 
out in the night, he difpatched his letter by a 
noted fwimmer before it was dark. La Valette 
fecretly rejoiced at this application; but fcnt 
word to the governor, that he muft always pre* 
fcr even a body of new troops to the moft expe- 
rienced warriors, who had refufed to fubmit 
to the controul of military difcipline. When 
this anfwcr was reported to the Knights, they 
were overwhelmed with anguilh, and had re- 
courfe to the moft fubmiflive intreaties of for- 
givenefs. The grand-mafter fufFcred himfelf at 
laft to be overcome; and henceforth the garri- 
fon, difmifling all thoughts of their own fafety, 
were intent on nothing but how to prolong the 
defence. 

The grand-mafter fent them every night 
frefli troops, to fupply the place of the killed 

and 
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ind wounded j gnd kept them well furnilhed ® 9^^ ^ 
with provifions, ammunition, and fire-works. \m^^mmj 
Of thcfe laft he had invented a particular kind, '^^^ 
which confided of hoops of wood, covered with 
wool, and fteeped in boiling oil, and other in- 
flammable liquors, mixed with nitre and gun- 
powder. To thefe machines they {ct fire, and 
threw them flaming in die midft of the enemy, 
when they were crowded together at an aflfault. 
It happened often that tw^ or three of the Turks 
were hooked together and fcorched to death ; 
and the utmoft confufion was produced wherc- 
cvcr the hoops were thrown. 

The befieged fl:ood much in need of thefe, Themvin. 
and every other inftrument of mifchief, that ver^ofrtie 
could be devifed for their defence. In fpite of «"''^°"- 
the mofl: vigorous oppofition, the Turks had 
cafl: a bridge ovet the ditch, and begun to fap 
and undermine the wall. From the feventecnth 
of June to the fourteenth of July, not a fingle 
daly pad without fome rencounter ; and Mufta^ 
pha had frequently attempted to fcale the wall 
of the fort, -^ but had been as often repulfed 
with the lofs of fome of the braved of his 
troops. 

Ashamed at having been detained fo long 
before a place of fuch inconfidcrablc drength, 
he refolvcd to make one great dccifive effort, 

and 
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B o o It j^d to bring to the affault as many of his forces 
%■ ^y^ as the (ituation of the place would permit him 
■^^' to employ. He had already made fcvcral 
breaches i but in order to fecure the fucccfs of 
the affault which he now intended, he kept his 
batteries playing all the fifteenth without inters 
miflion> till the wall on that fide where he de- 
figned his attack was almoli level with the 
rock. On the fixteenth the fleet was drawn up 
before lun-rife as near the fort as the depth of 
the water would 'allow; four thoufand mufkct- 
ccrs and archers were ftationed in the trenches; 
and the reft of the troops, upon a fignal given, 
advanced to the breach. The garrifon was 
prepared to receive tMm. The breach was 
linc;d with ftveral ranks ot ^Idiers, having the 
Knights intcrfperfed among them at certain 
diftances. The Turks attempted often to break 
through this determined band, and to over- 
power them with their numbers. But their 
numbers ferved only to augment the lofs which 
they fuftained. Every fhot from the fort did 
execution. The artillery made dreadful havoc 
among them, and the burning hoops were em- 
ployed with aftonifhing fuccefs. The novelty 
€pC thelc machines, and the Ihrieks of thofe who 
were caught in them, added greatly to the ter- 
ror which they infpired, and made it impoflible 
for the Turkifh officers to keep their men firm 
and fteady in pidrliiing the advantages which, 

'had 
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had they pfeferved their ranks, th^ir numbers 
tnuft have infallibly fecured. 

At length Muftapha, after having continued 
the aflault for more than fix hours, without gain- 
ing a fingle inch of ground on the befieged, gave 
orders for founding a retreat. 

In this attack the garrifon loft about twenty 
knights and three hundred foldiers ; but this 
lo($ was immediately fupplied by a reinforce- 
ment from the town: and Muftapha was at 
laft convinced, that, unlefs the communication 
between the fort and the town were cut off, it 
would be impoffible to bring the fiege of the 
former to a period, while any troops remained 
in any other part of the ifland. By the advice 
of Dragtit he refolved to extend his trenches 
and batteries, on the fide next to the town, till 
they fhould reach to that part of the fea, or 
great harbour, where thofe fupplics were landed 
which the grand-mafter daily fent to the gar- 
rifon. This undertaking, he knew, muft be 
attended with the utmoft difficulty, becaufe 
all the fpace between his entrenchments and 
the point to which it was neceflary.to extend 
them, lay expofed to the artillery both of Fort 
St. Elmo and St Angelo. In viewing the 
ground, a Sangiac, in whom he put confidence, 
was killed by hia fide i and, which was fliJl a 

Yql, L P mor€ 
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-BOOK more irreparable loft, Dragut received a mortal 
v„^y- >j wound, of which he died in a few days *. This 
Vt^t did not. however difcourage Muftapha from 
Icuied. purfuing his dcfign. By employing his troops 
and pioneers at the work day and night with- 
out intcrmiflion, he at length carried it into ex- 
iC* ecution, Then having planted batteries along 

the Ihore, and filled his trenches with mulke- 
teers, it was impoffible for any boat to pafs 
from the town to the fort, without the moS: 
imminent danger of either being funk or inter- 
cepted, 

J^\ld^lld After this precaution, he refumed with fre(h 
tpthcjaft vigour his attempt to take the fort by ftorm* 
On the twenty-firft, he made four different 
affaultsj all of which the garrifon withftood, 
and in repulfmg fo .many thoufand brave and 
well-difciplined troops, difplayed a degree of 
prowcfs and fortitude which almoft exceeds be- 
lief^ and is beyond the power of dcfcription. 
But this heroic garrifon was now exceedingly 
reduced in number j and there was the ftrongeft 
reafoii to apprehend, that, in one aflault more, 
they muft inevitably be overpowered, unlels a 
reinforcement were fent them from the town. 
Of their defperate fituation they gave intclli* 

^ He was wounded in the head by the fplinter^ of a fionet 
which was beat to pieces by a cannon-fhot from Fort St. 
Apgelo, - * 

gcnc« 
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gence to the grand-maftcr, by one who fwam * ^^ ^ 
acro& the harbour in the night. The boats were u-^>l., i 
inftantljr filkd with knights and other foldiersj '^^^ 
who gcncroufly refolved to devote themfelves to 
certain deftrxiSion^ for the general fafety and the 
prefenration of the fort. They fct off from the 
town with as much alacrity as if they had enter- 
tained the moft fenguinc hopes of vidtory ; but 
they found the Turks every where fo much 
upon their guard, and the lines fb Urongly de- 
fended, that, after feveral fruitlcfs attempts to 
land, they were at laft obliged to return, de- 
preffed with forrow for the fate of their brave 
companions. 

The garrifon now defpairing of relief^ gave 
themfelves up for lofti but inftead of their ca- 
pitulating, or attempting to efcape, they pre- 
pared for death, and pafled the night in prayer, 
and in receiving the facramentj after which, 
they embraced one another tenderly, and then 
repaired to their refpeftive pofts ; while fuch of 
the wounded as had been difabled from walk- 
mg, were, at their own earneft defire, carried 
to the fide of the breach, where they waited, 
without difmay, for the approach of the Tifrkilh 
army. * 

Eauly in the morning of the twenty-third of st,Eimo 
July, the Turks advanced to the affault, with Sault^ 
P 2 loud 
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^ o o K loxid fliouts as to certain viftofy, which they 
V^y^ ^ believed fb fmall a handful of men as now re- 
^^^5- mained in the fort would not dare to difpute 
with them. In this expectation they were dif- 
appointed, The garrifon being rcfolvcd on 
death, and dcfpifing danger, were more than 
men, and exerted a degree of prowcfs and va* 
lour that filled their enemies with amazement. 
The combat lafted upwards of four hours, till 
not only every knight, but every foldicr had 
fallen, except two or three who iaved them* 
fclves by fwimming. The Turkilh colours were 
then planted on fhe ramparts ^ and the fleet 
entered the harbour which the fort commandc4 
in a kind of triumph. When Muftapha took a 
view of the fort, and examined its fize and 
fortificationjs, he could not refrain from fay- 
ing, 'f What ^ill nof the father, coft U5^ (mean-r 
ing thp town,) when the fon, who is fo fmal]^ 
has poft fo many tjaoufands*' of our bravcft 
troops ?" But this refleftipn, f^r from exciting 
h}s admiration of that l^eroic fprtitudp which he 
had found fo difncult to pvercome, ferved only 
to infpirc him with a brutal fury. He ordered 
all fuch of the garrifon as were fopnd lying on 
|hc breach alive, to be ript open, and their 
hearts torn out. And as an infult on the 
)s:nights and their religion, he caufed their dead 

9 Eight tljoufand. 
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bt)dies to be fcarchcd for, and large gaflics to be 
made in them, in the form of a crofs, after which 
he tied them on planks, and threw them into the '^ ^* 
fea, to be carried by the wind and tide to the 
town, or Fort St. Angelo. 

TflE grand-mafter was at firfl: melted Into 
tears at this (hocking Ipcftaclc ; but his grief 
was foon converted into indignation and re*- 
vengc J and thefc paffions betrayed him into an • 
z&iQti unworthy of the exalted charaftcr which 
he bore. In order to teach the Ba(ha, as he pre- 
tended, to make war with lefs barbarity, he caufed 
all the Turks whom he had taken prifoners to 
be mafTacred i and then putting their heads into 
his largeft cannon, he ihoc them into the Turkiih 
camp. 

In the fiege which has been related, the Ordef 
loft about one thoufand five hundred men, in-* 
eluding one hundred and thirty of the braveft 
knights. The grand-mafter was deeply affeSed 
at fo great a lofs -, but he wifely diflembled his 
concern, and wearing ftiil the fame magnani- 
mous and intrepid afpeft as before, he infpired 
all the troops that remained, with a fixed, unal-^ 
terablc refolution, to defend the town and the 
other forts to the laft extremity. 

MusTAPHA Vaihly imagined, thaf being inti- 
midated by the fate of their companions, they 
P 3 wouli 
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B K would be now inclined to liftcn to terms of ca* 
^i^-v-**-^ pitulation ; and in this hope he fent an officer 
*^^^* with a white flag to one of the gates, attended 
by a Chriftian flave, defigned to fcrve for his in- 
terpreter. The Turk was not allowed to enter 
within the town ; but the Chriftian was admitted, 
and was led through feveral ranks of fbldiers nn- 
der arms by an officer, who, after fhewing him 
all the fortifications of the j)lace, defired him to 
take particular notice of the depth and breadth 
of the ditch, and faid to him, " See there, the 
only Ipot we can afford your general 5 and 
there we hope foon to bury him and all his Ja- 
nilTaries." ^ 

Siege of n This infulting fpeech being reported by the 
R.*"'* flave, excited in the fiery mind of the.Baflia 
Michael the highefl degree of wrath and indignation, 
and made him rcfolve to exert himfelf to the 
utmoft in the profecution of the fiege. His 
troops, though greatly diminiflied, were flill 
fufficicnt to inveft at once both the town and 
the fort of St. Michael '. He kept a conftant 
fire on both ; but he intended firft to apply 
himfelf chiefly to the redudion of the. latter, 

* They are fituated on two promontories that run out into 
the great harbour, and are feparatcd from each other by a 
channel, where the gallies belonging to the Order lay, and 
the mouth of which wa« ftrongly fecured on each £de by 
batteries, 

which 
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which he propofcd to attack both by land and * ^^ ^ 
water^ at the extremity of the peninlula*" on 
which it (lands. In order to ^Ccomplilh this ' '^^'' 
defign, it was neccflary he fliould have fomc 
fliipping introduced into the harbour, for 
tranlporting his forces* But the mouth of the 
harbour having been rendered inacceflible by a 
great iron chain, and the cannon of St. Angelo, 
his defign muft have been relinquiQied, if Piali 
had not fuggefted an expedient againft which 
the grand-mafter had not provided. This was 
to make the Chriftian flaves and the crews of 
the fhips draw a number of boats, by the 
ftrength of their arms, over the neck of land 
on which ftood Fort St» Elmo* Of this propo- 
fel, which Muftapha immediately adopted, in- 
formation was carried to the grand-mafter by a 
Turkifti officer, who, being by birth a Greek, 
was touched fuddenly with remorfd, and det 
ferted to the Chriftians. In confcquence of 
this intelligence. La Valette fet a great number 
of hands to work in framing a ftacado along 
that part of the promontory where the Turks 
intended their attack ; J^nd at another part, 
where the depth of the water or the hardnefs of 
the bottom would not admit of the ftacado, 
he ordered ftrong intrenchments to be made 
upon the beach. Muftapha in the mean time 

> Called the Spur, 
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fired inccflantly upon the fort, while the (larrt 
and crews were employed in tranfporting the 
boats over land into the harbour. At length 
the Bafha, judging that the number of boats 
which he had tranfported would be fufficient, 
and that the breaches which his artillery had 
made were prafticable, refolvcd without further 
delay to make an attack both by fca and land. 
He was the more confident of fuccefs, as, fincc 
the taking of St. Ehno, he had received a con- 
fiderable reinforcement, by the arrival of Haf* 
cem. Ion of Barbarofla, with two thoufand five 
hundred feledt foldiers, commonly called the 
Bravoes of Algiers. Hafcem, who poffeflcd a 
confiderable fhare of his father's fire, and was 
ambitious to diftinguifh himfelf in the fervicc 
of the Sultan, begged of Muftapha to intruft 
him with the aflault of Fort St. Michael -, and 
vaunted, with his natural arrogance, that he 
would foon make himfelf mafter of it fword in 
hand. The Bafha, whether fi-om an opinion 
of his valour, or an intention to teach him at his 
own expence the folly of his prefumption,. rea- 
dily complied with his requefl ; and having 
added fix thoufand men to his Algcrincs, he 
promifed to fupport him with the reft of his 
army. 



Hascem divided his forces with CandcIifTa, 
an old corfairj his lieutenant i to whom he 

committed 
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committed the attack by fca, whilft he refcrved ^ 9^^ ^ 

that on the land fide to himfelf. \. ,,m>^ L ^ 

2565. 

Candelissa having put his troops on board candeiifla 
the boats, fet out with drums beating, and wfth great 
hautboys and other mufical inftruments play- ^"s*^^- 
ing, preceded by a boat filled with Mahome- 
tan priefts, fome of whom were employed in 
ofFering prayers to Heaven for his fuccefs, or 
in finging hymns; while others had books in 
their hands out of which they read imprecations 
againfl: the Chriftians. Candeliffa attempted 
firft to break down the fliacado which had been 
formed to obftrudt his landing; but finding it 
much ftronger than he expefted, and that, 
while he was employed in demolifliing it, his 
troops muft fufFer greatly from the enemy's 
.fire, he thought it would be eafier to make a 
defcent on that part of the flior* . which the 
grand-maftcr had flirengthened with intrench- 
ments. At this important poft the Chriftian 
troops were commanded by an ancient knight 
of the name of Guimaran. This experienced 
officer referved his fire till the Turks had ad- 
vanced within a litde diftance of the fliore, 
when by a fingle difcharge he killed about 
four hundred men. This did not prevent tlic 
reft from approaching, Candelifla pufhed for- 
wards while the Chriftians were loading their 
Cannon, and landed at^the head of hrs Algc- 

i-in^s* 
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rincs. But Guimaran" having referved ^ome' 
cannon charged with grapc-fhot, did dreadful 
'^ ^ execution among them after they had landed, 
and many of them began to fly to their boats; 
which Candelifla obferving, he ^commanded 
the boats to be put o^* to a little diflance from 
the ihore. His troops, perceiving then that 
they mull cither die or conquer, took courage 
from deipair, and advanced boldly to the in- 
trenchment, with ladders for fcaling it in one 
hand, and their fabres in the other. The com- 
batants on both fides difplayed the moft intre- 
pid valour. Great numbers fell, and the ditch 
was choaked with blood, and with the bodies 
of the dead and wounded. The Turks at laft, 
after an engagement of five hours, reached the 
top of the intrenchment, and there planted 
their cnfigns. The knights, fl:ung with fliame 
on account of their retreat, returned with re- 
doubled ardour. But they would probably 
have been overpowered by the fuperior number 
of the enemy, had not the grand- mafter fent 
them a feafonable reinforcement, under the ad- 
miral de Giou, and the Chevalier de Quincy ; 
who fell upon the Algerines and Turks with 
a degree of fury that ftruck terror into Cande- 
lifla himfclf, who was noted for his intrepidity. 
Having ordered the boats to be brought nearer 
the ftiore, he was among the firfl who fled. 
His bravoes fought delperately for fpme tim$ 

after 
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after he had left them; but were at length 
thrown down from the intrenchmcnts, and 
compelled to fly to their boats with the utmoft *^^* 
precipitation. The Chriftians purfued them^ 
and die batteries continued firing on them with* 
out intermifllon. Many of the boats were funki 
ihc water was covered with dead bodies, man- 
gled limbs, Ihields and helmets. Of the four 
thbufand who had been fent on this enterprize, 
fcarcely five hundred remained, and many of 
thcfe were dangeroufly wounded. 

Hascem was not more fortunate in his aflault Hafccman* 
by land, than Candelifla was by fca. After 
having been repulfed at one breach with great 
Slaughter, he rallied his troops, and led them 
on to another, where he fought long and dcfpe- 
rately, till moft of the bravoes having fallen by 
his fide, he was obliged, with much reluftanc^ 
and forrow, to found a retreat. 

MusTAPHA, not unmindful of his promife to Mafttpha 
fupport him, no fooner perceived him begin- "^" ^ 
ning to retire, than he ordered the Janiflarics, 
whom he had kept under arms, to advance. 
The garrifon had maintained an engagement * 
with Hafcem for five hours, in the middle of 
the day, and in the hottcft feafon of the year j 
yet, as if they had not been fubjedb to the wants 
and wcaknelies of humanity, they advanced 

beyond 
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beyond the breach to meet the Janiflaries^ and 
fought apparently with as much vigour and 
*^ fortitude as before. By the power of* fuperior 
numbers, they were compelled to fall back 
withm the breach. But there they made the 
moft deljperatc refiftance 5 and, being reinforced 
by de Giou and de Guiney, with the troops 
which had triumphed aver Candeliffa, they at 
laft repulfcd the Janiflaries with dreadful flaugh-* 
ter J after having loft more than forty knights, 
and two hundred of the bravcft of the common 
men. 

Ttefiegeof MusTAPHA, enraged by this invincible ob- 
and St. Mi- ftinacy which the Chriftians difplayed in their 
riedonat dcfcncc, and dreading that the Spanifh fuc- 
^^^^ cours> which had been already delayed much 
longer than he cxpeftcd, might foon arrive, 
refolved now to employ his whole force at once, 
and while he himfelf profecutcd the ficge of Fort 
St. Michael with one half of his troops, to em- 
ploy the other under Piali, againft the town. 
More batteries were raifed. The trenches were 
advanced ftill nearer than before. Bridges of 
fail-yards and mafts were thrown over the 
ditches. Mines, notwithftanding the hard and 
rocky foil, were fprung. Aflaults were repeated 
without number, and the two Bafhas, emulous 
of one another, and each of them agitated with 
continual anxiety left vidory Ihould declare firft 

for 
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fcr his competitor, exhibited the moft Ihining 8 o o k; 
proof of perfonal courage, and exhaufted all \_ / ^ 
the art of war then known in the world. Yet, ^5^*» 
through the determined bravery pf the knights, 
coiKiufted by the grand-mafter with conllim- 
mate prudence and indefatigable vigilance, the 
Turks were baffled in every attempt, and re* 
pulfed with Daughter. Muftapha flattered him- 
iclfonce with the mdft fanguine hopes of fuccels 
on his part, made a machine invented by his . 
principal engineer, in the form of a huge calk 
bound ftrongly with iron hoops, and filled with 
gun-powder, nails, chains, bullets, and fuch 
other inftruments of death. After fetting fire 
to a train which was fattened to this machine, it 
was thrpwn by the force of an engine, upon a - 

"ravelin that was the principal defence of the fore 
But the garrifon undifmayed, found means, be- 
fore it <:aught fire, to call it out again into the 
midft of the aflfailants. In a moment after- 
wards it burft with dreadful fury, and filled the 
Turks with confternation. The knights then 
fallied out upon them fword in hand', and taking / 
advantage of their confufion, killed many of 
liiem, and put the reft to flight. 

PiALi had, on fome occafions, fl:ill more rea- succeftof 
jfon thaa Muftapha to entertain the hopes of u Borfa"^ 
riftory, although the town was much ftronger 
()i^ thf fort, and La Valette commanded there 

in 




tftt HISTORY OF THE REIGN OP 

in perfon. By his batteries he had demoliflied 
all the out-works of the place> and had made 
^^ an immenfe breach in the walL Whik his 
troops were engaged in a furious afikultj that 
cngroffed the whole attention of the befieged 
from morning till nighty he employed a great 
number of pioneers in railing a cavalier or plat- 
form of earth and ftones, clofe by the breach^ 
and fo high as to overlook the parapet. Night, 
in the mean dme, came on, and prevented 
him from carrying any further this great ad^ 
vantage ; but he doubted not that next day he 
(hould be able to make himfelf mafter of the 
place* 

*3niewif. As foon as he had drawn ofF his forces, a 
intrepidity touncU of the Order was convened, and moft 
smd-maf- of the knights were of opinion that the town 
was no longer tenable; that the fortifications 
which ftill remamed fhould be blown up^ and 
that the garrifon and inhabitants fhould retire 
into the caftlc of St. Angelo. But the grand- 
mailer received this propofal with horror and 
indignation. ** This would be in eflFeft," faid 
he, " to deliver the whole ifland into the hands 
of the Infidels. Fort St. Michael, which has 
been fo gallandy defended, and which is pre- 
fcrved by its communication with the town^ 
would thus be foon reduced to the neceflity of 
furrendcring. There is nq rodm in the caftle 
7 ^ of 



tor. 
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of St. Angclo for the inhabitants and. troops i 
nor, if there were room, is there water in that 
fort for fo great a number." It was then pro- ^^^^ 
pofed that at leaft the relics of the faints and thb 
ornaments of the churches fliould be carried 
into the caftle; and the knights earneftly in^^ 
treated the grand-mafter to retire into it him-' 
felf, aiiiiring him that they would conduft tht 
defence with the utmoft vigour and vigilance* 
" No, my brethren," he replied, " what you 
propctfe as to the facrcd things, would fcrvc 
only to intimidate the foldiers. We muft con- 
ceal our apprehenfions. It is here we muft 
either die or conquer. And is it poffible that I, 
at the age of fcventy-one, can end my life fo 
honourably, as in fighting, together with my 
friends and brethren, againft the, implacable 
enemies of our holy faith?"^ He then told them 
what he thought proper to be done, and pro- 
ceeded inftantly to put it in execution. Having 
called all the foldiers from Fort St. Angelo, ex- 
cept a few who were neceflary for managing the . 
artillery, he employed tbem and the inhabitants 
all night, in throwing up intrenchments within 
the breach j after which he fent out fome of the 
bravcft knights, with a feleft body of troops, 
to make an attempt on the cavalier. Thefe 
men ftole foftly along the foot of the wall till 
they arrived at the place appointed j when they 
fee up a loud ihout^ and attacked the guards 

whom 
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» o o R whom Piali had left there, with fo much finy, 
w '^^ that the Turks, believing the whole garrifon 
hH' had fallen upon them, abandoned their poft, and 
fled precipitately to their camp. 

The cavalier was immediately fortified, a 
battery of cannon planted on it, and a parapet 
raifed on the fide towards the enemy. And 
thus the breach was rendered imprafticable ; 
the town put in greater fecurity than before j 
and a work, which had been devifed for its 
deftru<5tion, converted into a bulwark for its de-* 
fence. 

Vugamtm The grand-maftcr had now greater confi- 
Philip. dcnce than ever of being able to hold out till 
^^H- ^j^g Spaniards ftiould come to his relief. In 
confequence of the aflurances given by Phihp, 
and the Sicilian viceroy, he had, long before 
this time, entertained the hopes of their ar- 
rival, and had often eameftly folicited the 
viceroy to haften his departure from Meffina. 
The conduft of this nobleman was long ex- 
ceedingly myfterious. The patience of the 
knights was worn out by his delays $ and they, 
and many others^ fufpcfted that the real mo- 
tive of his conduft was the dread of encounter- 
ing with an admiral of fo great a reputation as 
Piali. But it afterwards . appeared that the 
viceroy had aftcd agreeably to his inftruc- 
* uons 
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tions from the court of Spain. For although 
Philip was, for the rcafons above mentioned, 
fincerely intereftcd in the prefervation of the '^ ^' 
knights, and had amufed them with the mofl 
flattering promifcs of affiftance, yet he fecms 
from the firft to have refolved not to expofe 
himfelf to danger on their account, and to avoid, 
if poifible, a general engagement. 

A GENEROUS and grateful prince would have 
aftcd very differently towards an ally fo deferv- 
ing of his fupport ; and if either generofity or 
gratitude had been the leading principle of Phi- 
lip's condu,6t, it is probable he would, on this 
occafion, have regarded the knights as his own 
fubjeds i and have thought it no lefs incum- 
bent on him to exert himfelf in their defence, 
than if they liad acknowledged him for their fo- 
vereign. 

• 
But Philip was afFcfted by the danger only 
fo far as it threatened the tranquillity of his 
own dominions. He had refolved to interpofc 
in their behalf, rather than to fuffcr them to be 
overpowered ; but he appears to have been 
very little touched with their calamities ; and 
to have intended to leave them to themfelves, 
as long as there was any profpc<ft of their being 
able to make refiftance ; by doing which he 
confidered, that he would not only preferve his 
Vol. I. Q^ own 
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BOOK own ftrength entire, but might afterwards tn-r 
i, -1^— ,j gage with the Turks, when they were exhaufted 
*5^5- by the operations of the Cege. 

Philip adhered inflexibly to dits plan, not- 
withftanding the grand-mafter's repeated im- 
porninitiesy much longer than was confifteot 
even with his own felfifh Views. Fpr, without 
a degree of fortitude and prowefs on the part 
of the garrifon, and a degree of wUdom, vigi- 
lance, and magnanimity, on that of the grand- 
inafter, infinitely higher, than the^e coyld be 
reafon to expeft, it mjift have \fttn impoifible 
for fuch .a handful of men to have .withftood, 
for fo loAg a time> fo great a force, ^d fuch 
mighty efforts as were emjployed %o reduce 
them* Even the death of the grand-mafter 
alone, whofe perfon was expoled to perpetual 
danger, would have proved fatal to the knights, 
long before Philip fent orders to his viceroy 
10 give them any effeAual fupport; and in this 
cafe, as his own dominions or his fleet wouM 
have been immediately attackied, he would 
probably have had little reafon to be fatisficd 
with the timid, ungenerous counfels which he 
purfucd. 

Whatever judgment may be formed on this 
head, the viceroy did not think himfclf at li- 
berty to yield to the repeated applicadons of 

>thc 




PHILIP II. KING OP SPAIN^ 

the grand-mafter^ till the opefatioiis of the fiege 
began to relax, and the Tutkifli forces were re- 
duced from forty-five thouftnd to fifteen or fixr 
teen thoufand ; of whom many were worn out 
with the fiitigues which they Md undergone, 
and others rendered unfit for aftion by a bloody 
flux, which for ieireral weeks had raged amongft 
thenu 

In this fituation of afiairs, when it was proba« 
ble that the knights would, without afllftance> 
have compelled the Turks to raifc the fiege, the 
viceroy let the grand-mafter know that he had 
now received fuch inftrudions from the King, as 
put it in his power to (hew his attachment to the 
Order ; that he was not indeed permitted to at- 
tack the Turkifh fleet ; but that he would im- 
mediately bring him a ftrong body of troops, 
whole commanders (as he himfelf muft return 
to Sicily) were to be entirely fubjedt to the 
grand-mafter's authority, till the enemy fhould 
be expelled* 

Th]? viceroy, although ftill fufpeded of in- Arrival of 
terpofing unneceflTary delays, at length fulfilled nUuSs.^** 
his promife i and on the feventh of September 
landed fix thoufand men> under Don Alvara 
de Sande"" and Afcanio della Corna, in that 

* This is the fame nobleman whofe valiant defence of the 
fort of Gerba is defcribed in Book I V. p. 102. 

0^2 part 
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* ^i^ '^ part of the ifland which lay at the grcatcft dif- 
wuiy^^i tance from the Turks ; after which he immedi- 
*^*^ atcly carried back the fleet to Sicily. 

The Turkifti bafhas had been perfuaded by 
their fpies, that the viceroy's intention was to 
land his troops at the caftle of St. Angelo ; and 
to prevent this, Piali had lain feveral days at an- 
chor before the great port, after having blocked 
up the entrance into it by a chain of fail-yards, 
piles, and boats. ' 

Sfcd'*^nd ^^ ^^^ "^^" ^^^^^ intelligence being brought 
the depar- to Muftaoha that the Spaniards were landed, and 
Turkj. marching towards him, he was thrown into 
the moft dreadful conftemation. Senfiblc that 
his foldiers were much dilheartened by their 
ill fuccefs, he imagined that he was about 
to be attacked by a fupcrior army, confifting 
of the braveft and bcft difciplined troops in 
Spain. Without waiting for information of 
their number, he forthwith raifed the ficgc, 
drew his garrifon out of St. Elmo, and leaving 
all Iiis heavy cannon behind him, embarked his 
troops with as much precipitation as if the 
Spaniards with fupcrior forces had been in fight. 
He had fcarcely got on bo^ when a delertcr ar- 
rived from the Spanifh camp, and informed 
him that with fifteen or fixteen thoufand men, 
he had fled before an army that did not exceed 

fix 
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fix thoui^d, having no general at their head, ^^/^^ 
and commanded by officers who were indepen- 
dent of one another. The Balha was over- 
whelmed with Ihame and vexation by this Intel- . 
ligencc, and would have immediately difcm- 
barked j but this, he knew, he durft not attempt . 
without confulting Piali, Hafcem, and his other . 
principal officers. 



While he was deliberating upon it, the. 
grand-mafter improved to the beft advantage 
the leifure that was afforded him. He em- 
ployed all the inhabitants, men, woifien, and 
children, as well as the foldiers, in filling up' 
the enemy's trenches, and dcmolilhing their 
works ; and put , a garrifon without delay into , 
Fort St. Elmoj in which the Turks now be- 
held from their ihips the ftandard of St. Joha 
erefted where that of Mahomet had lately 
ftood. 



This, demonftrated to Muftapha how much 
new labour awaited him m cafe he fhould return 
to the fiege ; but being enraged againft him- 
felf on account of the precipitancy of his retreat, 
and difquieted at the thoughts of the reception 
which he had rcafon to expeft from Solyman, 
he wiftied to atone for his imprudence, and 
td wipe off the reproach in which it had in- 
volved him, by vidory.or death, Piaji, who 
Qj from 
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firom hb jcalcMify of tke Baflu's cr»& with the 
Sukaiiy was not feny for die fittloic of Im enter- 
'^^ prife, reprcfented^ in a council of war convened 
on diis occafion^ diat as die troops ware much 
diipirited and wchu ont, it would be expofing 
diem to certain deftruftion, either to kad them 
againft the enemy> or to reftirae die cpcradons 
of the fiege. But a majority erf* the council were 
of a different opimon ; and it was lefolved to 
land theforcesagainwidioutdelay^ and to march 
dire&ly againft the Spaniards. 

The Turks The Turkifh foldicrs complained tnttcrhr of 
•d^ ' this unexpefted refbludon, and obeyed die or- 
ders to diiembaik with much rduftance. Their 
officers were obliged to en^loy threats with 
ibme, and force with odiers. At length the 
number intended was put on ihore, and Miif- 
tapha fet out at their head, in fcarch of^the 
enemy. 

and de« The grand-mafter had not ne^ktfted to giyc 

the Spa. early nodce of dieir march to the Spani& com*- * 
flfianders^ ndio had intrendicd their Ikde army 
on a lleep hill^ wjiich the Turks woidd have 
found almoft inacceilible -, and it was the opi<» 
nion of fom^ of the principal officers, that they 
fbould avail themfelves of the advantage of 
their fituation^ and ftand in their defence. But 
this propo&l was rejected with difdain by the 
II bold 
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bold adv^riturous De Sande, and the greatcft ^ %^ ^ 
part of thfe Spknifti officers 5 and the troops were < v .» / . md 
led out of their encampment, to meet the enemy '^^^* 
in tJiif open Md. This conduft, more fortunate 
perhaps than prudent, contribut?ed to cncreafe 
the dcje£lion of the Turkifh foldiers, and to faci- 
litate Acir defeat. Having been dragged againft 
their inclihation to the field of battle ; and being 
attack^d'-by the Spaniards With great fury, both 
in front and' fknk, they fcarcely fought 5 but, 
being Hfu<ik with a fudcien panic, they fled with 
the utmoft precijpltation. 

K^fysTAPHA, confounded and enraged by this 
pufillanimous behaviour of his trpy^ps, was hur- 
ried along by the violent ^ide of the fugitives. 
He felj twice from his horfe, and would have 
been taken prifoner, if his officers had not refcued 
him. The Spaniards purfued brifkly till they 
came to th^. fea-lhore. There Piali had his 
boats ready to receive the Turks, and a number 
of fhallops filled with mufketeers drawn up to 
favour their efcape. Without this precaution, 
they muft all have perifhcd ; and even, hotwith- 
ftanding the protedion which it afforded tj;iem, 
the number of their killed amounted to two 
thoufand men, while the vigors loft only thir- 
teen or fourteen at moft* 

0^4 SucH^ 
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B o o K, Such, after four months continuance, was the 

ti^-y^-^ conclufion of the fiege of Malta, which will be 

»5^5x for ever memorable on account of that cxtraor- 

Concivftoii. 

dmary difplay of the moft generous and heroic 
valour by ^hich the knights, fo few in number, 
were enabled to baffle the moft vigorous effort 
which could be made to fubdue them by the moft 
powerful monarch in the world. The news of 
their deliverance gave univerfal joy to the Chrif- 
tian powers -, and the name of the grand*maftcr 
excited every where the higheft admiration and 
applaufe. Congratulations were fent him from 
every quarter ; and in many States public rejoic- 
ings were celebrated on account of his fuccefs. 
The King of Spain, who derived greater ad- 
vantage than any other from that glorious dc* 
fence to which La V alette had fo highly contri- 
buted, fent an ambaflador to prefent him with a 
fword and dagger of which the hilts were folid 
gold, adorned with diamonds, as a teftimony of 
his refpeft ; and engaged' to pay him annually a 
fijm of money to aflift him in repairing his ruined 
V fortifications**. 

* Thuanus,Hb. xxxviii. Herrera, hifloria general, lib.vil, 
Ctbrera^ lib. vx. Vertot. Hiil. des Cheval. de Mzlthtf, 
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PHILIP, being now delivered from his book 
apprehenfions of a Turkifh invafion, ap- y -,- ^ 
plie4 himfclf with zeal to his favourite objefts, ^.^c affi« 
the extirpation of herefy, and the enforcing of ^['ilJ?*' 
obedience to the council of Trent. Nor in 
thefe points did he meet with much oppofition, 
in any, part of his -dominions except the Nether- { 
lands J* where the feeds of difcord, which had> 
been fown in the beginning of his reign, were 
approaching faft towards maturity. The duchels 
of Parma had, foon after his departure, experi- 
enced what a difficult charge Ihe had under- 
taken. The regular clergy ftiU continued to 
3 complairt 
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BOOK complain as loudly as ever of the new eredion of 
t_,j-^ ' ^ bilhoprics; and contributed to the utmoft of 
'i^5- their power to foment die fpirit of dtfcontent 
. among the people. No change, they faid, could 
be legally ni^de in tKe conftitution of the church, 
without the confent of the States, The new 
creftions were therefore a violation of a funda- 
mental law i which was the more mtolerabde> as 
the abbots, on whofe ruins the bifhoprics were 
raifed, were natives of the country, and deeply 
iQiterefted in the public welfare s whereias ^e 
biftiops would be entirely devoted to the courts 
of Rome and- Spain, But the regent was 
obliged to pay a greater regard to the orders of 
the King, than to the complaints or remon- 
ftranccs of the pdople. Nor did ;lhe yield to the 
importunities of'any of the cities, into which it 
bid been refolved that the new bifliops; Ihould 
be introduced, except Antwerp^ i* the citizei;i& 
lyhereof . fent deputies to Madrid, and fdurid 
means to convince Philip, that his ftew inftim* 
' tfdn, through the dread with whjich it woidd inn 
fpire foreigners that the inquifitlon' was about to;" 
be eftablilhcd, would prove deftrwftivt to their* 
ctoirtmerce\ 

While the regent was employed in |ettUng 
the new bifhops, flic was not unmindful of the 

* Meter<en> lib.ii. p. 37. Bendvoglto. Grotius, &c* 

. > ^ - King^s 
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King^s injvm&ions with refpeft to the execution 
of the edifts. They were executed with the 
utiftoft rigour, againft perfons of all ages and 
of both fbxes, without diftiiidion i and no 
greater regard was ihewn, on , many occafions^. 
to the laws of nature and humanity^ than to the 
conftitiution of the provinces. The regent was 
not of herftlf inclined to- thofe cruel meafures 
that were, purfued^ but Ihe was direfted ia 
every thing by Granvelle^ .whofe views, flic. 
knew, were pcrfedly conformable to thofe of 
the King} and whofe judgment, for that rea- 
fon, Ihe often followed in contradidion to her 
own. , 

It vr^ feldom that any matters relative to ThenB«- 
the edifts or the new bifhoprics were laid before tZ , 
the council, and when they were brought thither, 
they were proppfed as points already fixed, and 
not as fubje£ts on which there was room to de- 
liberate. The regent formed her refoluuons 
privately, with the afliftance of Granvellei and 
there wp nothing left to the council, but to 
giv« thpir fanftibn to the meafufes which h^d 
been rcfolved upon before. 

It is not furprifing that a Condu6b fo ex- 
tremely partial fliould have given umbrage to 

* Now ArchKfhop of Mechlin, and advanced to the dig- 
nity of Cardinal. 

: * the 



tlS hiSTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

• ^^ ^ the other counfcllors. The prince of Orange 
^— y**i^ and the counts Egmont and Horn ^ were more 
'^^" particularly offended with it. Their high fta- 
tions^ their merit] and fervices, and the truft 
which had ever been repofed in them by the 
late Emperor, entitled them to a principal fliare 
in the regent's moft fecret councils; and they 
were filled with indignation when they faw 
that, on every occafion, a preference was given 
to the cardinal. " In this," they faid, ** con-- 
lifted the recompence of all their fervices, to 
be reduced by the King, to whole perlbn and 
irttereft the/ had ever Ihewn the moft inviola- 
ble attachment, under the dominion of an ar- 
rogant and haughty ecclefiaftic. The duchefi 
♦ of Parma had the name of Rcgeht, but the 
power was lodged in the hands of Granvellc. 
The moft important af&irs of the ftate were all 
determined in private by him, without the con- 
fent, or even the knowledge, of the other coun- 
fcllors. Their feats in the council, and their 
government of the provinces, were only high- 
founding empty names, which gave them the 
appearance of authority i whilft they did not 
poffefs any real poWer, but were equally lub- 
jeded with others to the arbitrary wiU of Gran- 
vpllc," ^ 

< Admirals of the Netherlands. 

While ' 
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While the prince of Orange and the other ^ ^^ ^ 
difcontented lords had fo much reafon to be V— ^r-^i i 
diliatisfied> it could not be expeded that they '^^^' 
would be extremely aftive in executing the or- 
ders of the court. > Notwithftanding all that 
had been done to fupprefs the new opinions in 
religion, thefe opinions were difFufed wider and 
wider every day throughout the provinces* 
This Granvelle afcribed to the negligence of 
the magiftrates in executing the edids. The 
prince of Orange, on the other hand, and count 
Egniont, threw the blame of it on him ; and 
faid, that by purfuing meafurcs to which the 
people of the Netherlands had never been ac- 
cuftomed, he had foured their minds, and 
brought the Regent's government into hatred 
and contempt. Thofe complaints were often 
made in the prefence of the Regent herfelf ; 
who, being prefled on the one hand by the.pofi- 
tive orders of the King, inculcated by Gran- 
velle, and on the other, diftrefled by her appre- 
henfion of the cpnfequcnces to be dreaded from 
f(S much ill humour and difcontent, could only 
give foothing anfwers to the complainers, and 
flatter them with fome general hopes that the 
grounds of their complaints would be removed. 

She was ftill more embarrafled, when the Their am- 
princc of Orange propofed in the council, that, againftw- 
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E o o R Jn order to remedy the prefent cvils> Ihc fliould 
uJly W fummon a convention of the States. It could 
'^^^ not be cxpcfted that Granvelle would relifli this 
propofal. For he was not ignorant how ill the 
people ftood affefted to his perfon, and his 
meafures of government ; nor how much fupe- 
rior the influence of the prince of Orange would 
be to his, if the States were aflcmbled. But 
he did not neglect the prefent opportunity of 
ingratiating himfclf with the King. When the 
Regent gave Philip information of the propofal 
which had been made to her, and defircd to 
receive his inftruftions on the fubjeft, Gran- 
velle took that occafion to rcprefAit to him, 
«* That nothing could be more prejudicial to 
his authority than the aflcmbling of the States i 
a meafurc which ought at all times to be avoid- 
ed, as it ufually produced an inclination in the 
people to encroach upon the prerogatives of 
the crown ; but which there never was fo much 
, ground to dread as at prefent, when perfons of 
all conditions were fo deeply infeded with a 
Ipirit of fedition and difcontent. The abbots 
would come to the convention, inflamed with 
indignation on account of the late diminution 
' of their revenues. The lower nobility and the 

deputie3 of the towns would be gained over by 
the prince of Orange, and the other difcon- 
^nted lords; and the people, ever fond of in- 
novations, 
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novations, would be much more inclined to re- ^ ^^ ^ 
^rd the opinion of their deputies than that of ^"^ v -^ 
the Regent, or the minifters o( the King. ^^^' 

This reprcfentation was perfeftly agreeable 
to Philip's views and fentimentSi nor did he 
hefitatc in complying with the counfel which 
was offered him. He immediately renewed his 
orders to the Regent with refpe6t to the rigorous ^ 

execution of ^he edids'; and thereby let the 
prince of Orange and the other nobles fee that 
dierc was nothing farther from his intention 
dian to convene the States, in order to confidcr 
of more gentle expedients for preventing the 
growth of herefy ^ , 

The pcrfecutions, therefore, were carried on They apply 
as formerly. The compaflion which all men w«rcmov2^ 
felt for the unhappy fufFerers, excited a general 
odium fgainft the government. ^Th? magif- 
trates encountered infurmountable difficulties 
in executing the orders of the court ; and the 
number of Proteftants increafed daily, while 
the moft vigorous efforts were made to extir- 
pate them by the Regent and her minifters. 
Granvelle endeavoured to convince the King, 
that this was chiefty owing to the remiffnefs of 
the governors of the provinces. They were 

* Bcntivoglio, lib. 11. p. 15. 

not 
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^ \u ^ ^^^ ignorant of his accufation £ and betiig now 
'^■■y-i incenfcd againft him more than ever, they re- 
^^' folved to make him feel the cffc&s of thi^ir 
refcntment. Agreeably to this refolution, the 
prince of Orange, and the counts Egmont and 
Horn, wrote a letter to the King, in which they 
laid the blame of all the difturbances in the 
, Netherlands upon the^cardinal ; who, they re- 
prefcnted,»had affiimed t^ie fole difedtion of 
affairs, •and, by his imperious cpnduft, had 
rendered himfelf the objeft of uhiverfal hatred. 
•' It was impoffible for them to feryc eitljier the 
King or the people, whilft a perfon fo exceed- 
ingly obnoxious poffefled fuch unlimited influ- 
ence., But the government would proceed 
fmoothly, if Granvejle were removed ; and in 
cafe the King would grant their requcfl:, there 
fliould be nothing wanting on their part, either 
to fupport his authority, or'^O maintain the 
purity of the catholic faith, to which they were 
not lefs fincerely attached than cardinal Gran- 
vcUe." . 

i^ftaSw'^" ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ Philip, after a delay of feme 
' . months, made as mild a reply as could juftly 
have been expected; but he concluded with 
obferving, " That it was not his praaicc. to 
difmif§ his minifters upon the complaints of 
their enemies, till he had given them an op-, 
portunity of vindicating their conduft. Jufticc 
' ^ " . • to^ 
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too required that, from general aceufetions, they 
Aould defccnd to mention pajticular crimes or 
mifdcmeanours 5 and if they did ndt incline to do '*^^ 
this in writing, one of them might come to Ma- 
dridi where he would be received with every 
mafktdf diftin^iori and rel|>e6t.*' 

. WitH this anfwcr the prince of Orange* arid . 
the other lords were much .diflatisfied; and 
they had the courage to reply> " That they 
were greatly difappointed to find fo little regard 
paid to their remonftrance. For they had not 
writ their former letter, as cardinal GranveUe '5 
dccufcrs, but as the King's counfellors j who,^ 
by virtue of their office, were bound to inform 
him of whatever appeared to be of confequence 
to the welfare of his dominions. They did not 
defire that the Cardirlal fhould fuffer harrri j and-, 
in any place except the Netherlands, they 
fhould be glad to hear of his prosperity ; but 
his continuance there, they thought, was incom- 
patible with the public peace." They added, 
"' That they did not efteem the Cardinal fo 
highly as to undertake a journey to Spain on his 
account; and that fince the King was pleafed . 
to repofe fo litde confidence in their opinion^ 
tliey hoped he would difpenfe with their further 
attendance in the council y where, as they could 
not be prefent without a dimiriution of their 
Vol.1, R dignity. 
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• ^^ ^ dignity, it was impoffiblc for theiHj while die 
j^mm^^^ Cardinal retained his influence, to be of the 
'^^5- fmaUeftufc." 



•564. 



Departure 
^tfGran- 



toet aabpt- 
cd by Viy- 
liuf and 
JBarUimont. 



To this fecond letCefi Philip made no other 
anfWer, but that he woukl confider of what they 
had faid> and diat iu the mean time he expe£):ed 
they would continue to give their afilftance as 
formerly in the counciL 

They liow faw that he had no intention to 
comply with their requeft. Still however they 
obeyed his orders, and at times they went to the 
council J but there, and every where elfc, they 
treated the Cardinal with fo much ridicule and 
contempt, that being at length diigufted with his 
fituation, he applied for liberty to retire. The 
King confented, but with great reluftance ; and 
could never forgive the prince of Orange, and 
the other lords^ who had reduced him to tbd 
heceflity*. 

. Granvelle's departure was not attended 
with thofe advantages which his enemies ex- 
pefbed to derive from it. They had flattered 
themfelves- with the hopes of obtaining, after 
his removal, their juft fhare in the adminiftra- 
riom but Viglius^, and Count Barlaimont, 

* Bentivogllo. Grotiu€. 

' Prefident of the privy-couacii,,andrCilccin€d the gitattft 
liwy^r in tjbe Netlnsxlands. 

two 
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two zealous Catholics^ who had toncurrfed with 
Graft vellcift all his arbitrary meafures, wcrefodn 
l-ecci\^ed by the regent into the fame degree^ of 
favonr Which he had pofleffed, and Were allowed 
to exercife the fame unliitiitfed influence ih th^ 
government. 

A LitTLE before this tlitie the icouncil oF PubUcatioii 
Treilt had publilhed its decrees, and Philip, as crees^fVh* 
mendori^d above, had refoived to have them t^^^** 
obeyed diroi^out all his dominions; The 
difturbances which fubfifted in the Low Coun- 
tries, ought to have dfeterred him from adding 
Fuel to a 8ame which, already burnt with fo 
hiuch violence; But his bigotry, together 
with his arbitrary liiaxitTls of government, ren-* 
dered him averfe to every rhild expediehtj ahdl 
determined him to enforce obedience to the de- 
crees in the Netherlands, as well as in Spain and 
Italy. When the Regent laid hs inftfudlions 6n 
this head before the council of State, fhe found 
the counfellors much divided in their opinions* 
The prince of Orange maintained, " That the 
regent cduld not require the people of the Ne- 
therlands to receive the decrees^ becaufe feveral 
of them were contrary to the fundamental laws 
of the conftiturion. He reprcfented that fomfi; 
Catholic princes had thought proper to rejefl; 
them 5 and propofcd that a remonftrance fhould 
be made to tl^ King on the necefflty of recall-* 
R ^ ing 
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^ vn ^ ^^^ ^^^ inftruftions.'* Several other lords were 
u *i y\J of the fame opinion. ButViglius, on the other 
^5^5* hand, urged with great earneftnefs, the neccf- 
fity of complying immediately with the King's 
commands. '^ By general councils," he feid^ 
*' the church had in all ages fecured the purity 
of its difcipline and doftrines. No remedies 
for the diforders in the Netherlands could be 
devifed more likely to prove efFe<Stual, than the 
decrees in queflion. If they fhould be found 
in any refped incompatible with the laws or 
privileges of the Netherlands, the inconveni- 
ences dreaded from thence might be prevented, 
by executing them with prudence and modera- 
tion." He fubjoined, *' that it was the pecu- 
liar glory and happinefs of their fovereign, that 
either he did not entertain the fame erroneous 
fcntiments, or lie under the fame difagreeablc 
neceflity as thofe other Catholic princes who had 
rqedtcd the decrees; but held opinions, and 
could follow meafures, which, whiTe they were 
conducive to the welfare of the church, were 
neccflary in order to fecure the peace and pro- 
fpcrity of his fubjc£ls^ 

Progrcfs of This fpeech of Viglius had the defired elFcft 

ation!^*^*^'"" upon the Regent; who immediately refolvcd^ 

without xcgard to what had been offered by the 

t Bentivoglio, b. ii. p. 21. 

prince 
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prince of Orange, to p«blifli the decrees. But ® ^ ^ 
froni different caufes, both the number and ^ ^'^^'^ 
courage of the reformers were now greatly aug- '5^^' 
mented. In confeqiience of the civil wars in 
France, many Proteftants of that kingdom had 
retired into the fouthern provinces. And 
through the conftant intercourfe which fub- 
fitted in the way of trade between the more 
northern provinces and England and Germany, 
tbefe provinces were filled with Proteftant mi- 
nifters, who, being prompted by that ardent 
zeal which the knowledge of important truth 
lately difcovered is calculated to infpire, ex- 
erted themfclves with unceafmg induftry in pro- 
pagating their religious tenets. The country 
abounded at the fame time with books written 
againft the Popifh rites and dodrines^ Several 
of the nobility, and many of the magiftrates, 
had imbibed the new opinions. The gover- 
nors of the provinces were either not inclined 
to execute thofe edi£ls to which they had froni 
the "beginning fhewn themfelves averfe j or, as 
they often declared, they found it iq;ipra£tica- 
ble to carry them into execution, without lay- 
ing the country wafte, by forcing into exile 
great numbers of its molt induftrious inhabit- 
ants. In many places the cdifts were not 
executed at all ; and in others, the Proteftants 
were refcucd by the people from the hands of 
R 3 the 
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» ^? ^ the .inquifitors, and the inquifitors thcmfelvtaj 
Sr-v-^!s-; oWg€4 to fly from the enraged mukitude. 

Count Eg- Thb Regent di/covered 2^t this time great per- 

^spain. plc^iiy and hefitation. She was exceedingly 

dcfirous to have h^r adminiftration approvc4 

by the King, and would have gladly complied 

jwith his inftruftiqnsi but (he could not help 

^eing alarmed by the repeated reprefentations 

\ehich were made to her of the confcquences 

|hat might arife from driving the people to de- 

fpwr. She therefore judged it expedient to 

fend one of the principal nobility to Spain, to 

inform the King, more fully than {he cQpld do 

\>Y wriring, of the real ftate of the provinces: 

smd having made choice of eoiipt Egmont for 

her ambaffador, as one who was equally acccptr 

^ble to all parties, fhe employed Viglius die 

prefident to give him her inftruftions, in pre- 

' fence of the other counfcUors. The prince of 

• Orange was highly diffatisficd \yith the terms in 

which thefe inftruftions were exprefled : " This 

reprefentation," faid he, " of the ftate of her 

affairs, is not calculated to inform the King, 

but to deceive him. The relation yrhich the 

prefident ha$ given of our calamities fajk in- 

finely ftiort of the truth. We muft lay open 

from the bottom thof? wounds under which the 

cowitry bl^cd§, elf? the King cafi never apply 

the 
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tiic proper cures. Let us not, by our mifreprc-.- 
fentations> make him believe the number of he- 
retics to be (mailer than it is. Let us acquaint 
him, that every province, every town, every 
village h full of them. Let us( not conceal from; 
him how much they deipife the edifts, and how 
litdc they rcfpeft the magiftrates j that he may 
iee how imprafticable it is to introduce the in- 
quifition, and be convinced that the remedy 
which he would have us to apply, would be in- 
finitely worfe than the difcafe.** He added, 
*' That although he was a true Catholic, and 
a faithful fubjedl to the King, yet he thought 
the calamities which had been lately experienced 
in France and Germany, afforded a fufEcient 
proof that the cpnfciences of men were not to 
be compelled, and that herefy was not to be ex-* 
tirpatcd by fire and fword, but by reafoning and 
perfuafion J to which it was in vain to expeft that 
pien would be brought to liften, until the prefcnt 
praftice of butchering them like bcafts was laid 
afide/* He reprefcnted like wife the abfurdity 
of publilhing, on this occafion, the decrees of 
;he council of Trent, and propofed that count 
pgmont Ihould be inftrufted to requeft the 
King to fulpend the publication of them tiU the 
prcfent tumults were allayed. But the Regent 
was cither not inclined or not at liberty to fol- 
low the opinion of (he prince of Orange in 
prpfcrcng? to that of Viglius» She called 
R 4 count 
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count Egmont apart from the council, and 
having given him fuch inftruftions as (he 
thought proper, fhe made him fet out immedi- 
ately for Spain ; after having flattered him 
with hopes that his journey thither, if he im- 
proved the opportunity afforded him, would 
fecure him the full poffeflion of his mailer's 
favour ''. 



HUrecep. fHE King received him at Madrid, and en- 

t^ there. o 

tertained him, during his ftay there, with every 
teftimony of regard. When he was about co 
return, he made him a prefent of fifty thoufand 
florins ; und as the count had feveral daughters, 
Philip promifed to difpofe of them in mar- 
riages fuitable to their father's rank. The cor 
temporary hiftorians difler widely in their re- 
lations of what paflfed with refpeft to the fub- 
m» return, jcfts of his cmbaffy. The moft probable acr 
count is, that although Philip's anfwcr was not 
clear and explicit, yet that he exprefled himr 
felf with fo much foftnefs in fpeaking of the 
cdifts, and uttered fo many ftrong profeffions 
of affection for the people of the Netherlands, 
that the count, who was in the higheft degree 
candid and fincere, was induced to believe that 
the King did in reality intend to alter his mear 
furcs of government. . It is certain *, that he 

* Bcndvoglio, lib. ii. Groiius, Kb. i, * Grotios. 

^ returned 
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returned to the Low Countries highly fatisfied ^ ^ Q » 
with the court of Spain ; and extolled the good- u-^^^^ w - 
ncfs of the King, and the love which he bore ^^^^' 
to his Flemifh fubjefts. The prince of Orange 
was not fo eafily deceived* Count Egmont had 
been impofed upon, he faid, by Spanilh artifice. 
His private intereft had blinded his penetration, 
and created in him an ill-grounded fecurity with, 
regard to the public good ^. 

But although count Egmont was not able in confe- 
to fatisfy the prince of Orange, it fhould fecm-J^^^^ 
that his report was credited by moft of the aconfercnco 

AppointccL 

Other Gounfellors, and even by thp Regent her- 
felf; who would not otherwife have agreed to 
a meafurc which, immediately after the count's 
arrival, was fuggefted in the council. It was 
there propofed that a certain number. of divines 
and lawyers fhould meet together in Bruflcls, 
to confider of the moft efFeftual methods of 
putting a ftop to the growth of hercfy ; and the 
Regent readily confented to thi? propolal, with- 
out inquiring, as ftie ufed to do on other oc- 
cafions, whether it; would be agreeable to the 
King. To this conference Ihe called the bi- 
fhops of Arras, Iprcs, and Namurj Ravenfte- 
nius and Janfcnius, two eminent divines; the 
two prcfidents of the provincial councils of Flan^ 

> Vid. William's Apolpgy, p. 485. 

ders 
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^ %^^ <Jcw and Utrecht, and two eminent kwycrt 
i-- y i- j from Mechlin and Brabant, 

Tm rcfuh of fhcir dcKbcrations was, that 
ibhook for inftruding youth in the prindpkf 
of the Catholic faidi, fhould be ereded in aU 
^e provinces -, that particular attention fhould 
be given to reform the lives of the clergy ; an4 
that in puniihing heretics mild chaftifements 
|hould be adopted, in the room of thofe fcverc 
ones, which upon trial h^d beci; foui)d ia inef- 
feaual\ 

J}^' The Regent having tranfmitted to die King 

jfena^ with an account of thefe determinations, was gready 
^ furprifed when Ihe was informed, that, far from 

approving them, he was extremely diflatisfied 
wkh her for allowing the conference to be held. 
The fubje&s which had b^en confid^red in it^ 
were points, he iaid, already fixed by his autho- 
rity ; and which, on that account, ought nqt tx^ 
have been brought under deliberation. The 
. dtibrders which occafioned fo much unealinefs 
tp the Regent, had arifen from the connivance 
or negligence of her minifters. But if any qf 
them were faund wanting,, either in courage or 
. ia zeal for the ferviec which he required, flic 
muil immediately difmifs them, and fuhft^^te 

* UtitidvogfiOf, lib. ii. p. 3$» 

others 
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others in their place j for no fcrvicc wKich (he » ^o i^ 
could perform, would be either fo accepuble v>*i^g.^ 
to him^ or fo conducive to his glory and in- ^^^* 
tei^ft, as the extinftpn of hercfy in the Nether^ 
lands. 

The Regent had, from the beginning of h^r Tbcpcrfe^ 
adminiftration, bcfn extremely foficitous to n^^"^ 
gratify the ?ourt of Spain. Nothing could 
have made her agree to jhc conference, but 
tier conviftion, foyndcd on count Egniont*3 
report, that it would not be unacceptable to 
the King. As foon as Ihe difcovered her miC- 
take, Ihe publilhed an edid, confirming all the 
former edifts, and requiring the governors and 
councils to proceed in the expcu?ion of (heni 
with the utmoft diligence'^. 

Even Viglius ^ hefitated as to the expediency 
pf this meafure at the prcfent junfture 5 and it 
excited in the minds of the people univerial 
indignation and aftonifhm^nt. Thofe hope$ 
of deliverance from their grievances, which 
they had conceived from count Egmont's jour- 
ney to Spain, had by his report of the King's 
difpofttion towards them, been raifcd to the 
greateft height. Their difappointment now 
was proportionably great. They did not blam^ 

^ Meuriius Gul. Auriac. p. 4> 5. * Ibid. p. 4. - 

count 
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• vif ^ ^^"^^ Egmontj for they were pcrfiudcd that 
t — -^^■L ^ he had been deceived; but they detefted the 
*^^' duplicity and artifice of Philip and his mi- 
nifters. 

The count had too much fcnfibility not to 
be deeply a(Fe£bed on this occafion; and he 
cortiplained bitterly, that the King had adled 
with no other defign in the ftudied kindnefe 
which he had fhewn him, but to expofe him to 
the contempt or hatred of his countrymen, and 
thereby to ruin his credit and influence ♦. 

*nieprinot Thb princc of Orange was almoft the only 

pf Orange /.ft i • n » /- 

remon- pcrfon in whom this unexpected mealure creat- 
** ed no furprife. When the new edidt was tranf- 
mitted to him, he wrote to the Regent a letter ; . 
in which he reprefented, '^ TJiat in the prefcnt 
temppr of the people, it was ipipoffible for the 
IGng's fervants to execute the orders imipofed 
upon them, without involving the provinces in 
a civil war." « But if ftill," he added, '* your 
highncfs be determined to have the edidts car* 
lied into immediate execution, then I muft 
defire that fome more proper pcrfon may be 
appointed in my place, who, poiTcfling greater 
authority, may be better cjualified to fulfil yqu;* 
intention. The King is not ignorant, that, on 

^ Strada, lib. Iv, p. u8. 

Other 
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other occafions^ I have fpared neither my per- 
fon nor my fortune in his fcrvice. My prefent 
condudt proceeds not from the want of loyalty '^*^ 
or zealj but from a perfuafion that I cannot yield 
the obedience required from me, withbut dilho- 
nour to myfe^ and infinite prejudice to the Ne^ 
thcrlands'/* 

Neither the prince of Orange, nor the 
counts Egmont and Horn, expreflfed their dlf- 
iatisfiuStion with the prefent meafures of govern^ 
ment in any other way than by making remon-^ 
ftrances and complaints. As it was greatly 
their intereft, fo it appears to have been their 
fincere defire, to avoid incurring the King's 
dilpleafure. And they ftudied to give him 
every proof of fidelity that could be rcafonably 
cxpefted from thofe who were members of a 
free ftate, and had fworn to maintain the funda« 
mental laws of the conflitution. 

The conduft of many of the other nobles The cam. 

promiie* 

was not fd fcrupulous and refervcd. They fct 
on foot, at this time, a confederacy, by which 
they bound themfelvcs to fupport one another, 
in preventing the inquifition from being efta- 
blifhed in the Netherlands. The prime mover 
of this expedient was Philip de Marnix, Lord gpi^ie/* 

f Qen. Hift. of the Netherlands. 

of 
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^ %n ^ ^^ ^^' Aldcgonde^ a nobleman highly ^ftih* 
i,^"v^ ^ gutihed for his eloqtience> his addreft^ and hia 
*^. poUdcal abilitif s, who had the merit of conm^^ 
budng more diati any odier perfon (die primsoi 
of Oringe alone excepted) towards accompliih^^ 
ing that happy revolution, by which the north* 
em provinces were refciied from the Spani(h 
yoke. By his advice, and according to his di- 
rcftion> a writing was drawn Up> termed the 
Compromife, which is here inferted, as it marks 
ftrongly the fpirit by which the people of tht 
Netherlands were animated^ 

^^ Whereas certain malicious perfons, tin* 
der the cloak of zeal for the catholic religion^ 
but in Vitality prompted by ambition, pridei 
and avarice, have, by their mifrcprefcntationsi 
perfuaded our lord the King to introduce into 
thefe provinces that moft pernicious tribunal 
the inquifidon; which is not only contrary t6 
all human and divine laws, but exceeds in 
cruelty the moft barbarous inftitutions of the 
moft iavage tyrants in the heathen world s which 
fubjeds all authority to that of the inquifitoi^i 
reduces all men to a perpetual ftate of mife^ 
rable flavery, and by the vifitationS which it 
appoints, expofes the beft mtn to continual 
apprehenfions ; fo that if a pneft, a Spaniardi 
or wicked minion of power fliall incline, he 
may, by means of this inftitudonj accuie any 

man, 
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man, however innocent, and caUfe hint to be ^ %n.^ 
unprifbned, CQndemned> and jmt to death> u^^^-i— j 
without being confronted with his accuftrd> ^^^^ 
and without being allowed to bring evidence o£ 
Bis innocence> or to (peak in his defence : Fof 
thefe reafons we whofe names are here itib^ 
fcrU^ed have rcfolved to provi<}e for the fecu- 
lity of our families, goods, and peribns ; an4 
far this purpde we hereby enter into a facred 
league with one anpther, proaiifing with^ a ib^ 
lemn oath, to oppofe with aH our power, the 
introdudion of the above<^mentioned inquiiicion * 
into thefe provinces i whether it fhall be at- 
isempted openly or fccretly, and by whatever 
name it Ihall be called, whether that of InquU 
fition, Vifitation, Commiffion, or Edift: de- ^ 

daring at the fame time> that we are far from 
entertaining the defign of attempting any thing 
prejudicial to the intercft of our fovercign the 
King; bpt on the contrary, that our fixed in« 
tention is, to fupport and defend his govern- 
ment, to maintain peace, and to prevent, ta^ 
the utmoft of our power, all feditions, tumttfis, 
and revolts. This agreement we havelworn; 
^nd we hereby promife and fwear ttf^maintain it 
for ever faered ; a^ we call Almighty God to 
witnefs, that neither in word nor deed ihall we 
ever Veaken or countcra(Jt it, 

*' We likewife promife and fwear mutually 

ta defend one another, in all places, and on all 

13 ' occafions. 
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* VI? ^ occafionSi againft every attack that fliall he 
faiiii»^,J.^ made> or profecution that ihall be raifedy 
'^^* againfl any individual amongft us, on account 
of his concern in this confederacy^ And we 
declare, that no pretence of the perfecutors^ 
who may allege rebellion, infurredioni or any 
other plea, ihall exempt us from this our oath 
and promife. No aftion can deferve the name 
of rebeUion, that proceeds from oppofitiori to 
the iniquitous decrees of the inquifition; and 
therefore, whether any of us be attacked diredUy 
dn account of oppofing thefe decrees, or under 
pretence of punilhing rebellion or infurreftion, 
we hereby fwear to endeavour by all lawfid 
means to procure his deliverance* 

** In this arid every part of ouf coriduft re- 
garding the inquifitian, our meaning is, to fub- 
mit to the general opinion of our confederates, 
' or to that of fhofe who (hall be appointed by the 
reft to affift us with dieir counfeL 

*^ In witnefs of this our leagtie, we invoke 
the holy name of the living God, as the fcarcher- 
of our hearts ; humbly bcfeeching him to grant 
us the grace of his holy fpirit, that all our en- 
• terprifes may be attended with fuccefs, may pro- 
mote the honour of his name, contribute to the 
welfare of our fouls, and advance the peage^^and 
true intereft of the Netherlands,"' 

Such 
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Such were the terms, of the compromifei • ^® * 
which was qi3i<:;kly circulated through, the pro* ^ .^ ^ m^ m, , ^ 
vincca, and iubrciibed by perfbnfr of all ranksj *^^^* 
whether Catholics or Protieftants. Books wer^ 
at the (ape time multiplied^ in whic^h liberty of 
confcience was pleaded^ the .abfurdities, in the 
popilh doftrines and worlhip expofed, and 
hideous pidures. drawn of the inqui(ition« 

The Regent fek great aiMcicty with regard to 
Ae confeqiuences with which fo much ill-huaiour 
and diicontent were likely to be attended* She 
had never fully credited the repreientadons 
i)<(hich the prince of Orange and Ibme of her 
other counfeUors had often made to her. And 
ihe ti0w complained bitterly of the fituation to 
Which Ihe was reduced by the orders fcnt frpm 
Spain. «' For to what purpofe was it ((he (aid) 
to publi(h edi6ts> when I wanted power to en-* 
force their execution ? They have (crved only 
to increafe the people's audacity^ and to bring 
my authority into contempt^/* 

Thb prince of Orange, and the Counts Hofrt Spcccjio^ 
auid Egmont, had, ever^fince the lafl: rcpubli- ©fol^ 
cation of the edifts, abfented themfelves from ^*'**«®**'**^ 
the council. The Regent now wrote to them 
in the moft urgent manner, requiring their at- 

^ Bentivoglio and Suada* 
. Vol. I. S tendance. 
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^ %S^ tendance. They readily complied; and the Re* 

^^/■^■^ gent, after having informed them of her defign 

^ ^ in calling them together, defired they would de-- 

liver their opmions without refcrvc. The prince 

of Orange was among the laft who rofcj and he 

ipoke as follows'; 

*' Would to Heaven, I had been fo fortu- 
nate as to gam belief, when I ventured to foretcl 
what has now happened. Deiperate remedies 
would not in that cafe have been firft applied, 
nor perfons who had fallen into error been con- 
firmed in it, by the means employed to reclaim 
them. We fhould not certainly think fii- 
vourably of a phyfician's prudence, who, in 
the beginning of a difcafc, when gentle re- 
medies were likely to prove effeftual, fhould 
propofe the burning or cutting off the part 
infedcd. 

" There are two (pedes of inquifition. The 
one is excrcifed in the name of the Pope, and 
the other has been long praftifed by the bi- 
Ihops. To the latter, men are in fome mea- 
furc reconciled by the power of cuftom ; and 

' This fpeecK is recorded by Nicholas Bargundins, who 
compiled his hiftory from the papers of the prefident Vig- 
lius. Vide Brandt's Hiftory of the Refonnation in the Ne« 
.therlands. 

confidcnng 
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ifortfidcring how well we are now provided widi ^ ^^ ^ 
[ bifliops in all the provinces, it may be reafonably ^ ■^^■j* ^J 
cxpcfted that this fort will atone be found fuf- *^ ^' 
ficient. The former has been, and will for ever 
be, an • obje£t of abhorrence, and ought to be 
abolilhed without delay. 

" WitH refpeft to thofe edifts which hzv6 
been {o often publilhed againft the innovators 
in religion, hearken not to me, but to your 
own experience^ which will inform you> that 
the perfccutions to which they have given rife^ 
have ferved only to increafe and j^ropagate the 
errors againft which they have been exercifcdi 
The Netherlands have for feveral years been a 
fchoolj in which, if we have not been extremely 
inattentive, we may have learned the folly of 
pcrfccution. Men do not for nothing forego 
the advantages of life j much lefs do they ex^ 
pofe thcmfclves to torture and death for no- 
thing. The contempt of death and pain, ex- 
hibited by heretics in fuffering for their reli-^ 
gion, is calculated to produce the moft power- 
ful efFefts on the minds of fpeftators. It works 
on their eompaflion> it excites their admira- 
tion of the fufFcrers, and creates in them a 
fufpicionj that truth muft certainly be found 
where they obferve fo much conftancy and for- 
titude* Heretics have been treated with the , 
feme feverity in Frajice and England as in the 
S a Low- 
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* ^^ K Low-Countries. But has k been attended 
there with better fuccefe ? On the conjtrary, i* 
there not realbn, there as well as here, to &if 
what was fakl of the Chriftians of oM, That the 
blood of die martyrs is the feed of the church ? 
The emperor Julian, the mG& formidable 
enemy whom chriftianity ever law, was fully 
feniible of the truth of this. Harajfing and. 
tormenting could only fervr, he knew, to in- 
flame that ardent zeal which he wanted to ex- 
tinguifh. He had recourfe tbere&re to the 
expedient of ridicule and contempt; and this 
he found to be more efficftual. The Grecian 
empire was at different periods infeftcd witK 
hcrefies of various kinds, ^ius taught errors 
in the reign of Conft^ce ; Neftorius in that of 
Theodofius j Arius m that of Conftanrine. No 
ftch puniftmcnts were inflifted, either on the 
herefiarchs themfelves or on their difciplcs, as. 
are now-praftifed in the Netherlands ; and yet 
where are all thofe falfe opinions now, which 
the firft broachers were at fo much pains to 
propagate ? Such is the nature of herefy, if it 
refts, it rufts; but he who rubs it, whets it. 
Let it be neglefted and overlooked, it will foon 
lofe the charm of novelty j and with that, it will 
lofe the grcatcft part of its attractive ^power. 
But they are not the examples only of heathen 
princes which I would recommend to the Re- 
gent's imitation. In complying with my ad- 
13 , vice. 
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iirlcf^ Ihe will tread in the fteps pf our Ute^^ 
tious Emperor^ her &ther $ who from experi-^ 
cncc was convinced, diat gemle meafiires were '^^^ 
snore likely to prove effeftual than fevere t)nes^ 
and therefore adopted the former, in preference 
4x> the latter, for fcveral .years before his re- 
fignation. 

*^ The kix^ himfclf speared, at a certain 
period, inclined to make trial of mild expe* 
diettts. But, throi^ the influence of die bi- 
fiiops and other ecdefiaftics, he has change^ 
his views. Let thefe njcn anfwer |br . their 
conduft if they can. For my own part, I am 
Entirely fadsfied that it is impoffible to root 
out the prefcm eyils in the Netherlands by 
force, without fhakiflg the. State from its foun- 
dation. I conclude with reminding you of 
what we have all hcaa-d frequently. That the 
Proteftants in the Low-Countries have opened a 
correlpondence with thofc in France. Let us 
beware of irritating them wiore than we have 
already done, left, by imitating the Frenchi 
Catholics in their feverity, we, like them, in- 
volve our country in the ^dreadful mifcrics'of a 
pivil war." 

This Ipcech was not entirely without effeft. 

It convinced the Regent, that fhe muft either 

make fome coaccfllons to the confederates, or 

S 3 have 
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• ^ ^ hate rccourfc to arms. She was inclined to fol- 
%^-*- y' -^ low the latter of thcfe meafures, becaufe (he 
^^^^* knew it would be more agreeable to the King^ 
and fhe defired count Egmont to undertake the 
command of fome forces which he propofed to 
Taife, in order to carry her defign into execu* 
tion ; but the Count decUned accepting of it^ 
laying. That he could not fight with honour in 
defence of the inquifition. The Dutchefs fdtind 
it necfflary, therefore, to embrace the other 
alternative, and to attempt to footh the mal- 
contents, by making ifome abatement in the 
rigour of the cdi6te\ 

Meanwhile the number of thofe who had 
acceded to the compromifc was become lb 
confiderable, that they thought it was now 
time to take fome ftep towards fulfilling their 
engagements. With this view they fct out for 
Bruffels, where the court refided, and lent fome 
of their number to defire leave of the Regent, 
to lay before her their fentiments concerning a 
fubjeft in which the intcreft of the King and 
their perfcnal fccurity were equally concerned. 
The icounfellors were divided in their opinions 
with regard to the anfwey proper to be made to 
this requeft. Some of them were for rejefting 
it utterly -, others advifcd to admit two or three 

^ Brandt, ^ vol. i. p, 165. 
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of the confederates and no more ; but the opi- 
nion of thofe prevailed who thought that^ at pre- 
fent, it would be imprudent to furnifh them with 
any juft ground of offence, by denying them a 
privilege to which every inhabitant of ^he Nc-* 
therlands was intided ; efpecially as they were 
without arms, and no danger could be appre^* 
hended from admitting them. 

They entered Bruffels in the beginning of 
April one thoufand five hundred and fixty-fix, 
in number between three and four hundred, 
on horfeback. Bcfides count Brederode, who 
was defcended fi-om the ancient earls of Hol- 
land, there were the counts Colcmbcrg and 
Trefemherg, the marquis of Mons, the baron 
of Montigny, and cdunt ^Lewis of NaffaUi 
brother to the prince of Orange 5 all of them 
perfons of confiderable influence in the pro- 
vinces* 

They went in a body, walking two by two, 
from the houfe of coxint Colcmberg to the pa- 
lace, and were received there by the Regent, at- 
tended by the council of ftate. 

They began their petition with declaring. Petition oc 
?'That as hitherto they had never failed in ^^^^'^^i^- 
loyalty to the King, fo they were ftill as much as 
"ever determined to hold faft their allegijance. 
S4. They 
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• ^ o K They ^lllrcrc (cnSbk that thtk prefer <;ondiift 
^^ m^ mmm^ sttt^thc tTtiifcon&xuti i ^ut <$key chofe richer to 
'♦^ cxpofe thcmfelvcfi vco this irifki iiian not Wowx 
the Regent of what tiicy n^re »conviiioed was of 
tdse liig^ft con&quencc to did intereft ho^ of 
tlie King and the prov^inodsL Tlic folicituclic 
which the Kingiiad diicovered >to pneierve reli^ 
gion pure in the-^NecherJands, dcferved the 
higheft praife ; but experience had fbcwn, that 
the remedies emplojied for this purpefe contri- 
buted only to incraifc the difcafe. They hd 
long flattered themfelves with hopes, that the 
States would have been aSemblaJ, to devife 
tneans more likely to prove fuccefsfulj hut fince 
this ddirable event had not taken place, they 
thought it their duty to inform her, that if the 
Hieafures of govo-nment refpefiting religion were 
nQt quickly altered, they ^wcre perfiiadcd it would 
be impofliMe to prevent a gcxicral in&rirfticm. 
It was therefore their carncft defire, that fhe 
would fend fome proper perfons to the, Kingi 
to acqwabt him with the necefiity of foftcning 
the rigour of the edicts i and they intreated her 
to fufpend the execution of them till his plea- 
fure (hould be known. But if Jio regard, they 
added, Ihould be paid to this our humble and 
jnoft^arhefl: prayer, we call God and the Kiiigi 
your highnefs, and thefe your illuftrious coun- 
fellors, to witnefs, that we have given warn- 
ing of the impending <ianger, and fliall not 

be 
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be accountable lor the calaimties that majr * ^ ^ 
enfocV v—v^ 

: To thk pttitibn the Regent gave the follow- Anfwerof 
ingflrfwcr iniwating: '''That me was not m- gene 
RTcftcd by the King with power 1:0 fu{pcnd the 
execution of the edifts ; but that fhc was not 
aycrfe from fending fome proper perfon to 
Spap, where ibe would willingly employ her 
g3od offices CO procure ithem fattsfaftion. That> 
in the mtm tin>e^ fhe would ifluc orders to the 
inquifitors to proceed in the exercife of their 
office with moderations and that, in return for 
her conceifions^ ihe expei^d,that t^ petitioners 
woidd fiudy carefully to avoid all occafion of . 
offence." 

Thb. confeieliates, much diffatisfied with this 
anfwer, infifte^ carneftly upon receiving one 
-that was naOre explicit; and the Regent, dread- 
ing the confequences <^ lendkii^ them away in 
iU-iunwur, ordered her fccretary to conmiuni* 
cate to them tde ihftruftions which, after con*- 
fidering the matter more maturely, ihe had re- 
falvfid to iranfmit to the inquifitors. Thefe 
were, that henceforth they fliould proceed 
^gainft offenders in the article of religion with 
the utmoft gentlenefsi and Ihould not punifh 

' Bentivogfio and Brandt, 

any 
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*'any of them with baniflimcnt, imprifonmcnt, 
K ^^ ^Z ^ or confifcation, unlefs they were found guilty 
'^ ^ of fcditious pradices. And thefe inftruftions, 
it was added) were to remain in force till the 
King's pleafurc Ihould be known. The con- 
federates^ on the other' hand, engaged, not to 
attempt to make any innovation in religious 
matters, but to wait patiendy for the detcrmi^ 
narion of the aflembly of the States ; which> 
they fondly flattered themfelves, would be held 
foon, in order to put an end to all their 
grievances^ 

The mar- ' AoREEABLY to her firft declarations, the 
Mwis^ and Regent immediately difpatched the marquis of 
If Mon? Mons and the baron of Montigny, to lay the 
tigny font petition before the King, And thefe two no- 
blemen gladly undertook the tafk afllgned them; 
litde fufpe6kirtg either how fruitlefs their jour- 
ney was to prove, as to the intention of it, or 
how fatal to themfelvcs, For, as will appear 
in the fequcl, Philip, did not confider them as 
the Regent's ambaflfadors, but as perfons who 
had brought her under the difagreeable neceflity 
of clothing th^m with that charafter, and as the 
heads of a confederacy which had been formed 
againft his government. 

Thcint«m. In the mean time, a report was propagated in 

pcrate real * /• j 

of the re. the Netherlai^ds, that the Regent had confentcq 



formers. 



to 
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to the public jjrofcflion of the rcforaied rcli- * ^ * 
gion. In the belief of this> the people threw off* <> — "yi^ 
the referve which they had hitherto maintained, '^^ 
fifld the proteilant minifters preached in many 
place$ to numerous afiemblies of perfonsj whp 
came together in arms^ with a refolution to 
.defend themfclv^s, in cafe the inquifitors fhould 
jittempt to interrupt them^ From thefe affcmT- 
blies they fbon paffed to open violence againft 
the churches^ and de^oiled them of all their 
coftly ornaments. 

Tjiese outrages were firft committed in the 
province of Flanders ; and the example of the 
Flanings was quickly diffufed throughout all 
the provinces. In a little time afterwards the 
fame tumultuous ipirit appeared in the gVeat 
Commercial towns; in which, from their fre- 
q^ent intercourfe with foreign Proteftants, and 
from the ^irit of liberty that, naturally grows 
up in large communities, almoft the whole 
body of the people had embraced the new opi- 
nions. 

In Antwerp the reformers indulged them- 
felves in the moil unjuftifiable extravagancies* 
They infulted the Catholics when em|)loyed in 
the fimdions of their religion. They broke 
furioufly into the great church, which was one 
pf the richcft edifices in Europe, overturned the 

/ altars. 
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* vif ^ ^^^^^ defaced ite paintings, and dcfhroycdaH 
the images of the &ints. 



*s^» 



From li^t cathedral they flew wMi the fame 
imgovcrndbh^iury to the monafteries and con- 
SjTitts ; and there, after forcing open the gates, 
^ndobligmg die monks and nuns to fly into 
the city for flydtcr, it appealed that, under the 
trover of religious xeal, many of die moft 8d>an- 
doncd -of tile people had* joined wiA the 're- 
formers, and embraced the present (qpportoniqr 
of gratifyipg their rapacity. The iame riotous 
spirit appeinired in numberiefs other phoa. It 
^read iike a conflagration over aU the pro* 
irtnces $ , :meciing every where with die fame 
combuftiUe mafieiiials, and every where .prodii{:«» 
ing the fame ptraicjniis eSe<£bs* 

In Bniflels they were overawed by the pre- 
fence of the co^irt : yet even there, diey had in 
fomemeafurc difown ofi^ their wonted referve ; 
and the Regent, -apprcheftfivc that iier perfon 
was in danger, rcfolved to refide in Moiis. 
This rcfolution gave much uneafinefs to the 
prince of Orange, and the counts Egmont and 
Horn ; wlio fawhow much difhonour it would 
reflcft on them, to have it believed that die 
perfon of the princcfs was infecure, where they 
were invcfted with fuch high command, and 
poflcflcd fuch extcnfive influence. They em- 
ployed 
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ployed every argument that a>vid prevail upoA 
her to alter her intenmon* They pledged their 
lives and fortunes for her lafec^; and promi&^l 
tx> exert dieir utmoft power in quelUng thoie 
diiprders which wore the caule of her inquietDde« 
At length flie yielded to their intreacies^ andi 
confented ftiU to remain at Bru(&ls\ 



The feveral governors foon after fet out for J^^^^" ' 
their relpeftive provinces* The prince of the prince 
Orange^ befides being governor of Holland^ uiqudUns 
Zealand, Utrecht, and Burgundy was vifcount ^^^"""^ 
and governor of Antwerp. And even the popifly 
hiftorians sicknowledge, that, having often gone 
thither, he had exerted him&lf ftrenuoiifly ia 
quieting the tumults occafioned by the intempe- 
rate zeal of the reformers* At this time he^ Aa^Oi 
ordered three of the rioters to be executed, and 
fined and banifbed feveral of die reft* He again 
opened the great church, and reftored the exer^ 
cifc of the catholic religion. 

But finding it impoffible to prevent die Pro* 
teftants from holding their religious meetings, 
he entered into an agreement with the perfons 
of the greateft influence among them, by which- 
they were allowed to exercife their religion in' 
churches within the city, provided that they 

* Bentivoglio^ ^ranit* Ac. 

ihould 
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' VII ^ ^ovid come together without arms; that the/ 

c -/-^ ihould give no annoyance to the Catholics i and 

'^^*- that their preachers fliould refrain from all in-^ 

veftives againft the eftablifhed church. And 

- » he contented that this agreement fhould remain 

in force till he fhould know the pleafure of the 

King ; to whom the Protellants engaged to fub* 

snit^ or immediately to leave the Netherlands. 

TttE Regent approved of every part of Wil-^ 
likm's condud on this occafion> except his 
allowing the reformers to hold their meetings 
within the town. In order to fatisfy her on 
this head> he reprefcnted, that he had granted 
diem this indulgence from a convidion which 
experience had already confirmed, that by means 
of it he could more eafily prevent the pernicious 
cfFefts of their extravagance; that when they 
were under his own eye, or that of the magi-, 
ftrates> their aflemblies were not near fo nume-^ 
rous as formerly ; their preachers wer^ not fo apt 
to indulge their enthufiafm, or to ufc indecent 
freedoms with the government; nor the people 
fo apt to be inflamed, as when they aflcmbled 
without reftraint in the open fields. This mea- 
fure, he added,, was not only expedient, but 
neceflary.. There was no room for authority or 
pcrfuafion. The reformers had fliewn them* 
felves unalterably determined to let up theif 
worfhip within the city, whether he had pcr^ 

mitted 
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mitted them or not. Their aflcmblics in the ^ ^ o k 
country had generally amounted to twenty-four <^i^p*v - - i 
or twenty-five thoufand. Even in the town '^ ^ 
ttiey were ieldom lefs than ten thoufand. He 
had no army to reduce fo great a number to 
obedience ^ and not a fingle perfon among the 
Catholic inhabitants could be perfuaded to take 
up arms againft them,'. 

After quieting the difturbances in Antwerp, ' 
the prince fct oiit for the provinces of Holland 
and Zealand, where his prefcnce was equally 
neceflary. There too, as in Antwerp, he em- 
ployed all his power and influence; and did 
more towards queUing the tumultuous fpirit 'of 
the reformers, than any other perfon coiUd have 
done, without an armed force to overawe them. 
He perfuaded them to reftore the churches 
which they had ufurped i and, except in one or 
two places, they were fatisfied with the liberty 
which the Regent was williAg to allow, of hold- 
ing their aflemblies for religious worfhip in the 
fuburbs of the towns, or in the country. 

Count. Egmont was no lefs aftive in his de- counrij- 
partment. From natural temper, as well as ^*''^"*^* 
from political principles, no man was more 
averfe to harfhnefs and feverity; yet being 

' Brandt. Van Meteren^ lib. ii. 

ftrongly 
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It o o R flxongLy* prompted qd this occafiao hj his defire 
Wiy^ of gratifying the King, he was at the ucmoft 
^^ pains to difcover tdk rioters, and pumihed many 
of them with rigoun EBe reftoredlthe ptd«fl:s ta 
their fanftiom, opened the churches which had 
been fliut, and reduced all the Protefl^nts 
within his government to the neceflity of acqui-^ 
cfcing in the conditions which the regent nad 
prcfcribed. 

roune Cavi^T Horn likewife a^ed with uncommoiY 

fc^ lj)irit and vigour in the city of Tournay, wheFO 
^e diforders had riftn to a greater height dian 
in other places* The inhabitants of that axjy to 
the number of fix thoufand, having taken arms, 
and laid fiege to the garrifon, they foen re^ 
diiiced it to ibch extremity^ as obliged the* Com^ 
naander to tnfonn the Regent, that if (he did 
not fend hinv immediate relief, he codd not 
hold out longer than one day. She had not 
troops fufBcient to oppofe fb great a force ; nor 
was there any other expedient in her power, by 
which Ihe could preferve the garrifon from for-» 
rendering, but that of fending count Horn, 
their governor's'^ brother, to intercede with 
the inhabitants^ The Count forced his way, at 
the hazard of his life, into the midft of them j 
and with great addrefs perfuaded them not only 

r The baroivde Monttgny, at this tkne in Spain* 

to 
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to dcfift from the blockade, but to lay d6wh -^ ^ ^ 
their arms, to yield up the churches which they u— v-w 
had ufurped, and to reft fatisfied with certain '^^' 
places of worihip which he had alfigned them 
without the* city '• 

From this reprefentation of the condudb of Grounds of 
the prince of Orange and the counts Horn and fverf^n to 
Egmont, they had very litde reafon, it ihould ^^^' 
fcem, to dread the King's difpleafure. For 
they were not lefs adlive, nor lefs fuccefiful, 
than the other governors*, with whom Philip 
is faid to have been entirely fatisfied. But the 
difapprobation which they had difcovered of 
his meafurcs of government fome years before j 
the objections which they had urged a^inft his 
retaining the Spanifli forces in the Low Coun- 
tries; the neccflity to which they had reduced 
him, of removing Granvelle ; their frequent re- 
monftrances in the council againft the inqui- 
fition and edidts; and the attachment which 
they had ever (hewn to the liberty and conftitu- 
tional privileges of the provinces: all thefc 
caufes had alienated him entirely from them, 
and had begotten, in his dark revengeful mind, 
SL degree of hatred and rcfcntmcnt, whicl;i nei- 
ther time, repentance, nor faithful fcrvices, 
could erafe. 

* Brandt, Mcteren, &c* 

* The counts Arcmberg and Mcgen. 

Vol. I. T These 
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Thuse 'flobleman Had been difappointcd of 
the- private;, ds well as public advantages whiclv 

^5^* thciy cxp^fted to derive from the removal of 
<SranveIle. Vigliusand count Baifakhont were 
equally their enemies as the Cardinal, and 
equally difpofed to put malicious interpretations 
"on their conduSb ..In thcfe they were power- 
fully feconded by Granyelk ; who £mie time 
after : his ,lcatving..the Netherknck, had been 
•Galled. to Madrid, where he enjoyed his woatcd 
iriflucncei Tliis he did not fail to cmpby 
agaihfl: his enetnies in the Netherlands ; and he 
found it eafy to'pijrfuade the King^.that in fccrct 
they had been abettors of all the difturbanccs 
- which had ariferi.- Philip was .therefore fired 
witk ind^nation . againft them, and refolved. 

N ^ fooner or later to make them feel the weight <£ 
his refcntment. At prefcnt, however, he thought 
it ' necefikry to conceal his fendmenta ; and in 
his ahfwer to tHeaccounrof the late traafeiSyions 
tranfmitted to him by the Regent, he exprdfed 
his gratitude for the zeal th^ had been dif^ 
covered irt his fervice, and exhorted her, and 
the governors of the provinces,, to continue 
,thcir endeavours to allay the tumults in the beft 
manner which the prcfent ckcumftanccs would 
permit. . - . 



Forces ic- With this anfwer he fcnt money, and an or- 
der for raifmg a body of Catholic troops,, uppni 

whoic 
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Whofe Oddity he could depend for an abfolute 
complkinee with- his will * •- 

» . i. » » • ' * « 

" TH«*Rd^ent was not reftiifs in executing this 
order.- ^She immediately levied ^ body of ca- 
valry; Md^five regiments of infantry 5 of which 
£he gave die command to the counts Erbcftiah, 
Charlcis df Mansfelti Reiils, Baron Schomberg, 
and the Sleur de Hkrges, fon of count Barlai- 
mont. '/ ■ 

The prince of Grange and the counts Horn. 
and Egmont co^uld eafily difcern the defign of 
this Armament ; and they declared their difap- 
probation of it in the council, as a meafure 
calculated to rekindle the flames of difcord and 
Icdition; 



They were at the fame time informed by let- Difcowry 
ters from the marquis of Mons, and the baron dtfigns!^* 
of Montigny, that whatever public anfwer had 
been fcrlt from the court of Spain to the dutchcfs 
of Parma, it was known to every pprfon at 
Madrid, that the King was highly offended at 
the conccflions -which they had made lately to 
the Proteftants. -That they were confidered as 
fomenters of the tumults, and encouragers of 
herefy. That the King and his minifters talked 
, now more explicitly than they had hitherto 
done. The compromife had no other name 
T 2 given 
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given it but that of a confpiracy ; and the po- 
pular inflirreftions were never mentioned but.as 
an open rebellion. There was no longer any 
room* to doubt that the King, by the advice of 
GranvcUc and Alva, was determined to wreck 
his refcntment on all concerned, and particu- 
larly on them, whom he^ confidered as the moll 
guilty. And although at firft domeftic forces 
^ only were to be employed, yet their operations 
would foon be fcconded by thofe of Sp^n. 

The prince of Orange had fevehd times dc- 
fired leave of the Regent to refign his employ- 
ments i alleging, that it was impofliblc for him 
.at once to difcharge his duty to his country^ 
and to fatisfy the King. The Regent had as 
often rcfufed to confcnt to his requcft i and had 
accompanied her rcfufal with expreffions of 
high, regard, aqd with entreaties that he would 
not forfakc her at a time when his affiftance was 
more than ever neecflary. On the prcfcnt 
occafion he made the fame application to the 
King, , who gave him the fame anfwer, and cm- 
ployed the fame expreffions of regard and con- 
fidence *• 

But the prince had received intelligence of 
• Philip's moft fecret councils, and he knew diat 

^ Bentivoglio. Sec the letter annexed to Willwi'^ 
,'Apology. ^ - ' ' 

his 
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ht^real fentiments were entirely difFerent from ^ 9^^ ^ 
thoie which he profeffed. Through a.corrc- 
jpondence which he held in France, he had 
proqured a copy of a lettci* to the Regent, 
from Alva the Spanilh minifter at Paris, which 
confirmed the information that had been tranf- 
mitted by the marquis of Mons and the baron » 
of Montigny. In this letter, Alva particularly - 
infifted on the prefent favourable opportunity of , 
cftablilhing in the Low Countries that unlimited 
authority which the King had long fo ear- ^ 

ncftly dcfired. He advifed the Regent, as mat- 
ters were not yet ripe for execution, to meet 
the fmooth faces of Orange, Horn, and Eg- 
mont, with the fame artifice which they had 
employed; and concluded with informing her, 
that the King, who knew them to be fomenters 
of all the difturbances which had happened, 
would foon pay them the wages of their ini- 
quity; and had fworn to punifli them and the 
other inhabitants of the Netherlands in the moft 
exemplary manner \ 

This letter the prince of Orange communi- ^ y^r* 

- , . 1 , , T • -I 1 Conference 

cated to his brother count Lewis, and to the ^tDendre. 
counts Egmont, Horn, Hoogftraten, and fevc- ^^ ^' 

* The concluding words of the letter are, ** in a manner, 
that would make the ears of all Chriilendom tingle^ even 
though it.ihould put in danger all the reft pf his. dominions." 
Brandt, 21 6. Reidanus,'p. 3. Meteren, lib. ii. 

T3 " ral 
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* ^^J ^ ral others of the nobility> ; who met togetHer at 
c>M.'>^- ij Dendrcmonde^ to deliberate concenung tbe 
'^^''' meaAires which it would be proper to pur&e. 
Count Lewis, who was naturally bold and ar- 
dent, urged that they fhould immediately in- 
cite the people to take up arms ; but his bro- 
ther the prince of Orange difapprovcd of. this . 
propofal, andobfcrved, that if they fhould bc-^ 
gin to wage war in the prefent fituatioa of af^ 
fairs, they would neither be able tx) carry it on 
with fucGcfe, nor to juftify their condu6t in un- 
dertaking it. That the inquifition and cdids 
were in efFeft abolifhcd ; and a rcafonable li- 
berty allowed in matters of religion. That, 
confidering the tumults which had been ex- 
cited, the Regent could not be greatly blamed 
for raifing forces ; efpecially fince fbe had levied 
none but fuch as were natives of the Nether- 
lands. At prcfcnt rfiey could not allege any 
good reafon for having recourfc to arms j but 
he believed that ere long the belt and ftrongeft 
reafons would not be wanting. And in the 
mean time his advice was, not -only to be on 
their guard themfelvcs, but likewifc to awaken, 
in the people a fcnfe of the danger with which 
they were threatened, that they might be pre- 
pared for entering upon adion when the proper 
feafon fliould arrive. 

Had count Egmont been, of the fame opi- 
nion with the prince of Orange on this occa- 

fion. 
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lion, it is Jiot tio be doub^d that air who Were 
prefent would- have concurred in- tbc' mea&i^s 
whith 1l€ advi-fed; and confidering the great- *^^* 
nefs of their, power and popidarity, diey mi^ 
^ha\<e induced the ' King to drop hi$^ p&»,: by 
making him fcnfibk ofthedi^culty of canyimg . 
it into- execution, t • "'" '- - 

But they were all exceedingly dtfappointed 
ivhen they heard count Egmont declare, " That 
ferfrom taking part in any meafure that niiight 
be ofFcnfive to the King, he looked upon cyexj? 
fuch meafijre as equally impudent and urid^i- 
fuL That fjjom the enorniities which .ha.d4p^eB^ 
committed, the King, h^d fpme reafon to iei>ter- 
tain fufpicions. of their ^yig^lanoc. That, for 
his own part, he was refolved, if {joi^e, to 
wipe out thefe fufpicions, by exerting himfelf 
flrenuoufly to reduce this people to ajfeitt of 
perfeft tranquillity and obedience-j which if he 
and the 'other governors could accomplifti in 
their rjefpcdtive provinces, he belie;vcjd..thcf . 

fliould hear no more of the Spanifh forces; for, 
after what the King had repeatedly told, him 
-when in Spain, he cojuld not regard what he had 
heard of his ijiteatipn to '|-<4) the Netherlands of 
their libwty;'; 

' ' ■ 

The prince of Orange and the other difcon- 

tented lords ipent feveral h^rs in a;ttempting to 

T 4 bring 
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* vn ^ ^"'^S ^^^ ^v^r ^o t^^^ir opinion, but in vain.* 
^— y -^ Although, as above related, the Count had rc- 
^^ ^* ceived fufficient proof of Philip's infincerity in 
his difcourie with him at Madrid, yet the con- 
cern which he had appeared to take in the inte-- 
reft of his family, joined to his profeflionsof pcr- 
fonal attachment, had impofed upon him fo far as 
to prevent him from perceiving the danger to 
which he was expofed **. 

theijobi- Thus difappointcd of the afliftancc of a per- 
wkh^thr'^ fon of fo great influence, that the other lords 
Regent. £^^ jj^^ nothing remained for them, but to con- 
ciliate Philip's favour, by an a<5live concurrence 
with the Regent in the meafures which fhe was 
about to employ for the pcrfefl; fcttlement of 
the country. 

Her fucceft A grSat deal had been already done for this 
fmg"tT^rel end by tke governors of the provinces; but 
matters were not entirely upon the footing 
on which the Regent defircd to have them 
placed. - TJic zeal of the reformers burnt with 
too much violence to be reftrained by the au- 
thority of the magiftratcs, and ftiU continued 
to difcovcr itfelf in the moft unjuftifiable irre- 
gularities ^ particularly in the city of Valen- 
ciennes, where the common people had almoft 

* Bcntlvoglio. 

univcrfally 



formers. 
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tmiverfally embraced the reformation. The ^ %^ ^ 
ftrength and populoufnefs of that city, its neigh- 
bourhood to France, and the correfpondence 
which the people held with the Proteftants ia 
that kingdom, were powerful motives with the 
Regent for defiring to have a garrifon placed ia 
it, compofed of thpfe troops which had been 
lately raifed. She wifticd to have had them ad- 
mitted with the confent of the inhabitants j but ' 
finding that it could not be obtained, fhe de- 
clared them rebels to the King, and ordered the 
lord of Noircharmes to befiege the town. The 
citizens feemcd at firft rcfolved to defend them- 
fclves ; but when they faw the batteries ready. 
to* play, their courage failed, and they fur- 
, rendered the city at difcretion. Noircharmes 
no fooner. entered it, than he ordered the go- 
vernor and his fon, the Proteftant minifters, and 
fcveral of the inhabitants who had been the 
moft adive in the late difturbances, to be put to 
death ; after which, having prphibited the public 
exercife'of the reformed religion, he left a ftrong 
garrifon in the place, under the command of a 
rigid Catholic. 

The fucccfs of the Regent's arms filled the 
Proteftants with terror, and infpired the Catho- 
lics with freih courage and refolution.* She was 
not lefs fuccefsful in Tournay, Bpis le Due, 
and many other places^ She eVen perfuaded 
7 the 
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^ VI? ^ ^^^ ^*^^ ^^ Antwerp to receive a garrifon, hy 

Wv" ^ means of which the Cadiolic partjr acquired fb 

'^^7' great authority, and the reformers were fo much 

intimidated, that, without oppofition, (he ba- 

niflied all the Proteftant preachers, and aboliihcd 

the cxcrcife of their religion % 

cwiBt Bre- CouKT Brcdcrodc and fome others of the con-» 
federated lords had recourfe at this time to their 
firft expedient of a petition or remonftrance. 
But neither the . Regent nor the confederates were 
now in the fame fituation as formerly. She had 
no longer any reafon to be afraid of them, fince 
file was fo well provided with an armed forces 
and many of them having before this time be- 
come fenfible of their weaknefs, had ftudicd ta 
convince her that they were now entirely devoted 
CO her fcrvice. 

Count Brederode defired to be admitted 
into her prefence, but this fhe refufedj and 
vouchfafed no other anfwer to his petition, but 
^ That he, and thofe who concurred with him, 
had wreftcd her conceffions into a fenfe which 
' fhe had never meant; and, by encouraging 
riots and tumults, had broken their agreement 
with her, and thereby forfedtcd their tide toi 
complain ^'' 

• BcntivogliOj p^ 47* *" Brandt and BentivogUo. 

! Frou 
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From this anfwer Brcdcrode perceived there ^ ^^ ^ 
was no other refource left him but force of arms, ^'^ ^'^' ^ ^ 
Refolved to try his fortune in this way, he went ^*^^' 
immediately into Holland, and having drawn 
together a body of troops, he fortified himfelf 
in the town of Vianen. But the counts Arem- 
berg and Megen coming fuddenly upon him, he 
was foon reduced to the neceflity of retiring 
into Germany. He returned to the Low Coun-» 
tries' in the year following, and died in the town 
of HarnhofF^. He was a perfon much rc^ 
fpefted by the Proteftants, but appears to have 
pbfleflcd more zeal than capacity, and to h^ve 
been in no refpeft qualified to be the leader of a 
jarty. 

After count Brcderode was expelled, the TraimiSt| 
reformers had nowhere courage to lift their bSowS^^ 
heads. The ftorm which had raged with fo 
much fury was fucceeded by a perfect calm. 
The churches were repaired, the altars reftored, 
the images replaced, and the magiftratqs re- 
fpefted and obeyed, in the fame manner as bc^* 
fore the difturbances began 5 while the difcon- 
tented lords feemed now to have no other ambi- 
tion, but to furpafs one another in giving proofs 
of their attachment to, the Regent, and of their 
zeal in the fervice of the church and of the 
king\ 

t drandt^ ^ BentiTOglk), p. 48* 
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BOOK VIII. 
HILE the dutchefs of Parma was b o o k 

VIU 

thus fuccefsfully employed in quiet- C ^y -^ 
ing. the difturbances in the Netherlands, Philip p^^^^ral' 
was only deliberating on the fubjeft. The Re- tion«attho 
gent had joined With the confederated lords in spaia!^ ^ 
rcprefenting, that 'his prefencc would prove 
the tnoft efFedtual remedy. for the evils which 
prevailed ; and this was the opinion tooof fome 
of his Spanifli minifters. He had long talked 
as if he intended to comply with their counfeh 
He bad even given orders for preparing Ihipis 
■for his voyage, and all Europe was in ex-' 
'peftations of its taking place. But if he was ^ 
ever ferious in propofmg it, he was eafily in- 
duced to alter his intention, by the dread of 
- ^ . thofc 
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BOOK thofc inconvcnicncies or dangers ivith which he 
iL^^^^J^ apprehended it migte be accompanied. Thefe 
^3^7* inconvcnicncies and dangers would have been 
difre^arded by tljc Vlatc'Eftipetor j who uader- 
took a journey to the "T^ethcl-lands, and' put 
himfelf in the power of Francis, his rival and 
antagonift, in ordef to queft ^n 4'Hfurre<5l:ion in 
the city of Ghent, But Philip had neither the 
^ipe perlQAkljcoiirage jandiafti^it^^^ C^tel^i 
nor that degree of afFeftion for His fuhgefts in 
the Low Countries, which was ueceflary to make 
him expofe himfelf to danger on their account; 
and through his whole reign he cHofe rather to 
iflue forth or(Jers from his cafbin^^ than to exe- 
cute his fchemes in perfon \ 

l^hiiipre- . Having' therefore refolvcd not to go to Ac 

Undtht . N^erfierlands himfelf,/ it remained for him tx> 

Aha w the determine,, whether he (hould fend , thither an 

^^' . flrmy, to compel the people to fubmit to his 

will, and to 'punifti them for their difobcdi^nce; 

or (bould liflen to their temonitrances find conv* 

plaints. His counfellors differed widely in their 

opinions from each other. The duke of Feria 

,and the prince of Evoli adyifed him toabolifli 

the inquifltionand edi£U> and to r make trial of 

gentler and more indulgent -methods, of (deal;- 

.ing with the reformers ; fince he had fufficicnUy, 

• Bentivoglioj ann. 1567, H/errera, lib. ix. 

; . 4 experienced* 
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«q)erienccd that fevcre ones were not likely to 
be attended with fuccefs. But the duke of Alva, 
Oft the other hand, and cardinal Granvelle, re- '^^^ 
prefented, that nothing but too much lenity in 
the treatment of the heretics in the Low- Cbun^- 
tries4lad been the caufe of that infolence, and 
thofe enormities, in which they had difcovered 
•an equal contempt of the true religion and of 
the royal authority. This was not the propor 
^eafon, they alleged, for the cxercife of cle- 
tnenty. The King had too long received laws 
from the Netherlands, inftead of giving them. 
The people in thefe provinces had long and 
loudly boafted of their privileges. If the/ 
were not fpeedily chaftifed for their infolence 
«nd prefumption, they would ere long dilpute 
- the King's having, any right to conimand them, 
and form thcmfelves into an independent ftate, 
in oppofition to him, as the Swifi Cantons had 
done formerly in oppofition to his German an- 
ceftorsj*or, which was ftill more likely, the 
prince of Orange, arid the counts Egmbnt and 
Horn, would, under the pretence of defend- . 
ing the liberties of the people, reduce them 
tinder their own power,, and divide the feveral 
provinces as a prey among thcmfelves. Befidcs> 
what, happier opportunity, faid Alva, can be 
"wiftied for than the prefent, for introducing aa 
iarmy into the Low^Cbuntrics, in order to efta- 

bliili 
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^ viu ^ ^^^^ ^'^^ ^^y^ authority there on the/iamc dc^ 



?5^- 



iirable footing as in Spam and in Italy ^ i 

No arguments could be better fuited to the 
temper and inclinations of the King i and ac- 
cordingly, without further hefitation, he re- 
folved to fend to the Netherlands a ftrong and 
well-difciplined army, under the command of 
the duke of Alva, whom, from long experience, 
he knew to be qualified in every re^6t for exe- 
, curing the plan of tyranny and oppreflion which 
he was determined to purfue# 

In the mean time the dutchefs of Parma had 

The Regent . /* i • • 

rcmon- rcduccd thc afFairs of the Low Countries into 
agai^ft it. 'the fituation which is above defcribed. • She 
icnt fpeedy information to the King of the fuc- 
cefs with which her endeavours had been ac- 
companied 5 and rcprefented to him, that there 
was not now the leaft occafion for thc army 
which he had begun to prepare, fince . the tu- 
mults were allayed, the rioters punifhed, the 
heretics filenced, the church rcinftated in its 
wonted authority, garrifons put in fufpeiSted 
places, and the whole country, fettled in a-ftatc 
of perfect order and tranquillity. 

Had Philip been in reality influenced by thc 
motives which he pretended^ he would, on re- 

*» Bcntivoglio. 

ceivino: 
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ceiving this intelligenccj have cpunlcrmandcd * ^^^ ^ 
the orders which he had iffued for the march of ,u-v^^ 
the troops. But in ifluing diefe oixiers it is im- '^^^' 
poflibie to believe, that he was prompted either 
by zeal for religion, or concern for the welfare of 
his Flemifli fubjedts ; but partly by the ambition 
bfeftabliihing amojig them a defpotic govern- 
ment on the ruins of their a|icient.conftitution,'(a 
meafurc which the diftance of the Netherlands 
from his. feat of empire muft-^havc rendered 
particularly defirable to a prince of fb imperious 
a temper,) and partly by an implacable refcnt- 
ment againfl: the prince of Orange and the, other 
lords, who : had difcQvered a jcaloufy .of his 
defigns. 

Regardless, therefore, of the change which, 
the affairs in the Netherlands had lately xmdcr* 
go<ie, Philip perfifted in his purpofe. The dvke 
of Alva went by fea fot^ Italy, and thence,' after 
having affemblcd the fcveral bodies of troops 
Ivhich were' cantoned there, amounting to eig^t 
thoufand foot and one thoufand five hundred 
hprfe, he dircfted his march towards the Low 
Countri^, firft through the territories of the 
duke of Savoy, and then through Burgundy 
and Lorrain. His army was augnientcd on its 
march, by the addition of three hundred Bur- 
gt^ndian cava^lry, and four thoufand German 
foot, and foon* reached the province ^ Lu*- 

Vol.. I. U cxnkufg. 
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B ym ^ ctnburg, widiout meeting with any moleftadon 

w-v-^ by the way. After putting ganifons in fome of 

'^^^' the frontier towns, he fct out for Bruflels, where 

he arrived in the month of Auguft one thoufand 

jive hundred and fixty-leven*. 

The ado- His arrival fpread great conftemation and 
excited by aftoniihment over all the provinces. Many 
of Ai^ »d thoufand perfbns had before this time left the 
SardT" Netherlands ; among whom was the prince of 
Orange, who, having long fbrefedn the im- 
pending ftorm, had withdrawn with his ftmily 
and friends to his country of Naflau in Germany. 
He knew well how inveterate thofe prejudices 
were, which the King bad for Icvcral years en- 
tertained againft him ; and could not account for 
his fending to the Low Countries fo formidable 
9n army, commanded by a man fo tyrannical as 
Alva, without fupp6fing that he was determined 
to rule the people with a rod of iron ; and, at 
the &me time, to wreck his vengeance upon him, 
and all fuch of the nobility as had ventured to 
diipute his wilL 

^prfaM Thb prince would glacHy have prevaikd 

retircito bpon count E^mont to accon^pany lUm, and 

'""*^' endeavoured to open his eyes to the approach- 

mg danger. He repeated the evidence which 

« 

^ Hmira^ fib«ix» €• 3* 
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he fkd formerly laid before him of the King's ■ ^^ % 
intentions, and he renainded him of the impc« s > ^^^^^ 
rious charafler of Ahra ; who, from hemg thdr '^*^' 
enemy ^d rival, was become their mailer, and 
would not foil to employ his power to accom'- 
plifh their ruin. But count Egmont was th^ 
father of a numerous family, which he could 
not fopport ^ith dignity in any odier country 
but the Netherlands. Confcious too of his ^ 
fidelity, and of the important fervices which he 
had performed to the King, he could not be 
perfuaded that Philip was infincere in the pro- 
felfions of friendihip which he had made to him- 
, in Spain ; nor could he believe that he would 
indulge his refentment any farther, than to pu* 
nifli thofe who had been concerned in the late 
diforders. 

The prince of Orange finding the Count In- 
flexiUe, left him, with thefe words : " You arc 
the bridge, count Egmont, by which the duke of 
Alva will pafs into the Netherlands, and he will 
no fooner ^afe it, than he will break it down. 
You wiH repent of delpifing the warning which 
Ihave given you, but I dread that your repent*- 
ance will he too late.'' 

Ik the interval bejEwecn the departure of the 

prince of Orange^ in April one thoufand five 

hundred and fixty^fcven, and the arrival of the 

U 2 duke 
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• ^ ^ duke of Alva in the month of Auguft foBdInBg, 
v.- vn >i count Egmont perceived his importance much 
^^^' diminifhed; but, he refolved to fubmit to his 
prefent difagreeabJe fituation, and even hum^ 
bled himfelf fo far as to receive and welcome 
Alva in the province of Luxembiu^, where he 
made hiin a prefent of two fine horfQ3> as a mark 
of his defire to live with him on amicable terms. 
Alva received this prefent with the haughtineis 
that was natural to him ; but in iU his beha* 
viour towards the Count,, he diffembled his in- 
tention, till he w^ prepared to put it in ex- 
ecution. 

S^f^Tthe ^^^ of his firfl afts after his arrival at Bruflck 
counts Eg,, was, to caft both count Egmont and count 
Horn. Horn into pnfon. As the deed itfclf was ty- 
rannical, fo the manner of it was infidious. 
Count Egmont having beeii firil deceived him- 
felf, was employed to draw count Horn into 
September, thc foarc'*. Whcn Alva found that their apprc*- 
-henfions were laid afleep, he defired one day 
that they would come to his houfc, to give him 
their opinion with regard to a citadel whicii he 
propofcd to build in Antwerp j and after the 
bufinefs for which they had been called was 
over, they were carried on different- pretences 
into feparate apartments, count Egmont by 

^ Strada, p. 215, 

Alva 
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Alva himfelf, arid count Horn by his fon Fre- ^ ^^^ ^ 
dcric dc Toledo. " Count Egmont," faid Alva, 
** deliver your fword ; it is the will of the King 
that you give it up, and go to prifon." The Cdunt,- 
aftonilhcd at this unexpefted declaration, would^ 
have attempted to efcape ; but obferving him- 
felf immediately furrounded by Alva's guards, 
he delivered his fword, faying, *^ By this fword 
the caufc of the King has been oftcncr than oncc^ 
fuccefsfuUy defended**/' Both he and count 
Horn proteftcd; that, as knights of the Golden ' 
Fleece, they could be judged only by their 
peers, and imprifoned only by their authority. 
But no regard was paid* to this proteftation. 
They were hurried away to prifoni in a place at 
a diftance from Bruffels, and out of the confines '^ 
of the province where they refided; in viola- 
tion of a lacred privilege, which, by a funda- 
itieiitd law, belonged even to the loweft of the 
people*. 

iNTELLiGEjrcE of this cvcnt (which was im- J^. p^^i^^ 
mediately foUowed by the imprifonment of wign parts, 
count Egmont's fecretary, the lord of Bicker- 
zcl, and feveral other perfons of diftinftion) * 
was foon conveyed to the remotcft corners of 
the Netherlands, and filled the minds of the 
Catholics as well as Proteftants with the mdft 

^ $trada, p. 215.. ' Grodasand Bendvoglio. 

U3 difquict- 
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9 o o K difquietiDg ai^rehcnfions. It was no fecuritjr^ 
^^^^ they &Wy againft the Kill's refcncmentj to havo 
'^^7' adfaefcd to the profeflion of the Catholic &ith^ 
nor even to have been adive in qppofii^ the 
reibrmers. Noncr were conicious of ib much 
mcnt of this kind, and none had diftinguiflied 
themfelves fo highly in the iervice of the.King, 
as thofe iUuftnous perfons who were now de^ 
•iroted to deftrudion. Men therefore of all 
^nks wer« greatly alarmed, and be^n to aban- 
don their habitations; and it was computed 
that, at this time, and a little before Alva's ar- 
rival, more than a hundred thouiand perfons 
fled into foreign parts. Great numbers of thefe 
were the moft induftxious of the people, .who 
s transferred their knowledge of arts and manu* 

fa&ures inta the countries which gave them 
refuge; and thereby enriched the dominions 
of Philip's enemies whiUt they impoverifhed his 
own^ 

S^fF^ The imprifonmcnt of the counts Horn and 

leaves the EgmoHt was mattcf of furprife to no pcrfbn fo 

Uoidl " much as to the Regpnt. Philip had afTured her, 

that although he had conferred on Alva the 

command of the army, yet the authority of the 

' ( Regent was flill to remain in her hands ; and the 

royal commiffion which Alva produced on his 

'» Van Metcrcn, p. 8o. 
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firft arrival, was agreeable to this declaradoA. ' ^„^ ^ 
Bift Ihe could not pcrliiade. hcrfclf that the ^ -nr-^ 
duke would have prefumcd to make fo violent '^ ^' 
an encroachment on her prerogative, by the 
knprifbnihent of two of the firft perfons in the 
State, tinlefs he had been invefted with an 
authority much fuperior to that of which (he 
had been informed. The King had not been 
ingenuous, flie fufpeded, in his condudt towards 
her, and had conferred powers on Alva by 
which her authority as Regent was impaired. 
This (he coiifidered as a proof diat Philip ha^ 
fiftened ro the calumnies of her enemies, and 
did not repofe in her that truft and confidence 
which fh^ was confctous her zeal to promote his 
intcrcft had deferved, Sh^ judged that it woulcj 
be derogatory to her honour, to remain any 
longer in die Netherlands j and immediately 
applied for liberty to retire. After repeated fo- 
licitations, fhe at length obtained permiffion, 
and left Bruflels in the beginning of the year 
one thouiand five hundred and fixty-eight, 
much regretted by all the inhabitants of the 
Low Countries, and pardcularly by the Protef- 
tants, to whom her adminiftration appeared mild 
and gentle, when they compared it with that 
which they had reafon to expeft under their 
ptefent government*, 

^ Beadvoe^ aad Strada. 
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* VIII ^ After the departure of the dutchefs of Parma> 
Lj>.y>^-j the authority of Regent rem^ed entire in the 
Aiva^s^Ib- hands of Alva; .and by the royal mandate^ 
^S"" wWch he publifhcd, it appeared, that Philip 
had veftcd him with higher powers than had ever 
been beftowed on any former governor. They 
were much higher than as fovereign of the Low 
Countries he had a right to bcftow, and were 
utterly fubverfive of all the laws and' privileges 
which at his inauguration he had folemnly fworn 
to maintain. But before this time he had had 
rccQurfe to that method . of juftifying iniquity, of 
which the votaries of the Romi(h chprch have 
fo often availed themfelves ;. he had obtained 
from the Pope a d[ifpeniation from his oath^ 
and no longer diiguifed his intention to efta- 
blifli . a dcipotic government , in the Net;her* 
lands, on the ruins of the ancient conftitu^ 
tion. Befides the abfolute command of the 
army, Alva's commjffion bore, that the King 
had .conferred upon him the prefidency of the 
three councils, of ftatc, of juftice, and the 
finances ; with full power to puniih or to pardon 
qrimcs of every fort, as he ihould judge to be 
expedient. 

He began his adipiniftratipn v^ith publifh- 
ing a declaration, that a month ihould be al- 
lowed to the reformers for preparing to leave 
the country, without receiving- during that 

3 fpace 
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fpacc any trouble or moleftadon 5 and at die • ^^ ^ 
fame time he iffued fecrct orders to the inquifi'- v- -^■■J i 
tors to proceed immediately in the execution of '^^^' 
their e^fts with the utmoll rigour. 

To affift and cncotiragc thefe men in the ex- Thccoundi 
ercife of their office, he inftituted a new council^ 
to which he gave the name of the Council 
of Tumults, which he appointed to take cog- 
nizance of the late diforders, and to fcarch after 
and punifh all thofe who had been concerned, 
direAly or indireftly, in promoting them. This 
council confifted of twelve pcrfons, the greateft 
part of whom were Spaniards. The duke was 
the prefident himfelf, and in his abfence, Vargas, 
a Spaniih lawyer, diftinguiihed above all his 
countrymen by his avarice and cruelty ^ 

One of the firft deeds of this tribunal, which. Firftdcedor 
might well be called, as the Flemings termed ^^^ 
it, the Council of Blood, was to declare. That 
to have prefcnted, or fubfcribed, any petition 
againft the late ereftion of bifhoprics, or againft 
the ediifts or inquifirion, of to have permitted 
the exercife of the new religion under any pre- 
tence whatever 5 or to infinuate by word of 
mouth or writing, that the King has no right 
to abolilh thofe pretended privileges which have 

^ Brandt, p> 26o» 265 » 8cc. Van Meteren> lib. iii* 

been 
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*' vin ^ ^^^ ^^^ fourdc of fo much impiety, is irtdfoit 
c-v-'-,j againft the Kmg, and juftly merits thfe fevcreft 
^^^ punifliment he ihall be ^leafed to infltft ^. 

cution!'^" '^^^ governor had already ftationed his army 
hi fuch a manner as he thought would moft 
cfFeAtially feciire tlie execution of this cruel, 
toidiftihguiftiing refoiution of the council. In 
Antwerp he built a citadel, and compelled the 
inhabitants to defray the expence which this in- 
ftrumcnt of their own flavery had coft him. He 
began to build citadels in other places; and, 
in the mean time, he fpread his troops over the 
country in fuch formidable bodies, that tfce 
people, over whom they exercifed the moft op- 
preffive tyranny, cither forfook their habita- 
tions, or gave themfelvcs up to defpair. Above 
twenty thoufand perfons efcaped at this time 
into France, England, and the ?roteftant pro- 
vinces of Germany ^ Great numbers were pre- 
vented from flying, arid feized whilft they wecc' 
meditating flight by the cruel hand ofthe perfe- 
cutor. The innocent •were overwhelmed with 
horror at the fight of the dreadful purtilhments 
infiifted on the guilty ; ?nd lamented chat this 
orice flourifliing country, fo mueh diftinguifh- 
ed for the mildnefs of its government and the 
happinefs of its people, Ihould now ,prcfent na 

% Van Metercn, lib. iii. p. 66. 
' Brandt and Bentivoglio. 
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other objed to view, but confifcations, impri- ^ ^^ * 
fonmcnts, and blood ". 

There was no diftinftion made of age, fcx, 
or condition. P^rfons in their carlicft youth ; 
pcrfons worn out, and ready to fink under the 
infirmities of age j perfons of the higheft rank, 
as well as the lowcft of the people, on the fiighteft 
evidence, and fometimes even on bare fufpicion^ 
were alike facrificed to the rapacity and cruelty 
of the governor and his aflbciates* 

Although in the (pace of a few months cmityct 
upwards of eighteea hundred perfons fufiered ^^"^l^ 
by the hand of the executioner; yet the duke «9i- 
of Alva's thirft of blood was not fatiated. Prir- 
foncrs were not brought in fo faft, nor fciwd in 
fuch cbnfidcrable numbers, as he defired. The . 
time oif Carnival was approaching, when he 
expeftcd that he (hould ifind the reformers off 
their guard. They would then leave their 
Ikulking places, he fuppofed, and vifit thein 
families, while the Catholics were immerled in 
mirth and diflipation. On this occafion his 
ibldiers, accompanied by the inquifitors, like , 
fo many wolves, were let loofe among the Pro- 
teftantSi who were feized in the middle of the 
night in their beds, and from thence dragged to 
prifons and dungeons. 

« BeativogliOi p. 58^ 

Mamy 
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* via ^ Many who had been only once prefcnt at 
hmm^mm ^ thc Protcftant aflemblies> even although they 
*^^* declared their faith in the Catholic religion to 
be firm and un(haken, were hanged or drown- 
ed; while thofe who profeflcd themfelves to 
be Proteftants, or refufed to abjure their reli- 
gion, were put to thc rack, in order to make 
them difcovcr their aflbciates ; they were then 
dragged by horfes to the place of execution, 
and their bodies being committed to the flames, 
their fufFcringS were prolonged with ingenious 
cruelty* 

To prevent them from bearing teftimony, 
in the midft of their torments, to the truth of 
their profeflion, their executioners were not fa- 
tisfied with barely confining their tongues ; they 
firft fcorched them with a glowing iron, and 
then fcrewed them into a machine, coatrived 
on purpofe to produce the moft excruciating 
pain^"*. 

. It is fhocking to recount the ninnberleis in- 
ftances of inhuman cruelty perpetrated by Alva 
and his affociates, efpecially when *we confider 
that the unhappy vidims were not' thofe har- 
dened wrctche.s, who, by daring and bloody 
deeds, are guilty of violatijig the laws of na- 



» Brandt and Van Metcrcn, p. 69. 
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ture and humanity, but were gener^ly perfons ^ ^ ^' ^ 
of the moft inofFenfive charafters; who, having 
imbibed the hew opinions in religion, had too '^^^ 
much probity to. difguifc their fentimentsj or, 
at the worft, had been betrayed into indifcfe- 
tions by their zeal for propagating truths, 
which they believed to be of the higheft im- 
porteiice to the glory of God and the happinc is 
of men. 

Alva, communicated a great fhare of his 
favage fpirit to the inferior magiftrates; who 
knew that they could not recommend them- 
felves more efFeftually either to the King or to 
the governor, than by the exercife of rigour 
and fe verity. Several of tiem, however, whofc 
humanity prevailed over the confiderations o£ 
(afety and intereft, were induced, to give the: 
Proteftants timely warning to withdraw, gven 
the members of the . bloody council began to 
feel their hearts revolt againft the reiterated in- 
fiances of cruelty,' to which their fanftion was 
required. Some of them applied for difmif- 
fion; others had the courage to abfent them- 
-fclves } and out of the twelve, of which the 
Qouncil was compofed, there were feldom above 
three or four prcfcnt K 

About 

• This appears frpm thoi fentcnces which they pailed. 
Many of thefe were fubfcribed only by two or three ; as that* 
forinftanqe, againil Anthony Van Stralen, which was figned 

only 
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• via ^ About this rime Ac magiftratcs of* Antwerp, 
V— ^r'^^^ whofe behaviour from the beginning (^Alva's 
Aiv/sty. adminiftration had been extremeljr obfequious, 
2^^y^*^ thought they might venture to interpofe in fa- 
vour of certain citizens whom the inqiufitors 
had imprifbned. Their perition was conceived 
in the humblefl: terms i and they repreiented^ 
that although die perfons for whom they plead* 
ed, had been prefent two or three times in the 
Proteftant aflemblies, yet* it was only curiofity 
that led them thither j they were ftill true fons 
of the church, and faithful fubjeds to the King ; 
and they had remained in the country till the 
time of their imprifonnjent, on the faith of the 
declaration which the governor had made, that 
they ihould not receive any difturbance on ac- 
count of what had pafled, till the expiration of a 
month after his arrival in the Netherlands. 

To this petition Alva haughtily replied. 
That he was amazed at their folly in prcfum- 
ing to apply to him in behalf of heretics -, and 
they fhould have reafon, he added, to repent 
bitterly of their conduft, if they did not a& 

more prudently in future i for they might reft 

• 
only by Vargas and two others. Except duxbg the fir^ 
two or three months^ Alva feldom attended^ but all the fen- 
tences were dilated by him ; and his prefence was rendered 
nnecefiary by the aAive and onreleati&g craeky of Vargas. 
Griaefto&e. 

aflurec], 
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aflbred, thalt he would hang them all, for an ^ y^^.^ 
example to deter others from the like prc^r v -^" < -^ 
fumpcion '. *^^5' 

Notwithstanding this, fome of the Ca- 
tholic nobility, and Viglius, who had forniicrlf 
concurred in all the arbitrary meafures of Graa- 
velle, but whofe heart melted at the prefcnt ' 
mifery of his countrymen, had the courage tQ 
remonftrate to the King againft the governor's 
barbarity. Even the Pope exhorted him tQ 
greater moderation. Philip, however, refufed 
to countermand the orders which he had given, 
till he fhould hear from Vargas j who advifcd 
him to perfevere in the plan which he had 
adopted, afiured him of it» fucceis, and at the 
lame time flattered him with the hopes of an in- 
exhauftible fund of wealth that would arife from 
i:oa{ifcation. Vargas being fecondcd by the ia^ 
quUitors at Madrid, Philip lent a deaf ear to the 
remonftrance which had been made to him> .and 
the perfecutions were continued with the fame 
uAtei^^iting fury as before ^. , 

The peoflit of the Netherlands were con- Hiftoryof^ 
iirn^d in their defpair of obtaining mercy from ^ 
phiUp, by the accounts tranfmitted ta them at 
this time from Spaing of his cruel treatment 

9 firaiidt, p. 265. ^ Jr^dt. Jbuanus, c« xliii. p. 9, 

IS of 
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* vi? ^ of his fon Don Carlos. Various relations are 
<^-y— ii given of that tragical and myfterious affair by 
'^^' the cotemporary hiftorians; but the follow- 
ing appears the moft confiftent and probable. 
This young prince had from his earlieft youth 
been noted for the impetuofity and violence of 
I his temper ; and though he never gave reafon 
to think favourably of his underftanding, or his 
capacity for government, he had difcovered the 
moft intemperate ambition to be admitted by 
his father to a ihare in the adminiftradon of his 
dominions. Philip, whether from jealoufy, or 
a conviftion of his fon's unfitnefs for ^ny im- 
portant truft, refufed to gratify his ambition, 
and behaved towards him with diftance and re* 
ferve ; while he gave all his confidence to the 
duke of Alva, Ruy Gomez de Sylva, and the 
prefidcnt Spinofa, againft whom Don Carlos, 
partly on this account, and pardy becaufe he 
conlidered them as fpies upon his conduA, had 
conceived the moft irreconcilable averfion. In 
this difpofuion he did not fcruple, on different 
occafions, to cenfure the meafures of his fa- 
ther's government, and particularly thofe which 
had been adopted in the Netherlands. He had 
Sometimes exprefTed his compaflion for the peo- 
ple there j had threatened die duke of AIva» 
and even made an attempt upon his life, for 
accepting the government i had .been filipeded 
of holding fecret interviews with the marquis 

of 
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of Mens and the baron d? Montigny j and had ® ^^ ^ 
afterwards formed the defign of retiring into the v, ^^^-.ii 
Netherlands, with an intention to put himfclf at '^^^* 
the head of the malcontents. 

Of this defign intelligence was carried by 1^^$^ 
ibme of the courtiers to the King ; who, after 
having confulted with the inqjuifitors at Madrid, 
as he ufually did in matters of great importance 
and difficulty, refolved to prevent the prince 
from putting his fcheme in execution, by de* 
priving him of his liberty. For this purpofe 
he went into his chamber in the middle of the 
night, attended by fome of his privy^coun&K 
tors and guards; and, after reproaching him 
with his undutiful behaviour, told him that he 
had come to exercife his paternal corredton and 
chaftifement. Then having difmifled all his 
attendants, he commanded him to be clothed 
in a dark-coloured mourning drefsj^ and ap-^ 
pointed guards to Watch over him,^aiid to con- 
fine him to his chamber* The hidij-ipirited 
young prince was extremely (hocked.; at fuch 
xinworthy treatment, and prayed his father and 
his at^ndants to put an immediate end to his 
life. He threw himfclf headlong mto the fire^ 
and would have put an end to his life had he 
not been prevented by the guards. During 
his confinement, his defpair and angu^ih rofe to 
a degree of &enzy. He would && fomcQmca 

Vol. I, X for 
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B vin ^ ^^ whole days together, then cat vontcioufly, 
v ^—^-^ and endeavour to choke hvm&lf by fwallowing 
^^^' his vitShiab Without chewing. Several princes 
interceded for his rcleafe, as did many of the 
principal Spanifh nobles* But the father was 
relentlefs and inexorable. After fix months 
imprifonment, he caufcd the inquifition of 
Madrid to pafs fentence againft his fon, and 
under the cover of that fentence, ordered poi- 
fbn to be given him, which in a few hours put 
a period to his rtiiferable life, at the age of 
twenty-three'. 

fffchirf/. PftiLip had, btforfc this tinie, given a proof 
of the cruelty of his difpofitionj when, as abov^ 
related, he chofe to be prfefeht at the execution 
of his Proteffant fobjefts in Spiun. His fingu- 
lar cond\ift on that occafibn, and the compo- 
fur? with which he beheld the torments of the 
unhappy fofferers, were afcnbed by foitac to 
the power df fupcrflirion j Whttt they were re- 
garded by others, as the tnoft convincmg evi- 
dence of the fincerity of his zeal foi- the true 
iti%ion; But his fevcrity towards his fbn did 
not admit of any fuch interpretation. It was 
confidertd by aH the world as. a proof that his 
heart was dc:ad to the fthtiments ofnaturd af- 
fedion and.1iumahitys'«iuid his fubjeCts were 

^ ' Compare Thaantei, 1ft. xUtt. ^yrSL vA^Stt^, b\* 

fvery 
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€ V€iy where filled with dftonilhnient. It ftruck 
terror in a particuUif manner into the inhabitants 
yyf the Low Counti-ics ; who law how vain it '^* • 
was to expect mercy from a prince, who had fo 
obftinatcly refafed to exercife it towards his own 
fon; whofe only crime, they believed, was his 
attachment to them, and his compaflion for tbcir 
calamities.. 

This unhappy people had no rclburce left ^^^^J^ 
but fc the wifdom, public fpirit, and extcnfive c*t«j t© 
influence of the prmce of Orange, Soon after triat 
the duke of Alva's arrival in the Netherlands, 
Williani had been cited to appear before him s 
and a declaration had been publilhed by Alva, ijl 
the name of die King, that in cafe of his ap- 
pearance, the utmoft lenity would be fticwn hinj. ; 
But the prince was too fagacious to be * caught 
in this fnare. He refufed to obey the cita- 
tion, and afligned the following rcafons for his 
refufal. 

*^ The citation was of fuch a iiature^*' he *^f 1^^^ 
laid, ** that the duke of Alva could hot ex- . ' -^ 
pc£t his compliance with it. It was contrary 
in feverd re^eds tg the fundamental . laws of 
the Netherlands i the time allowed him to make 
his appearanceVas not what the laws prefcribedi 
and was fo fhort^ that, confidering his diftance 
irom the pTace of trial; it* was utterly ipipoffi- 
X 2 . blc 
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* viu * ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^ appear on the day appointed 
^K^^^ ^ Th« duke of Alva was a judge^ wjiofe authority 
•*^^** he muft on every account decline y Gnce, as aJ' 
, Knight of the Golden Fleece, he could be 
judged only by his peers; and> as an inhabitantr 
of Brabant, by his fellow-citizens. It .was a 
breach of his privileges to comrtit the power of 
judging him to a perfon who was qualified in 
neither of thefe rcfpefts ; and when injuftice was 
. done him in the very nomination of his judge, 
he had litdc rcafon to hope for juftice in the de- 
cifion of his caufc ; cfpecially when he confi- 
dercd, that the duke of Alva had long been his 
pcrlbnal enemy, and had lately, without hearing 
what he had to fay in his defence, proceeded on 
the fuppofition of his being guilty, and had 
feized violently, and fent to Spain, his fon the 
nidtT*^' tount of Buren, Who was puriuing his ftudies 
6j)fiiiiu in the univerfity of Louvains trufting for the 
fccurity of his perfon, to his unqueftionable in- 
nocence, and the privileges of the placd where he 
refided." 

itodTfc^^S ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^'^^^ ^^^ prince of Orange, 
the earls of Hoogftraten and Culemberg, and 
feveral other iioblemen, were cited to anfwcr 
for their condudl; and, as foon as the ihort 
term allowed to them for makings their appear* 
ance was expired, Alva p^pnounced fenJe;ice 
^ainft them, and confifcatfid th^ f^Sefts. He 
. ^ ' * ord^trgd 
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ordered the houfe of count Culemberg in BruC- * ^ o k 
fels to be pulled down, bccaufe the confederates *— ^>^ 
had fometifnes held their aflemblies in it; and ^^^^' . 
he declared all the eftates of the prinire of 
Orange, who (befides his principality in the 
kingdom of France) poffeflcd feveral in the 
Low Countries, and Ibme of great ejctent in 
Burgundy, to be forfeited to the King j a con- 
liderable (hare of the profits of which, if w€ may 
trredit fome hiftorians, he either applied to his 
own ufe, or beftowed on the numerous infor^men 
. whom he employed, i !• 

' The prince of Orange was too well acquaint- Hcempioyt 
cd with Philip's inflexible temper, to expeft ^m^^^'of 
that any confideration or influence would pre- ^^'^^ni- 
vail with him to redrefs his grievances; yet, 
that he might more clearly evince to the world 
the neccflity which he lay under of having re- 
courfe to arms, he fent to the Emperor Maxi- 
milian, a particular account of the treatment 
which \\t himfclf had received, and of the 
cruelty which the duke of Alva was exercifing 
againft <iie people of the Netherlands ; and in- 
treated him to employ his good offices in his 
and their behalf. Maximilian, a prince en- 
tirely oppofite in charaftcr to Philip, readily 
complied with this requefl:. To give his in- 
jcrceflion th^ greater weight, he made choice 
pf his brother Charles of Auilria for his am- 
X3 bafl&dori 
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» ^^ ^ baflador ; and inftruftcd him to rcprcfent, that ki 

u>-»*>i^ his opimqn, and that of aU the princes in Ger- 

*^^ snany^ the prefent conduft of the duke of Alva 

in the Low Countries was no lefs impolidc than 

rigid and ievere, 

KUip*» re. ^ ' Philip's aofwer to this remonftrance was fuch 

* totljc 



as from his well-known character there was rea- 
ion to exped. The leverides which had been 
employed^ he faid^ had not yet been found fuf- 
iicient to reprefs the pride and infolence of his 
Flemifli fubjedb ; and he hoped the Eniperor 
would take care not to permit any troops to be 
mifed agsunft him in Germany by the prince of 
Orange and bis aflbciates*. 
' ' •' 

60 haughty an anfwer^ given to a prince of 
the firft rank in Europe^ who was Philip's near 
rdadon, dcmonftrated that it would be vain and 
ineffedtual to make ^ny farther attempt to divert 
him from his purpoie. It contributed likewife 
to alienate Maximilian from his intereft^ and 
thereby facilitated the levies which were foon 
afterwards made in Germany for carrying on 
the wan 

So£^ Thje prina of Orange^ who for feveral 
jKtpares fipr months paft had been folicited by the Flemiih 
citfiewc, exiles to take up arrns^ would willingly have 

■ PoTcras, 1568. 

deferred 
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deferred complying with their reqpeft, in ex- * ^^g 1^ 
peftation of a mpre conveniep( feafon, when .cgyw-^g ^ 
Philip might be iavolvcjd in war. with fome of -^^^' 
die neighbouring nations, and have if kfs in hi« 
power to beftow att3cntion on the .Netherlands* ... . 
But the impatience' of the exiles tp return home, 
the great^ additions which the.perfecudons had 
ijuuiq (o their numbers, and his dre^d that 
Alva, were he fuffercd to proceed^ would efta- 
blilh his power on toq firm a foijndadon to be 
fhakcn by any force which could be brought 
againft it; all thefe confidcnitions concurred in - 
determining him immediately to begin his pre- 
parations* 

In order to raife money, he fold his jewels, 
plate, and furniture. His brother, Count John 
of Naffau, (upplicd him with a confiderable fum, 
and he received contributions from the Flemifh 
exiles in London, Embden, Clevcs,' and other 
places, where they had taken Iheker. 

He was aware how unable the inhabitants pf hw hopw 
the Netherlands were, to jrejQft the arms of Sncc' ' 
Spain, unlefs fupported by fome foreign power. 
Philip was not, however, near fo formidable zt 
this time as during the life of Mary Queen of 
England, who knew no other law but her huf- 
band's will, and never &rupled to ifacrifice the 
intermits of her people to his ambition. H^ 
Mary been ftill alive, and Philip in poflfeffion of 
X 4 his 
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hk former influence over the Englifh councils, 
the inhabitants of the Netherlands would have 
'^^*' flxuggled for dieir liberties in vain. It was for- 
tunate for diem, that the princefs who fat now 
fm the upon the throne of England was led, both by in* 
^^l clination and intereft, to adopt a fyftem of poli- 
tics entirely contrary to that of Mary. For as 
Elizabeth had eftabliftied the Proteftant religion 
in her own dominions, ihe had before this time 
ihewn herfelf determined to fupport the Protcf- 
tants of the neighbouring kingdoms. She had 
interefted herfelf deeply in the civil wars of 
France, in favour of the Calvinifts, whilft Philip 
gave afliftance to the oppofite party. And fhe 
prince of Orange had re^fon to enteitain the 
moft fanguinc hopes, that flic would not remain 
an idle . Ipedatpr of what was paffipg in the 
Netherlands. 

He had conceived expcftations likewife of 
, obtaining fuccour from the French Proteftants ; 
and with this view had communicated all his 
mealurcs to their leaders, the prince of Conde 
and the admiral de Coligny. But his chi^f 
dependency was upon the Proteftant princes of 
Germany, whom^ ever fince he left the Ne- 
therlands, he had ftrenuoufly endeavoured to 
perfuade, that if they did not exert them- 
felves with vigour, the liberdes of the Ne- 
therlands would foon be entirely fuppreflcd; 
fl|)d the trading dries, with the prof{)erity ef 

which 
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which the intereft of the higher provinces of * o * 
Germany was infcparably connefted, would be 
changed into ftrong holds, filled with Spa- 
nifh troops, which the duke of Alva, as foon as 
his purpofes in the Low Countries were accom« 
plilhed, would not fail to employ againft the 
neighbouring powers. 



Prompted by thefe motives, and by zeal fgr awi 
their religion, the count palatine of ;he Rhine, ^^S? 
the duke of Wirtemberg, the .Landgrave of 
Hefle, and feveral other princes, refojvcd to 
fupport William in his intended armament ^ and 
accordingly they furnifhed him with confider- 
able fupplics of money, promifcd him more, 
and aflifted him in levying troops within their 
rclpeftive territories. 

Whilst the prince was employed in making 
levies in Clcves, Juliers, and other countries 
adjoining to Brabant and Guclderland, his bro- 
ther, count Lewis, was no lefs adtive in raifing cmiot 
forces in the more northern parts of Germany, 
and in gathering together the Flemilh exiles. 



tcwa* 



Count Lewis was much fooner ready to take arrivwiritfc 
the field than his brother, and he began his S?e kS^I?. 
march in the end of April or beginning of May. ^^» 
Jie refolved firft to make an attempt on Gro^ 
pingeni apd for ^his purpofe he pitched his 

camp 
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» o OK camp in fuch a fituation, that whilft he cut off 
^ ^ uf that city from all correfpondcnce with the 
**^^ neighbouring country, fie kept a communication 
open with his friends in Germany. 

jainsavic The dukc of Alva fcnt count Aremberg, an 
th7s7^- oiRcer of confidcrable reputation, to oppofe 
*^ him; and ordered count Megen, governor of 

Gueiderland and Zutphen, to march as ibon as 
poffible to count Aremberg's afliftance, with 4 
regiment of German infantry that w^s under his 
command. Upon Aremberg's approach, Lewis 
drew off his army to a ftill more advantageous 
fituation; and encamped on a rifing ground 
with a large morais in front. 

The Spaniards gave at this time a ftr iking 
proof of that ferocity and infolence which they 
afterwards difcovered on numberlefs occafions, 
during the courfe of the prefcnt war. Having 
conceived the moft contemptible opinion of the 
enemy, they were fired with impatience to cn- 
- gage, and as foon as they came in fight de- 
manded the fignal of battle.. ^ Aremberg en- 
* , , deavoured to refl:rain their ardour, by reprefent- 
ing that the enemy were fo ftrongly polled, and 
fo much fuperior in number, that it would be 
impoflible to -attack them vith fuccefs till count 
^egcn fhould arrive. But the Spaniards were 
not dilpofed either to regard his opinion, or to 
1 1 refpcdt 
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«fpca his authority. They leprqached him » ^^^ 
with infidelity to th^ King, and accufed him of w-yi^i 
cowardice a4^ ignorance of^thc art of wan *^* 
Arcmbcrg haji not fufficiont ftrength of mind 
to defpifc their reproaches. Inflamed with in- 
dignation at their unworthy treatment of him, 
•« Let us march/* iaid he, " not to conquer, . 
but to be overcopie 9 and not by,4ixe arms of 
the enemy, but by the nature of the plate.^ 
We fhall be buried in the mud and water be- 
fore we can reach the enemy 5 but it will fooa 
appear, whether I am wanting either in cou- 
rage or in fidelity to the King/' Spying this, 
he gave orders to advance. The Spaniards 
were in the front, the Germans in the rear, and 
the cavalry were diftributed in diSerenr places 
as the ground would permit. Lewis rejoiced 
when he iaw them approaching towards hiam 
He had placed his cavalry, under the command 
of his brother count Adolphus of NafEui, on the -^ 
right. On the left, his main army was covered 
by a hiil, on which he had planted a (broQg 
land of mulkctecrs. Behind him there was a 
little wood and the walls of a convent 1 and in 
his front, the moiais above mentioned, which 
was almoft impa0ahle> Yet the Spaniards en- 
tered it without hefitadon, and continued to 
advance till they were within reach of the ene- 
my's fire. They came to be fenfible of their 
fclly when it was too late. Thofe who had 

firft 
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• vin ^ ^^ entered ^cre prevented from returning by 
U i-v-^ thofe who followed^ and the farther they ad- 
''^^' vanced, they weft the more expofed to the 
enemy's fhot^ and the more entangled in the 
mud. When they were in this fittiation, Lewis 
attacked them vigoroufly in front, while his 
brother bro|ce in upon their flank with the ca- 
valry. They were cut to pieces almofl: with^ 
out refiflrance. Six hundred Spaniards were 
killed. The Germans furrendered at difcre- 
tion, and were difmiflcd, after talking an oath 
that they would never more carry arms for the 
duke of Alva. Count Aremberg, finding no 
room to aft as general, was obliged to content 
himfclf with performing the duty of a common 
foldier; and he and count Adolphus ruihiog 
furioufly againft one another, fell each of them 
by the othcr"s fword. The Spaniards loft their 
artillery, baggage, and military cheft* The 
batde wa? fcarcely ended when count Megen 
arrived, with fo ftrong a body of troops as would 
have been fufficient, if they had advanced in 
time, to have changed the fortune of the day. 
But they were not able alone to &ce die enemy. 
And therefore Megen found it neceilkry to 
take flieltcr m Groningcn, where he coUed- 
ed the fcattered remains of the conquered 
army ^ 

* Sentivoglioj p, 67, &€•. 
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The news of this defeat ^ffcdcd She duke of ^^^^ 
Alva in the moft fenfible manner. He knew y :i^^^^^ ^ 
of how much confcqucncc it was to any caufe xwa's iii. 
that the firft enterprize fhould be attended with g^J^j;^^ 
focccfs. He confidered that Lewis had but juft «<»• 
entered the Low Countries when he had gain- 
ed a fignal viflory, and that the prince of 
Orange was ready to begin his march with a 
ftill more formidable army than that of Lewis. 
The neighbouring powers, he doubted' nof, 
would be animated by what had happened, to 
grant the prince thofc fupplies which they had 
promifcd him^ and the Flemings would be 
Icfs afraid to declare in his favour. On thefe 
accounts he would Jiave marched ijmmediately 
into Fricfland with his whole army, in order to 
cut oJQf or fcatter the troops under Lewis before 
his brother fhould arrive. But he thought* it The trial of 
neceflary before he fet out, to difpatch the trial E^^^it^^ 
of ti^e counts Egmont and Horn, and fomc "*^ 
other lords, whom at his firft coming into the 
Netherlands he had thrown into prifon. Some 
of his friends endeavoured to divert him from. 
his purpofe, by reprefenting that the prifoners 
w^re fo ^lany pledges ii\ his hands for the. 
f)eaceable behaviour of their adherents; and 
that putting them to death would only ferve to 
embitter the refentment of the people, and 
xnake them receive the prince of Orange with 
cptn arms.. He ftill^ however, pcrfiftcd in his 

rcfolution, ' 
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rcfolution, prompted, if we may believe fomc 
hiftorians, by the apprehenfibn diat, during 
his abfcncci the people might take tip arms, and 
relcale the prifoners. But, if we may credit 
others, he was influenced rather by revenge 
than prudence, and could no longier rcftrain his 
fury, which Was inflamed at this time by the 
lofs which his army had fuftaincd in die ktc 
engagement. 

In one day he ordered eighteen perlbns of 
fank, whom the Council of Tumults had pro- 
nounced guilty of fubfcribing the compromife, 
or of prefenting rcmonftrances to the dutchels 
of Parma, to be put to death. Such of them 
as died Catholics were beheaded, and the reft 
<iecre committed to the flames. Cafembrot, 
riie lord of Beckerzel, count Egmont's fecre- 
tary, who had been condemned for figning t;hc 
compromife, was tortured in the moft barbarous 
manner, to make him accufe his friend and 
mafter ; and when it appeared that his exhaufted 
body was ready to- fink tinder the torments 
which he fuffcrcd, Alva, enraged that nothing 
had been extorted from Ivm which could juftiiy 
the condemnation of the count, gave orders that 
he fliould be drawn afunder by horfes \ Hif- 
tory fcarcely furnifhes an inftance of fo cruel 

* GrioieAoQe and BedtivQ^o. 
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a punilhment infiidcd for fo flight an of- • ^^ ^ 
fence. u>. ..yJ, Jr 

/ X54S. 

Such was the prelude to the trial of the counts 
Horn and Egmont, which followed inimcdiatcly 
after what has been juft now related. 

Although the conduft both of Philip and 
tJie duke of Alva, in the Netherlands, and par-* 
ticularly their treatment of thefe two noblemen, 
had been an open violation of the lawsi yet it 
was thought neceflary to employ the farce of a 
foritial trial before the Icntence of condemna- 
tion was pronounced. This was intended to 
Icfltn the odium which might arile from putting 
to death two fuch illuftrious perfons, who wert 
fo exceedingly beloved by the people, and had 
diftinguiflied themfelves fo highly in the fervicc 
of the King. But it was accompanied with thi 
contrary cfFcft. It afforded the *two counts an 
opportunity of placing their innocence in the 
cleareft light, and furniflied the ^orld with the 
Ihioft convincing evidence of Philip's lawleft 
tyranny and oppreffion. 

The generall charge againft them was, that, ne 
in conjunftion with the prince of Orange, they JSSf 
had formed a plan to aboliCh the King's autho- 
tky in the Netherlands ; and the proofs of this 
charge were, firftj Tha^ by their contumelious^ 

treatment 
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treatment of cardinal Granvclle, they had obliged 
the King, contrary to his inclination, to remove 
*^^ that prelate from the Low Countries. 

4. That they were privy to the confederacy 
which had been formed to oppofe the intro- 
duftion of the inquifition and edidls; and al- 
though count Egmont knew that the lord of 
B^ckcrzcl had fubfcribed the compromife, he 
had Hill retained him in his fervice; 

3. That they had met at Dendremondc, 
with the prince of Orange, courtt Lewis of 
KaiTau, and ieveral others, to deliberate about 
oppofing the entrance of the King's army into 
the Netherlands* And> 

4. That, inftead ofpunilhing heretics with 
due fcverity, they had in fome places granted 
them liberty openly to celebrate their religious* 
aflemblies. 



rs. 



TMr4t- In anfwer to thefe acgu&tions, the two \6td^ 
after proteiling that, as knights of the Golden 
Fleece, they could not be tried by any othct 
judges but the knights of their order^ began 
with declaring, that they had never entertained 
a thought to the prejudice of the King's audio* 
lity; and that when they urged the King lx> 
remove cardinal Granvclle from the Nether^ 
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innds, they believed, and were ftill pcrfuaded,^ ® ^^^ ^ 
that his removal was equally calculated to pro- ^r v -**^ 
mote the intcrcft of the King and of the pro- '^ ^' 
vinces. Although they knew of the confede- 
racy, they had neither any concern in it, nor 
power fufficient to prevent it; and count Eg- 
inont bad continued to employ the lord of Bick- 
crzcl, after knowing that he had figried the 
compromife, from a conviftion thai he was ftill * 
un(haken in his fidelity to the church and to 
the King ; of which that nobleman gave after- 
wards the ftrongeft proof, by exerting hin;ifclfi 
with great a£livity, in detecting and punifhing 
the violators of the churches. They had in- 
deed been prefent at a conference in Dendre- 
monde, where count Lewis of Naflau had pro- 
pofed that they fliotild unite their endeavours 
to prevent the entrance of the Spanilh troops ; 
but, inftead of affcnting to that propofal, they 
had difapproved and oppofed it. They had 
done every thing in their power for the fup- 
preflion of herefy; they had mide diligent 
fearch for the rioters, and punifhed many of 
them with great feverityj and although they 
had in fome places granted the Proteftants li- 
berty to hold their religious aflemblies, yet they 
had done fo bccaufe they could not otherwifc 
have prevented the demolition of the churches, 
befides many other mifchievous efFefts, which 
there was the ftrongeft reafon tp apprehend 
Vot.I- Y froni 
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^ vru ^ ^^^^ ^^ cnthufiaftic rage of the reformers. At 
^--y~^ the worft, they had been guilty only of an error 
'^ ' in judgment. They had lived, and would di«, 
in the belief and praftice of the Catholic reli- 
gion. And as they had not been wanting in 
their duty to the church j fo they had lately 
given incontcftible evidence of their devotion 
to the King, by taking cheerfully, at the dw- 
chefs of Parma's defire", an oath to obey the 
King in every thing j and to regard, as enemies 
to the State, all thofe whom he fhould be pfeafcd 
to condemn. 

interccf. While thc prifoncrs offered thcfc fatisfaftwy 

uTAir ^*^ defences of their conduft, thc moft carncft folici- 
tatjons were employed in their bchalfl 

The Emperor Maximilian, agreeably to the 
humanity of his charafter, interceded with Philip 
in their favour, and flattered himfelf fo ftrongly 
with the hopes of fuccefs, that, a few days be- 
fore their execution, he fent to inform the 
countefsof Egmont, that her fears for her huf* 
band's life would, he now believed^ be happily 
difappointed. 

Th£ dutchefs of Parma too, who had never 
fufpedled that the complaints which file had made 
againft the prifoners during her regency, would 
have been attended with fpch ferious conle- 

fjuences. 
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qucrtcts;tranfmitttd to the King, and feconded, ^ ^^^ ^ 
a petition from tjic qouAtefs of Egmont ; in ^ - ^ y - ^ 
wHch, after -reprcfenting that her hulband had Lettlfof 
diftingviifced himfelf aljove his equals, firft in '^^^^, 
the fervice of the late Emperor, and fince in that 
of the King ; and that he had often borne a prin- 
' cipal iharc in their wars and viftories both in 
Europe and Africa; fhe concluded with intreat* 
ing, that if, notwithftanding her hufband's de^ 
fence of his conduft, he ftK)uld ftill be found ob- 
noxious to juftice 5 yet, on account of his former 
fcrvices, the King would remember him with 
mercy, and take into confideration the deplorable 
fituation to which flic, and hcrtlcven helplefi 
children, would be reduced, by the ignominious 
death of her htiflband. 

BvT Philip, curfed with the moft unfeeling 
heart, remained relentlefs and inflexible; and> 
conformably t<^ his orders, Alva pronounced 
fentence of death both againft count Egmont 
and count Horn, in the beginning of June one • 
thoufahd five hundred and fixty-cight, after 
they had fuffcred near nine months imprifon* 
ment. ' The fentence was intimated to them ia 
the middle of the night, when they were in 
bed, by the bifcpp of Ipres. They received 
the intelligence with becoming fortitude and 
refignation. *^ I am not confcious," faid count 
JEgmoBt, «* of having deferved fuch hard ufagc 
Ya from 
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from the King, whofe glory and intcreft I have 
finccrcly ftudied to promote. But I will fub- 
mit to my fate with patience j although my 
heart bleeds when I think on my wife and 
children.'* 



L'tter of 
count Eg- 
mont to ■ • 
Philip. . 



June 5th, 
1568. 



The execu- 
tion. 



A FEW hours before his death he wrote to the 
King, "That although it had pleafcd him to 
order fentence of death to be pronounced againft 
him as a traitor^ and an abettor of heretics i yet 
in juftice to himfelf he muft declare^ that he had 
never failed, in word or in deed> in his duty 
.cither to him or to the church. . I cannot there- 
fore doubt (g#ntinued he) that when you (hall 
receive true information of what has paffed in 
the Low Countries, you will be fenlible how 
unjuftly I have been ufed; having been con- 
demned fordoing what I never did or intended i 
and for the truth of this, I call Almighty God to 
witnefsi before whom I (hall foon appear* My 
laft and only requeft is, that on account of my 
former fcrvices, and the integri^ of my in- 
tentions, you will take compaffion on my 
unhappy wife and children;' in the hopes of 
which I will patiently fubmit to the execu- 
tion of the fentence. which has been paiTed 
againft me"." 

Both prifoners had, a few days before, been 
brought from Ghent to Bruflcls. Coiint Eg- 



* Str^a, &c. 
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mont was firft conduced to the place of ex- ^ ^^^^ ^ 
edition, with Julio Romero, camp marlhal, on u^^^,^ 
one hand, and the bifbop of Iprcs on the other, '^^^* 
The fcaffold wa$ covered with black cloth, and 
furrounded by a ftrong guard, cpnfifting of 
nineteen companies of foldiers. The count 
went up to the fcafibld accompanied only by 
the biihop 6f Ipres ; with whom, having dif* 
courfed fomc time (on what fubjeft we are not 
told), he kneeled down and prayed i then rofe 
again, and throwing off his robe, he wrapped 
his head and face in a handkerchief^ and again 
kneeling down, with his hands joined, he in 
that pofture received the ftroke of the cwcu^ 
tionen 

. The head and body, and the blood which 
flowed from them, were covered with a black 
cloth, to hide them frond the view of count 
Horn J who was foon after brought thither, ac>.- 
companied by the ftme attendants. Having 
afcended the fcaffold, he enquired whether 
count Egmont was already beheaded 5 and be- 
ing told that he was, " We have not fcen one 
another,'' faid he, " fince the day when we were 
caft into prifon. But from our fate, my friends," 
addrelTing himfelf to the Ipeftators, " learn to 
know the meafure of obedience required by 
your fuperiors. If I have ever offended any of 
you, I nQW afk forgivencfs, and bcfecchF you to 

y 3 ^ffift 
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^ vin ^ *^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ prayers." Then having 
w-vw difrobed himfelf^ he fubmitted to his face wtdi 
'5^^ pcrfc£t compofure and tranquillity. 

The heads were fetup oppofitc to each other, 
on two iron poles, fkfliened to the fides of the 
fcaffpld ; vhere they remained till the afternoon, 
when they were taken down and delivered, to* 
gether with the bodies^ to the friends of the 
deccafed*. 

The unmerited death of thefe two great men 
excited univcrfal gfief and indignation. Nor 
could the Ipeftators be deterred, by the nu- 
fnerous troops which furrounded them,, ftom 
teftifying their rcfentment. Many of them, 
^rgetting the danger to which they catpofcd 
themfelves, mlhed forward to the fcafibld, dipt 
their handkerchiefs in tiie blood, sind: vowed, 
in the hearing of the Spaniards, that ere long 
the governor and his aflbciates fhould have 
reafon to repent of the cruel murder that had 
been committed'. 

f^tE*^.**^ Count Egmont was foity-flx years of ag? 

moot when he fuffcred. To the moft fplendid bodily 
accomplilhmcnt^, he joined' great gendenefs 
of manners, and the moit engaging afiability. 

>Strada» 1 Bcntifoglk>« 

From 
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From his youth he had - accompanic<^ the late ^ ^^^ ^ 
Emperor in his military expeditions, and had on u— y — ^ 
all occafions acquitted himfelf with the higheft '^ ^' 
honour, while at the fame time he rendered 
himfelf univerfally beloved. Of the two vido- 
ries which Philip's armies gained over the 
French at St. C^intin and Gravelines, it is al- 
lowed that the one was owing in a great mca^ 
furc, and the other entirely, to count Egmont* 
As all men were acquainted with the advantages 
which Philip derived from thefe viftories, they 
were fhocked at the ungrateful return which he 
now made to the perfon by whofe valour aii4 
conduft they had been obtained** 

After this difmil cataftrophe, Alva having Aiva 
nothing to prevent him from turning his whole T^^^ 
attention to the war with count Lewis of Naf- ^^^ 
fau, ordered bridges to be thrown over the 
Maefe, the Rhine, and the Iffel, and marched 
dineftly to the enemy. He ^cached Daventerj, 
where he had given orders fpr feveral bodies 
of troops to meet him about the middle of July j 
and in a few days after, he arrived with his 

' At tbc fame tiine that what is above related was tranr- 
^£ted at Brui&ls^ orders were given at Madrid for putting to 
death the baron of Montignyji brother to count Horn, who 
had been fent by the dutchefs of Parma along with the mar- 
quis Mons (who died fome months before), to prefent the pe* 
tiuon Qf the confederates; Bentivoglio. 

y 4 whole. 
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^ vin ^ ^^^'^ army, confifting of twelve thoufand foot 
V-rv — >^ and three thoufand horfe, in fight of the cnc- 
'^^^* my's camp. 

The army of count Lewis being much infcr 
rior both in difciplinc and number, that general 
quickly perceived the neceffity of quitting his 
prefent fituation. He retired, however, in 
good order, and with very litdc lofs, till he 
arrived at the town of Gemmingcn, where he 
pitched his camp in a place that appeared air 
moft impregnable. Behind him lay the village 
Df Gemmingen j on his left, the river Ems, by 
which he could be^ fupplied with provifions from 
Embden, and other places; and on his right, 
a plain which he fortified with trenches and re- 
doubts; but that which formed the chief 
ftrength of his fituation was, that the enemy 
could not approach him but by marching in 
defile along the dyke of the riven This dyke 
was ten miles in length, with ihe river on the 
one fide, and a morafs on the other. Having 
planted a battery of cannon upon it, Lewis in- 
tended to open the dyke, ai^d lay the morals 
under water. And in this encampment, he 
hoped it would not be dijfficult for him to keep 
the enemy at bay, till his brother flioiild begin 
his operations; when he did not doubt that 
the duke of Alva would find it neceflary to 
retire. 

Alva 
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Alva was aware of Lewis's intention, and ^ ^j^ ^ 
of the danger with which any confiderable de- v ->>^.-# 
lay muft be attended. With the utmoft expcdi- and dcfcau 
tion he brought forward his beft veteran troops, ^®* 
and arrived at the very time when the Fle- 
mings were beginning to break down the dyke. 
Count Lewis and the other nobility were therw* 
felves employed at the work. When the eqemy 
appeared, they betook themfelvcs haftijy to 
arms, but they were foon obliged to yield to 
the fuperior force of die Spaniards, apd to retire 
behind the battery above ijicntioned. Here 
Lewis expedted to maintain his ground by the 
help of his artillery j but the Germans in his 
army, to the number of feven tboufand, hav- 
ing been difappointed of their pay for fomc 
weeks, and believing that L^wis had money in ' 
his poi&ffioq which he had delayed giving them 
from his dread of th^ir defertion, refolved to 
embrace the prefent opportunity to extort from 
him a compliance with their demands. They 
rofe tumultuoufly, and threatened that they 
would not Hght unlefs he immediately paid their 
arrears. Intelligence of this fedition was car- throng^t 
tied by fpies or deferters to the duke of Alva, thcGaP, 
who perceived t|iat now was the time to ma|ce ""*°** 
^n attempt upon the battery. He ordered a 
part of his army to enter the morafs 5 through 
which, as it was the fummer feafon, and Lewis 
Jiad been difappointed in his defign of laying 

the 
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5 oo K the ground under water, the Spaniards found 
u--v^ their way eaficr than they expcdted. They ar- 
'^^^* rived in time to attack the enemy in flank, 
whilft the reft of the army, without Ihrinking, 
marched*up to the battery in front, and tnade 
a furious aflault upon it fword in hand. The 
Flemifh exiles, with count Lewis at their head^ 
defended themfelves for fome time with great 
' bravery; but being defeated by the Germans, 
they were at length compelled to retreat. The 
Spaniards entered the camp along with them* 
The Germans, overwhelmed with terror, made 
litde refiftance j and, as a juft punifliment of 
their fedidon at fo critical a period, great num* 
bers of chem were put to the fword. . Almoft 
as many were fwallowed up in attempting to 
fwim acrofs the river, as fell by the hands of 
the enemy. On the fide of the Spaniards only 
eighty men were killed ; but of the Germans 
and the Flemilh exiles, between fix and feven 
Aoufand perifhed, including thofe who were 
drowned. Count Lewis, after having attempted 
in vain fo rally his fcattered troops, efcaped 
in a fmall boat to the oppofite fide of the river 5 
and foon afterwards ftt out with the earl of 
Hoogflraten for Germany, to join the prince of 
Orange*. 

^ » Strada, Bentiyogljo* and GrimcftoAe's Gpacral HiftOry 
of the Netherlands. 

The 
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The duke of Alva went from the field of bat- book 
tie to the city of Groningen, and from thence v-— v ^ 
to Utrecht and Amfterdamj carrying on in- '^^' 
quiries iw thefe places , ^gainft the ProteftanCi, 
d£Dd puni(hing with rigour all who wer^ fu^>e&- 
cd to have been concerned in the late diforders* 
He would gladly have fpent more tijlie in this 
employment, fo agreeable to the native crUfeltf 
of his difpofition ; but he was informed that 
^hc prince of Orange had begun, to put- his 
troops in motion, and was upon his march frotft 
Treves to the province of Guclderland, or 
^rabant. 

Bbfore William left Germany, Jie.publifhed 
. a manifefto, in which he explained thc/motiycs 
which induced him to have recourfe to arms, 
*' There was. no other expedient lcft>" he faid, 
«' by which he could fave his countrymen from 
.flavery^ and ruin; and to attempt this, he 
thought, was the indifpenfable duty of every 
citizen^ eipecially of one who, like him, had 
enjoyed the highefl: dignities of the ftate. The 
King, he hoped, would ere long be delivered 
from tb6fe Spanilh counfellors by whom he had 
been led aftray;. but, b the mean time, he did ' 
not think it incumbent upon any inhabitant of 
th? Low Countries to yield obedience to the 
Jf^ing in contradidion to the laws. For Philip 
iiid not hojd .^hp, faaje luilimitcd authority in 

the 
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BOOK the Netherlands, as in his other dominions, 
u-v-Li His right to obedience fubfifted only whilft he 
'^^* maintained the rights of the people; and, by 
the conftitutions of the provinces, it was cx- 
prefsly provided, that if the fovercign Ihould 
attempt to violate any of the fundamental laws, 
the people ihould in that cafe be abfolved from 
their allegiance." 

In this manifcfto the prince thought proper 
to make it known, that he had changed his 
fentiments in religion ; and was now convinced, 
that the opinions of the Proteftants were more 
conformable than thofe of the Romifh church, 
to the great rule of Chriftian faith, the iacred 
writings. 

The ^ William's army, including horfe and foot, 

J^" ' did not exceed twenty thoufand ; and the duke 
of Alva's, after being jomed by a reinforce- 
ment which he received at this time from 
Spain, was equal in number, and much better 
furnifhcd with military ftores and-proyifions. 
The prince was fcnfiblc of the great difadvan- 
tage under which he laboured in this refpeftj 
but from the preffing invitations which he re- 
ceived from many of the principal inhabitants 
in the Netherlands, and from the repeated re- 
prcfcntations which were made to him of the 
univcrfal hatred ^ith >vhich the people were 

^imatcd 
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.. animated againft the governor, he hoped that, 
a&foon as his army'lhould appear, there would 
be an infurreftion in his favour, or that fome '^^^' 
of the principal cities would open their gates to 
xcceive him. 

He paffed the Rhine without oppofition in Aivain 
the end of Auguft, a little above Cologne and ^f^'S; 
then turning to the left, he advanced towards gfjg^^ 
Aix-la-Chapelle* About this time the duke of 
Alva arrived at Maeftricht. The prince di- 
rc6ted his march firft towards Liege ; but being 
dftfappoinred in the hopes which he had con^ 
ccived, of that city declaring in his favour, he 
turned his courfe northwards, with an inten- 
tion to pafs the Maefe wherever he ihould find 
it fordable. A]iva*s whole attention was cm- 
ployed to prevent him from putting his defign 
in execution, and with this view he planted 
flrong guards along the banks of the river, and ' 
kept his army as nearly oppofite as poflible to 
the enemy i. 

At laft, however, after feveral marches and 
countermarches, William cfiedted his paf&ge 
in the night, oppofite to a town called Stochem, 
where the duke believed it to have been im- 
practicable. But the feafoh had been remark- 
ably dry ; and the prince on this occafion imi- 
tated the condudt of Julius Casfar in hb paifage 

of . 



331 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OP 

^ vtu. ^ ^^ ^^^ Ligcris, by placing his cavalry a littje 
V— -^v-*^ above the ford, to break the force of the 
'^''^ ftream. 

When Alva was informed next morning' of 

what had happened, he could not at firft believe 

ir,* and fcornfuUy aflced the officer who brought 

the intelligence. Whether he itaagincd that the 

» ' enemy had wings ? 

The prince of Orange endeavoured to per- 
fuade his troops, as foon as they had croflcd 
the river, to march dirc6lly ag^nft the Spa- 
niards; who, if this requeft had been complied 
V with, might have been attacked with great ad- 
vantage J but the Germans, who im&rtunately 
for themfelves, as well as for the caufc in which 
they were engaged, never yielded due obedience 
to th^ir commander, refufed to advance till 
they Ihould have a night's refrefhment; and 
thereby loft the only opportunity which the 
duke of Alva ever gave them, of compelUng 
him to fight. 

Aivade- On the next day, wheii they werp led-fiw- 

ia^" ^ *" ward to the Spanifh camp to offer battle, Jtfacy. 
found it lo ftrongly fortified with intrenchments 
and redoiibts, that no attempt cojald be made 
upon it with the fmalleft probability of futfcels. 
Chiappino Vitclli, an office/ of high reputation, 

6 was 
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was of opinion^ that the duke ought not to have ^ ^^ ^ 
declined an engagement, as the enemy were Vf^^v^^^ j 
fatigued with their paflage of the river, and had '^^^- 
not yet made choice of a proper place for rihieir 
camp, to which they ^ could retire after battle p 
bcfidcs, that it ,was of the higheft confequence, 
he imagined, to give an early check to their pre- 
fumption, in order to prevent the fortified towns 
from declaring in their favour, 

^ But Alva had already formed his plan, to Hismo-* 
which he was unalterably determined to ad- ^^^'' 
here- He confidered that he had a great deal . ^ 

more at* flake than the prince of Orange -, and 
that a defeat would be attended not only with 
the lofs t)f his army, but the greateft part of the 
provinces. He was acquainted too with the 
narrownefs of William's finances, and knew that 
he muft encounter the moft unfurmountablc 
difficulties in fuppordng fo numerous an army 
for any coniiderable time ; efpecially as . the 
winter feafon was faft approaching, when, unlefs 
he fhould get pofleffidn of fome of the great 
townsi it wbuld be impoffiblc for him to re- 
iMin in the Netherlands. 



With this view, as he fufpeftcd that die His prudent 
prince intended to lead his army into Brabant^ " 
he ftrengthened - the garrifons of Tillcmont, 
Louvain, and Bruffcls -, and when William di^ 
' '' rcftcd 
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rcftcd his inarch towards Tongrcs, the Duke 
drew his troops fo near that towni as made it 
impolTible for the enemy to approach. Which- 
ever way the prince of Orange turned his 
courfes the duke of Alra accompanied him ; 
marching fometimes behind^ and fomedmes on 
his flank i always ftraitening his qilartersi and 
rendering it difficult for him to furnilh his army 
with forage and provifions ; while he intrenched 
his own forces with fo much lkill» that the 
prince fought in vain for an opportunity of 
brining on an engagement. 

Skmmfhes. In this ficuation frcqucut Ikirmifhes between 
the two armies were unavoidable^ and in thcfe 
thc^ advantage fell fometimes on the one fide^ 
and fometimes on the other; but each com- 
mander ma^e fuch judicious movements^ chofe 
his ground with fo much fkill> and exerted 
fuch an equal degree of vigilance and atten- 
tion, as efieftually prevented his antagonift 
from obtaining any conilderable advantage over 
him« 

The only fucccfs which the duke of Alva 
could boaft of, was at the river Gecte ; where, 
having attacked the rear-guard of the enemy's 
army, he killed fome, and put tht reft to 
flight* 
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The prince pf Orange had the fame ground * ^ ^ 
of triumph in an a£tidn at Quefnoy; where, '^-^^"^ 
having cpme up with a detachment, confifting '^^^ 
of ten companies of German Cathoiics, eight of 
Spaniards, and three troops of light-armed in* 
fimtrjr, he put them to rout, and took ample 
vengeance for the lofs he had fuftained at 
Gectc^ . 

• He was on his march at that time to meet the 
Sicur de Genfis, who had been fcnt to him by 
the prince of Condc, with a reinforcement of 
troops I which fully compenfated all his loffes in 
Brabant. - 

But the caules already mentioned began to The prince 
operate. The prince had been crUcUy difap- diLi^hiT 
pointed of the greateft part of the money ^™^* 
which had been promiied him. The dread 
which the Flemings enCertamed of the Spianifh 
forces, and the prudent precautions which had 
been taken by the duke of Alva, had prevented 
William's friends from making any effort in his 
behalf. His army had been often pinched for 
provifions. They now deipaired of getting 
pofifeffion of any of the great towns, and they 
trembled at the thoughts of pafling the winter 
in the open fields. The Germans begat^ to dt<- 

I 

^ ThnaHiit. 

Vol. I. Z fcit 
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* vm '^ ^^"^ ^^ SW*t mwibert, ao4 h;^ often, bcfi)rc tM< 
U— ».J.i^* dfliCy ilh^n themfelv^s rcfr^oiy and 4i&be^ 
^i^^ dicnt. For thcfe r*^on%, the pnnGe found it 
necei&i7 to diiband ft^ms after haviog giveu 
them all the fatisfaflion in his poweri by p^yingr 
a part of! their arrears, and giving fecMjity tP 
their kaders for the reft ,oA hi& lordlbip af iV^otiit-^ 
fort and the principality of Orange *• . 

Afts^ thefe. diiafters, the prince^ accompa^. 

nied by his brother count l^ewlsi went to France, 

' and conduced thither between a (hqufand and 

twelve hundred l^orie, to the a(fill#Rce of ibfi 

Calvinifts. 

Such was the cpnclufion of the &ft q[<^mpt 
which the prince of Qraii^ge and. his. bc^ther 
tnade to deliver the Netherlands from the 
Spanifhyokc. It ipij^ qcciff to eveiy reader, 
that if they had be£un th^ii- op^iratiQns and en* 
tcred <he prpyinccs. at the fame time, the ifluc of 
1 their eiM^erprife woujd probably h4ve be^n ex,^ 
tremely diScrent, The d<4ke of Alva would, 
in that cafe, have be^nl obliged to divide his 
forces «id have probafcly been overpoiwci:e4 
by nuiiibers* But unfortunately^ count Lewi?, 
who wa^ more expeditious in making hk levies 
.;han the prince of Orange, did not po0cfs a 

^ TbuanosMeiirfius, ^^^l^^s^ p. 19. Meterei»> p. 79. 
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fund fufficicnt to maintain them without employ- ® ^^ ^ 
tncnt, and was obliged to enter upon aftionbc- ^-^^■ - ■■i^ 
fore his brother was prepared to fupport him, '^^'' 
And to the fame cauie may be afcribed both the 
prince's delay in putting his troops in motion, 
and the neceflity to which, he w^s reduced of 
breaking up his camp« 
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P A R T L 

WHILE Philip's bigotry, joined to his * o 6 li 
defpotic and arbitrary conduft, had s^^^^ 
Engaged him in war with, his fubjcfts in the ^htwiii 
Netherlands^ the lame caufes produced a fimi- G«Mdai 
iar efFeft in the province of Granada j where - 
the Moors, who had long yielded a tame fub« 
million to t)ie crown of Spain, were proroked 
by the tyranny of the prefent government, to 
throw off their allegiance, and have recourfc 
to arms* This people, whoi during feveral ^^J^^, 
centuries, had maintained poffeflion of the <^>' 
greateft part of Spain, were at laft totally fub-* 
dued by Ferdinand the Catholic, in the year 
2 J one 
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^ ^ix ^ ^^^ thoufand four hundred and ninety -two* 
w«.-vw But although their government was abolifhed 
'^•- at that time, the people themfclves remamcd; 
and were permitted to enjoy not only their pof- 
fefllons, drefe, and cuftoms, but even their rc^ 
ligion, as in the time of their native kings. 
And the polittc Ferdinand fcrupled not to (wear 
folemnly, to obfervc this condition^ in hopes 
of being able afterwards to deviie fome effica^ 
cious means of reconciling them to the Chriftiao 
faitji. 

Bet KG difappointed in his expedation^ and 
finding, after a trial of fcveral years, that the 
inftrudions of his priefts were not likely to prove 
effcftual; he rcfolvcd, without regard to the 
oath which he had fworn, to employ force in 
6rder to accomjplifli his defign. He pretended^ 
that the citizens of Granada had forfeited their 
title to his fulfilling the terms of peac<, by an 
infurreftion, into which fome of them had been 
betrayed through the violent adminiftration >of 
cardinal Ximencs; and, on this pretence, he 
ordered fentencc of death to be pronounced 
againft them, and declared, that uhkfs they 
would renounce their religion, it fhbuld be in- 
ftantly carried into execution. By this expe- 
dient he compelled fifty thoufand of the inha- 
bitants of the city of Granada, moft of whom 
had no concern in the infurredion, to pfofefi 

themii^lves 
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ttiemfelves fconrerts to Ghriftianitjr. The in- 
habitants of the countryi and of the fmaller 
towns, b^ing highly exafperated by the violent *^^^' 
treatment of their countfyilidttj and dreading 
that they themfclves would quickly /:«perience ' 
the fame injuftice, bcgari to prepar/ for rcfift-v 
&nce. But bcfor<i they had time tb piit them- 
fclves in a pofture of defence^ Fdrdihand/who 
Vas no Ie6 provident and aftive, than falfe and 
feithlcfsi came upon them with a numerous 
armyj ^d after taking one of their towfls, of 
\rhich he put all the inhabitants to the fwordi 
»hc foon obliged the reft to lay dowii their arms; 
Upon their paying him a fum of money, he per-* 
Initted ^ certain number tb. traniport themfelvei 
to Africa. But the greater part were eomfpcl* 
led to rertiain iii the kbgdom, , and to fubmit 
to be baptized* They were ftill hdwevei? 
ftrongl}^ attachied to the Mahometan fuperfti-^ 
tion j and although they generally conformed to 
the rites of the Romifh churchj they could not^ 
on cv^ry occafionj conceal their attachment* 
The inquilitofs were perpetually prying into 
Ikheit conduct) great numbers of them were 
condemned arid burnt as heretics; and many 
thbt^&nds^ dreading the like fate, fled over to 
3afbary« 

JtEPftESfeKTATiONS Wefc ofccn tranfmitted to 
tourt of the dcfblatipn that was thus produced ; 

24. but 
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• ^^ '^ but thcfc reprefentations either did not rcadi 

c ^v"— ^ the ear of Ferdinand^ or they were difregarded. 

'^^*' No remedy was ever applied^ and the inquifitors 

continued to exercife without controul their 

wonted cruelty and opprelfion. 

During the lattjcr part of the reign of Fcr- 
dinandj and the whole of that of Charles^ the 
Moors are feldom mentioned by the Spanifli 
hiftorians; nor do thefe writers give us atiy 
other information concerning them for half a 
century, than that they ftill retained their an? 
cient averfion to the Chriilian faith. But the 
ecclefiaftics, foon after Philip's arrival in Spain, 
caking encouragement from that bigotted zeal 
with which they knew their prince to be fo 
ftrongly actuated, revived their old complamts 
againft that unhappy people, and made repeated 
reprefentations of dieir obilinate and incurable 
infidelity. 

« They are Chriftians," faid Guerrero, arch^ 
bilhop of Granada, '^ in name only, but Ma« 
homctans in their hearts. They come to hear 
mafs on feftival days, only in order to avoi4 
the penalties which they would otherwife incur. 
They work on thefe days with their doors (hut, 
and feaft and caroufe on Fridays. They pre- 
fent their children to be baptized; but no 
fooner do they reach their own houfes, than 

they 
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they wafh them with warm water, circumcile ■ ^ ^. 
them, arid give them Moorilh names. They u ^^.^.iW 
confent to be married in the churches, becaufe, '* 
the law requires it ; but when they return home,, 
they clothe themfelvcs in a Mooriih drcfs, and . 
celebrate their nuptials with dances, fongs, and 
other fpecies of mufic which are in ufe only 
among the Moors." 

This reprefentadon was well calculated to 
xnakc impreflion on the fuperftiricfus fpirit of the 
King. But the archbifhop knew, that political 
confiderations were likely to have as much 
weight with him as thofe of a religious na-« 
turc 5 and therefore he fubjoined, " That the 
Morefcoes held a treafonable correipondence 
with the Turks and corfairs, and were in the 
pradticc of carrying off the children of Chrift- 
ians, and either felling them for flavesi or 
fending them to Barbary, where they were 
brought up in the religion of Mahomet.'* 
Whether diere was any truth in the latter part 
of this accufation, does not appear with con- 
vincing evidence r but, confidering the near 
affinity between the Morefcoes and the African 
Moors, in refpcft of religion, manners, lan- 
guage, and defccnt, together^ with the alie- 
nation from the Spani'fh government, which 
the cruelties exercifed againft them by the in-- 
quifition, and their excluiion from all o<£ces 

of 
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^^xZ^ of tnift, muft hive carried to the greateft heighfi 

%J M"^.^ it is not furprifing that Philip's apprchcnfiont 

*i^^- were alarmed, and that he thoiJght it nc(!eflirrjr td 

make provifion againft the danger which feemed 

CO threaten him. 

FKHpcTif- Hfs .firft fteip Was td ftrip the Mowfcoci erf* 
their arms ; and for this purpofc he lent, on dif* 
fetent pretences, feveral regiments of Caftilian» 
to quarter among them, by whom a great quan^ 
tity of arms of all kinds wefc ietzed ; but as thciif 
fulpicions were perpetually awake^ they had pe- 
netrated his deflgn, and concealed a confiderabl4^ 
quantity *• 

This difcovery of Philip's difpoficiort t.6^ 
Wards them, fcrved to alienate their afFcftionsf 
more than ever from his government, and at . 
chc fame time encouraged the inquifitors to 
multiply their complaints, and to urge at court 
the neceffity of employing more efficacious 
.meafiires than had hitherto been adopted. The 
King himfclf was far from being avcrfe to com- 
ply with the violent counfcls that were given 
him ; and when upon confulting a theologian 
of the name of Oraduy, that ecclefiaftic, in the 
triie fpirit of a Spanifh inquifitor, quoted ta 
him the proverb, that « of enemies, the fewe# 

* Ferrerasy ann. 1^62* 

th^ 
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the better.** Philip was highly pleafed ^th hb 
reply. 



no <y R 

IX. 






Having thcrcfote refolded. If poHlblc, to HSiedia, 
extirpate from "his dominions tfie privstfc as ^^^ 
well as the public exereile of Mahometanifm^ 
and to waih it out with liie blood of its vota- 
ries, rather than fuSer it to remain, he appoint- 
ed a feled number - of ecckfiaftics to confider 
of the proper means by which his defign might 
. be accomplilhed $ and agreeably to the advice 
of thefe men, he foon afterwards publifhed an 
edi& which <:Qntaincd the following prohibi- 
tions, and denounced death m cafe of difobedi- 
crnce: "That henceforth the Morefcoes fhall 
layafide their. native language, drefs, and pe- 
culiar cuftoms, and in future adopt thofe of the 
inhabitants of Caftile. That they fhall no 
longer take Moorifli names or furnames, but 
iuch as are generally u&d in Spain. That* 
diey Ihall bear none of thofe fymbols about 
diem by which the difciples of Mahomet are 
diffingUiftifcd. That they (hall difcontinue the^ 
ufe of their baths, which (hall be immediately 
deflxoyed. That their women fha}l not, as^ 
hitherto^ appear in veils ; that no perfon Iball 
tnarry without a difpenfation from the ordi- 
iiacy; that none ihall remove from one place to 
another, without permiflion -, and that they ihall 

on 
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* ^iL ^ ^ ^'^ occafion wear armsj or keep them in theii' 
poflcflion/* . 



ij^f. 



Thb cxerctfe of die Msthometan religion 
having been prolubited under the fevereft pe« 
lialdes by former princes, no nfendon was made 
of it in the edi£fc i but the Morefcoes readtljr 
perceived the defign and tendenqr of the pre-^ 
lent reguladons, and oonfideredj dial as they 
muft render the fecret pradkice of their religion 
infinitely more difficult than formerly^ they 
muft infallibly prove ere long the caufe of its 
extirpadoui Even although they had not been 
apprehenfive of any fuch ferious eonfequencei 
it could not be expeded they would umely^ 
fubmit to thofe affrondng rules which were 
now prefcribed them. Men are often more 
poweifully attached to the external forms and 
modes of life, than to things that are the moft 
ciTendal' po their happinefs. With this attach* 
ment the zeal of the Morefcoes for their reli- 
gion coincided. Their refentment, on account 
of the innumerable crueldes which had been fo 
long exercifcd againft them by the inquifidony 
added force to thefe incentives, and prompted 
them to refolve to expofe themfclves to the laflf 
cxtremiues, rather than yield obedience to the 
^edift that was now promulgated. . But as they 
were confcious of their weaknefs, and could 
not depend upon receiving afliftance from any 

fofcigi^ 
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Ibrcign power, they agreed, before they fliould * ^ ^ 
take up arms, to make trial, whether they coiiM, 
by folicitation and intreaty, perfuadc the King 
to revoke his edift. 

« Their drcfs," they rcprefcnted, « had Thirst. 
fUrely no relation to any religion, whether the 
Mahometan or the Chriftian, fince the Maho- 
metans in Morocco, Fez, Tunis, and Turkey, 
dreflpd very diffcrendy from one another; 
while the drefs of the Chriftians in Turkey was 
^e f4me as that of the Turks : and to require 
them all to purchafe Caftiiian habits, would 
lubjeft great numbers of them to an expencc 
which they were unable to defray. It was 
from modcfty alone their women wore veils ; a 
pradice whiph obtained in many places of Caf- 
tile, as well as in Granada. Their mufic and 
dances were ufed on days of feftivity, only as 
amufcments j they had not the moft remote con- 
neftion with religion, and they had been regarded 
as innocent by prelates the mpft diftinguilhed for 
their lanftit^ aftd zeal 

^« Thijir baths were uftd for the purpofe of 
dcanlinefe only ; thofc of the men were fcpa- 
rate from thoie of the women ; and it was not 
in the power of thofc Chriftians, to whom the 
care of them was committed, to allege, that 
pither the former or the ' ktter had been ever 

applied 
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• ^^ "^ Applied to any nfe repugnant cither to decency 
^^v - y or the Catholic rdigiont And with regard to 
'^^^ their Ijflguagc, as it was difficult to conceive 
how the Arabic could contain any thing coor 
trary to Chriftianity, fo it was utterly impof- 
fibje for them- at once to lay afidc the ufe of it, 
fince great numberis among them, were too far 
advanced in life to be able to learn a new lan- 
guage; and in fcver^ jparts of the country 
there was no other tongue fpoken but thc^ 
Arabic, nor any means, cftablifhed by which the 
Caftilian could be acquired.*- They concluded 
with profeffions. of loyalty to the King, and with 
^reminding hiip, that in his foreign wars they 
had given him many proofe of their attachment 
ind fidelity, 

• • • * 

Thi Morefcoes had not acccfs, it (hould 
fcem,. to deliver this remonftr^nce to Philip 
himfclf i but it was prcfented to him by Deza 
the chancellor of Granada,, who was fecondcd 
by Don John Henriquez, Don Antonio dc To- 
ledo, the prior of Leon, and the marquis of 
Mondcjar, captain-general of the province;i 
This h& mentioned nobleman fpared no paiiis 
to divert Philip from his purpofe^ by r^pre- 
fenting, that from his^ knowledge of the Mor 
reicocs he was convinced, that an. open rebel- 
lion would be the confcquence of cajprying the 
tdi£fc in^ execution. But the King having 

formed 
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formed his rcfolu&on after mature deliberation, 
^nd by the advicq of fuch counfcllors as he rooft 
^ftcemcd, lent a deaf jear to all the reprefent- '^ 
ations thai were made to him, and gave or-^ 
dcrs to Mondejar immediately to fet out for 
Granada, in order to make preparations for ' .• 
employing force in cafe he fliould find it nc^ '^ 

ceffaiy. 

Thb Morcfcoes were no fooner informed of 
the ill fuccefs of their petition, than they began 
to meditate a revolt; and the leading mea 
among them having met privately in Cadair, 
a town fituated in the entrance of the moun-^ 
tains of Alpuxara, they dilpatched ambafladors 
to Fez, Algiers^ and Conftantinpple, to folicit 
afliftance 5 and at the fame time Ipread their 
cmiflaries over the province, in order to prepare 
^e mind^ of the inhabitants,, 

Th5 people almoft every where, except in Thori^- 
thofe places where thiey were overawed by the ^^^^^'^^ 
Spanifli garrifon, obeyed with alacrity the invi- 
tatipo which they received to aflert their li- 
berty 5 and in a little time the whole region of 
Alpuxara, which contains a fpace of feventeea 
Jeagues in length and ten in breadth, compre^ 
Jiending many villages and many thoufand in^- 
habitants, was up in arms. A reinforcement 
-cf fc.vcral hundred Turks, befides a quantity 
10 of 
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BOOK of military ftores, arrived from Africa^ and the 
s^m^L^ Morefcoes flattered themfeives with the hopes 
^** that much more powerfiii afliftance would ere 
long be fent them by the Sultan* 

tbtftkA Their leaders in the mean time held another 
, aflcmbly, in which they clcfted for their King 
Don Ferdinand dc Valor, a young man of four 
pr five and twenty, defccnded from their ancient 
princes, and in feme meafure qualified, by his 
intrepid courage and aftivity, for the dangerous 
pre-eminence to which he was now exalted. 
Having affumcd the name of Abcn-Humeya, 
which had been that of his progenitors, he was 
inverted with the cnfigns of royalty, with all 
the forms and ceremonies which were anciently 
praftifed at the eleAion of the Moorlfh kings. 
He then entered upon the exercife of his new 
authority, appomted his minifters and ofEcers, 
and fent orders to all the chiefs who were not 
prcfent in the aflcmbly, to hold themiclvc$ 
ready to aft on the fliorteft QOticc. 



TtieirtU 
t€inpt on 



His firft and principal objeft was to get pof- 
oimiUu feflion of the city of Granada> in which he 
doubted not of being able to defend himfelf 
till the Turkifli fuccours Ihould arrive. Nor 
was it without fomc reafon that he entertained 
hopes of fucceeding in an attempt on this in^* 
portant city. His party had hitherto concealed 

their 
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their machlnnuons with the moft profound and ^ ^^ ^ 
fatfhfyl f^crecy^ Their feveral meetings had ^-'-^^'^u 
beiJil .h0l4,on pretences which dcceircd the p^- ^^ * 
tietratii^n^f the Spaniardsy and their militar}^ 
preparalions had been carried on chiefly among 
die moijuitains of Alpuxara. The marquis of 
Mond€^ari indeed^ notwithftanding thefe pre-^ 
cwHonSj had conceived a fuipicion of their de*'' 
figds, and had repre&nted to Philip the necef'* 
fiity of fending him a much more powerful 
army than^ was at preieht under his command. 
But there fubQfted at this time a violent jea-** 
loufy between that nobleman and Deza the 
chancellor, which aroie from a competition 
concerning the rights of their refpeftive offices* 
Deza> prompted by his animofity againfi: the 
marquis, endeavoured to difcredit his account 
of the hoftile intentions of the Moors, and to 
perfuade the King that there was ' in reality no 
danger of a revolt, and that the edlfb lately pub^ 
lilhed might be Efficiently enforced by a vigo- 
rous exercife of the civil power alone ; but that 
Mondejar was deilrous that a war fhould be kin- 
dled, becaufe he expeftcd that the whole idmini- 
ftration of it would be committed to himfeli^ ^^ 
the count of Tendilla his fon# 

Philip, though naturally provident and fuf- 
{HCious, and more inclined to fear than hope, . 
was by his counfcUors, who were Deza's friends, 
• Vol. I. A a led 
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• ^x^ ^ ^^d to believe his reprefentation of the matter^ 
U«-v-«-i rather than that of the marquijs. And thu5< the 
'^**' march of the troops for which Mon6l^» had 
applied was delayed, and the garrifon^f Gra- 
nada fuifered to continue fo weak, ithat had it 
not been for an accident which could not be 
forefcen, that city would have fallen into the 
hands of the Morefcocs. Aben-Huirieya hav* 
ing held a fecret colrefpondence with the inha** 
bitants of the town of Albaicin, which com- 
municates with the city of Granada, and 'may 
be confidered as a part of itj give orders about 
the end of December to Aben-Farax, one of 
his principal officers, to march thither with a 
body of between fix and fcven thoufand men. 
Had thefe trcJops reached Albaicin at the time 
cxpefted, the inhabitants would have joined 
them, and thereby have made tip an army by . 
which the ^arrifon muft have been overpower- 
ed; but by a fall of fnow upon a neighbouring 
mountain, over which they were obliged to 
pafs> they were all prevented from advancing 
except about one hundred and fifty. With 
thefe Aben-Farax hlmfelf entered Albaicin in 
the middle of the night; and if he could have 
prevailed upon the inhabitants to take arms 
and join him, he might ftill have made him- 
felf matter of the town j but though well af- 
feSed to his caufe, they were deterred from de- 
claring in his' favour by obierving how fmall 
IS ammit 
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e number of troops he had brought aldr^ with 
him; {o that, after havmg' continued iii dxc 
place for fomc hours, he /wai obliged^ before the 
apprpadh of day, t6 make his efcape to the 
mountain where his army had been ft<ipt. Phi- 
lip's eycsrtwere then opened, with regard to th^ 
contradiftory informations which he had r(^- 
ceivcd, and he immediately ifiiied orders for the 
march of thofc troopS for which the marquis of 
Mondejar had applied. , 

Aben-Humbya' in the mean time was em- Thtirhc^ 
ployed in* fortifying the narrow paflcs which led ^*^*'*' 
into the country of Alpuxara; after which he, 
with one body of troops, and Abcn-Farax With 
another, went from place to place, exhorting or 
compelling the Morefcoes to revolt ; deftroy- 
ing the altars and images in the churches, which 
they converted into mofquesj and putting to 
deathi in the mod barbarous manner, all th^ 
priefts and other Chriftians who refufed to em- 
brace the Mahometan religion. 

In order to check their progrefs, the r^ar^ They nib- 
quis of Mondejar fet out from Gi^nada as foon mlrquispc 
as he had coUcded a fufficicnt number of ^"^^'i''* 
troops for his intended enterprife. The Mo^ 
refcoes difputed with, him for fome time the 
entrance into the mountains 5 but they were 
unable to withftand long die bold intrepid ef- 
Aa 2 forts 



3s6 HISTORY OF THE REIGH QP 

B o o K forts of the Spanish in&ioy. Monjfcjar tri- 
\m^yimmj uoiphed ovcF chcm at ev^ery pafs; put] many of 
*s^^ them to the fword; tooH a great number of 
prifoilers, and at lalit ob%9d Aben^Humpya 
to Ay wijdi the Ihatter^d remains of his army, 
to the more inacceflible parts of themoyntains. 
In a few months almoft die whole region of 
Alpuxara was fobdued. The people, being 
every where inrimidated by the rapidity <rf 
Mondejar'5 progrefs, laid 4^^ ^^ir unns, 
and either came to him in numerous bodies, 
or fent deputies, to fue for peace. This he 
readily grantee^, on condidon of their yielding 
obedience in future to the King's amhority; 
and he at the iame time gave them protedion 
againft (what they had but too muck realbn to 
dread) the rapine and violence of the Spanilh 
foldicrs. The marquis de los. Velez, ijEho 
commanded a body of troops in the neighs 
4)ourhood of Aimeria, was tio lels iuccefi&l 
in diflodging the Moreicoes from fome ftrong 
holds near the fea-coafts, where they had ford- 
fied thcmfclves with a view to favour the de- 
fcent of the Moots and Turks. And now the 
marquis of Mondejar, believing the war to be 
almoft entirely exdnguifhed, and diac Aben- 
Humeya muft either foon furrender or make 
his efcape out of the kingdom, lent intelligence 
of his fgcceis to Philip, and defired that a part 
of the troops might be recalled. He at the 

fame 
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fame time rcconuncnded the treatihg gently 
both fiich of the Morefcoes as had fubmitted^ 
and fuch of thtm as had been taken prifoners. '^^ ' 
But unfortunately this nobleman's enemies at 
court had much greater influence than hi^ 
friends; and Philip was of himfelf much more 
inclined to harflmefs . and fc verity, than to le- 
nity arid mercy. Withoift regard to Monde- 
jar's reprefentations, a royal mandate was im- 
mediately difpatched, commanding all the pri- 
foners above eleven years of age, without 
diftin£lion of ftx or condition, to be fold for 
flaves\ 

This barbarous treatment of their country- 
men revived in the ininds of fuch of the Moref- 
coes as had fubmitted, all their wonted ab* 
horrence of the Spanifti yoke j and foon after- 
wards they themfelves were treated with equal 
inhumanity. 

Whether Philip's exchequer w^ in reality 
drained at this time by his late expfcnfive ar- 
maments in the Mediterranean, and his war in 
the Netherlands, or whether his miniftcrs only 
pretended this to be the cafe, in order to gra- 

* * The efFc£l of this barbaroas treatment, fays a Spaniih 
liiftorian (Ferreras), was, that j;reat nambersof the Mo- 
refco women langmflied in flavery for a little time, and then 
ionk under their calamities. 

A a 3 ^ tify 
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tljfy their malignity ag^inO; Mondejar^. does not 
fufficieptly appear -, but wh^ver wa? the caufc> 
'^^^' the arrears due to thc:tfoc^s were fo great, that 
the marqws of Mondcjar .was unable to dif- 
diarge them, .The ufual , coijifeqUence of the 
ill-payment of an army quickly followed. The 
general loft his authority^ apd the ftddiers, 
and feveral of the officere^* deferted. their fta- 
tions, and ipread thcmfelves over the -country j 
, plundering, and even butchering .-and carrying 
off into flavery, great members of thofe Moref- 
cocs for whpfe fccurity he had pledged his 
faith. Mondejar fcems to have exerted him^ 
fclf ftrenuoufly to put a ftop * to thefe enormi- 
ties, by fendkig out fuch of his troops as he 
could truft, to reftr^in or c,haftife tjie dejiij- 
qyents. But his endeavours werp in a great 
meafure fruitlcfs. The Spaniards ftill continued 
to embrace every opportunity of indulgii^ tlieir 
rapacity J and afterwards left their ftandards, 
and went oiF to the neighbouring provinces with 
their prey, 

. Ti^E Morefcoes, highly exafperat^d. by the 
inultiplied oppreffions which they fuffered, re- 
pented of their: late Jubmiffion i : and, being 
now convinced that there was no fafety in truft- 
ing to. any tre^y wii;h an enemy. fo cruel and 
perfidious, they rcfumed their arms, took ample 
vengeance on fcattei-ed* parties of the Spaniards, 

whom 
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wlhom they furprifcd among^the m9untaiBS^' f^ ^. 9^^ ^: 
agaiav^rrangcd thQmfelvQSL- goder th? l^anpers V-v-^, 
of their King. It happened about this time,. '^^^'> 
that Aben-Humeya received from Africa a 
reinforcement of four hu3di:<:d Turks j' who, it 
^wa$ pretended, were fopn to be followed by: 
a powerful fleet ati4 army. And thus the Mo*, 
refcoes were, determined,. partly by bope^ and.' 
partly by vengeance and delp^ir,' to mjake a 
fecond, trial of the j(brtune of war -, the qalarciitioj^ 
attending which, they thowghtj could not exceed 
tbofe whi?h they had lately experienced in the? 
time of .pc§c!C; . ._ . \: : 

. 'Tub caufes .of this fccond reyolt were very 
differently interpreted by the marquis of Mon- 
<fcjar*s enemies and friends. By the former it 
was laid, ^^ That tjiis nobleman had erred egre- 
gioyOy> both in his manner of conducing the 
war, and ia his treatment of the rebels, wheq 
they laidrdown their arms. . For it wias abfurd 
to exped that an enemy fo treacherous as the 
Mprcfcoes, would regard their engagements 
any longer than they found it ncceflary; and 
no lefs abfurd to hope that fuch obftinate infi- 
d^els would ever be fincere converts to the Chrift- t 

ian feith.. Their late facrUege,and the bar- 
barous<:rueltiies which they had exercifed ^^inft 
th^ priefts> and other Chriftians, ^ad called 
aiowd for vengeance! and juftice, as well a? 

^. \ ..*: Aa4 found 
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^y^^ ibund poIiqr> had required, thtft thi^ {kauSd 
all hav^ hftn pi|t to the fword, or ibid for 



fS«?- 



avcs." 



But the itiarquis, on the^ o^ier hand^ atid 
his adherents, reprefented. That this deluded 
people had been chaftifcd with ftifficicnt fevc- 
pxy, for enormittcs into which their leaders 
had betrayed them* That humanity, and 4 
regard to die interpft of the Kmg, had prevented 
^ him from fecrificing to revenge, the Kvcs of fo 
many thotjfend ufcful ilibjefts, moft of whom 
were innocent of the, crimes that had been com* 
mitted i and by whofe deftruftion fo great a part 
pf the kingdom would have been rendered dt^ 
folate : befides,^ that thAt was no reafon to be- 
lieve that the Moreicoes would have violated 
jheir f^th, if the troops could have been kept 
under proper difcipline 1 which he had found it 
jmpoiTible to maintain, pardy through the negli* 
gence of fome of the King's minifteFs in ii^ii^ 
remittances for their pay ; and pardy through 
the pains which fbnie perfons in power had tak;en 
to ruin his authority. 

z>on Toh» Between thcfe contfadiftory repre&ntations^ 

commander Philip was at ^ lofs to determine whad mea-- 

^ ^^^- fures to purfue. But at faft, eithei^ becairife he 

himfelf, and mc^ of his counfellors, di&pprqved * 

pf Mondejar's lenity in fo eafiiy receiving the 

^forefcocji 



PHILIP II. RING OF SPAIN. 3^1 
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Morefcoes into favour, or bccaufe he did not ^^ o^ ^ 
ittcEne te fubjcft thiit nobleman's enemies to u,*^v-iij- 
die mortification of feeing him ftill continued . *^^ 
in the fuprcnie command, he rcfolved to be- 
ftow it upon his natural brother Don John of 
Auflxitt. 

This young prince, whole mother was i 
German, of the name of Blomberg, a native of 
Ratilbon, had been educated privately by Lewis 
Quixada, lord of Villagarcia; for whofe fon 
he had paffed, till Philip's arrival in Spain in 
liie year one thouland five hundred and fifty- 
nine. Soon after this, Philip having, agrcei^ 
ably to his father's requeft, acknowledged Don 
John for his. brother; had appointed him a 
houfchold fiiitable to his rank, and beftowcd 
the fame attention on his education ^s on that of 
his own fon. 

Resembling his father in the graccfiilncfs of 
his pcrfon, and in the courteoufnefs of his man-- 
ners, Don John difcovered, €rom his youth, the 
love of arms; and' gave many cohfpkuous proofs 
of thofe accomplifhments by which he became 
afterwards one of the moft iUuftrious perfonages 
of the age ^ 

But as at this time he was only about twenty- 
tivp; jrcars old, and did not poffefi any military 

f Strada, an. 1578. 
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experience, Philip, althoagh he conferred upcn' 
him the title of commander in[ c]uef>. forbad, 
him to take the command of the troops into.hb 
own hands^ and required, that - in the. whole 
management of thenvar he ihoiild confbrn^to 
the opinion of certain counfeUprs whom he ap*. 
pointed to^affift him. Thcfe were, the arch- 
bifhop of Granada, Dcza the ^prefident of the 
chancery, the duke de Scffa, the marquis of 
Mondejar, and Don Lewis de RcqUcfens, th? 
gr^nd commend^torof Caftile,*wh<j>n^*hc oar^e^ 
for Don John's lieutenant, . ' \ 

* The war was, now profccuted in difFefcht 
quarters at the fame time^ and a greater number 
of troops employed than formeriyi , But . the 
iuccefs was not anfwcrable to the expeftations 
that had been formed. The Morcfcoes difcbr , 
vered, on many occafions, that they were not 
dcftitute of valour, and in fomc. rencounters tl^y 
came off yiftoriovSt. ... 



TbcMoref- Dqn John, ia the mean timr,; grown ex- 
tiW/Ajb. tremely impatient under the. rpftramts. which 
^ had been impofed oft him, cndejfw^rcd to per- 

fuade the King to permit him to conmiand th< 
forces in perfon ; and he at kngth obtained his 
requeft. After which, having got* his armjr 
reinforced,, he himfdf marched againft the Mo- 
rcfcpes on one fidc^ while 5<ecjuefcns and the 

marquis 
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marquis de lo? Vefcz attacked them on am)- 
ther. But the Morefcoes, undifciplined, in- 
completely armed, and difheartcned by the dif- 
appointment of their hopeis of affiftancc from 
the Turks and Moors>. were not a match (ot 
fuch numerous regular forces, as were now em- 
ployed to reduce them, and their ruin was 
haftened by the diffentions of fpme of their 
leaders, and the treachery of others. Aben- 
Humeya was privately murdered, by the friends 
of his wife, whofe father he hdd put to death 
on account of his fecret prafti^cs with the Spar 
iiiards. Another chief, called Abcn-Aboo, was ' 
cleded King in his Head ; and he too fufFered 
the fame fate, from the. hands of ^fome of hi^ 
officers, who hoped by this facrifice to atone fox 
their rebellion. With the death df this leader, 
the war, which had lafted almofl: two years^ was 
concluded^. ' 

Neither Don John nor Requefens acquired 
any glory by their conduft in this war ; nor did 
they preferve th'emfelvcs free from that impu- 

. .^ In describing this war, the.Spanifh hiiiionaiis have de- 
fcended to. the mo&. minate det^.. But amidil the endleft 
mulciplicity o^ little events and incidents which they relate^ 
tTiere is alnwKfl no variety, and no difplay either of courage 
Of condufl that caa Tntereft a reader in the peru&l. This 
part of the Spamih hiftory is beiides rendered peculiarly dif«/ 
|;ulling by the numerous fcenes of barbarous cruelty whic^ 
it prefents. " 

' tatioft 
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yfih6m certain iiumi&Aure$ qouH oot be car*' 
ricd on, were torn from their native hQmiss> aad 
traniported into the interior provinces ; where **^ 
cfaey were expofed to the injuries am) iniult^ of 
a haughty people^ and many of them by thci^ 
poverty reduced to a ftf te of dep^ndeoce oa * 
the CaftiliaoSj which differed iMXk froip d^ con** 
dition of ilich q£ tbcir CQuntf ymcn u Iwi befn 
|l>14 for flave^ 

Such was the conclufion of this war;, durii^ 
which, notwithftandtog the grieajt di^aricy hc-^ 
tween the contending pardes, Philip w^ t^^ 
pofcd to greater danger than at any other period 
of his reign. Had the Morefcoes made (hem-- 
fclves mafters of the city of Granada^ in their 
attempt on which they failed, more through 
chance and accident than mifcondudt or the 
want of ftrength; or hfid they prevailed with 
Selim the Turkifh emperor, to intereft himfclf 
in their behalf; feversU towns in Andalufia, 
and almoft the whole kiqgdpm of Valenda, 
which was moftly inhabited by Morefcoes, 
would have joined in the revolt ; and, in that 
cafe, fo great an army might have been raifed, 
as, with die afliftance of the Moors in Barbary, 
would have furnifhed employment for many 
years to all the forces which the King, who was 
at the fame time engaged in war with his fub- 

jefts 
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noon 

IX. 



tation of inhumanity and implacable iicvcngc, 
Tlliich in this age was generally taft upon the 
^i^ Spaniards. 

* No other apology ean be ofFerid for the 
'dreadful feverities which they exercifed, but 
"Ait thefr conduft was cdhformable to the in- 
ftruftions given them by the King. For Phi- 
lip had difapproved of the lenity with which the 
Morefcoes had been treated by the marqub of 
Mbndcjar, and, white he liftened only to the 
Voice of fuperftition or refentment, forgot what 
'€Vcry wife King will re^rd as the moft (acred 
tti^im of his policy, that the ftrength and glory 
t)f a prince depend on the numbed and prolpc- 

rity ofhisfubjedls, 

« ' ' • •• 

But this bigoted monarch fet no bounds to 
his abhorrence of thbfe who deviated, or whom 
he fylpcfted of deviating, fronv the Catholic 
• feith. Agreeably to his inftriiftions, gre^t num- 
bers of the Morefcoes, living peaceably in the 
plains of Granada, were, upon fufpicion of 
thehr correi^ohdirig with the ihfurgents, put to 
death. All die inhabitants of fome. villages and 
^diftriAs, men, women, and chilclrcn, were ex- 
iSrpated. All the prifonefs of both fexes were 
^ f^ither executed or deprived of their liberty, 
*And of thofe Morefcoes who had refufed to 
jpin in the rebellion, all but a few, without 

whom 
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y^hdm ccmiA mans&iliircs qqvUA aot be czr^ " ^ * 
ricd oiij were torn from their native homes, aad w.->i— i^ 
traniported into the interior provinces ; where *^ 
chey were expofed to the injuries and infiite of 
^ haughty people^ and many of them bf^ tbej; 
poverty reduced to a %te of dependence oa 
the C^itiUaoSj which differed iKtle froip d^ cofir^ 
dition of ilich q£ t^it CQuntfymcn u Iwi been 
|l>ld for flavev 

Such was the conclufion of this war;, dwii^ 
which, notwithftaodi^iig the grj^ait d|l|)arity kc-^ 
tween the contending pardes, Philip W4»9 es;^ 
pofed to greater danger than at any other period 
of his reign. Had the Morefcoes made them^ 
fclvcs mafters of the city of Granada, in their 
attempt on which they failed, more through 
chance and accident than mifcondudt or the 
want of ftrength; or had they prevailed with 
Selim the Turkifh emperor, to intereft himfelf 
in their behalf; fevcrsd towns in Andalufia, 
and almoft the whole kiqgdpm of Valenda, 
which was moftly inhabited by Morefcoes, 
would have joined in the revolt -, and, in that 
cafe, fo great an army might have been raifed, 
as, with die affiftance of the Moors in Barbary, 
would have furnifhed employment for many 
years to all the forces which the King, who was 
at the fame time engaged in war with his fub- 
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jcds in the Netherlands, could have colkded 
to oppofe them. 

But fortunately for PhUip, and perhaps for 
Chriftendom, the Sultan was at this time in- 
tent upon profccuting the war of Cyprus againft 
die Venetians, and from that war he could not 
be diverted, although Mahomet, his grand 
vifier, and the wifeft of ajl his courtiers, s^d- 
vifcd him eameftlyto fufpend the profecution 
of it, and not to pegleft the prefent happy op- 
portunity of turning his arms againft the king 
of Spain % 

. • Thuanus, lib.xlviii« . Fcrrcrai, ani 1568-9-70. Ca- 
brera, lib. viH« 
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P A R T IL 

T was not loi^ before Selira had rcafon to b o ox 
be forry that he had not liftencd to this ad- > -/- ,_/ 
vice, as Philip ^had no fooner completed the w^ij^h 
l-cduiaion of the Morefcocs, than he entered thcTurks. 
into an alliance againft him with the republic 
of Venice, the Pope, and fcveral others of: the 
Italian dates and princes. The papal throne 
was filled at this time by the celebrated Pius 
the Fifth, who by his merit had raifcd himfelf 
from obfcurity to the popedom; and though 
ftrongly rinftured with foihe of flie vices which 
charaftcrifcd the ecclefiaftics of that age, w^s 
endued with certain royal virtues which ren- 
dered him worthy of the exalted ftation to 
which he had been advanced* Having been 
folicited by the Venetians, to employ his in* 
fluence to procure afliftance from the Chriftiah 
princes againfl: the Sultan, who, in the time of 
peace, and in violation of a Iblemn treaty, had 
invaded the ifle of Cyprus, Pius readily con- ^ 
fcnted to their requeft, and with a zeal be- 
coming the head of the church, elpoijfed thcic 
caufe. 

Ilrs application, however, to moft of the 

European monarchs was widiout effed. For, 

. bcfidcs 
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befides that the ieafbn of crufades was now 
ovcT, and that the moft fuperftitious princes 
'57»- were> in that age, governed more by polirical 
views than religious zeal, he found almoft all 
of them unable to grant the afiiftancc which he 
jbficiced.. The emperor Maximilian had ktely 
condbdcd a truce with the Sultan, which it 
was gready his intereft to maintain. The at-> 
tendon of the French king, who had been long 
in alltaiice with the Porte, was ingrofied by 
tiskO& inveterate &£tions inco which his king^ 
dom was divided. Sebaftian, king of Portu* 
gal, was too young; and Sigifinund of Poland 
too much worn out with the infirmities of age, 
to engage in any foreign enterpriie. PhiUp 
was the only great prince in Eurc^ with whcnn 
Pius had reafon to expeA fuccefs in his preient 
application. That monarch's zeal, as well as 
his power, was greater than that of any other 
European prince, and from the fituation of his 
dominions, and die enmity which had long fub- 
' fifted between him and the Turkifh Sultans, he 
had no lefs reafon to dread the increafc of the 
Ottoman power, than either the Pope or the 
Vencdans. 

kaglfcwith Without hcfitarion therefore he refolvcdto 

iSd^hHr -• ^^"^P^y ^* *c requcft that was now made to 

nctim. him, and readily entered into an alliance, by 

which he bound himfelf to pay one half of the 

13 expencc 
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cxpence of that powerful armament which it 
was judged neccflary to employ, while the Re- 
public of Venice engaged to defray three-fpurchs 
of the other. half, and the Pope the remainder. 

The preparations ftipulated were carried on 
with the utmoft celerity and difpatch, and about 
the middle of September a fleet was ready to 
fail from Mefllna, conififting of upwards of two 
hundred and fifty Ihips of war, befides fhips of 
burden, and, if w^ may believe the cotemporary 
hiftorians, carrying near fifty thoufend men; 
fourteen thoufand of whom were furniflicd by 
the Princes and States of Itajy. 

The chief command of this mighty armament 
was given to Don John of Auftria, for whom 
the title of Generaliffimo was invented on this 
occafion. The Grand Commendator Requc- 
fens was appointed his lieutenant, and under 
him were the marquis de Santa-Croce, Doria, 
M. Antony Colonna, commander of the Pops-'s 
gallies, and Sebaftian Venicro, who commanded 
thofe of the Venetians. 

The aged Pontiff, overjoyed to obferve that 
his negociations had been attended with fo great 
fuccefs, indulged the moft fanguine hopes with 
regard to the iffue of the war ; and, as if he had 
received a revelation concerning it from Hea* 

Vol. L B b vcn^ 
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^ ^ix^ ^ '^^^^ ^^ exhorted Don John to embrace the firft 
L^^^mj opportunity of engaging with the enemy, over 
^^^'' whom he affured him he would obtain a com- 
plete viftory. He fcnt him at the fame time a 
confecrated ftandard, and a number of eccle- 
fiaftics to officiate in facred things on board the 
fliips J and ordered a faft and jubilee to be pro- 
claimed, with an abfolution from their fins, to all 
who fhould acquit themfclvcs with honour againft 
the infidels. 

Sciim'sprc- Selim, on the other hand, exerted himfelf 
parations. ft^gj^uQ^fly jj^ providing againft fo great a dan- 
ger as now threatened to overwhelm him ; and 
although a part of his troops were ftill employed 
in reducing Cyprus, he was able, through the 
great refources which he pofliflfed, to equip a 
fleet fl:ill more numerous than that of the Chrift- 
ian allies. Hali, to whom the chief command 
of it was given, arrived on the wcftern coaft of 
Greece about the time when Don John fct fail 
from Sicily ; ^nd the two fleets came in fight of 
each other, with a refblution not to decline 
fighting, on the 7th of Odlober, near the gulph 
of Lepanto. 



ofLepanto. 



The battle The Batdc was bcgun by the two admirals, 

and their example was followed by all the other 

commanders, ,as faft as the wind, or die general 

orders which they had received, would pcr- 

15 mit 
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mit them to advance. Between Don John and ^ ^^^ k 
the Bafha the engagement was bloody and ob- v— -v^ . 
ftinate. After cannonading one another for '^^'' 
fomc time, they came to clofe fight, and grappled 
with each other. The Spanilh foldiers thrice 
boarded the enemy's Ihip, ancf were thrice re-^ 
pulfed with great flaughter. But at laft Don 
John having received a reinforcement of two 
Jiundrcd men from the marquis of Santa-Croce, ^ 
the Turks were overpowered. Hali himfclf 
was killed, and all on board were either put to 
the fword or taken prifoaers. The crefccnt of 
Mahomet was then taken down, and the ftand- 
ard of the crofs credled in its ftead; after which, 
Don John, in order to intimidate the enemy, 
gave orders to have the head of the Turkifh ad- 
miral fixed upon a long pole, which was fattened 
to the topmaft ; and fhouts were fent from fliip 
to fhip of triumph and viftory. 

The contending parties were in the mean 
time engaged in every quarter in furious com- 
bat with each other, fighting hand to 'hand, 
as on a field of battle, and employing not only ^ 

guns and mulkcts, but arrows, pikes, javelins, , 
and all the other ancient as well as modern 
weapons of war. Both Turks and Chriilians 
gave the moft ftriking difplays of prowefs and 
intrepidity. Great numbers fell on both fides, . 
and the fea for feveral miles was tinged with 
B b 2 blood. 
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blood, and covered with* mangled limbs and 
catcafes.^r At laft the Chriftians were almoft 
^^'^^' every whefe viaorious. The Chriftian flaves, 
by whom the Turkifli gallies were rowe4> took 
Courage from the fuccefs with which the afms 
of the allies were attended, broke loofe from 
their chains, and contributed hot a little to fi^t 
the viftory ; while great numbers of the Spanifh 
and Italian galley-flaves, prompted by the hopes 
of recovering their liberty, having obtained 
permifliori from their officers, boarded and at- 
tacked the enemy with irrefiftiblc fury, and 
dilplayed a contempt of danger with which no- 
thing but defpair, or the abhorrence of flavery, 
could have infpired them. The Turks were 
at the fame time greatly dilheartcned by the 
lofs of their admiral ; and being tempted by the 
hopes of making their efcape upon a coaft inha- 
bited by their fellow fubjefts, many of them ran 
their fhips afhore, and left them an ealy prey to 
the enemy- 

Caufesof IThe Chriftian fleet was much better manned 
ory. ^^^ ^j^^ Turkifh, and the foldiers, having been 
a Ihorter time at fea, were more frefh and vi- 
gorous. They were infinitely better furnifhed 
with mails and helmets, and made much more 
life of fire-arms than the enemy, many of whom 
were armed only ^th bows and arrov^s, the 
wounds ihflifted by which were fcldorh mortal. 
%S The 
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The prows of the Turkjfti gallies were likcwife ® ^^^ ^ 
more open and defenccleis ; and the wind, < ^'-'^'m J 
which at firft was favourable, changed fuddenly '^^'* 
•againft them, and greatly facilitated the motions 
of the Chriftian fleet. Froip thefe caufes, added 
to the fortunate bravery of Don John, feconded ; 
by the prqdeqt and intrepid conduft of Reque- 
fens^ Santa-Croce, Coionna, and abpye all of 
Vcniero, Barbarigo, and other noble Venetians, 
jthe allies gained the moft memorable viftory 
of ^hich we read in the hjftory of modern 
(imes. 

It was not indeed obtained without confider- The lofs on 
able lofs. Near ten thoufand of the Chriftians 
were kiljed in the engagement, or died after- 
wards of their wounds. Among thefe was 
the Venetian Proveditor, Barbarigo^ a noble- 
man equally celebrated for his wifdom, his va- 
lour, and his moderation. His death was deeply 
lamented by the allies, and proved an irrepa- 
rable misfortune to the common caufe. But to 
compenfate for thefe loflcs, near fifteen thoufand 
Chriftians were delivered from captivity j and 
of the Turks, above five and twenty thoufand 
were killed, apd ten thoufand taken prifoners. 
A hundred and thirty of thcjr fhips fell into the 
enemy's hands, and all the reft were either fui^k 
or battered to pieces, or J)urnt, except between 
thirty and forty with which Uliicciali, the fa- 
, B b 3 mous 
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^ ^ix ^ ^^^^'^ corfair, efcapcd to Conftantinople, through 
V-— V — ^ his fuperior flcill in navigation, and his know- 

This viftory, gained over the implacable 
enemy of Chriftcndom, fpread univcrfal joy- 
throughout all Europe; and Don John, to 
whom as commander in chief it was princi- 
pally afcribed, was celebrated every where as 
the greateft hero of the age. No perfon had 
more reafon to rejoice than Philip, yet he re- 
ceived the meflenger with a cold indifference ; 
which his cotemporaries were not inclined to 
attribute to his moderation, fo much as to that 
jealoufy of his brother's fame, of which he gave 
iafterwards a more convincing proof. *^ Don 
John," laid he, " has gained the vidory, but 
he hazarded too much : he might have loft it." 
The Pope's joy on this occafion was more fin- 
cere. When he received the news, he cried 
out, in the words of lacred writ, '^ There was a 
man fent from God, whofe name was John." 



TheaUics guT the fruits of this fignal vidory were 

return . ■ • • i ' i '• i • i • • j 

twme. not proportional to the joy which it excited. 
' The feveral admirals differed widely from one 
another with regard to the meafures proper to 
be taken in the further profecution of the war. 
Although Don John had been honoured with 
the extraordinary title of Geheraliffimo, yet, ac- 
*' ^ . >. ^ V cording 
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cording to the treaty of alliance, no matter of ^ 
importance could be determined without the 
confent of the* other commanders. He would '^^'* 
have failed immediately after the battle for the 
Dardanelles, to intercept the remains of the 
Turkifli fleet, and to block up the communica- 
tion between Conftantinople and the Mediter- 
ranean ; but the Venetians and other members 
of the council of war refufed to agree to this 
propofal. Other enterprifcs were afterwards 
propofed, and rejefted 5 nor could they fix on 
any one common mealiire, but that of returning 
home, to repair the damage which had been 
fuftained, and to prepare for refuming their ope- 
rations in the fpring. 

Not long after Don John's arrival at Mef- Embaflyof 

'^ , , , , the Greeks 

fina, the Chriftians in Albania and Macedonia, to Don 
filled with admiration of his character, and Re- 
lieving that it muft be lohg before the Turks 
could recover from the blow which they had re- 
ceived, fent an embafly to make him an offer of 
the fovereignty over them, and to affure him, 
that, if he would come to their affiftance with a 
fleet and army, they would Ihake off the Turkifli , 
ypke, and facrificc their lives and fortunes in his 
icr«rice. 

Don John, whofe ruling paffion was ambi- 

tipnj would gladly have accepted this tempting 

B b 4 offer. 
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BOOK offer, but was obliged to inform the ambaffa- 
^—v— ^ dors, that before he could comply with their 
*^^'' requeft, the King muft be confulted, and his 
conftnt obtained. He accordingly fent imme- 
diate notice to his brother of the propofal that 
had been made to him. And Philip, whether 
prompted by jealoufy, as was generally believed, 
or by motives of prudence and policy, as he 
gave out, put an end at once to any hopes 
which Don John might have conceived, by 
. telling him, that at prefent all thoughts of fuch 
an enterprife muft be laid afide, left the Vene- 
tians Ihould take the alarm, and abandon the 
confederacy. This, it is not improbable, would 
have happened, fince the Venetians had no lefs 
reafon to dread the neighbourhood of the Spa- 
niards than of the Turks 5 and had befides a 
claim themfelves to a part of thofc territories, 
to the fovereignty of which Don John' aipired. 

^onTof'the ^^ ^^^ mean time Ulucciali, whom Selim 
Turks. had made commander in chief of all his naval 
forces, exerted himfelf with extraordinary vi- 
gour and adivity in fitting out a new fleet, to 
fupply the place of that which had been ruined 
in the battle of Lepantb ; and fuch at this time 
were the refources of the Turkifli empii*e, that 
he was ready by the month of April to leave 
Conftantinople, with more than two hundred 
gallies, b^fides a great number of other fhips. 

With 
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With this fleet he coafted along Negropont, ® ^^ ^ 
the Morea, and Epirus ; put the maritime towns^ 
into a pofture of defence 5 chaftifcd with great 
feverity many of thofe Chriftians who had been 
concerned in the invitation given to Don John ; 
and afterwards took his ftation at Modon in the 
Morea, with an intention to watch there the 
motions of the enemy. 

He had full leifure to finifh all the prepara- inaaivity 
pons which he judged to be neceflary. The iiel!^^ 
allies difputed long with one another concern- 
ing the plan of their future operations j and at 
laft, when, through the inaftivity which their 
diflentions had occafioned, it was become ne- 
pcflary for them to drop their. fcheme of con- 
queft in Greece and Africa, and to go a fecond 
time in qneft of the Turkifli fleet> Philip hav- 
ing conceived a fufpicion that the court of 
France had, in order to gratify the Sultan, 
formed the defign of attacking him in Pied- 
piont, or the Netherlands, fent inftruftions to 
Don John to delay for fome time longer his de- 
parture from Meffina. At this place the Spa- 
nifh fleet remained till after the maflfacre of 3t. 
Bartholomew; when Philip, being delivered 
from his anxiety with regard to the intentions 
of the French court, gave his brother permif- Augufi, 
fion tp join thq Venetians, and to a6^ in con- ^^^^' 

cert 
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BOOK cf rt with them in profccuting the war againfir 
the Turks. 



157X. 

Thcyatlaft 
fet fail for 

Ciecce. 



But it was the laft day of Auguft before the 
allies could efFeftuatc a junftion of their forces ; 
and it was the middle of September before they 
came in fight of the enemy. Immediately after 
their arrival on the Grecian coafl:> Ulucciali 
drew out his fleet, as if he intended to offer 
battle; but no fooner had he made a fingle 
difcharge of his artillery, in the way of bra- 
vado or defiance, than he retired under the 
fortifications of Modon. Thefe he had ftrength- 
ened in fuch a manner, as to render it extremely 
dangerous for the allies to approach ; and he 
refolved to lie in wait there for fome favourable 
opportunity of attacking them, or at leaft to 
keep his fleet in readinefs to harafs and inter- 
rupt them, in cafe they fhould attempt a dc- 
fcent. 



riucciali 

declines 

ftghting. 



Don John called a council of his general 
ojficc,rs, to confider of the meafures proper to 
be purfued in cafe the Turkifh admiral fhould 
perfift in his refolution to decline fighting. It 
was thought impraflicable to force their way 
into the harbour of Modon ; and therefore it 
was refolved to put the forces on fhore, and to 
befiege the town by land. But from this at- 
tempt they were foon deterred, by the inform- 

atioq 
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ation which they received from fome troops fent ® 9^J^ ^ 
to reconnoitre the ftrength of the place ; w^ich ^■■■" v ' T y ^ 
was fo completely fortified, that they could ^^'^^ 
not cxpeft to reduce it before the approach of 
winter. 

It was next agreed to attempt the redudion sJcgcof 
of Navarino, which is another town on the 
weftern coaft of the Morea, not many miles 
from Modbn. The conduft of this enterprife 
was committed to Alexander Farnefe, prince of 
Parma, who fpmc years afterwards filled all Eu- 
rope with his nenown, and acquired the charafter 
of one of the greateft generals of this or perhaps 
of any other age. But the prefent undertaking 
did not afford him an opportunity of dilplaying 
thofe fuperior talents for which h^ is fo juftly ce- 
lebrated. The garrifon was powerfully rein- 
Forced by detachments fent from Modon ; and 
jTo numerous an army was drawn together from 
the neighbQuring towns, and fent byUlucciali 
to attack the befiegers, that Farnefe, after bat- 
tering the ramparts for feveral days, was obliged 
to raifc the fiege, and put his forces on board is raifc<!. 
the fleets which foon afterwards fet fail for 
MelTina/ - 



Some riionths before this time the league had Death of 
fufFered an irreparable lofs, by the death of 
the Pope ', whofe fucceflbr Gregory the Xlllth 
' had 



the Turks. 
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^ ^x^ ^ ^^^ neither the fame zeal nor the fame influence 
\L.:,' v *'-^ and authority, Gregory, however, entered rea- 
'^^** dily into his predcceflbr's views, and fhewed 
himfelf willing to purfue the plan which Pius 
had adopted. And Philip, who was nqw en- 
tirely free from his apprehenfions of a French 
invafioriy had i;efolved to e^ert himfelf more 
than ever in the profecution of the war. But 
the Venetians haying been highly diifatisfied 
with the inaftivity of the Spanilh fleet in the 
The vene- preceding fummer ; and finding that after a trial 

tiansmake *■ ^ -in 

peace with of two ycars they had, notwithftandmg tt^e • vic- 
tory of Lcpanto, derived little advantage from 
the war, to compenfate for the great expcnce 
which it had coft them, they liftened to propo- 
ials made them by the French ambaflfador;, and 
through his interccflion concluded ^ f^parate 
peace with the Sultan* 

The Pope and Dor^ John ^xpreflcd their in- 
dignation againfl; the Venetians, on this occa- 
fjon, without referve. But Philip, thought it 
beneath his dignity to difcover either uneafinefs 
or rcfentment; find when intelligence of the 
peace was brought him, he anfwered coolly, 
that he had entered into the league at the defire 
of the fovereign Pontiff; and that, although 
the Venetians had thought proper to abandon 
it, he would, ftill employ his fleet and army as 
before, for the attainment of thofe important 

. cndsj 
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ends, the humbling of the Infidels^ and the fe- book 
curity of Chriftendom, with a view to which the u -/-^irf 
Confederacy had been formed. ^^^ 

Agreeably to this refolution, he fent orders 
to Don John, to Doria, and the marquis of 
Santa-Croce, to employ their utmoft dilige;icc 
in repairing and augmenting the fleet, and to 
hold it ready for entering upon aftion in thd 
fpring. Thefe orders were punftually executed* 
Ulucciali, with the Turkifli - fleet, advanced ^s 
far as Prevefa in Epirus, But neither he nor the 
Spanifli commanders thought it expedient to try 
their force in a general engagement. At Icngtii 
Ulucciali, after reinforcing the garrifons of the 
maritime towns, difmiflcd the corfairs who had 
come to his afliftance, and about the end of the 
fummer kt fail for Conflantinople. After which 
Don John, agreeably to his infl:ru6lions from 
the King, paflfed over to Africa, with an inten- 
tion to undertake the reduftion of Tunis ; car- 
rying with him for this purpofe a fleet of two 
thoufand fail, having twenty thoufand foot on 
board, befidcs four hundred light horfe, feven 
hundred pioneers, and a numerous train of heavy 
artillery^ 

Tunis was at this time in the hands of the 
Turks, commanded by Heder Baflia, whom 
Selim had lately fent to govern the town dnd 

kingdom. 
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kingdom- . Hcdcr, fcized with conftcrnation at 
the approach of the Spanilh fleet, left Tunis 
'r*^*' with his troops and a great number of the inha- 
bitants, and Don John took poffeffion of the 
place, without meeting with the fmallcft op- 
pofition. 

Philip had inftruded his brother, when he 
fent him on this expedition, to ^dcftroy Tunis, 
and to ftrengthen the fortifications of the ifle and 
fortrels of Goletta*. But inftead of complying 
with thefe inftruftions, Don John refolved to 
fortify the town more ftrongly than ever; and 
having laid the foundations of a new fort, or 
citadel, he treated all the inhabitants who re- 
mained with lenity and indulgence ; and engafged 
many of thofe who had fled, to return and fub- 
mit to the Spanifli government i after which he 
carried b^ek his fleet to Sicily, 

He foon difcovered his intention in a(9:ing 
a part fo contrary to the orders of the King. 
His fucccfs. in an enterprife in which the late 
Emperor had failed, though entirely owing to 
the cowardice of the Turkiih governor, had 
inflamed his ambition; and he had conceived 
the hopes that his brother would be perfuadcd 

« The Goletta, which is fitaated at the entrance of the bay 
cf Tunis> had been in the hands of the Spaniards ever iinceit 
was concjuefcd by the emperor Chades. 

to 
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to grant him the title and dignity of the King of ^ 
Tunis, in compcnfation for the fovercigoty of 
Greece, which he had prevented him from ac- ^^^*" 
cepting. The Pope, it is faid, had difapproved 
of Philip's refolution to demolifh Tunis j and 
had fecredy encouraged Don John to venture 
upon difobeying lym j from an opinion that the 
erefting a Chriftian kingdom in Barbafy, would' ^ 
prove the moft cfFeftual means of- extirpating 
the piratical dates. It is certain that Gregory 
warmly folicitcd Philip to confer upon his bro:- 
ther the fovereignty of his new conqueft, and 
rcprefcnted that all Chriftendopi, and efpecially 
Spain and Italy, would from thence derive the 
moft fubftantial advantages. 

i 

Philip, was confcious that, notwithftanding 
his copious refources, it was beyond his power, 
while thfe war in the Netherlands fubfiftcd, to 
efFeftuatc the eftablifhmcnt of a new kingdom 
in oppofition to fb potent an enemy as the 
Turkifh Sultan. And he had defired the forti- 
fications of Tunis to be difmantled, in order to 
lave the expence of a numerous garrifon, which 
would be ncccflary for its defence. He did not, 
however, exprefs great refentment againft his 
brother for counterafting his inftruftions. But 
when the Pope interceded with him to confer 
the fovereignty on Don John, he replied, 
*^ That, although no perfon could be more 

fincerely 
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^ ^x^ ^ fincerely concerned than himfelfi for his bro- 
%^^^^^ therms honour and intcreft j yet there was much 
*^^** ground to doubt, whether either the one or the 
other would be advanced by his complying with 
the Pope's requeft 5 and that he could not grant 
it, till he (hould know whether he was able to 
maintain the acquilition that had been made, 
againft the formidable armament which the 
Sultan was preparing for its recovery.** The 
prudence of this reply, whether it did or did 
not proceed from fome fecret motive of jealoufy 
againft his brother, was fully juftificd by the 
iflue. 

•r^msand In the fummcr following, Selim fent Uluc- 
takenby ciali againft Tunis, with a fleet confifting of 
f!ie Turks. ^^^ hundred fhips, having about forty thou- 
fand troops on board, under the command of 
, his fon-in-law Sinan Baflia, The new fort 

which Don John had begun to build,, was not 
yet complete. Nor was the garrifon which he 
had left ftrong enough to hold out long againft 
fo great a force. Don John laboured with 
much zeal and anxiety in afTembling the Spanifh 
fleet, with an intention to raife the fiege, but he 
was detained for feveral weeks, firft in one 
harbour, and afterwards in another, by tem- 
peftuous weather and contrary winds. The 
Turks in the mean time being powerfully fe- 
conded by many thoufand Moors, under the 

governor 
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governor of Tripoli and the viceroy of Algiers, 
puihed forward their operations at the fame time 
againft Tunis and the Goletta. The garrifons '^^*' 
defended themfelves long with the utmoft 
bravery ; but at laft they were overpowered by 
numbers, and both the Goletta and the town 
were taken by aflault. 

DoK John was affeded in the moft fenfible 
manner by this difefter ; which (hewed him the 
folly of his late prefumption, and extinguifhec^ 
thofe flattering hopes which he had long in- 
dulged of attainmg Ibme regal or fovereign cfla- 
blilhment. His mortification on this occafion 
was the greater, becaufe, after his moft vigorous 
efforts, the Spanifh fleet was fl:ill too weak to 
enable him to take vengeance on the enemyJ 
Philip, for the fame rcafon, dreaded that the' 
Turkifh commanders would purfue their con- 
quefts, and either attack his other polfefllons ii> 
Africa, or attempt a defcent in Naples or Sicily, 
and it is probable that his apprehenfions woujd 
have proved biit too well founded, had not Selim 
died about this time, and left his throne to his 
fon Amurath the Third ; who devoted the be- 
ginning ^f his reign to the arts of peace ^ 

' Prince Cantemir's Hill, of the Ottoman empire. Aa<* 
tcnio Herrera ; aad Ferreias in hoc anno. Miniana, lib. r'lu 

Vol. I, ' C c 
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PHILIP THE SECOND, 

. s K I N G O F S P A I N. 

B O O K X. 

DURING the courfe of the tranf^aions b.o ojc 

related in the preceding book, a variety ■ — /-vj 

of important events happened in the Nether- Affalwof 

.lands, which require a more circumftantial the Nether* 

" lands,' 

narration. \ 

In oppoling the prince of Orange and count 
Lewis of NafTau, it was confcfled, even by the * 
duke of Alva's enemies, that he afted with the 
moft confummate prudence ; and if his con- 
duft afterwards had been equally prudent, he 
might, notwithftanding the general odium 
which his tyranny had excited againfl: him, 
have preferved the Netherlands in obedience 
to his authority. For if fuch of the people as 
C c 2 were 
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^ ^j? * ^^'^ difaffcacd to his government remtine4 
^■■^■^ quiet while the prince of Orange was at hand 
^^^^ to favour their attempts, it cannot be fuppofed, 
that, after all thejr hopes of aififtance were ex- 
tinguilhcd, they would have ever (kred to de- 
pute his will. And indeed the Ipirits of this 
unhappy people, at the prefcnt period, feem to 
have been fo entirely broken, and their minds 
fo deeply impreflcd with awe and terror, that 
nothing could have infpired them with the cou- 
rage which they afterwards difplayed, but info- 
lence and opprelfion carried tb ^e n^oft enor-' 
mous height. 

i^I^d V. As foon as the army of the prince of Orange 
r««*^- was dilbandcd, Alva dlfmifled his German ca- 
valry, and having diftributed the grcatcft part 
of his infantry into winter-quarters, he fet out 
himfe^f with the remainder for Bruflcls ; where, 
after a triumphant entry, he ordered his viftoiy 
to be celebrated with every fpecics of rejoicing. 
He then commanded a folemn thankfgiving for 
the fucccfs which had attended his arms to be 
pbfcrved through all the provinces; and or- 
dered a ftatue of himfcif to be formed in brals, 
apd medals to be ftfuck, which, while they 
ferved to perpetuate the memory of his ex- 
ploits, gave proof of a degree of vanity and ar- 
rogance, which put his friends to the blulh, and 
piadc the world unwilling to yield him thar 

pr^ii^ 
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J>raifc which his vigour and abilities would ^^^^: 
have procured him ^ One of die fk-fl a^s K mmm \ ^ . mi 

- of *^«- 

^ In one pf the medals he was reprefeiited riding in a ^• 

triomphal chariot, with a Vidtory behind him p'utdhg ^ 
^crown upon his head« In his right>hand h^ held a fword, to 
ilgbify that he had cOh()uered ooant Lev^ by open force i 
and in the left, an Mg\s, to exprefs thAt wifdoih of which hit ; 
had availed himfelf againft the prince of Otange ; ana as a 
farther emblem of his wifdom, the chariot was drawn by owls, 
which in th6 an(fient heathen fuperfticion were fiimd t6 
Minerva. 

Bat his ftatue, which was made at tiiti tiiHe, and afte r^ 
wards placed in th(b citadel of Antwerf^, alioMisd a Hill 
more ftriking proof of his vanity and arrogance^ It was 
the workmanihip of Jockeling^ a German artift, the mod 
celebrated fculptor of the age. The governor was repre- 
fentM trampling under his feet the figure of a monitor^ 
Having certsun emblematical fign»in different parts, which 
denoted the petition which had been prefented to the dutcheA 
oi Parma, the compromife, and the infurredion and tumults 
which enfued. The bafe of the work was a fquare pillar of 
marble, containing on One fide the attift's nimci and on th^ 
other three fides an encomium of the duke of Alva i ^ho i^ 
there faid to have extinguifhed herefy and rebellion> to have 
faved the church from deftru£iion, and reftored juiHce and 
tranquillity to the Netherlands. This monument of Alva^a 
vanity was far from being acceptable to the King ; it was ik 
fubjed of derifion dfnong his enemies at the cotiri of Spain ; 
ind in the Flemingsi it excited ihe^higheft refentment and 
indignadon^. 

tt sippe^rk from drotiuSf thai at»ottt this tiitie tK^ duk^ 
inadf feVeral ufcful regulations with regard to trade, th^ 

* Bentivogiia, p. 86. Vin Loon, tern. i. p. t3|4 (trada^ p. %iq, 
C C I coin^ 
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^^x^ ^ of his admimftration after his return to Brufltrlsi 

w -^, 1^ was to determine thrfate of the prifoners whom 

'^^^' he had taken during the campaign ; and all fuch 

of them as were inhabitants of the Netherlands 

were treated as rebels, and put to death. 

His tyran- A STRICT inquiry was fet on foot, to difcov^r 
''^* thofe who had, either by word or deed, whilft 

the war fubfifted, (hewn their inclinations 'fa-* 
yourable to the prince of Orange. And as the 
iflue of the war had remained long uncertain, 
and fortune had fometimes favoured one .fide 
and fdmetimes another, many perfons had un-. 
warily given vent both to their hopes and to 
their fears s little fufpefting that they were to^ 
bc^ called to fo rigorous an account for un- 
guarded expreflions„uttcrcd among their friends 
and neighbours, which were now imputed ta 
them as the moft atrocious crimes. The people 
of the Low Countries had long enjoyed ^the 
privilege of not being tried by any judges> 
but thofe of the city or diftrid: to which they 
belonged j and no citizen could be put to 
death who had not confefled his crime. No 
regard was paid to either of thefe privileges. 
Perfons of all ranks were hurried from the 

coin* and the liberty of the prefs ; but they failed in pro- 
moting the purpofes for which they were intended^ and even 
the memory of them was foon effaced by the violence of the 
irieafures which he afterwards purfued, * 

places 
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places of their rcfidcncg, and carried to fp great 
a diftance as made it impoflible for them to dif- 
prove the accufations brought againft them, how- '5^^* 
ever grpundlefe. Great numbers were fcized 
qn bare fulpicion ; niai^y fuiFered death on the 
flighteft evidence -, and others were haraffed with 
profecutioi^, by which they w^re reduced to the 
utmoft poverty ^nd diftrefs % 

The iniquity and unrelenting cruelty exer- thcNc- 

cifed by the inquifitors diffufed an univerfal dcfmcdby 

terror over all the provinces. Not only the £„©? tS" 

Proteftants, but likewife all who had ever p^^p^- 
Ihewn themfelves attached to the liberty of their 

*^ The negligence which the judges difcovered in the fen- 
tetKes which they paiTed againft the unhappy vi6tims deli-x 
vcred oy^r to them by the inquifitors^ and in the warrants 
which they ilgned for their execution, would be incredible, 
if the many inftances recorded by the contemporary hifto- 
rians did not put it beyond all doubt.\ An order was iiTued 
at this time Tor executing feveral of the prifoners who had 
been condemned. In the lift of their names the name o£ 
one man was inferted whoTe caufe had not been tried, and 
he too was led to execution. Some time after, the judges 
gave orders to have this man brought before them for his 
trial. They were informed, that, in obedience to their 
former command, he had already fu£Fered death ; and proof 
was at the fame time laid before them of his innocency. Moft 
of the judges exprefled on this occafion great uneafinefs; 
but Vargas, the Spanifti lawyer, obferved, that what had 
happened, if rightly cpniidered, ought not to give them much 
concern, Ance it was happy for .the man's foul that he died 
innocent. 

C c 4 ^ country, 
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country, faw that nothing Icfs would &,tk{f tti6 
governor than their utter ruin. It would nOt 
avail them, they perceived, to conceal their fen- 
timents, nor even to difclaim them j fincc many 
of thofc who had done fo, had been puniftied 
with death and confifcation j and had received 
no other favour from the judges, but that of 
having fufFcrcd by the fword or halter, inftead 
of being committed to the flames. Determined 
by thcfe confidcrations, great numbers of both 
fexes abandoned their habitations, and withdrew 
into foreign parts. We ought not, perhaps, to 
believe what fomc hiftorians relate, that no Icfs 
than a hundred thoufand houfes were forlakcn 
by the inhabitants. It is however certain, that 
fevcral of the principal cities were fenfibly 
thinner, and fome whole villages and fmaller 
towns were rendered almoft defolate. Many 
of thofe who left the Netherlands went over 
to England^ where they were well received by 
Elizabeth. And as in that country they en- 
joyed the free cxcrcife of their religion, they 
fixed their refidencc in it ; and amply rewarded 
the Englilh for the protection afforded them, by 
introducing among that people various branches 
of manufaftuf e, with which they had before been 
unacquainted. 

The Low Countries fuffered extremely from 
iT)is emigration of the inhabitants. But the 

duke 
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duke of Alva, far from being deterred by this • ^^ ^ 
conlideration from the profecution of his plan, ^i-'m - "* ^ 
was at pains to prevent the return of the exiles, *^^ 
and even prohibited from returning all fuch of 
dieir friends as liad gone to yifit them, by pub- 
Kihing an edift, fetting forth, that they ihould 
be confidered as holding, intcrcourfe with rebels^ 
and ihould be liable to the punifhment due to 
thofe who gave affiftancc to the enemies of the 
King. 

. " ' •• 

• The governor's vanity was flattered about 
this time, by an embafly which came from tht 
Pope, to prcfent him a confecratcd hat and fword* 
This fort of prefent, which ufed to be beftowcd 
only upon princes, was conferred on the duke 
of Alva, as an illuftrious defender of the popifli 
faith ; and it contributed to confirm him in the 
purluit of thofe fanguinary meafurcs, which had 
procured him fuch a diftinguifhed honour. 

^UT there was now almoft no occafion for Thetx* 
employing mealurcs of this kind in his govern- c^niL 
mcnt of the Netherlands. All perfons who had 
rendered themfelves obnoxious to his di(plea« 
fure, had either been put to death, or had goac 
into a voluntary banifhment ; while thofe who 
remained had fliewn themfelves ready to yield 
an implicit and entire obedience to his will. 
The new bifhops, the decrees of the council. of 

Ttcat, 
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B- K Ti^ent, the rites an4 ttrcmonica of die RomU^ 
ui^y^-r church) w^e received afid eltfihlilhfid through* 
'^^*- out all the provinces. 

Anxiety of Th^s fuccefi of Ao dukc of Alva^s arms and 
of ^^<L counfcis gave grc^ uneafincfs to fomc of the 
iwighbouring princes, ^nd particularly to the 
queen of England. That wife princeis had 
from the beginning of her reigit behejkl with 
anxiety the growing power of the Spanifh mo- 
narchy. She knew how much Philip was in- 
clined to difhif^ her government, and was fen- 
fible of the advantage which tjie vicinity of 
his dominions in the.Netherl^nfU afforded him, 
for carrying any fcheme which ^e ipight form 
againft her into execution i eipecially at the 
preient period, when, inftead of the limited 
prerogative which he had hitherto enjoyed in 
thefc provinces, he had acquired an abfolute or. 
defpotic p<?wfir, and cftablilhed a military force, 
which was formidable to the neighbouring na- 
ttoas, as well as to the people who;ii it had 
been employed to fubduc. ^ Prompted by thefc, 
cpofidcrations, Elizabeth had granted her pro- 
tedipn to the Flemifli exiles ; and, if we may 
c«dit fome hiftorians, fhe had given fecret af- 
fiftance in money to the prince of Orange. The 
lituation of her ^flairs at home, where ll^e was 
difquietcd by the machinations' of the partifans 
of the que^n of Scots, rendered it inexpedient 

for 
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for I^er to come to an open breach with the ^ ^^ ^ 
Spdnifh monarch; but notwithftanding this, ^■-*y '— ^ 
flic had reiblved to lay hold of the firft propcf ^^^^^ 
opportunity that fliouW occur of countera&ing 
his defrgns* 

It was not long before an occalion of this she fdzes 
kind offered, which fhe readily embraced, lonsrnsto 
Some merchants of Genoa having engaged to ^' 
tranfmit certain fums of mwiey for Philip's ufe 
into the Netherlands, had put four hundred 
thoufand crowns on board five fmall vefftis, 
which, being attacked on their way to Ant- 
werp by privateers belonging to the prihce 
of Conde, were obliged to take fheltcr in the 
harbours of Plymouth and Southampton. The 
Spanifli ambaffador at the court of London 
immediately applied for a fafe-condu<5t, that 
he might fend the money by the neareft way 
to the Low Countries ; and at firft Elizabeth 
feemed willing to grant his rcqueft j but after- 
wards fhe ordered the ambaflador to be told^ 
that, as fhe underftood the money was the pro- 
perty of the Italian merchants, fhe had rcfolved 
to detain it for feme time in her own hands, and 
^yould take care that the owners fhould not 
have any reafon to complain. The ambafTador 
endeavoured to make it appear, that the money 
belonged' to the King his mafter i and he was 
fccondcd in his applications for it by letters ) 

addrefTcd 
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» o^ K addrtfled to the Queen from the duke of Alra* 
^- v *^^ Elizabeth lent a deaf ear to their remonftrancesi 
^^^ and difcoyered plainly^ that fhe had refolved to 
keep the money. Alva was not of a temper to 
bear patiendy thk infult. It was ever more 
agreeable to his naturej to conquer difficulties, 
than to attempt^ by negociatien, to elude them. 
Without regard to treaties fubfifting between 
the EngUlh and the Flemings, and without con^ 
fiildng either the States or council of the Ne-- 
therlands, he ordered all the Englifh merchants 
at Antwerp to be caft into prifon, and their ef- 
fects to be confifcated. He did not confider, 
or he was not moved by the confideration> that 
the Flemings had at that dme a much greater 
quantity of goods in England, than the Eng-* 
lifti poflcffcd in Flanders. Elizabeth had no 
reafon therefore to be forry for what had hap- 
pened. But fhe difpatched an ambafl&dor to 
Philip, to complain of the injury done to her i 
and not receiving fatisfaftion, fhe proceeded to 
make rcprifals, and fcized effefts, belonging to 
Spanifh and Flemifh merchaws, by which her 
liibjcdts were more than compcnfated for aU the 
lofTcs which they had fuftained in Flanders* 
Alva came at laft to perceive his error, and fent 
over Chriflophcr Aflbnville to England, to ne* 
gociatc an agreement with the Queen. Eliza* 
bctb, who took pleafure to mortify the pride of 
Alva, refufcd to Admit AfTonville into her pre* 

fence. 
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ienccj becaufe he had not credentials from Phi- 
lip. Alva, more enraged than ever by this 
affront, prohibited the piedple in the Low 
Countries from holding any commercial inter- 
ceurfe with the Engliih i but at kft, after va«^ 
rious negociations, the matter was adjiifted by 
jcreaty, and the trade put upon its former foot- 
ing, in the year one thoufand five hundred and 
feventy^four *. 

In the mean time Elizabeth gained her end^ 
and did a moft material prejudice to Philip's 
intereft in the Netherlands. ^ This prejudice 
was indeed much greater than ihe intended^ 
^md was accom{>anied with more important 
coniequences than fhe could poffibly forefee* 
Great arrears were due to the Spanifti troopsj 
^nd Alva had contracted a confiderable debt by 
building citadels. Philip's treafury^ although 
the richeft in Europe, was exhaufted by the ex- 
penfive wars in which he had been engaged 
againft the Turks and Moors ; nor could he at 
prcfent afford the money rcquifite for the main- 
tenance of his forces in Flanders. In this fitua- 
tion, the governor found it ncccffary to have rc- 
courfe to the Flemings, whom he believed to be 
ib thoroughly fubdued, that they would not rcr 
fufe to comply with any demand which he could 
make upon them. 

^ Mfitereii, p. 8p. Strtda, p. -252. BentivogUo, p. So. 
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Th« aibfur^iy and folly, added to thcopprcf- 
fion and tyrwny^ inxo which his ^rogancc,.td- 
•Tmsoi gcthcr mth his igooranpe of the interefts of e 
^dloth -commercial people, belayed him on this occa- 
pciwics, £Qn, may jiiftly be r^prdcd as the chief caufe 
of all the difficulties which i>c afterwairds cq* 
countered, and qf all thofc aftonilhing exer- 
tions which the people made to free thcmfelvcs 
from the Spanifh yoke. It may .appear liir- 
prifing, that the impofing of taxes, however 
burdenfome, fhould have wrought more power- 
fully on their minds, than the cruel periecu- 
tions .which had been cxcrcifed with fuch un- 
relenting fury on account of religion. But the 
•reafonis obvious. The perfecutions extended 
only to a certsan number of individuals ; whereas 
the taxes afiefted iall men alike, and muft have 
proved the fource of univerfal and perpetual 
oppreffion. 

The people in the Low Countries had in no 
^riod been - accuftomed to be taxed by thfeir 
princes. The power of impofing taxes belong- 
ed, by the conftitution ; and content praftice, 
tO' the affembly of the States. And when the 
prince had occafion for money, he had been 
accuftomed, from the earlieft times, to peti- 
tion the States for a fupply, which they cither 
granted or refufed, as they were fatisfied or 
dilplcafcd with the reafons for demanding it. 

At 
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At certain periods, and pamculariy in the 'bfe- 
^nning of the prefent reign, ithcrjr had carried 
^dieir jedoufy of this important privilege fo fe, 
as to appoint commifSoners of their own to re^ 
^c^ive thc'flioniy from the people, and to fee it 
applied to the purpofes for which it had ban 
granted. The duke of Alva paid no greater 
regard-to thk than he had done to their mother 
privileges. He refolved by his own authoriiy 
to eftablifli taxes, fufficicnt not only to Supply 
his prefent neccfficy, but to ferve as a perpetual 
•fond. for defraying all the expenses of his^go* 
vernment# 

Tm manner in which thefe taxes were im^ 
poled was not more arbitrary, than the taxes 
themfelves were opprelEve. They were three 
in number. The firft was a tax of one /^r ceni, 
xm all goods, whether moveable or immove- 
able. The fecond, of twenty per cent, to be paid 
annually, of all immoveable goods, or heritage, 
•And the third, of ten per ient. of all moveaWc 
goods, to be paid on every fale. It was en* 
adked, that the firft of thefe taxes Ihould be paid 
only once ; but it was ordained, that the other 
•two fhould continue as long as the public exi- 
gencies ihould require. 

Intimation was made of thefe demands, in vSkfdiT* 
the name of the King, tQ an afleqably of die "^"^^^^ 
13 States i 
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States; aiid it is impofitble to defcribe the afto* 

mihinent which they excited. The depudes 

'^' knew not what anfwer to return y and therefore 

defired time to confider of the governor's requi- 

fidonSf and to tranfinit an account of them to 

their conftitucnts. They were received every 

I where with grief ^nd indignation; and there 

' wa3 nothing to be heard but the bittereft lamea- 

' cations over all the provinces. 

« It was not enough, they compldncd, for 
the King to have ftripped the country of infi^ 
nite numbers of the people ; to have filled the 
provinces with foreign foldiers, and to have 
wreathed the yoke about the necks of the in- 
habitants, by garrifons and citadels ; but they 
muft likewife bear the charge of fupporting 
thofe inftrumcnts of their opprefllon ; and for 
this purpofc, inftead of the voluntary and mo- 
derate contributions which they had been wont 
to pay under former princes, be loaded for ever 
with the moft violent and oppreflive taxes. 
Notwithftanding the injuftice with which they 
had been treated from the beginning t>f the go- 
vernor's adminiftration, yet, during hb contcft 
with the princes of Naflau, they had remained 
tinfliaken in their fidelity, to the King, and even 
CO- operated with his forces againft the enemy; 
but it now appeared that their moil implacable 
enemy was the King himfclf ; who fecmed to 

defire 



1>H1LIP n. KING OF SPAIN; 401 

defire nothbg fo much, as to reduce them to a * ^^^ ^ 
ftatc of the moil wretched flavery i and in order % - m^^lm ^j , 
to accomplifh an end fo cruel and inglorious, had '^^^ 
fcnt among them the duke of Alva, whofc con- 
dudb feemed rather as if he had come to extirpate 
the inhabitants, than to govern or protedt them* 
But they had already borne too much. It was 
lime to fliew that they had not beeninfenfibk of 
the treatment which they had received, and that 
they were not altogether unworthy of their il- 
luftrious anceftors, to whofc wildom and valour ^ 
they were indebted for thofe invaluable privi-* 
leges, of which the King, and the odious in- 
ftruments .of his tyranny, now wanted to de- 
prive them *. 

WttEN th'e. States found that the new taxe^ Oppodticn 
were fo univerfally difegreeable to their confti- fenJbjyaf 
tucrits, they took courage, and reprefented their '^* ^^"^^ 
own fentiments concerning them t6 the gover- 
nor. They reminded him of the difturbances 
which had arifen from an attempt to cftablifli 
the tax of the hundredth penny, m the year one 
thoufand five hundred and fifty-fix ; when per- 
fons of all ranks difcovercd an irreconcilable 
averfion to it, not only on account of the exor- 
bitancy of the tax itfelf, but bccaufe it reduced 
them to the difagreeable neccfllty of laying op^n 

f Bcntivogiio* p. 8 a. 
Vol. t D d theif 
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BOOK their private affairs. There was ftiU greater 
c^^^l,-^ rcafon, they obfervcd, for being diffatisfied 
'^^5 with the other taxes; and efpecially that of the 
tenth part of moveable goods, to be paid at 
every ^e. - This was not only fuch a tax as had 
been never known in the Low Countries, but 
would prove a burden which it would be ut- 
terly knjiofliWc to fupport. It would amount, 
in many cafes, nearly to the value of the com- 
modiides themlelves ; fmce the fame commodi- 
ties were often transferred from one perfon to 
another, and from him to a third, a fourth, a 
fifth, a fixth, before they came into the hands 
of the confumer. In woollen manufa£hires 
this was unavoidable; the wool was purchaied 
by one fet of manufafturers ; the yarn by an- 
other ; the cloth, before it was dyed, by a third j 
then it was fold to the merchant.; by him, to 
the retailer ; and by the retailer to his cuftomers 
for ufe ; and thus the tax propofed would 
amount to fix or /even tenths of the fuU value 
of the commodity. Sever^ confequences, fatal 
to the profperity of the people^ would enfue. 
Foreigners would no IcHiger purchafe their ma- 
nufaftures, beoaufe they could not fell them at 
the ufual prices. The mamifadurers and mer- 
chants would fly from a country where they 
were fo grievoufly opprcfled ; and the Flemings 
would be obliged to have recourfe to foreign 
nations for thofc commodities with which fo- 
reigners 
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feigners had hitherto been fuppKcd by them. 
Thus the Iburccs of their wealth woukt in a Utdc 
-time be dried up ; and> as they woxild not have 
any manufaftures of their own, fo they coulid not 
long poflefs the means of purchafing them from 
others. To thefc reafons they added another^ 
taken from the great expence and diffieulty with 
which the coUedion of the tax propofed muft be 
attended. A multitude of tax-gatherers muft 
be employed} the people would ftill find it 
prafticable, in numberlefs cafes, to elude the 
tax 5 and the tranquillity of the provinces would 
be continually difturbed with alterc^tipns and 
difputes. 

In anfwer to this remonftrance, Alva, with 
much ignorance and haughtinefs, replied^ that 
nothing could convince him that the taxes re* 
quired would be fo oppreflive as had beea 
reprefcntedj fince it was evident, that he dc* 
manded only one part of ten for the King, and 
left the remaining parts to the people* That 
in his town of Alva in Spain, the tax of the 
tenth penny was a6hially paid, and yielded him 
an yearly rent of between forty and fifty thou- 
fand ducats. That if fuch a revenue aShe ex* 
peded (hould arife from it in the Netherlands, 
he would deliver the people from all their other 
taxes. That he had often heard the fete Em- 
pcroj complain of the difficulty of procuring 
:• D d a money 
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money from his fiibjcfts in the Low Countries 5 
and that, in order to obt^n it, he had been con« 
'^^ ftrained to grant them privileges greatly preju-- 
dicial to his authority. But at prefent there was 
no room for remonftrances. Great arrears were 
due to his troops; feveral new forts muft be 
built without delay for the fecurity of the CDun* 
try ', money for thefc purpofes muft be immedi- 
ately procured, and he could not dc vife any more 
effe£hial means of raifing it, than the taxes which 
were propofed '• 

Such was the governoi^s reply to the aflem- 
bly of the States j but being fenfible of the difR- 
culties which attended his plan, he laid it before 
the council, and defired the counfcllors to con- 
fider^of the raoft effeftual method of carrying it 
into execution. There were fome of them, who, 
in order to ingratiate themfelves with the Duke, 
exhorted him to pcrfift in his defign. And 
thcfe men advifcd him to endeavour firft to gain 
over fuch of the provinces as had diftinguiftied 
themfelves by their loyalty; faying, that their 
example would foon be followed by the other 
provinces, who would dread incurring the impu- 
tation of difafFedtion, 

» 

But moft of the councilors were of a con- 
trary .opinion, and particularly the prefidcnt 

• .' f Mctcrcn, p. 89. 

♦ VigUusi 
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Villus ; a minifter of Jong experience in the % ^^ % 
Netherlands, and of undoubted fidelity to the y -^V-zr ^ 
King. « The obje.aions>" faid hci, « which '^i ' 
had been urged againfl the taxes were unan^ 
fwcrable; for there was the wideft difference 
.between the kingdom of Spain, and the Low 
Country provinces. The wealth of Spain con«r 
lifted in the great extent of its territory and the 
fertility of its foil. It was divided from other 
Tcingdoms, either by inacceflible mountains, or 
by the ocean. It was complete within itfel^ 
and independent of any connexion with other 
countries. Whereas the Netherlands were of 
fuch fmall extent, as to be utterly infufficient 
to fuppoft the inhabitants. They were fituated 
in the heart of Europe, and had fo many dif- 
ferent nations bordering upon them, that, if . 
trade were difcouraged or opprefled, the ma- 
nufafturers and merchants could eafily, and 
would certainly, tranfplant themfelvcs, toge- 
ther with their arts, to the countries which lay 
around them. This confequence was to be 
dreaded from much lefs burdenfome impoG* 
tions than thofe that were propofed 9 which 
were ftich as had never taken place in any 
commercial ftate, and to which, he was con- 
' fident,. the people of the Low Countries would 
never be perfuaded to fubmit. I ipeak thus , 

{continued he) prompted by a concern for tiie 
intercft of the King, as well as by a -regard to 
. . ' Dd 3 ;hc 
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t K the prolpcrity of the Netherlands ; for Acre is 
Ui-/*.iJ the greateft reafen to apprehend, that if the 
Hh* governor (hall not depart from his refolution^ 
trade will foon be reduced fo low, that the 
|)eople will be di&bled from fbmilhing die 
fupplies 'reqmfite for the purpofes of govern- 
ment ».'* 

This Ipecch of Viglius ferved rather to in- 
cenfe the duke of Alva than to convince him, 
"Without regarding either the dignity of the 
ipcaker, or the ftrength of his arguments, he 
vouchfafed to make no other anlwcr> but that, 
long before this time, he had refolvcd upon the 
taxes in difpute, and had communicated his re- 
folution to the counts Barlaimont and Noircar- 
mcs, before he came into the Lxdw Countries. 
His purpofe was unalterably fixed, and thofc 
who were friends to the King muft, without 
any further altercation^ exert their endeavours 
to bring the States to a compliance with his 
will. 

When the States found that the governor 
^as equally deaf to the repionftrances of the 
prcfident, as he had been to theirs, they began 
to dread the effcdts of his dilplcafure 5 and in 
order to footh his refcntmcnt, they gave their. 

t Meurfii Albahus, p. 35. Beptivoglib, p. 83. 

' ' ' ■ confcnt 




f HI LIP II. KING O 5^ SPAIN. 

confent to the t^ of the hundredth penny ; iH- 
trcatingihim, at the fftmc time> to palS from' the 
ether takes, and rcprefenting again, in the 
ftrohgeft terms, the ruiiious confequences which 
woiiid attend them. But he was ftill as ine^f- 
<)rablc as^ver$ althoujgh he 4^nd^f(5ended on 
this oceafion to !nake a trial of fomelbfttr ex- 
pedients. Before he fliould have rccotirfe to 
tho(e of a more tiolent ttature, which, in cafe <Sf 
neceflitjr, he was dete'rdiiined to ^i^ploy. . ; 

Ii^r the beginning 'of the year one thoufand iw; 
five hundred and fix'ty-eight, Philip, with the dcmnity. 
advice of the inquifitors at Madrid, had prd- 
nount^d a general fentenc^ againft his fubjefts fn 
the Netherlands, finding them obnoxious to 
juftice, and depriving them of their fortunes, 
rights, and privileges. By this extraordinary 
fcntence, which, from the nature of it, was in- 
capable of being executed, he had kept this 
unhappy people in perpetual anxiety; but at 
laft, believing their Ipirits to be thoroughly 
fubdued^and dreading the utter , defolation of 
the pMvmces, he had rcfolved to publifli a 
general indemhity j and, fome months before 
the prefcnt period, had tranfmitted it to the 
duke of Alva, together with a confirmation of 
It by the Pope. The Duke thought that he 
could not publifti this indemnity at a more fea- 
fonable jun^ure i and he flattered himfclf that it 
D d 4t , would 
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9 o^o K wouW fcrve to conciliate the favour of the 
u-yii-^ people, and make it eafier for him to overcontie 
'^^ their averfion to ^e taxes. It was firft made 
public in the city of Ahtyverp ; where the go- 
vernor, fcatcd on a tefty throne^ furrounded with 
a degree of pomp which no former governor 
had aflumed, ordered it to be read in the pre- 
fence of a prodigious concourfe of people, who 
had come from all quarters to hear it, full of the 
moft anxious expedation. It was ^fcerwards 
printed and dilpcrfed over all the provinces. 
But it was extremely ill*-calculated to promote 
the purpofe defignedj and was clogged with 
fuch a number of exceptions, as tended rather 
to awaken the fears of the people, than to allay 
or remove theqi. 

From the benefit of it were excluded, not 
only all the preachers of the reformed religion, 
but likcwife all thofe who had ever lodged or 
entertained them in their houfes ; all who had 
been concerned in breaking the images, or in 
violating the monafteries and churches ; all who 
had fubfcribed the compromife, the petition of 
the iiobles, or any other fuch bond of aflbci- 
ation; and/ laftly, all thofe who had given a(- 
.^ftance, or Ihcwn favour, by word, deed, or 
writing, to the enemies of the King. Such 
were the excpptions that regarded individuals ; 
and with rcfpcft to cities and communities, it 

was 
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was declared, that if any of them ihould be • ^^ ^ 
.found to have been acceilbry to the late dxCotr ^ — »-^ 
ders, on the pretence of maintaining their privi- '^^•^ 
leges^ the Kii?g referved to himfclf the power 
ofpuniflbiag or forgiving them, as he Ihould 
judge ejcpedient. 

It is not furprifing that an a6b of indemnity Hewtr* 
iuch as this, fliould have failed to jiroducc any 
- Jalutary effeft. Perfons of all ranks went highly ' 
offended with that open declaration which it 
contained, that they had forfeited their privi- 
k^s.. There were many who, although they 
thcmfelvts had ever been zealoufly attached to 
the Catholic religion, were conncfted. by the 
. mod endearing ties with thofe who had for- 
* faken it. Prompted by natural affe6i:ion> gra- 
titude, or humanity, tiicy had done office^, of 
kindnefs to their friends and neighbours^ for 
which they were now made equally liable to 
punifliment, as if they had been guilty of the 
moft enormous crimes. Their minds therefore 
were thrown bito a greater ferment than ever; 
and they were difpofed to regard the pardoiji 
which had been proclaimed, rather as an 
infult added to : the injuries which they had 
received, than, as an aft of clemency and 
jiiercy\ 

^ Metercm, p. 84. Bentivoglio, p. 85 ' 
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The duke of Alva cohfidcred il in a Kght ex- 
trcmeljr diffcrerit, and foon afterwards ttftAt6d 
'^^^^ to make trial, tvhcther it had produced the de- 
fired effcft. With this view he ordered the 

-ftveral governors to inform the States of tiife?r 
rcfpeftive provinces, that the fituation of his 
affairs required an immediate and large fupply, 
and that they muft proceed to the raifihg of 
the tax of the tenth penny, without any fur- 
ther remonftrance or delay. With the different 
provinces, however, he thought proper to ctn- 
ploy very diiSerent means of perfuafion. As 

the inhabitants of Namur, Artois, ?ind Hai- 
nault, had, from the' beginning, been ex- 
tremely fubmiffive to his Will, he defired the 

'counts iarlaimont iand Noircarmes to afccjtiaint 

."them, that he wifhed to obtain their confent to 
the tax, more for an example of obedience to 
the other provinces, than from any intention to 

levy it upon tbm;, "who had deferved fo Well 
of him by their fidelity. But hd delivered his 
orders in- a much more peremptory tone to the 
other provinces. He would take care, he 
faid, in levying the tax, to prevent the cdfife-* 
quences' which they apprehended might arife 
•from it; and would abolifli it, if he found it 
hurtful to thfeir bade. In the' mean time it 
was the will of the King that it Ihould be ini- 
pofed. The. King had invefted him with power 
to cxaft itj and he was unalterably determined 

tQ 
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to employ that powtr for the purpofe for whith 
it had been conferred. He concluded with re- 
minding them of the guilt which they contraftcd '*^ 
during die late commotions; and bid them 
^efteem it a happinefs that they were now allatt^ 
to atone for their folly, by giving a part of their 
fubftance, ^en the King might in juftice havft 
ieized the wbok. • - 

By thcle promifes and threats kn zSknt was The Cene* 
« laft extorted; but it was given upon twfc intimTdatei, 
conditions, that all the provinces, without cx- 
r^tion, fhould agree to the titxes; and that the . 
governor fhould, according to his promife, 
moderate them in fuch a manner, th^t no pre- 
judice could arife from them to the trade or 
manufaftures <5f the Netherlands.- The only 
provinces which reje<5led thefe conditions wene 
thofc of Utrecht and Brabant. And the former 
of thefe difcovered, inthe progrefs of diis aSair> 
a firmnefs and intrepidity that dcferves to be re- 
corded. 

Soon after the governor's orders were cMa- The«fo. 
municated to the States of Ucrceht, they fent dLaoTrfie 
ambaflidoi^s to reprefent, that teiving taken ^ht' 
hfe demand uiidef their moft ferious Cohfider- 
-atidn, : tlky wfei« unable to conceive ho^ it 
-toUW'pofllM)^ bel granttd. Thie territory ef 
• Utrecht, they laid, was fm^ i the inland- parts 
7 of 
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of it were barren, and the other parts were pre- 
served from the fury of the waters at an im* 
'^'*'" menfe expcncc. Although they had bat lately 
beconie fubjcd to the houfe of Auftria, yet, in 
order to raifc the tributes impofed upon them 
by the late Emperor and the prefent King> they 
had been obliged to contrad a very large debt, 
which they had never bc(jn . abk to repay. 
During the late difturbances, they had fufFcred 
more than the other provinces j their city had 
been forfaken by its mod induftrious inhaft>it- 
antsi and their tr^e, which was never greats 
abnoft annihilated. But as they ^ knew the ne- 
ccffity of the gpvernor's, affairs, and were fen- 
6}pk how much they had been indebted to him 
for reftoring tranquillity to "the Netherlands, 
tlicy were wiUii^. to aflift him. to the utmoft 
extent of their ability, and would engage to pay 
him yearly a hundred thoufand florins for fix 
.years J provided they were freed from all other 
. burdens during ?hat time. 

This offer the governor rejedted with fcorn 

and indignatioh. The States then fent another 

; cnjbaffy to inform bim, that they had co/^- 

^ J dcred fully of whajt t])ey could affo]^4> tbeyhad 

-flattered thcmfcly^fs that thei? oflfer . woi4d . hsve 

met with a fa:v5o\^ble ^c^epstanee i they were 

confcioys of haying given the ftrongeft proof 

. of an inclination (p .comply m\h his defire ; bur, 

whatever 
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Mrhatcvcr Ibould be the confequencc, they muft 
now dcclg^e, that it was beyqnd their power to 
ofFermore. And in this declaration, the pre- '^^*' 
fidents of the five churches , concurred j prpceft- 
iijgi that they could not agree to the taxes pro^ 
pofed, without incurring the cenfure of excom- 
xnunication^. which was denounced in the Pope's 
bull*, in c(tna Domini^ not only againft thofc 
who impofed taxes on the revenues of the 
church, but againft thofe likewife who fub- 
xnitted to them. But the governor paid no 
greater regfird to this proteftation of the eccle- 
fiaftics, than to the rcmonftfances of the States., 
It provoked him exceedingly, to meet with 
fuch obftinate refiftance frojcn fo inconfiderablc 
a province as Utrecht. He had threatened to 
emjdoy force, and he now refolved to put his 
threat in execution. 

He began with fending to the city of Utrecht 
a regiment of infantry, confifting of two thou^ 
land four hundred men ; who, befides exading 
the fame number of florins a week for their 
pay, lived at free quarters in t,he houfes of the ^ 
inhabitants, and knowing the govcrnof'ji defigOv. 
in pljacing them there, indulged themfelvcs in 
every fpccies of outrage. He fumtnoncd the . 
;magiftratc« of the city, and the States of thC- 

I PubJiflifd by pins V. nana 156?. 

proviac^. 
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province, to appear before the Council of Tu- 
mults, to anfwer for their conduft m the year 
^S7o. Qnc thoufand five hundred and fifty-fix, when 
they ceded to the Proteftants one of the churches 
of the city for their religious aflemblies. It did 
not avail them to allege in their defence, that 
only a few individuals were concerned in this 
deed; that thefe few had afted with the beft in- 
tention towards the King and the Catholic re- 
ligion, and had made that conceffion, of which 
the whole city was now accufcd, in order to 
prevent the moft unhappy confcqucnccs, which 
Would otherwife have arifen from the intempe- 
rate zeal of the reformers. Thefe defences * 
made no impreflion on the duke, or on the coun- ' 
cil. And fcntence was paffcd with very little hc- 
fitation, at the fame time againft the ecclefiafKcs, 
the nobles, and the feveral cities of the pro-* 
vince. The ecclefiaftics were deprived of their 
right of voting in the affembly of the States ; 
the nobles were ftript of all their honours and 
immunities ; the cities of Utrecht, Amersfort, 
'• Wyck, and Rhencn, were declared to have for- 
feited their privileges; and, as Utrecht was 
fuppofed to have been more particularly; guilty^ 
it was enafted, that all die territory and reve- 
nues belonging to the city and corporations 
fliould be confifcatcd, ♦ 

The States were fo far intimid»ted by this 
iniquitous fcntence, and their patience fo much 

exhaufted 
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cx&ayfted by the opprjcflivc rapacity of the Ibl- 
dicrs, that they were induced to raife the offer 
which they had made of one hundred thoufand '^^^ 
florins^ to one hundred and eighty thouiand; 
^ut neither what they had already fuiFcrcd, nor 
what they dreaded from the governor's refcnt- 
xnent, could induce them to yield their confcnt 
to the taxes of the tenth and twentieth penny. 

This refolute conduft of the people of 
Utrecht was attended with the mo& importftnc 
confequences. It annulled the obligation under 
which the other States had come> when they 
confented to the taxes, on condition that all die 
provinces fhould concur; and it confirmed the ' 
people in their refolution ftrenuoufly to oppofe 
the levying of the taxes. 

The governor was aware how difficult it 
would have been, in their pre fent temper, to 
carry his plan into immediate execution ; and 
although it does not appear that he ever enter- 
tained the remoteft thoughts of dropping it, 
yet, as his oecafions for money were extremely 
prefling, he called an affembly of the States to 
BruiTels, and demanded, that, befides the 
hundredth penny, to which they had formerly 
confented% they ihould, in place of the other 

^ This amounted to 4jOOO>ooq guildert, 

'taxes. 
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* ®x? ^ teics, pay two milKons of guilders yearly, for 

V— ir*.i, i fix years. The States endeavoured to make him 

'^^®* ienfible of the exorbitancy of this demand, but in 

rain. He gave them a month to confider of it, 

and at laft, from their dread of his tyranny, they 

agreed to his requeft«^ 

Cbnduftof The prince of. Orange i^as not an uncon- 
•f oira^ cerncd fpefbator of thefe tranfadions. He had 
gone, as was mentioned before, at the end of 
the year one thoufand five hundred and fixty* 
eight, to join the Protcftants in France. Ho 
was prefcnt, and had a confiderable Iharc in the 
feveral adtions which paflcd between the Calvi-* 
• nifts and Catholics, at la Chafite, Roch-la-ville, 
and iPoiftiers. But being too deeply interefted 
in the affairs of the Netherlands, to remain long 
at fo great a diftance from them, he had left 
his brother count Lewis to command the Ger- 
man forces in France; and having returned in 
September one thoufand five hundred and fixty- 
nine, to his county of Naflau in Germany, he 
had been employed for fome time in making 
preparations for trying his fortune once more 
againfl: the Spaniards. 

In Germany he received particular intelli- 
gence of every thing that had happened in the 
Low Countries fincc his departure. He was 
informed ho\i? auch the duke ofAlva badin- 
" * crcafed 
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creafed the hatred whfch the people entertained * oo k 
againft his perfon and governttient. He re- u^/«^»;i 
ccived the ftrongeft aflurances of their difpofi- ^^r^* 
tion to revolt 5 and was folicited by the Catho- 
lics, as well as Proteftants, by thofe who ftill 
remained in the Country, as well as thofe who 
had been forced, to leave itj to take up arms in 
their defence. But he had not forgotten the 
caufc of the failure of his firft attempt ; and he 
refolved not to begin any military operations^ 
npr even to levy forces, rill he fhould be better 
provided than formerly with the means of their 
fupport. 

Soon after Alva^s arrival in the Nctherlaridsi The ekikt 
many of thofe who had left die country on ac- toowiSje 
count of the pcrfecutions, had united together, 
and fitted out a great number of armed veflcls^ 
with which they feiaed all the Spaniih fhips 
which they could meet with on the Flemifh or 
Englifh coait. Thcfe adventurers had lately^ 
through the violence of Alva's adminiftratioh, 
received a great increafe of number 5 and Had 
been joined by many perfons of rank, who had 
axrquired an afcendant over them. They were 
all ftrongly attached to the prince of Orai^c, 
from whofe wifdom alone they had any hopes 
of being reftored to their native country j and 
they defired notlung fo much as that he would 
undertake the dlrcftion of their affairs* They 

Vol, I. ^ E e agreed 
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? ^^^ ^ agreed, therefore, as foon as it was propofcd by 

* ■■- / ■ ill their leaders, to receive commiffions from him, 

^^7^ and to pay a fifth part of the ^value of all their 

prizes to certain officers, to be appointed by him 

to receive it* 

As their fleet was greatly fupcrior to any 
which the duke of Alva poflelTed, they did in- 
tredible mifchief to thc.Spanifh, and fometimes 
too to the Flemifh merchants 5 and if their 
prizes had been fold to advantage, the propor- 
tion which they allowed to the prince of Orange 
would have amounted to a confiderable fum. 

fiitriguesof William had recourfe, at the fame time, to 
of cSang^ another method of improving his finances. He 
empowered fome of the inferior nobility to 
grant commiffions, in his name, to tKe Pro- 
Ceftant preachers, who went throughout the pro- 
vinces in difguife, and procured ^contributions 
from all thofe who were difaffefted either to the 
Catholic religion or the Spanifh government. 
Thefe men not only knew better to "whom it 
was proper to apply, but by their piety, and 
eloquence, they had greater influence over the 
people, than any other, perfons whom the prince 
could have employed. By their meanst too, he 
acquired a thorough knowledge of the dilpofi- 
tion of the people, and formed a correfpondence 
with many of the principal inhabitants, which 

con- 
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contributed not a little to advance his views. ^ ^^^ ^ 
Thefe tranfaftions were carried on chiefly b ^^-v—- ^ 
Holland and Zealand, wliere the reformed re- ^^^®' 
ligion had made greater progrefs than in the 
fouthern provinces ; and where, from the nature 
and fituation of the country, interfered by na- 
vigable rivers, canals, and branches of the fea, 
the people dreaded lefs, .and were in reality left 
expofed to, the power of the Spaniards, It was 
in thefe provinces, formed both by nature and 
art to be the feat of liberty, that the prince of 
Orange had wifely refolved to make his firft at- 
tempt to gain a footing in the Netherlands. 
And, accordingly, intrigues were formed, and 
plans concerted, between his agents and fome 
of the principal inhabitants, for delivering the 
maritime towns into the hands of the Proteftant 
exiles. . Attempts were made to get poflTefllon 
of Enchuyfen, and other ciucs in North Hol- 
land; but from different caufes they proved 
abortive at this time, and were laid afide till 
fortune fhould be more propitious. The per- 
fons concerned in them had little reafon, it may 
be thought, to flatter themfclves with the hopes 
of fecrecy; yet fo univerfally odious was the • 
Spanifti gpvernment become, to the Catholics 
as well as the reformers, that none, even of 
thofe by whofe means the plots of the Drangc 
party were defeated, could refolve to give in - 
E e a formation 
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^ \^ ^ formarion of them to the governor. They were 

wv^>ij averfe from gratifying a man whom they had 

^57*^- fo much reafon to deteft; and abhorred the 

thoughts of that cruelty, which they knew 

would, in cafe of a difcovery, be excrcilcd 

againft the guilty. 

• surprifc of The duke of Alva, therefore, remained cn- 

thefort.of ^ ' • ' 

Louveftein. tirely ignorant of all that paffed ; nor does it 
appear that he entertamed the leaft fufpicion of 
the machinations of his enemies, till the taking 
of the fort of Louveftein. This fort ftands in 
the ifland called Bommel, which is formed by 
the Maefe and the Waalj and, though weakly 
fortified, was of great importance on account 
of its fituation. It was taken by furprife at 
this time, by Herman dc Ryter, a native of 
Bois-k-Duc, who wiftied to fignalize himfclf by 
fome gallant exploit in the fervice of the prince 
of Orange. He had carried with him no more 
than fifty men, and with this fmall number he 
hoped to be able to defend the fort till his aflfo- 
ciates fhould arrive, but unfortunately they were 
prevented from advancing by fome unforcfeen 
accident; and in the mean time the fort was 
inverted by a fuperior force, which had been 
fent from Bois-le-Duc, by Roderigo de Toledo. 
' The befieged defended themfelves long with 
the moft obftinatc valour j but they were at 
7 laft 
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laft overpowered by numbers, and de Ryter book 
himfelf was flain^ u.^^-— i 

The duke of Alva was gready alarmed by indigriation. 
this event. He confidcred the caufe more than of Aira." ^ 
the efiea, and apprehended that this firft enter- 
prize of his enemies, which had been fo eafily 
fruftrated, would ere long be followed by other 
attempts in different parts of the. provinces. It 
excited in his fiery temper a degree of rage and 
indignation equal to his anxiety. And his re- 
fcntment was inflamed by the.oppofition which 
the people had made to his raifing the tax of ^ 
the hundredth penny; efpecially in the mari- 
time provinces, where he had never been able 
either to levy that tax, or their propoction 
of the two millions of guilders, which the - 
General States had confented to pay him yearly. 
This oppofirion might have opened his eyes, 
and ihewn him the neceffity of embracing 
milder expedients than he had hitherto em- 
ployed ; but inftead of this, it ferved only to 
fix him in his firft purppfe of having recourfe 
to open force and violence. And he was re- 
folved, whatever Ihould be the confequences, " 
to compel the people to fubmit, not only to 
the tax of the hundredth penny, to which the 
3tates had given their confcnt, but Hkewife to 

\ Metcircn, p. 86« Bcntivoglio> p. 2^; 

E e 3 ' th^r . 
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B ^x^ ^ ^^^t ^f ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^d twentieth, to which they 

^^ i had refufcd it". To give a colour to his con- 

^^^'' duft, he affcrted in the council, that the States 
had confented to the two latter taxes as well as 
the former. Viglius, and fome others of the 
counfellors, reminded him, that the confent 
obtained had been granted upon a condition 
which did not yet fubfift. But Alva was not in 
a temper of mind, at this time, in which he could 
cither liften to the truth, or bear with contra- 
diction. They were no better than rebels, he , 
faid, who durft affirm, that the States had not 
confented. The King's honour, as well as hiis 
intereft, required, that the taxes fliould be levied 
without delay; and he i*rould fuffcr himfelf 
to be cut in pieces, rather than allow the States 
to break the promife which they had given 
him. 

His edift He accordingly iffued an edid, reqqiring all 

requiring i-ii» /-i-r ^ • i 

payment of tbc mhabitants of the Low Countries to make 
t e taxes, imnicdiatc payment of the tenth and twentieth, 
as well as of the hundredth penny, to the officers 
appointed to receive them. But, as he had 
promifcd to moderate the two former taxes 
in fuch a manner jis to prevent the pernicious 
confequences that were apprehended, an ' im- 
munity from the tenth penny was granted to 
foreign merchants, on the firft fale of goods 

«» Ben^ivogl^, p. 87. 

imported 5 
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imported; and they were permitted to export ^ ^x^ *^ 
them again, without paying this tax, provided C ^^^* ^^ 
the goods had not been transferred from one ^^^^' 
perfon to another during their continuance 
in the country. The lame immunity was 
Kkewife granted on the firft fale of catde, 
corn, and fruits, the produce of the Nether-, 
lands. 

These immunities, which the governor con- The confe. 
fidered as proofs on his part of the greateft con- thisni^V 
defcenfion, had no efFedt towards reconciling 
the people . to the taxes, which they believed 
would, notwithftanding thefe conceflions, be 
attended with the ruin of their commerce and 
manufaftures. Their averfion to them, and 
their refolution to oppofe the levying oif them, 
were as ftrong as ever. In many towns the 
people began, almoft as foon as the edift waji 
publilhed, to feel a fcarcity of the common ne- 
ceflaries of life. Provifions were not brought 
to market, nor did the merchants expofc their 
goods to fale as formerly". Thefe inconve- 
niencies were felt in no place more than* in 
Bruffels, where the governor refided. There 
was an entire ftagnation in that city of every 
fpecies of commercial intercourfe. Neither 
food nor drink could be purchafcd in it. The 

■ £eDtivoglio> p. 87. 
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^.5y> ^ (hops and workhoufcs were (hut up. The lower 
%^,m.^^r-^ fort of people were reduced to delpair ; and the 
'^^•' whole city was overwhelmed with grief and con- 
fierxiation* 

Hisbarba. Iif this fituation^ Alva formed the barbarousi 
"^' refolution of puttbg to death, before their own 

lioufes, feventcen of the principal inhabitants,. 
His foldiers were under arms ; the gibbets, thp 
ropes, and the cxecudoners, were prepared; 
when happily, only a few hours before the time 
fixed for the execution, a mcflcnger arrived with 
information that the exiles had made a defcent 
on the ifland of Vorp, and got poffcffion of the 
Brille. 

^ktn^b"* Alva, thunderflxuck with this intelligence^ 
theexiJcs. recoUcd his bloocjy orders J and refolved, 
though with niuch reluftancc, to fufpend for 
a tinae the levying pf the taxes. He was deeply 
fpnfible of the advantages which the exiles 
might derive from their acquifition of a place, 
which, on account of its fituation at the mouth 
of g great river, and in the neighbourhood of 
many important cities, had always been con- 
fidcred as one of the chief keys of the Nether- 
lands. He knew likewife how extremely dif- 
affcfted the people in the maritime provinces 
were to his perfon and government j and he 
cireadcd that other places would follow the 

example 



PHILIP IL KING OF SPAIN. 42$ 

example of the Brille, and open their gates to book; 
the enemy. 



He had die greater realbn to be uneafy at 
this event, as he had not exerted himfelf with 
proper vigour to prevent it. He had neglefted 
to form a naval force fufficienf to contend with 
the exiles; and had thereby not only fufFered 
the trade of the Netherlands to be ruined, but 
had left his government almoft defencelels 
on that fide, where, from the nature of the 
power which the Proteftant exiles poffcffed, it 
was in the greateft danger of being, attacked. 
He had not even put garrifons into the cities 
that were moft expofed; but, at the very time 
when the exiles were hovering on the coaft, 
kept a numerous body of troops quartered in 
Utrecht ; which, if they had been diftributed 
among the fea-coaft towns, might have baffled 
all the attempts of the enemy. Of this fupine 
negligence, in a perfon of fo great vigour and 
abilities as Alva, no account can be given, but 
the extreme contempt in which he held the Pro- 
teftant exiles ; whom he confidered as fit only 
to exercife piracy upon merchant ftiips, but ut- 
terly incapable of conducing any important en- 
terprife. ^ 

But although he had not taken the ncceflary 
precaution, to fecure himfelf againft their at- 
tempts. 



?57<- 
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' ^x^ ^ tempts, he had not been altogether inattentive 
V— -V--J ' to their morions. He had complained to the 
'^^'•, queen of England, of her permitting them to 
fell openly, in her dominions, the goods of 
which they had robbed the fubjefts of the King 
his mafter. This was in efFeft giving affiftance, 
he (aid, to the King's rebellious fubjefts, and 
was d violation of the treaties which fubfiftcd 
between the Spanifh and Englifh crowns. Eli- 
zabeth was fecredy a friend to the Flcmi(h 
exiles i and fhe had little reafon, and as litde 
inclination, to gratify the defires of Philip, or 
the duke of Alva. She knew that, for fome 
time paft, they had maintained a correfpondence 
with her Catholic fubjefts, and had ufed their 
endeavours to difturb her government. But (he ' 
did not judge it proper at this time to come to 
an open rupture with Philip. She therefore 
complied with Alva-s requeft ; ordered all (hips 
belonging to fuch of the inhabitants of the Low 
Countries, as had withdrawn their allegiance 
from the king of Spain, to leave her harbours ; 
and forbade her fubjefts to furnifh them with 
flielter or provifions. 

' This unlooked-for compliance of Elizabeth, 
which was matter of great triumph to the duke 
of Alva, and of equal morttfication to the ex- 
iles, was attended, in the i(rue, with confe- 
cjucnccs very different from thofe which were 

cxpedtcd. 
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^txpcfted. It reduced the exiles to delpairi ^ 9^0 k. 
and as they were now thrown ofF by the only u— v-^* 
foreign power from which they had received '^^** 
proteftiori, tKey rclblved, if poflible, to ac- 
quire poffeflion of fomc place of ftrength in 
their native country. Having with this view 
affembled at Dover, they fet fail with twenty- 
five fhips, under William de Lumey count dc 
la Marck, who held the chie^ command among 
them, by commiffion from the prince of Orange^ 
In their voyage they had the good fortune to 
meet with two Spanifh veflcls richly laden, 
which was no fmall confolation to them in their 
prefent forlorn fituation. They intended to 
have made an attempt upon Enchuyfen, in 
North HoUapdi but the wind being contrary, 
they were obliged to put into the Maefe, where 
they caft anchor before the town of Brille, on 
the firft of April one thoufand five hundred and 
feventy-two. The count de la Marck imme- 
diately landed his troops, and fe^t a meflcnger 
to fiimmon the inhabitants, in the name of the 
prince of Orange, to furrender. But as they 
hefitated for fome time what anfwer they fhould 
return, he began to fufped that they were pre- 
paring to make refiftance, and therefore or- 
dered the gates on the north fide to be burnt 
down. This was done accordingly j and he 
cntf red, and took poflcflion of the town with- 
out ^ 
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* \^ ^ ^"' oppofition, gt the head of only two hundred 
and fifty men. 

So accidental and fo eafily aqcomplifhed was 
the firft event of that war, which rendered the 
Netherlands a fcene of horror and devaftation 
for more than thirty years ; but which, whilft 
it proved the fource, on many occafions, of 
extreme diftrefs to the people, called forth an 
exertion of virtue, Ipirit, and intrepidity, which 
fcldpm occurs in the annals of hiftory. Never 
was there a more unequal conteft than this 
which was now begun between the inhabitants 
of the .Low Countries and the Spanilh mo- 
narch ; and never was the iflue of any dilpute 
more contrary to what thd parties had reafon 
to cxpe6t. ^ On the one fjide, a people, confift- 
ing chiefly of manufafturers and merchants, in- 
habiting a country of fmall extent, and already 
much exhaufted by a long continued exercife of 
tyranny and oppreffion : on the other, the rich- 
eft monarch of the age, who was matter of the 
moft numerous and befl: difciplined forces, 
commanded by generals diftinguifhcd above 
their cotemporaries by their confummate Ikill 
in the art of war. Nothing but deipair could 
have made the people of the Low Countries 
^nter the lifts with an adverfary fo much fupe- 
|-ior tp them. And it could hardly be fuppofed 

that 
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that they woul(f not be quickly overwhelmed, b 0^0 k 
But from the fequel it will appear, how rafh Vi^ - y ' -iij g ' 
it is to conclude 'with confidence, that becaufe '^^** . 
an event is improbable, therefore it will not 
happen. . 

On the next day after the Proteftants had 
made themfelvcs mailers of the Brille, they be- 
gan to convey their booty on board their fhips, 
with the defign of proceeding on their voyage 
to Weft Friefland ; but one of their number, a 
native of the place s having reprefented that 
they could not reafonably expeft to find a more 
commodious fettlement elfewhere, the count dc 
la Marck, and all the reft, entered readily into 
his opinion ; and they refolvcd without delay to 
fortify the town with the cannon belonging to 
the fleet, ^ 

They . had juft time to put themfelves into a Fruitiefi - 
pofture of defence, when the count de Boflut ^ r^vw tte 
to whom the duke of Alva had given orders to 
attack them, arrived in the ifland with a body 
of Spanifh troops, coUeftcd from Utrecht and 
other places in the neighbourhood. The count 
de la Marck, whofe forces were much inferior 
in niimkcr to the enemy, remained within the 
town, with a refolution to defend it to the hft. 

ft Tieflong. 9 Governdr of Holland. 

Thcf 



BriUe. 




HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

The Spaniards advanced to the walls, andbi!-. 
ganto batter them with their artillery i when 
'^^*' one of the townfmen leaped, into a canal, and 
fwimming a little way till he came to a fluice, 
which Boflut had neglefted to fecure, he broke 
it down, and let in fuch a quantity of water, 
that, in a few hours, a great part of the country 
was overflowed. This did not deter Boflut 
from the profecution of his enterprife; although 
it obliged him to remove his forces to the 
fouth fide of the town, where the ground which 
led to the principal gate was ftill uncovered by 
the water. La Marck had planted there his 
heavieft cannon; and the Spaniards had little 
profpcdt of being able to carry their point foon. 
. In the mean time, two of the boldeft leaders 
of the exiles fallied out with a part of the fol- 
diers from the oppofite gate, and marching 
along the dykes to the place where Boflut had 
left his (hips, they burnt fome of them, funk 
others, fet the reft: adrift, and then returned fafe 
to the city. When the Spaniards were adver- 
tifed of this difafl:er, and perceived the water 
round them rifing higher and higher, they were 
ftruck with a fudden panic, and betook them- 
fclves with the utmoft: precipitation to. the 
Ihore. Mofl: of them made their efcape to the 
oppofite coaft: in fome veflels, which the enemy 
had not time either to let loofe or deftroy j and 
others by fwimming, till they reached the fliips 

that 
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that had been fct adrift ; while a confiderable 
number was fwallowcd up in the mu4 and wa- 
ter. Had they been purfued ^by the enemy, ^^"^^ 
they muft all have pcriflied- .. But la Marck> 
who was doubtful of the aflfeftions of the citi- 
zens, thought it dangerous to quit the town, 
left they fliould Ihut the gates, and turn his owa 
artillery- againft him. 

From this fuccefs, the Proteftants derived an 
increafe both of ftrength and courage. The 
citizens declared openly in their favour, and 
they were immediately joined by numbers who 
flocked to them' from all parts of the iflahd. 
The names of the inhabitants were rcgiftcred ; 
and they all fwore allegiance to the prince of 
Orange, as the only legal governor of Holland ; 
engaging to defend the town and ifland in bis 
name, and that of the King> aga^rift the dukp of 
Alva and the Spaniards ^, . 

Their 

^ This firft vifliory of the Proteftants was fullied by that 
ravage ferocity^ of which there are many inftances in th^ 
prefent war. The Monks, knowing how obnoxious they 
were to the conquerors, endeavoured to make their efcape 
from the ifland ; but they were feized in their flight, treated 
|n the moil cruel and contumelious manner, and afterwards 
put to death. The exiles were too much inflamed by the 
barbarons treatment wiiich they themfelves had received, to 
diflinguiih between the innocent and the guilty, or to liften 
jaLther to the dictates of humanity, or that of religion, for 
^ whidi 
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Their cxattiplc quickly diffufcd the fpiriC 
by which they were aftuated, and fervcd as a 
J57«* fignal of revolt to other places. Of this the 
count De Boflut foon received a convincing 
froof. Having with great difficulty paflcd over 
from Vorn to Bcyerl^nd, he . led his troops to- 
wards Don, wfiere he intended to refrelh them 
after the" fatigue which they had undergone. 
But the inhabitants having heard of his repulfe 
at Brille, and dreading, that he might compel 
them to pay the taxes, they refolved, whatever 
Ihould be the confequence, to rcfufc him ad- 
mittance into the city. As he was not in a con- 
dition to employ force, he marched diredly to 
Rotterdam. 

Boffufi There too he found the people equally avtrfe 

ihep^pkoi to the admiftion of the Spaniards ; but after af- 

R«tterd4in. faring the magiftratcs that he meant only* to 

lead them through the town, and not to lodge 

• . ' them in it, he perfuaded them to fufFer the fe- 

vcrsJ companies to pafs through it, one by one. 

The magiftrates hid reafon quickly to repent 

of this conceffion. No fooner had the firft 

company entered the city, than Boflut, without 

regard to his engagement, ordered them to 

keep the gates open, till the other companies 

which they profeiTed fuch ardent 2eal» Haviiig been treated 
as wild beails by their eaemie»« they had now become fach^ 
and tore in pieces every thing chat fell in their way. 

fliould 
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fhould arrive. The citizens reproached him ^ ^^ ^ 
with his treachery^ and attempted to Jhut the \-— ^i^g 
gates by force. He had hitherto been held in '^** 
cfteem for bis moderation; but being chagrined, 
on this occafion, by the mifcarriage of his at- 
tempt againft the Proteftants at Brille,, and in- 
cenfed by the affront which had been oflered 
him, fiift by the people of Dort, and fince by 
thofe of Rotterdam, he refolved to wreck his 
vengeance upon the latter, and ihewed his fol- 
diers what he wilhcd them to do, by killing with 
his own hand one of the citizens, who was en- 
deavouring to Ihut the* gate. His troops, eager 
to follow his example^ drew their fwords, 'at- 
tacked the city -guards, flcW fome of them, and 
drove the reft out of the city 5 then giving a 
loofe to their fury, they fpread themfclves over 
the town, and butchered more than three hun- 
dred of the inhabitants '. 

This fhocking deed was no Icfs impolitic, 
than it was favage and barbarous; and added 
fuel to that flame which Boffut, as governor of 
the province, ought to have been at the ut- 
moft pains to extinguilh. It required but little 
difcernment to perceive the neceffity of employ- 
ing the mildeft ^expedients with the marjame 
provinces. There were no citadels or Spanifh 

' Mcurfii Auriacus, p. 75^ Bcntivoglio, p. 91. 
Vol. I. Ff garrifons 
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garrifons in the towns of theft provinces. Th^ 
foldiers who had been quartered in them, ha^^ 
^^^** been drawn off at different times, for the punifh* 
xnent of the people of Utrecht, The fituatioa 
of moft of the towns, furrounded by the fca, or 
by the rivers and canals, rendered it extremely 
diifficult to befiege them j and the Proteftants, 
who could have cafy accefs by water to every 
part of the country, were greatly fuperior to the 
Spaniards in naval fofce. The people were not 
ignorant of thefc advantages j ^nd they refolved 
to avail themfclves of them on the pr^fcnt oc^a- 
fion. The maffacre at Rotterdam mad^ them 
reg?ird Boflut and the Spaniards with horrori 
and even thofc y(hQ wilhed to maintain theif 
allegiance to the V^ng of Spain, w^i;§ detcrr 
ipined to gvard againft t;hc entrance of his 
ttoops within their walls, with ^ fame vigir 
lance which they would, have employed aga^n^ 
an open foe. 

Jievpit of This, fpirit appeared firft at F^qlhing ; which* 
riu/hing. ^^ account of its fitujatioij ijear tfce nioijth of 
the S^held, has long been reckoned one of 
the moft important towns in th,e Netherlands, 
Among the laft inftrudtipns which the Emperor 
delivered to his ion, when he rcfigned his do- 
ipinions, h? ^dvifed him to make this place an 
objeft of his particular care, and to ^are no 
expcncc to fccure it ag^in.ft the attempts, of his 

cncnves. 
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enemies. Alva had not beftowed that atten- * \^ ^ 
tion on ic> which a place of fo much confe- < ^ "^^^ .-J. 
quence deferved. He had weakened the gar- '^^^' 
rifon, by ordering all of them but eighty Wal- 
loon foldiers, to take up their quarters in 
Utrecht. The loft of the Brille, which was 
owing to the fame caufe, had made him ien- 
fible of his error. He. now therefore refolved 
to fini{h a citadel at Flulhing, of which he had 
laid the foundation fome time before i and. with 
this view he ordered eight companies of Spa- 
ijiards to go there,, under the command of an 
expericAccd officer. The citizens beheld the 
chains which were thus forging for them, with 
deep concern.. They dreaded the confequences 
vhich might arife to their trade They were 
not entirely free from apprehenfions of being^ 
treated in the fam.e manner as the people of 
Utrecht and Rotterdam. They doubted not 
that, fooner or later, the garrifon, which was 
about to be ftationed in the town, would be 
employed to compel them to make payment of 
the taxes 5 and they were emboldened by the 
fugceft of the Proteftants in the ifle of Vom, 
While their minds were in this agitatibn^^ there 
arrived among them fome partifansofthe prince 
of Orange, who had qome on purpofe to exhort 
them to,airer.t their liberty. Inftigated by thefe 
xpen, the populace ran to arms, and' obliged 
5 f 21. the 
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* ^^^ ^ the feeble remains df the garrifon to quit the 



J57*. 



OiT the next day, the Spanifh forces ar- 
rived in the harbour. The people were aflcm- 
bled in the ftreets, and upon the walls; and 
Vere ftill in fome meafure unrefblved as to 
their future conduft. The Proteftants, and 
other friends of the prince of Orange, remon- 
ftrated to them on the abfurdity of hefitating, 
after they had begun hoftilities. " By expel- 
ling the garrifon," cried one of them, ** you 
have already done what the Spaniards will un- 
doubtedly interpret to be high trcafon againft 
the King. Confider well to whofc mercy you 
cxpofc yourfclvcs. Remember the fate of the 
counts Horn and Egmont, and confider whe- 
ther cither your merit or your innocence has 
equalled theirs/' The Proteftants employed 
another method to imprefs the minds of the 
vulgar. They caufed proclamation to be made 
by found of trumpet, that the Spanilh garrifon 
was at hand, and that all the citizens mufl hold 
their efFcfts, their wives and daughters, in rea- 
dincfs for their ufc •• 

When men are balancing between contrary 
refolutions, the fmalleft weight is fufficient fomc- 

* Beidanusj p. lo. 

drne^ 
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times to turn die fcalcl A man in liquor, who ^ ^^ ^ 
had mingled with the crowd, offered for a fmall v-.^y*.-j 
reward to fire one of the great guns upon the *^^** 
Spaniards; and he did it accordingly, on re« 
ceiving three guilders from one of the Proteftants ' 
who ftood near him. From that inftant the 
people were fixed in their purplofc. The Spa- 
niards, aftoniflbed at their reception, and utterly 
unprepared to employ force, let flip their cables, 
and &iled for Middleburg. 

In that city refided Anthony de Burgoine, 
lord of Wackenc, the governor of the province 5 
who, as foon as he was informed of what had 
happened, fet out for Flufhing, and on his ar* 
rival there, having called together all the inha- 
bitants into the moft public part of the town, he 
employed every argument addreflcd to their 
hopes and fears, to perfuade them to return to 
their allegiance. But they could not liften now . 
to any thing but the paffions by which they were 
inflamed. Their abhorrence of the Spanifli ty- 
ranny was now wrought up to the greatefl: 
height; and the governor, apprehenfive of dan- 
ger from their unbridled fury, immediately left 
the town. 

Soon after his departure they pulled up the ' 
foundations of .the new citadel, and drove out 
the perfons to whom the charge of building it 
Ff 3 had 
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^ o o K^ had been committed. In a few days afterwards 
uW--^ they gave a ftill ftronger proof of their refolu- 
^^'^'" tion never to return under the Spanifh govern- 
ment. . Don Pedro Pacheco, who had been 
^pointed governor of Flulhing, having been 
detained fomc days behind the troops, was ig- 
norant of what had pafled, and entered the har- 
bour under a belief that his foldiers were in 
the town to receive him. The people ran to 
arms, and having feized and plundered his 
Ihip, they caft him and his attendants into 
prifon. Among papers which were found in 
his pofleffion, it is faid, that they met with 
evidence of his having come with a defign to 
cxercife in Flulhing the wonted tyranny of the 
Spaniards 5 and this difcovcry, added to thef 
circumftance of , his being nearly related to the- 
duke of Alva, prompted them to form the 
barbarous refolution of putting him to death. 
He offered to pay them a rich ranfom for his 
life, and to remain their prifoner j but they re- 
jefted his propofal. He then begged that they 
would refpeft the nobility of his birth, and put 
him to death by the fword, rather than by the 
halter. Even this requeft: was denied him. 
Their minds were grown favage, from the 
bloody fcenes which had of late been fo often 
aflkd before them ; and they rejoiced in the 
opportunity which they pofleffed of wreck- 
ing their vengeance on the duke of Alva, by 
'8 ' in Aiding 
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ifeiiliaing a dilgraceful punilhmcnt on his kinf- ^ 9^^ ^ 



nianw 



TiiEV were awat6 ' of the bohfcqutnces with 
which this conduft, lb violent and hoftile, nluft 
he attended ; and, as they knew that it would 
quickly draw upon them the whole weight of 
the governor's refentment, they omitted no- 
thing in their power to fecure themfelves 
againft it. They laboured inceflantly to ftrength- 
en their fortifications. They imported pri-i 
vately from Antwerp, ammunition and provi- 
fions, which they laid up in ftorej and they 
applied to the prince of Orange, and to the 
Protcftants in France and England, for aflift- 
ance. Some troops were immediately fent them 
from France, by count LeWis of Naflau; and 
five hundred Flemifh exiles Came from Eng- 
land, who were foon afterwards followed by 
two hundred Scotch and Englifli volunteers^ 
under the command of two adventurers, Mor- 
gan and Balfour. Their fleet received an aug-*" 
mentation where they did not cxpeft it. The 
duke of Alva having, fome months bqfbrc> 
fitted out a number of veffels to cfuife upon the 
coaft, the -commanders of thefe veffels nowde* 
clared in favour of the party which they had 
hitherto oppofedi and, letting fail for Flufli- 
ing, inlifted under the banners of the count dc 
Tferart, to whom the prince of Orange had 
F f 4 . giv<a 
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* ^x? ^ S^y^^ the chief comtnand of all die forces in the 

Ui-i,- J province. 

157a. 

SS^L^ni *? SERART foon found himfclf poffcffed of fof- 
jB Zealand, ficiciit ftrength> not only to defend Flulhing, but 
likewife to attempt the reduAion of the other 
towns in Zealand. With moft of thefc towns, 
there was very little ocCafion for employing 
force. The inhabitants of Campverc, Armuy- 
den, and fome other places^ were no lefs inclined 
to revolt than the people of Flufhing j and in a 
few days the whole province, except Middle- 
burg and the caftle of Rammekins, declared 
againft the SpaniQi government, and received 
garrifons from Tfcrart. 

In Middleburg too, the greateft part of the 
inhabitiants would gladly have followed the ex^ 
ample of the other towns ; but they were over- 
awed by the garrifon. Tferart laid fiege to 
this city, and expedted foon to have got poflcf- 
fion of it. The garrifon was weak ; and as the 
exiles were mailers at fea, he hoped, by their 
means, to intercept any reinforcement which 
' might be font from the continent. The duke 

of Alva was fcnfible of the great importance of 
the place, and refolved,. if pofiible, to relieve it. 
For this purpofe, he ordered Sahcio D*Avila, 
one of his bravcft officers, to carry thither a 
thoufend fcled foldiers, partly Walloons and 
4 partly 
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partly Spaniards, whom he mingled together, 
as he did on many occafions afterwards, that 
he might the more e^edtually excite their emu- '^^** 
ktion i and to thefe a great number of officers 
and perfbns of rank joined as volunteers, that 
they mi^t partake of the glory of fo dangerous 
an enterprife. 

D'AviLA left Bcrgen-op-zoom in the end of 
April, and had a profperous navigation down 
the Scheld. He was defirous to land his troops 
on the neareft part of the ifland, as from' thence 
he would have had the ftiorteft march to Mid- 
dleburg. But the enemy having received in- 

^ telligence of his defign, had drawn together a • 
powerful fleet to oppofe him. He was obliged 
therefore to keep out to fea on the north fide 
of the ifland, and to fetch a compafs round, 
till he came to that part of it which is wafhed 
by the ocean. The landing there was difficult 
by reafon of the flats and fhallows, which made 
it neceflfary for him to march a great way in 
the water; but, as he met with no oppofition 
from the enemy, he at laft brought his men all 

"fafe on ftiore. Then having immediately fet out 
with a chofen band, to examine the fituation of 
the enemy, and having found that, trufliing to 
the fleet, they had taken no precaution for their 
defence, he ordered all his forces to advance. 
They ran forward to' the attack with the utmofl: 

. impetuofity. 
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impctuoGty. The bcfiegers were overwhelmed 
with aftonifhment. The garrifon at the fam^ 
naifed by ^^^^ falHed out upon therti from the city^ 
D*Aviia. ^They abandoned their tranches almoft without 
refiftance; and being heittnUed in on every 
fide, all of them, except a few, who efcaped 
to Flufhing and Campvere, were put to the 
fword ^ 

In this manner was the liege of Middleburg 
jfaifcd. But as the Proteftants ftill retained 
^eir Aiperiority at fea, they hoped, that by 
furrounding the" ifland with their Ihips, and 
intercepting die fupplies which might be fent 
to it, they fhould foon be able to compel the 
garrifon to furrender. Their fleet confifted of 
no lefs than one hundred and fifty armed veflcls, 
manne4 with failors who were much more ex- 
pert than any whom the duke of Alva could 
procure. Their maritime enterprifes were for 
this reafon almoft always attended with fuccefs, 
and they did .incredible mifchief to the Spa- 
niards at fea ; while at land, having only raw 
troops to oppofe to regular and well-difciplined 
forces, they were feldom able to look them in 
die face. 

jjicccisof ^T |;hjs i\^c when the fea was covered with 

the exiles ^ , ' 

at fea. their £hips, and almoft every entrance, tQ the 

Julyxeth, , ^ ^ 

^ Bentivoglio, p. 93. 

ports 
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ports of the Low-Countries blocked up, the ^ ^^ ^ 
duke of Medina- coeli arrived upon the coaft. ^-P^^y— -# 
This nobleman had been fent by Philip to fuc- '^^^^ 
cced the duke of Alva, who, on.accouht of his 
health, had applied for liberty to return m 
Spain. Medina-Gceli had brought with him 
fifty-fhips, having two thoufand Spanifli foldiers 
on board ; but as he knew" nothing of the late; 
• tranfa£lions in the maritime provinces, and had 
no fufpicion that the Proteftants poflcfled fuch 
a confide rable naval force, he fell unawares 
into the midft of their fleer.. Twenty-five of 
the largell of his (hips were taken. Some of 
them efcaped to Rammekins 2ind Middleburg, 
and he himfelf got with difficulty into Sluys, in 
Flanders. The exiles found on board the fliips 
which they took, two hundred thoufand guilders 
in fpecie ; and the fliips, with the efftcSts which 
they contained, were valued at five hundred 
thoufand". 

Their next fuccels was in an attack upon a 
fleet of twenty fliips, which the duke of Alva 
intended to fend to Middleburg, with troops, 
ordnance, pikes, and gunpowder, for the ufe 
of the garrifpn. The exiles attacked thefe , 
fliips before they had left the* harbour, and 
having taken them all, they carried them, toge- 
ther with the military fliores, to Flufliing. 

" Meurfii Auriacus, p. 88. 

Another 
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Another fleet> fitted out for the fame pur« 
pofe at Sluyis, was equally unfortunate. The 
Zealanders being informed by their partifans of 
' the deftination of this fleets and of the time 
fixed for its departure^ took three fliips^ in die 
ihort run betwixt Sluys and the ifle of Waldiem, 
and had the courage to purfue the reft into the 
harbour of Rammckins, whcrey notwithftamfing 
the fire of the garrifon^ they took fome^ and 
burnt the reft. 

They were not fo fuccefsful in their next ad- 
venture. It had been the chief objeft of theii* 
defirc, for feme time, to make thcmfclves matters 
of Middleburg; bccaufc, while that city re- 
mained in the hands of the Spaniards, the whole 
ifland w^ fubjeA to perpetual alarms. They 
had, as we have juft now fccn, defeated fcveral 
attempts which the duke of Alva made to in- 
troduce fupplies, j^nd now the town of Tergoes 
was the only channel by which they could be 
conveyed. Tergoes is the capital of South 
Beveland, and was defended at this time by a 
garrifon of eight hundred Walloons and Spani- 
ards, under the command of Ifidore Pacheco, a 
Spaniih officer. 

sicgcof To this town Tferart, general of the Zea- 

*'^^**** landers, had, fomc time after his repulfe fix}m 

Middleburg, 
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Middleburg, laid fiege ; but Upon a falfe report 
of the approach of the Spaniards, he had haftily 
raifed the fiege, and left the ifland. He now to^^ 
returned to it, with an army of near, eight thou- ^^^^jf 
land rnen, moft of whom were German, French, 
and Englifh Proteftants. 

As the garrifon was no match in the field for 
To great a force, Tferart had landed in the ifland 
without oppofition, and, * having immediately 
invefted the town, he prefled forward the fiege 
with great vigour. The befieged made feveral 
' briflc fallie3 to retard his approach i but not- 
withftanding their moft vigorous efforts, Tferirt 
had opened his batteries, and made fome 
breaches in the wall. The fiege had lafted for 
feveral weeks, and Pachcco began to perceive 
that it would not be pofSble for him to hold out 
much longeri. * 

Of this he had given early notice to the 
diike of Alva; nor was the duke lefs intent 
upon relieving him, than he had reafon to ex- 
pe6t. The diftinguiflied bravery of the garri^ 
fon and their commander; the reproach which 
t¥Ould accompany the fufiering them to fall a 
prey to the enemy ; above all, the great im- 
portance of the place, the lofs of which would 
draw after it that of Middleburg, and the whole 
province of Zealand; thefe confiderations ex- 
*^ . cited 
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B o^o i^ Qted all the governor's attention,, and deter^ 
\ '^'^ ^ mined him to apply with ardour to prepare the 
'^^^ jfuccour which Rachcco had folicited. He or- 
dered feveral regiments of his b/eft troops to af- 
f^mhle from different qiurters w ?erge0-op- 
zoom, from whence there is a ihort rua dowi^ 
the Schcld to Beveland, He likewife ftnt thi- 
ther a fufficient number of tranfports with ftores 
ef amm.unii;ion. ^nd provi.fions 5 and appointed 
' -D'Avila and MpndragonQ "" to goi?duft th,(;m.. t;a 
(he garriibn, of Tergoes. 

These men exerted, t;hemfelyes ftrenuoufly) 
in the execution of the truft that was committed 
toihem; and attempted feyeral times to force 
their way through the cneniy's fleet. But; t^e 
Zealandcrs watched their rnot;ions &• atten- 
tively> wc?e fo much ignore expert io failingj^ 
and poflefled a naval force fo much fupcrioi; to^ 
theirs, that all their attempts were baffled i and, 
to favc their fhips from being funk, they w«re 
irequently obliged to. i^eturn„ withjout being 
able to efFe6luate their purpofe. D'Ayil^ oncer 
flattered himfelf that he had difcovcred aa 
expedient that would prove fuccefsful. He 
planted batteries of cannon along the banks of 
the Scheld; hoping to keep the enemy at a 
^anoc from the ihore, and thus to give Mf>r)r^ 

*. Two of his moll experienced officers. 

d>a^nc,^' 
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^ragonc, with the troops, an opportunitj of ^ ^^ ^ 
palling. But the event dy not anfwcr his c^- <- - - ^— m ". 
pedtation. The banks were Wbt, ^d did not ^** 
allow of his conning near e^ougl^ ^o ^nnoy ^h? 
tnenay. 

The Spanifh gei^eral began to defpair of ^^^^ 
being ?il)l? to execute their defign, when Plu- wiiinsuhjc 
mart, a native of the proyince, but zealoufly ^^*^* 
attached to the Spanifh intereft, propofed ano-> 
ther method of tranfporting the forces, which 
at firft appeared impradicable, although it 
vas afterwards embraced. In order to form a 
plear copception of Pluipaift's propolal^ it is 
peceflapy to attend to the fituation of the coun- 
try, and the change which foine years before 
it had undergone. The ifle of South Beveland, 
p which the Spanifh general found it fo diffi-' 
cult to trainfport their troops, is only feven- 
miles diftant fronji a traft . of land, to which 
they could have had eafy apcefs froni Bergen- ' 
op-zoom. This traft of land, which is divided 
from Brabant by the Eafter Scheld, and from 
Flanders by the Hondt, or Wefter Scheldt was. 
once a part of Beveland, and was feparated; 
from it by a dreadful inundation in the year, 
©nc thoufand five hundred and thirty-two; 
when thefea broke down the dykes, and burft 
violcndy acrofs the ifland, cutting oflF from it- 
the. corner which lay ncareft to Brabant^ and' 

covering 
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cdvcring it from north to fouth> that is> from the 
Eaftcr to the Weftcr Schcld, with water, which 
'^^ . the inhabitants were never able to exclude. 
The Ipace overflowed was, at the narroweft, 
feven Italian miles broad. It could not be 
croflcd in boats even at high-water, by reafon 
of the flats and fhallows; and at low- water it 
was thought unfordable, on account of the miry 
bottom, and the channels of feveral rivulets, 
which many pcrfons ftill remembered to have 
f^en in it, before it was overflowed.. 

It was there, however, that Plumart thoiight 
it prafticable for the tfoops to pafs over on foot, 
to the relief of the garrifon of Tergoes ; and 
he offered to lead the way, and condu& them 
in their paflage. The charafter of the man, 
whofc prudence and fidelity were well known 
to the commanders, was the only circumflance 
riut prevented them from regarding his pro- 
pofal as chimerical. No perfon had ever at- 
- leempted to pafs that way before. They them- 
fclves were unacquainted with the face of the 
country before the inundation. They only 
knew the length of fpace over which the troops 
muft pafs 5 and no troops, they believed, would 
be able fo fupport the fatigue of fo long a 
march in water, and perhaps too in mud and 
clay. Befidcs, that, by accidents whicTi could 
not be forcfcen, they might be retarded in 

their 
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their paflage, till they were overtaken by the book 

rifing tide, and buried in the waves j and, even ^^ — >y^-i 

although this Ihould not happen, yet the* enemy '^^** 
might be apprifed of their defign, and be ready 
to fall upon them, as foon as they ftiould reach 
the land. 

Plumart was not difcouraged by thefe ob- 
jeftions. He defired that no mention might 
be made of this propofal, till he fhould know 
with certainty whether there was not in reality 
fuch a ford as he imagined. He then went to 
make the trial, accompanied by two Spaniards, 
and a peafant who was well acquainted with the 
face of the country before the inundation. He 
found the ford which he fought for; arrived 
fafe on the other fide, and returned, without 
encountering any greater difficulties than he 
expedted. 

D'AviLA and Mohdrdgone did not hefitate 
after this to comply with his advice. They 
immediately prepared a number of fmall bags, 
which they filled with bifcuit, gunpowdei" 
and matches; and tranfported three thoufand 
of the beft troops, Getmans> Walloons, and 
Spaniards, from Bergen-op-zoom to Aggar, a 
village which lies near the entrance of the ford. 
Mondragone took upon himfelf the conducing 
of this extraordinary expedition. When the 

Vol, I. . G g time 
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B o o K rime proper for entering upon it was arrived, 
i-^^v^ he ordered the troops to advance towards the 
'^^** ford; and having diftributed the bags among 
them, he then difclofed his intention; gave 
them an account of the difcovery which had 
been made by Plumart and his companions; 
and reprefented the glory which they would ac- 
quire by performing, in the fervice of the 
church and of the king, fuch an exploit as had 
never been atchieved by any army in the world 
before. The fcldiers, full of that intrepid fpirit 
by which the Spanifh troops were fo highly 
diftinguifhed in the prefent war, and proud of 
being fcle6led from their companions for fo 
dangerous an enterprife, received this unex- 
pefted information with every fymptom of joy, 
and called out to Mondragone to lead them for- 
ward without delay. 

That they might have the more time for 
their paflage, they began to enter the water 
when the fea was going back. The Spaniards, 
with Plumart and Mondragone at their head, 
marched firft, the Germans next, and laft of 
all the Walloons. They were ordered to keep 
as clofe as poflible to each other, that they 
might the more eafily fuccour one another, if 
any of them (hould fall into deeper water, or 
be entangled in the mud. They were not 
without apprehenfions of the tide returning 

upon 
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upon th^m, and therefore they moved forward as ^ 9^^^ ^ 
faft as the furrouhding elenient and the flimy v — ^^ y— ^ 
bottom would allow. Nine men only perifhed ^^^** 
through fatigue, or their negleft of the ordei: 
which had been given them to keep clofe to 
their companions. All the reft arrived fafe at 
the dyke of Yerfichen, a village only four miles 
diftant from Tcrgoes. There Mondragone or- 
dered them to repofe themfelvcs during the 
night, and refolved to lead them, at break of 
_ day, to the relief of the befieged* 

But he had already done all th^t was necef- 
lary for this purpofe, and had no occafion to 
cxpofe either himfelf or his men to further 
danger. When the befiegers were informed of 
his arrival, they were filled with confternation. 
Under that amazement into which they were 
thrown by fo unexpefted an event, they re- 
garded the Spaniards as more than men. , They 
did not take time to enquire into their number ; 
but having immediately raifed the fiegc, they • 

left their baggage and artillery behind them, 
and betook themfelves precipitately to the 
Ihore. Eight hundred were killed in their 
flight by the garrifon, and many more perifhed 
in the water, in attempting to get on board 
their fhlps. Mondragone then entered Ter- 
gocs i where he was received by the garrifon, 
with every demonftration of gratitude for their 

deli- 
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B o^ K deliverance ; and, having remained there tiH he 

Xm' ^ m,^ had given direftions for ftrengdicning the forti- 

»57** fications of the place, he left a part of his troops 

with the governor, and returned with the reft to 

Brabant> to join the duke of Alva ^. 

f Bentivoglio, no* Meurfii Auriacusj p. 89, 
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